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Bliss
Love is in the air. 

February brings hearts, flowers and 
romance. Spring is a time for wedding 
planning. And of course, there are lots of 
June brides. 

Bliss is here to help as a guide for brides 
and grooms in the Northern Neck and 
Middle Peninsula. 

Looking for an unusual wedding favor? 
Reporter Madison White Franks has 

a few ideas, from a bag of peanuts to 
personalized soda. 

Some weddings have gone to the dogs, or 
the horse, as reporter Audrey Thomasson 
reveals. Pets are members of the family, so 
it's only natural to have them share in the 
big day. We asked our readers what role 
their four-legged family members played 
in their wedding ceremonies and share 
their stories. 

Scattered throughout the guide are tips 
for writing thank you notes and finding 
the right accommodations for out-of-town 
guests, along with interesting wedding 
facts. Be sure to browse the ads for 
ceremony and reception venues, caterers, 
florists, photographers and wedding-
related service providers.Susan and Lisa

2017

For the past 30 years, it has been our mission to help you  
make your wedding day everything you imagined it could be.

Tents ~ Tables ~ Chairs ~ Dance Floors ~ Staging ~ China ~ Glassware 
Flatware ~ Linens ~ Beverage Service ~ Grills & Cookware ~ Fun Machines 

And SO Much More!

partyline@rapprent.com ~ 804-435-8789

Bring Your
Event to Life

with

RAPPAHANNOCK RENTALS, INC.  

and PARTY LINE of Virginia

Fine Metalware and Ceramics made by hand
Eco friendly, easy care, never tarnish

Cyndy’s  Bynn
Virginia Street, Urbanna • (804) 758-3756
www.cyndysbynn.com
Hours: Open 10am – 4pm / Closed Tues. & Sun.

Gift wrapping’s always free at “CB!”
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Dogs were part of my daughter and her 
husband’s love story from the begin-
ning. Dawn and Dean met while both 

were volunteering at an animal adoption event 
in Northern Virginia. So when it came to their 
wedding, it was only fitting that the blind dog 
she talked me into adopting, should become 
part of the ceremony.

Their wedding took place in my garden 
on the shores of the Rappahannock River. 
Because many of the guests were animal 
rescue volunteers, there was an enthusiastic 
welcome when the mother-of-the-bride unex-
pectedly entered with the dog they had saved 
from starvation, frostbite and the executioner. 
I doubt anyone noticed me. They were all 
gushing over Oliver, a Sharpei-mix they hadn’t 
seen since I adopted him 10 months earlier. 

Oliver proved to be the perfect addition—
perhaps because he was blind and sat quietly at 
my side throughout the ceremony. 

With this pup, I thee wed…
If you want a picture perfect wedding, your 

furry family member could provide a few sur-
prises that may alter that ideal. Couples have 
reported their dogs’ howling, barking, even 
whining the entire time because they were 
separated by five feet. One groom claimed it 
“added to the uniqueness” of their ceremony. 
There’s a man who will be married forever.

One chow hound began chewing the fringe 
of the Oriental rug under the couple taking 
their vows. 

The independent nature of felines make 
them impossible to corral. So one bridal 

couple put a bowtie 
on their very social 
cat and let him prowl the festivities. 

However, the wedding cake goes to the bride 
whose German shepherd, Cooper, jumped up 
on her beautiful dress right after they were 
declared man and wife.

“I didn’t care,” said the new Mrs. Noah 
Wieseneck. “I was so happy. I wouldn’t have 
cared if he ripped my dress.”

When your life’s work is animals, like Dr. 
Adine Jones of Countryside Veterinarian 
Clinic in Saluda, guests had better expect to 
find the entire furry brigade at the event.

Dr. Jones made a striking entrance in full-
length wedding gown riding sidesaddle on 
her Tennessee Walker, Rosebud.  “Rosie” was 
decked out in a garland of white roses.

Oliver was a big hit with animal rescue attendees when he made his entrance with 
mother-of-the-bride Audrey Thomasson.

