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Stratford Hall Weddings

Urbanna’s Unique Boutique Hotel
and Banquet Facilities

* Five star reviews at Tripadvisor.com

Custom Gourmet

Wedding Catering

www.THETABLEATWILTON.com

804.776.9555

16273 General Puller Hwy, Unit A-4, Deltaville, VA 23043

thetableatwilton@gmail.com

"The best thing to hold onto in life is each other." 
—Audrey Hepburn

Where the Northern Neck
Gets Engaged

(804) 435-3529 
 200 Irvington Rd.

Kilmarnock, VA
Fine Jewelers
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Most brides and grooms spend countless 

hours and months of preparation, 
scrutinizing the most minute of details, to 
plan the perfect wedding. Regardless of the 
best laid plans, things often start to fall apart 
last minute and often times Mother Nature 
doesn’t want to cooperate. 

We’ve highlighted just such a wedding in 
this edition of Bliss. Behind the scenes of a 

Deltaville wedding, chaos ensued. But when 
the time came for the bride and groom to 
say “I do”, everything fell into place for a 
storybook wedding. 

If you’re planning a wedding, big, small, 
simple or extravagant, we’re here to help. 
We’ve asked local wedding pros to offer 
expert advice on ordering flowers, altering 
dresses and finalizing a wedding venue. 

Planning a bridal shower, how about 
throwing a party with a theme? Pajama party 
anyone? Or maybe Bollywood, shabby chic 
or sports team. We talked to a few brides 
who shared stories about their whimsical and 
unusual showers. 

We hope you find our bridal guide to 
be informative, fun and a valuable tool for 
planning your perfect wedding.

2019

On
Eliz

m

Bliss

2019 Bridal Guide for the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula



Bliss

N ot even a hurricane could stop the 
wedding of Britney and Alexander 
Crittenden, who said ‘I do’ on the 
banks of the Piankatank River just 

two days after Hurricane Michael, which had been 
downgraded to a tropical storm as it swept through 
Virginia.

Britney and Alexander awoke the day after the 
storm devastated parts of the region to find their 
wedding tent ripped in half and their wedding 
venue completely without power. 

The couple met when they were both just 15 
years old, at the Kilmarnock DMV where they 
were taking the learner’s permit test. They’ve been 
together for eight years, since their senior year of 
high school, and were engaged for a year-and-a-
half before they were married on October 13, 2018. 

After over a year of preparing for their special 
day, of finalizing seating plans, precisely making 
a wedding timeline, and carefully crafting every 
little detail with a unique style that they hoped 
would convey their love for each other, Britney’s 

and Alexander’s plans were blown away, along with 
everything else the storm swept up in its path. 

“It was complete chaos,” said Britney. “I had 
everything perfected, everything paid for, every-
thing was done. And then the most unfortunate 
thing of course happens and it throws a wrench in 
all of your plans. So we actually, on our wedding 
day, we ran off of six generators and our tent tore in 
half the day before we got married.” 

Despite the weather, the lack of power at the 
wedding site, and the torn tent, their wedding 
turned out to be a beautiful celebration. Thanks to 
the quick replacement of the tent by Grand Rentals 
in Gloucester, a little help setting up the ceremony 
from their family and friends, and the fact that 
theirs was one of the only houses in Deltaville still 
with power, everything fell perfectly into place just 
in time for the ceremony. 

“Until I actually walked down the aisle that day I 
had no idea what everything was going to look like. 
I had, of course, this mental picture of what it was 
supposed to look like before the hurricane hit and 

Love weathers 
all storms

by Megan Schiffres

Alexander 
& Britney

Providence Plantation in Deltaville

October 13, 2018
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so then when I actually came down the aisle 
it was like, oh my God! It’s perfect! It was a 
miracle, quite literally, that it all came together 
like it did,” Britney said. 

Britney and Alexander were married on the 
banks of the Piankatank at Providence Plan-
tation in Deltaville, under an arch draped in 
eucalyptus leaves and between two enormous 
bouquets of white flowers. Britney wore a 
stunning floor-length white lace dress and her 
lace veil, which reached down to brush the 
grass lightly behind her as she stepped down 
the aisle, floated gently in the wind as the 
couple said their vows. 

They were married by Alexander’s uncle, 
Quigg Lawrence of the 
Church of the Holy Spirit, 
who recited the tradi-
tional wedding day verse, 
Corinthians 13:3-8, which 
begins with the proclama-
tion that “love is patient.” 
The couple exchanged 
simple vows before their 
gathered guests, both 
holding back tears, before 
sealing their union with 
a kiss. 

“The most exciting 
part, what I was truly 
looking forward to is 
that moment when you 
actually say I do and all 
that stress and planning 
leading up to that is all 
gone,” Britney said. “Ya’ll 
did it! You’re walking up 
the aisle, all your favor-

ite people are there cheering for you! You’ve 
somehow pulled off this beautiful wedding and 
now you get to go and enjoy all these people 
that came to see you and actually enjoy being 
man and wife.” 