One of the growing 
trends in weddings today 
is the inclusion of furry 
family members in the 
ceremony. But including 
your dog, cat, ferret or pig 
requires some thought 
and planning. Here are 
some tips for generating 
a few oohs and aahs on 
your big day.

by Audrey Thomasson

Vows that bring 
bow wows 
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Dr. Adine Jones rode her Tennessee Walker Rosie down 
to the river’s edge to exchange vows with her husband, 
Joey.

Ring bearer Josh Knoppel goes off course when he spots 
Oliver. 

“I rode from the house down to the 
river,” said Dr. Jones. “Rosie spooked 
a little when we first came around the 
corner and she saw the people.”  But the 
experienced equestrian kept her cool—
and her saddle.

Not to be left out, her Australian shep-
herds danced the night away alongside 
guests at the reception. 

After the recent death of Rosie, 17 
years after the ceremony, Dr. Jones says, 
“It is a wonderful memory.” 

Here comes the bride…
and her dog
If you’re going to give your pets a place 

of honor in the festivities, consider their 
temperament and plan ahead. Dogs have 
walked down the aisle with the bride or 
groom and served as ring bearers (not a 
good idea to use the real rings), maid-of-
honor and best man-pooch. For the best 
results, animal experts suggest rehearsing 
with your pet as much as possible. Be 
sure to “break” your pet before that walk 
down the aisle. 

Be respectful of members of the wed-
ding party having pet allergies by letting 
them know your intentions in advance.

For some pets, just being in attendance 
may be enough. For uncooperative and 
deceased pets, consider mentioning them 
in the ceremony or with a picture in the 
program. 

Escort services
For your peace of mind and that of 

your two-legged guests, pets should 
be under the supervision of a familiar 
member of their people pack. That person 
should make sure they get enough water 

and food, no hand-outs, and plenty of 
“breaks.” Think about skipping the recep-
tion. An extensive guest list and loud 
music could result in the need for pets to 
escape to the safety of the house even for 
the biggest party animal. 

 
Pets have bad days, too.
Should Rover get up on the wrong side 

of the dog bed on the big day and growl 
at the upheaval going on around him, 
have a back-up boarding plan on stand-by. 
Even social dogs may stress out in a new 
environment with strangers around. Think 
about leaving him home where he is safe 
and secure.

 
Good hair day
Everyone will be looking and smelling 

their best, and that should include man’s 
best friend. Consider a day at the doggie 
spa, add a decorative leash, a bow tie or 
a collar of flowers. Costume dress or suit 
will depend entirely on the pet’s (and 
groom’s) coping ability.

Give the photographer advance warning 
that your pet should be integrated into 
some of the photos.

Dog-friendly venues
Before you book, make sure the place is 

pet friendly and check area leash laws—
even for beach or park settings. Most area 
restaurants and public venues only allow 
service animals.

 
In lieu of favors…
Donate money to the ASPCA, Humane 

Society or favorite local animal organiza-
tion.
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 Over 9,000 sq. ft. of open floor space
 Guest capacity of 300
 Commercial-sized food prep area

Included in the rental cost:
 35 5’ round tables
 20 6’ rectangular tables
 166 folding chairs
 Tablecloths

Call Today!  (804) 435-9696
517 N. Main Street
Kilmarnock, VA 22482
www.bgcnn.com

 CELEBRATE IN STYLE while bringing to life  
           the WEDDING OF YOUR DREAMS at the
BOYS & GIRLS CLUB OF THE NORTHERN NECK

A Fun & Fabulous Venue for Wedding 
Receptions & Rehearsal Dinners!

*Discounts for Club Member Families
 Décor by Deborah Waller

Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-4 • Sun. 12-4
5757 Richmond Rd. Warsaw • 804-333-0581

Wedding & Gift Registry
Free gift to brides when you register!

Unique selection of bridal shower  
& wedding gifts!

Longevity in marriage is 
something to be celebrated. 
Couples who reach 50th and 
60th wedding anniversaries 
often commemorate those anni-
versaries with big parties. 

But there are some around 
the world who would consider 
golden anniversary celebrants to 
still be newlyweds. In December 
2015, Karam Chand, 110, and 
his wife, Kartari Chand, 103, 
from Bradford, West Yorkshire 
(originally from India), cele-
brated their 90th wedding anni-
versary, becoming the world’s 
longest-betrothed couple.

In America, John and Ann 
Betar, ages 104 and 100, respec-
tively, have been married 83 years 
as of 2016. The couple eloped in 
1932. They have been named one 
of America’s longest-married cou-
ples by the Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter.  Metro

Married 
for life

Couples about to tie the knot 
often arrange for discounted 
hotel rooms for their wedding 
guests. Many hotels offer sub-
stantial discounts to wedding par-
ties, but some guests and bridal 
party members might still want 
to examine their options before 
booking rooms. The follow-
ing tips can help guests find the 
right room so they can enjoy their 
loved ones’ wedding weekends to 
the fullest.

• Don’t overlook the wedding 
hotel. Many couples put a lot of 
thought into the hotel where their 
guests will be staying. Couples 
may have already done the leg-
work with regard to finding a 
hotel that’s closest to the wedding 
ceremony and reception sites and 
still within arm’s-length of other 
attractions guests can enjoy while 
in town. Give ample consider-
ation to the hotel affiliated with 
the wedding prior to beginning 
your search. 

• Prioritize proximity. It’s 
important to consider factors 
aside from cost when searching 
for a place to stay for a loved 
one’s wedding. The most afford-
able option is not always the most 
ideal. Proximity to the ceremony 
and reception venues should be 
a priority, as guests won’t save 
much money, if any, if their hotel 

is so far away from the weekend’s 
activities that they must rent cars 
or take taxis all weekend.

• Share rooms to reduce costs. 
If the wedding rates are unaf-
fordable, float the idea of shar-
ing rooms with fellow guests. 
Splitting the cost of a double 
room instead of booking a single 
room by yourself can save sub-

stantial amounts of money. 
 • Look for lower rates in the 

wedding hotel. Room rates are 
locked in once couples choose 
a particular hotel or hotels, but 
guests might be able to find 
more affordable rates at the 
same hotel by waiting to book 
and perusing discount hotel 
websites and apps. 

Hotel how-to: Tips for guests looking for lodging
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Voted Best Dry Cleaner in the Northern Neck for Over 10 Years!

Located in the Chesapeake Commons 
(Peebles Shopping Center)

804.577.4093

Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm | Sat 9am-2pm

Preserve Your Beautiful Heirloom to  
Always Remember Your Special Day

Expert Wedding Gown Cleaning, Pressing, 
Box Preservation, and Restoration. 

Tuxedo Cleaning Specialist.  
Expert Alteration and Repair Services.

Make your wedding or special event
memorable at Good Luck Cellars. 

GOOD LUCK CELLARS
1025 Good Luck Road

www.goodluckcellars.com

Reception area

Facility

Outdoor Fireplace

Bar/Tasting Room

Facilities consist of

4,500 square feet of indoor 

space and 3,000 square feet 

of covered porch 

space. The acreage 

surrounding 

the tasting and 

production facility 

is also available for 

private outdoor 

events. 

Urbanna’s Unique Boutique Hotel
and Banquet Facilities

•  Full service banquet facility for your 
   rehearsal dinner or reception

•  Thirteen unique, beautifully appointed 
guest rooms for your wedding party or 
out-of-town guests

•  Event planning available

• Located in the heart of Urbanna

* Five star reviews at Tripadvisor.com

250 Virginia Street, Urbanna
758-1111 • www.thechesapeakeinn.com

Visit RRecord.com & 
SSentinel.com today!

Although the idea that 
white wedding dresses sym-
bolize virginity and purity 
is often cited as the reason 
behind wedding dresses 
being white, a 2014 exhibit 
at the Victoria & Albert 
Museum in London indicated 
that white wedding dresses 

Real brides wear white
were a symbol of wealth and 
had little, if anything, to do 
with virginity.