The food for their reception, which was 
catered by Scoot’s BBQ in Gloucester, was 
cooked using a car generator and the cupcakes 
they served had to be made in the home of the 
baker, Michelle Carpenter, because her bakery 
was without power. However, according to 
Britney, once the party started none of the 
guests could tell anything had gone awry.

“A lot of people, once we were at the wed-
ding, had no idea that everything was run-
ning off generators or that anything had been 
messed up. I mean looking at the wedding you 
were like, man, this went so smooth but in 
reality it really didn’t,” she said. 

Some 272 people came to their wedding, 
and were served pulled barbecue, chicken, 
mac and cheese, green beans, crab dip, fruit 
trays, and a mashed potato bar at the recep-

“It was complete chaos. I had everything 
perfected, everything paid for, everything 
was done. And then the most unfor-
tunate thing of course happens and it 
throws a wrench in all of your plans. So 
we actually, on our wedding day, we ran 
off of six generators and our tent tore in 
half the day before we got married.”

Britney
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tion, which featured a rowboat filled with ice 
and refreshments. The decor was minimal 
and clean, with starch white table clothes 
and vases of hydrangeas covering every 
available surface. The couple were striving 
for an upscale rustic vibe, not too country 
but not too stiff, and found a nice balance. 
Their cocktail tables were actually enormous 
wooden spools used by electric companies 
to store wire, and the cake table was just two 
barrels with a piece of cut wood stuck on top. 

“I kind of always thought I was going to go 
for this country rustic but I was trying to get 
away from the cut wood and Mason jars, so I 
went with a more galvanized look,” Britney 
said. 

The couple ended their celebration with a 
spectacular fireworks display over the river, 
and their send-off by friends and family fea-
tured an aisle of sparklers that lit their faces 
in the gathering darkness by the riverside. 

Looking back, Britney said she was sur-
prised at how quickly the day passed.

“You stress building up all those little 
details but when you’re in the moment, 
everything goes by so fast,” she said. “It’s 
like a whirlwind. It’s almost like you black 
out through the whole experience. It’s unreal 
because it feels like it’s literally a fairytale 
happened and you’re like, oh my God, this is 
my life!” 

  Vendors
Makeup - Laci Fore Makeup Artistry 
Tent - Grand Rentals  
Videography - Riverside 24 Productions
Photos - Ashley Petersen Photography
Caterer - Scoot’s BBQ  
Flowers - Susan Valencia
Dress- Blush Bridal
Bridesmaid’s dresses - Tiffany’s Bridal 
Cupcakes - Michelle's Sweet Treats
Wedding rings - Burkes Fine Jewelers
DJ - Superior Entertainment Group
Hair - Avenue 42 Salon 
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“You stress building up all those 
little details but when you’re in the 
moment, everything goes by so 
fast. It’s like a whirlwind. It’s almost 
like you black out through the whole 
experience. It’s unreal because it 
feels like it’s literally a fairytale hap-
pened and you’re like, oh my God, 
this is my life!”

Britney
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Make your wedding or special event
memorable at Good Luck Cellars. 

GOOD LUCK CELLARS
1025 Goodluck Road

www.goodluckcellars.com

Reception Area

Facility

Outdoor Fireplace

Bar/Tasting Room

Facilities consist of

4,500 square feet of indoor 

space and 3,000 square feet 

of covered porch 

space. The acreage 

surrounding 

the tasting and 

production facility 

is also available for 

private outdoor 

events. 

"If the sun refused to shine, I would still be loving you. 
When mountains crumble to the sea, 

there will still be you and me."  —Led Zeppelin, "Thank You" 

Church View Septic Service, Inc.

Full Service Septic Business

 
other special event?

Luxury Restroom Trailer
 

Engaged couples spend lots of time and money planning their 
weddings. The Knot 2017 Real Weddings Study found that the aver-
age couple who married in 2017 spent more than $33,000 on their 
weddings. 

If that figure raises eyebrows, couples may be even more surprised 
to learn it does not include the cost of a honeymoon.

The 2017 Real Weddings Study found that the average engage-
ment length in 2017 was 14 months, and many couples are no doubt 
ready for a getaway after spending more than a year planning their 
weddings. Whether couples are working with shoestring budgets or 
have some financial flexibility, it’s wise to consider various factors 
before choosing a honeymoon destination.

Distance
A remote, exotic island might sound like the perfect place for 

couples to visit on their honeymoons. However, couples who spent 
more than a year planning their weddings may prefer somewhere less 
remote than an exotic isle that requires multiple flight transfers and 
possibly even days of travel to get to. 

Couples should discuss how much travel they’re willing to endure, 
and find somewhere that both partners are excited about.

Amenities
Many resorts offer honeymoon packages that include a host of 

amenities, including all-inclusive food and beverage, spa access, 
access to water sports, and even airport pickup and drop off.