The exhibit, titled “Wed-
ding Dresses 1775-2014,” 
noted that, during the 18th 
and 19th centuries, white 
wedding dresses indicated a 
family could afford to buy a 
dress the bride would wear 
only once. During that time, 
white dresses were especially 
difficult to clean and that 
made it impractical for any 

but the wealthy to purchase 
dresses that would likely 
never be worn a second time.

England’s Queen Victo-
ria, who married Albert of 
Saxe-Coburg in 1840, is 
widely credited with popu-
larizing the white wedding 
dress. White dresses remain 
a traditional and popular 
choice today, though many 
brides opt for various shades 
of white if not an entirely 
different color. 

624 Gloucester Rd. • Saluda, VA 23149
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At Yankee Point Marina

On and Off Site Catering  Full Wedding Planning 
Customizable Menus  Wedding Cakes  DJ’s, Bands, Flute and  

Wedding Music  Photographer  Floral & Decor Design 
Full ABC License

Contact: Karen Knull 804.462.7635
karen@yankeepointmarina.com

Lancaster, VA

Catering & Event Planning  
Weddings Are Our Specialty!

“Thank You.” It is a simple phrase that is 
so easily said in person, but expressing it 
in pen and ink often seems like a huge task. 
However, that is exactly what is required 
of a bride and groom when in receipt of a 
wedding gift.

If you are, or soon will be, receiving wed-
ding presents, think of your note as a gift 
in return for a gift. Phone calls, e-mails and 
face-to-face thank yous don’t supply the 
return gratification that having something 
to hold in the hand does.  

Although it is recommended that as 
soon as a gift is received, a note be written 
(thereby dodging a formidable backlog), it 
may come as a relief to know that there is 
a three month grace period before the wed-
ding couple is considered ungrateful, at the 
least. 

Because the Thank-You Note has not 
enjoyed its rightful place in the public and 
private eye that it once did, the following 
suggestions may help in what can actually 
be a fulfilling process.

• Share the responsibility for writing with 
your fiancé, f iancée or new spouse. 

• Use good quality stationery and an ink 
pen that writes smoothly.

• Think of the person you are thanking as 
you write, and use words you would use in 
conversation with them. Form letters or pre-
printed cards are just not appropriate.

• Even though your signature will be at 
the end, mention both yourself and your 
bride/groom in the thanks, so that the 
recipient knows both of you appreciate the 
gift.

• Do not feel you have to re-state your 
thanks several times over.  Often the best 
messages are brief, but sincere.

• Look at the gift as you prepare to write. 
Often it will provide helpful inspiration.

I predict that as you pen your gratitude 
for  others’ thoughtfulness and generosity,  
each note will become easier to write than 
the last. Take your time, be creative and 
sincere. Yours might be a note that becomes 
the giver’s keepsake.  

Ginger Philbrick is the owner of Because 
You Are Polite….LLC. You are invited to 
e-mail your manners questions to her and 
she will respond as time and space allow. 
You may contact her at youarepolite1@
verizon.net and visit her website at becau-
seyouarepolite.com. RSVP!

Nothing says thank you like a note
by Ginger Philbrick

Offering professional,  

talented and  

highly trained  

hair designers  

excited about  

making your day 

SPECTACULAR!

CALL FOR  
CONSULTATIONS
Georgie L. Fary
Kelly C. Oliver

Heads Up Hairworks
Inc.Making brides happy since 1995

(804) 435-7507

Vow to Wow On Your Big Day
Say “I Do” to our professional bridal makeup services.

© 2016 Merle Norman Cosmetics, Inc.       M ER LEN O R MAN .CO M      Merle Norman Cosmetic Studios have been independently owned and operated since 1931.

JENNIFER BISHOP
Studio Owner/Beauty Consultant

804-435-7177
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Festival Halle in Reedville, Virginia is a perfect 
location! Seats 200 with tables and chairs included, 

new bride’s room, and remodeled full kitchen.

Planning a wedding or event? 

Please call  
804-453-6529 to 
arrange to see 

Festival Halle and 
for information on 

availability and rates.

Bridal Boutique Solutions

Wedding planning and coordinating 
services for the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula

www.bridalboutiquesolutions.com

PO Box 25
Irvington, Virginia 22480
bridalboutiquesolutions@gmail.com
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Wedding favors are meant to be a small gesture to show gratitude to 
friends and family who celebrate with the bride and groom. 

A fun part of wedding planning is picking a favor that relates to 
the wedding theme or something that is sentimental to the couple. Spend 
some time thinking about a favor because after all, it is a gift. 

Don’t waste your money on something that your guests will most likely 
toss in the trash or leave at the reception. Make your favor worth the trip 
home or at least to the car if it’s edible! 

The options for wedding favors are unlimited so all you have to think 
about is being you. 

You can be simple, creative, sentimental, or bizarre. 
Wedding favors have been a tradition in weddings for centuries but the 

ideas have evolved from love knots made of lace and ribbon to giving live 
goldfish to every attendant. That’s right, some bride and groom decided to 
have a nautical themed wedding and gave goldfish in a fish bowl to each 
attendant. 

“A few that stood out to me in 2016 were Parker’s Crazy Cookies, blue 
crab ornaments that were handmade by a local artist and just in time for 

Peanuts
 “When we were planning our wed-

ding, we immediately knew we wanted 
to have our reception at Deltaville 
Ballpark because it has a special place 
in our hearts. Deltaville Ballpark was 
where I played t-ball and cheered 
for Daniel as he played. We aimed to 
incorporate the baseball theme taste-
fully into our wedding and because I 
cannot go to a baseball game without 
peanuts, they were an easy choice for 
a wedding favor. - Leslie Rollins, New-
port News

Fans
“We didn’t give out any 

traditional wedding favors, 
but made a note on our pro-
grams that we were making 
a donation in memory of my 
husband’s cousin to the Leu-
kemia and Lymphoma Soci-
ety. I guess the fan would be 
considered a favor though, 
since it was a 100 degree day!” 
- Michelle Kennedy, Gloucester

 Christmas Ornaments
“I had no clue what I was going to do for my 

favors. I knew we were on a budget, but I was talk-
ing to my husband’s sister and she offered to make 
the favors. We got married December 12, 2015, and 
I figured since it was right before Christmas, orna-
ments would be a good idea. Everyone thought they 
were super cute!” - Chelsea Jessee, Amelia Court House

Wedding favors may 
define the occasion

Nautical
“When I got married, I had a nautical 

themed wedding and chose to do a small blue 
box decorated with anchors filled with kisses. 
It had a small note in the box thanking the 
guests for celebrating the day with us.” 
- Madison White Franks, Deltaville

by Madison White Franks



January 26, 2017  •  Bliss  •  11

Mason Jars
 “I wanted something practical and useful. Our wedding was in a 

barn and had a country theme. Mason jars just fit the theme. Every-
one loved them! Candy gets eaten, I wanted something that people 
would continue using and remember our wedding by.” - Leah Edmis-
ton, Elizabethtown, Pa. 

Jones Soda
“We wanted a unique favor 

that we could customize and we 
really liked how Jones Soda had 
a flavor that matched our wed-
ding color.” - Alison Dudley, Wil-
liamsburg

Hershey Kisses
“I figured Hershey Kisses 

were an easy thing that we 
could customize and who 
doesn’t love chocolate?” 
- Audra Lisbet, Toano

S’mores
“We got married at Camp 

Kekoka in Kilmarnock. We 
planned for a bonfire after the 
reception was over, and gave 
out s’mores as our wedding 
favor. Camp and bonfire means 
you have to have s’mores!” 
- Leslie Walsh, Richmond

Parker’s Crazy Cookies
“These cookies are so cool. 

They are made to look just like 
the bridge and groom. One 
of our weddings had this and 
it was a huge hit!” - Tides Inn, 
catering and conference services 
manager, Laurie Eichman

Scroll Kit
“ I really cannot remember why I 

picked this as a favor, but I do remember 
rolling it into small scrolls with a pink 
ribbon around it with my mother, sister, 
aunt and grandmother around the table 
and laughing and talking. Could have 
been just to thank everyone for coming! 
Yes, my daughter laughed and said it was 
corny (Madison White Franks, the writer 
of this article), and as I read it now, I 
suppose it was. In that day and time, wed-
dings were very simple. Like a friend of 
mine said, ‘all you need is cake, punch 
and nuts!’ We also ordered extra nap-
kins which meant guests usually took a 
napkin home as a favor. So it’s not the 
favor you get that makes a wedding, it’s 
the thank you, you get from the couple!” 
- Vicki White, Deltaville

Luggage Tags
 “We got luggage tags three or so years ago at a friends 

wedding! That may be the most unique thing I’ve gotten,” 
- Anna Deaton, Charlotte, N.C.  

the holiday season during a November Wedding, and homemade 
sea glass candy. A mother of the bride hand made candy sea 
glass in her daughter’s wedding colors,” said Tide’s Inn catering 
and conference services manager Laurie Eichman.  

Other ideas from brides of recent years are seeds for guests 
to plant, coffee, jars filled with homemade jelly, soap, etched 
glasses and pretzels.

Couples also have decided to opt out of giving wedding favors 
and made note that they were donating to an organization close 
to their heart such as the Leukemia and Lymphoma society, local 
animal shelter, and more. 

Just 30 years ago, favors were very simple such as match-
books, scrolls, and Jordan almonds, but now the emerging trend 
is to be creative and personal. 

When picking your favor, give yourself plenty of time and plan 
ahead. It doesn’t matter if you are having a small wedding or a 
large wedding, finding the best favor takes some time. 

Favors are a great way to share your appreciation and add a 
finishing touch to your wedding day. 
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     Quilting Fabrics & MoreQuilting Fabrics & More

For more information visit our website  
at www.sewlovelee.com or call 804.577.7272

Custom Embroidery and Monograming for the Bride,  
Groom, Bridal Entourage and Wedding Guests

Linens, Bedding, Robes, Commemorative Guest Towels,  
Tote Bags, Wedding Favors and so much more!

Custom Commemorative Wedding Quilts

Let us take the 
stress out 

of planning your 
honeymoon!

Adventure
Travel

Chesapeake Commons
Kilmarnock

804-436-9200 
1-877-436-9200

“Come join us - we’re going places”

Weddings celebrate the unions of 
happy couples ready to pledge their 
lives to each other. In theory, the wed-
ding day spotlight should be shared 
equally by brides and grooms. But 
brides often eclipse their grooms, as 
guests are drawn to stunning bridal 
gowns. 

Though grooms might play second 
fiddle for much of their wedding days, 
there is one moment when all eyes 
are on the groom and a special lady 
in his life. The mother/son dance is a 
wedding tradition that many grooms 
embrace as their opportunity to show 
their mothers how much they love 
and appreciate them. The mother/son 
dance is an ideal time to create a spe-
cial moment, and the following are 
some tips to personalize the dance.

• Precede the bride and her father. 
Make your own tradition and switch 
up the timing of the dances. Be the 
first to take a spin on the dance floor. 

• Create a photo montage. Work 
with an entertainment company or 
photographer to create a slideshow of 
images showing you and your mother 
together and separately. 

• Show off your dance skills. One 
increasingly popular wedding trend is 
for fathers and brides to choreograph 

the father/daughter dances. Grooms 
and their mothers can follow suit, par-
ticularly if you both have some stellar 
dance moves. 

• Let Mom choose the song. 
Give your mother the opportunity to 
express her sentiments to you.

• Invite other son/mother duos up. 
Celebrate all mothers in attendance, 
encouraging any mothers and sons 
who are present to dance together.

Grooms may not garner the bulk 
of guests’ attention on their wedding 
days. But they can take steps to make 
their special dances with their moth-
ers more memorable and unique.  

Tips for a special 
mother/son dance

Photo
 Booth
Rentals

804.436.0200
Visit RRecord.com & 
SSentinel.com today!
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PAPETERIE
Invitations as Beautiful as your Dress

Catering
Serving Weddings throughout 

Virginia for 30 years.

804-435-3669
www.willabys.com

 

Electric Flush Toilet/Urinal • Stereo 
Pedestal to Glamour Sinks • Fireplace/AC

Church View Septic Service, Inc.
Rental Toilets • Installations • Repairs • Pumping

Full Service Septic Business

(804) 758-5836 • www.churchviewseptic.com

Locally Owned and Operated by Tom Langford

Planning your wedding or  
other special event?

Luxury Restroom Trailer
This trailer brings the comforts  
of home to your outdoor event

Angelwing Stationers
Wedding and Special Occasion Invitations

Fine Stationery  •  Custom Printing

Cards & Gift s

6580 Main Street                                                 Gloucester, Virginia

804-695-9919       angelwingsink@gmail.com       angelwingsink.com
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Urbanna resident Barbara Lovelace’s son Dan Anderson, who married 
Sara Long in May 2011, included his and Sara’s beloved and very 

cuddly pit bull “Hank” in the wedding party.
Hank, who wore a white collar and bow tie, was designated the “ring dog” 

and carried Sara’s wedding ring down the aisle, joining the ceremony on a 
leash held by one of the bridesmaids. Hank successfully delivered the ring to 
Dan, then joined in a high five with Dan before the vows.

Because the wedding was held in a beautiful rural outdoor setting, the 
family was fearful that Hank might decide to chase a squirrel (or worse) during 
the ceremony, so after delivering the ring, he was ushered out to a nearby food 
and timeout venue.

Barbara Lovelace,
Florida 

Almost from the very first second of my 
meeting Robert on Christmas Eve, Mag-

nolia was part of our romance and relationship. 
As my constant companion, Magnolia was 

protective and selective about new friends so 
when she gave her approval of this gentle man, 
it was the ultimate compliment since she was no 
pushover!

An exceptional Airedoodle (Airedale-Poo-
dle), Magnolia loved new experiences, was a 
wonderful traveling companion, and very social 
with all species. It was inconceivable to marry 
without her! 

In her coordinating periwinkle blue bridal 
collar, she entertained children and adults alike 

at our wedding October 23, 1994, in Natchez, 
Miss.

Our wedding portrait includes the three of us, 
and she is front and center in our group photo, 
which I wish more weddings would have so 
everyone can share in the memories. Each guest 
received a copy of the group photograph as our 
gift for their celebrating this wonderful begin-
ning with us.

When you marry someone, you get more 
relationships than just the person you love.  
Sometimes it is your partner’s siblings, parents, 
or children who may or may not live with you, 
but you have to adjust to the pet that has held top 
dog position in the household.

Magnolia went with us all over Virginia and 
West Virginia to look at real estate for our new 
home and decided that Melrose Plantation in 
Lancaster was ideal.  She always did have very 
sound judgement. We moved in on our first 
wedding anniversary, and she is laid to rest from 
bunny hunting and long walks on the farm near 
the family cemetery.

And we truly have lived happily ever after, 
now with our third dog Fanny, a very talented 
Old English Sheepdog, celebrating Christmas 
with us 23 years later!

Catherine Bennett,
Lancaster

Coal is now our six-month-old blue American pitbull. We had our fur baby as a grooms-
man in our wedding back in late August.

He got a new leash and collar. He hung out with the guys as they got ready and during the 
wedding was so patient. 

After we said “I do!” he walked back down aisle with the ring bearer.
Many people told us having a dog in our wedding was ridiculous but to us he was like our 

child. Our special day wouldn’t have been the same without him! 
I would say to any pet parent out there that is thinking about having their pet be a part of 

their big day, go for it!
Christy Jenkins

Married with pets

Thomas Jenkins, Coal and Christy Jenkins share a kiss at their wedding in 
Natural Bridge. Photo by Morgan Campbell Flemming

Coal makes a proud groomsman

“Hank” and Dan Anderson high five right after 
Hank delivered Sara’s ring to Dan. 

Hank serves as ‘ring dog’

Robert, Magnolia and 
Catherine Bennett

Magnolia blesses Bennett marriage
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This yacht is not just for fishing . . . 
 The Gypsy will transport brides, grooms
 and wedding parties to their destinations.

Ted and Margaret Curtis
601 Hardings Wharf Drive

Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
804-435-2919

Custom Gourmet

Wedding Catering

www.THETABLEATWILTON.com

804.776.9555

16273 General Puller Hwy, Unit A-4, Deltaville, VA 23043

thetableatwilton@gmail.com

The 
Steamboat Restaurant

is available for every special 
function you are planning.

From birthday parties to weddings; holiday 
parties to family reunions, our professional 

staff can cater to your every need.

www.prgcgolf.com

804-776-6516
P.O. Box 424  •  Hartfield, VA 23071

This California rescue dog, Dakota, 
exchanged life at the beach and 

moved to Richmond to meet her future 
dad. 

She proudly walked down the aisle in 
step with the music to stand next to her 
future mom as they began the next chap-
ter of their lives as the Bristows.

Matt and Melanie were married Octo-
ber 22, 2016, at Hollyfield Manor in King 
William. Matt is the grandson of Theresa 
and Butch Liverman of Urbanna.Dakota

Dakota begins 
anew with 
the Bristows

Open Wednesday - Friday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Cindy Lloyd Design, 804-333-6463
Hunter Douglas, Window Fashions,  

Draperies, Furniture, Area Rugs  
& Decorative Accessories

In Home Design Consultations

OO
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Dixon Limousine Service
A Service for All Occasions

Weddings, Bridal Parties, Proms

Graduations, Dinners, etc.

16593 Historyland Hwy.  Warsaw, Va.
804-333-3327

On November 22, 2002, 
at 2 p.m., Lynn Whitley 

and Richard Humlan married 
at the Hatteras Lighthouse in 
North Carolina.

Maxmillian Whitley Von 
Haden (aka Maxie) was the 
ring bearer. I had Maxie 
since he was 8 weeks old 
and he was 9 years old when 
Richard came into our life. 
He was my family so of 
course he had to be in the 
wedding. 

My friend, Russ Vergara, 
who owns Anything Grows 
Florist in Hopewell made my 
bouquet and a boutonniere 
to match for Maxie with our 
rings attached. At first Maxie 

did not like his flowers but he really liked the reception where he begged 
for many goodies. 

We went on our honeymoon the following June and Maxie went with 
us. Unfortunately, it was his last trip. He passed away in October 2003. 
Maxie is always in our hearts and he made our wedding day very special.

Lynn Humlan,
Hartfield

Miniature bride 
Ruby cheerfully 

skipped down the aisle 
at her parents’ wed-
ding. She was dressed 
for the occasion in her 
satin designer wedding 
dress accented with a 
rhinestone collar and 
matching leash. Justin 
and Morgyn Bristow 
were married in Wilm-
ington, NC, on August 
27, 2016. Justin is the 
grandson of Theresa 
and Butch Liverman of 
Urbanna.

Maxie joins the newlyweds for 
the ceremony and honeymoon.

Maxie prefers 
reception to flowers

Dressed for the occasion

Dozier’s Regatta Point
A beau tiful waterfront set ting in Deltaville,  Virginia

Whether you are planning a wedding, hosting a professional conference, 
contemplating a yacht club rendezvous or throwing a 

50th wedding anniversary gala, Dozier’s Regatta Point Yachting Center has 
a large facility available for you to rent for that special event, 

complete with tables and chairs,  a catering kitchen, podium and 
P.A. equipment.  No matter what your plans may be, the view from the 

conference center and adjacent veranda are truly awe inspiring.

Regatta Point Yachting Center 
137 Neptune Lane, PO Box 1188, Deltaville, VA 23043  

   Phone: 804-776-8400          Jimmy@DozierMarine.com 

Create your memories at Dozier’s Regatta Point!

We can accommodate up to 100 for receptions!

Think outside the box with  
edible favors

Handmade gourmet chocolates
Homemade fudge

Country
    Cottage 

804-435-3812

For your Special Day

Bouquets
Centerpieces