Such packages can save couples substantial amounts of money, 
which can help those who might have spent more on their weddings 
than they initially intended.

Recreation
Couples also may want to consider local recreational activities 

before choosing a honeymoon destination. Some couples may just 
want to spend the duration of their honeymoons unwinding on a 
beach, while others may want to mix relaxation with exploration. 

Budget
If budgets were stretched for the wedding, couples should not dis-

count the benefits of planning a post-wedding weekend getaway and 
then saving money for a more traditional honeymoon down the road.

Couples should consider a host of factors
before choosing a honeymoon destination

ICYCC.COM                804.435.1340 
362 Club Drive, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
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We also offer a full line of everyday  
and specialty seasonal baked goods.

Call to schedule a complimentary tasting.

If you can dream it, we can design & bake it!

Making Life a Little Sweeter

Unique Creations  
for Unique Occasions

SPECIAL OCCASION BAKED GOODS
 Weddings ~ Engagement Parties ~ Bridal Showers ~ Rehearsal Dinners

Planning a wedding or event? 

Please call 804-453-6529  
to arrange to see Festival Halle  

and for information on  
availability and rates.

Festival Halle in Reedville, Virginia is a perfect location!  
Seats 200 with tables and chairs included, new bride’s room,  

and remodeled full kitchen.

Think outside the box with  
edible favors

Handmade gourmet chocolates
Homemade fudge

Country
    Cottage 

804-435-3812

For your Special Day

Bouquets
Centerpieces

Henry David Thoreau, author and poet
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Best  Day Ever

Helpful Hints
for planning the 

Choosing a wedding cake

“On something that’s complicated, it’ll take me about four weeks. If it’s 
just a simple hem, two weeks is plenty of time. 
I would never say don’t buy a dress because it’s too big or too long or 
not even quite what you want. You may find a dress for $99 at a bridal 
store and I can make it fit or change what you want. 
If you’re trying to lose weight before the wedding or if you gain weight, 
I’d say do another fitting about two weeks before the wedding.” 

Alice Miles 
Miles Ahead Tailoring, Irvington
Owner, 39 years experience in the tailoring business

“Ask to schedule a tasting. Choose at least three flavors to taste.
Bring pictures of ideas you like for your cake, as well as be open 
for suggestions to your design.
Ask questions, such as do you deliver, is there a charge, what’s 
the deposit, and when are payments due? The more you know, 
the more confident you will be that you choose the right baker.
Also, bring color samples of items you’re using in the wedding. 
This will help make sure that the colors coordinate.”

Marie Sanders 
Out of the Oven Bakery, White Stone 
30 years experience

Dress altering
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“To save money on a photographer try to do all ‘key things’ when 
you first arrive at the reception.
Make a list of all important pictures wanted including special rela-
tives.
Ask your guest to leave cell phones away during the ceremony and 
to please not post pictures on social media.
Give everyone a hashtag to add if they choose to post on social 
media. 
Allow time for wedding party photos between ceremony and recep-
tion but provide an open or cash bar and/or appetizers for the 
guests while they wait. 
Find out the pastor’s rules on photos during the ceremony.”
 Kristee Norwood
Portraits By Kristee, Deltaville

“

“Plan ahead and book your appointments for your hair, nails and 
makeup well in advance to ensure you and your wedding party get a 
time that works best for you. 
Schedule a trial run with your stylists to discuss and try different 
looks for hair and makeup on your big day. 
Be an individual. Finding styles on websites like Pinterest and show-
ing them to your stylist is a great way to communicate what you want 
to look like on your wedding day, but don’t forget to let your own 
personality shine through.” 

Whitney Kammeter 
and Mary Rittenhouse Rowe
Moxie Salon and Rittenhouse Salon, Kilmarnock 

“When a bride calls me to make an appointment, my initial questions 
would be when and where she is getting married.  Then I’d find out if 
she has an idea in mind for her invitations and/or if she sees some-
thing that interests her. Perhaps she has received an invitation that 
she liked. I’d suggest she bring it, or a picture of it, along with her for 
the initial consultation.”

Alana Courtney
Papeterie, Kilmarnock
Specializing in paper, printing services and gifts

“It’s always a good idea to check with potential venues to see how 
far in advance you can make reservations. On the same note, it’s 
good to ask them how quickly the venue typically books up. Certain 
venues will require an appointment for a showing. Even if you simply 
want to see it on your own, it’s best to call in advance and discuss 
this with the staff.”

Sandy O’Bier 
Office manager
Belle Isle State Park, featuring Bel Air 
historic area, Lancaster

Salon services for the big day

Ordering invitations

Selecting a wedding site

“The most important thing is picking a wedding venue. The venue will 
dictate all the wedding details including the theme, what type of wed-
ding dress you will buy and what type of vendors you will need. Setting a 
venue takes a lot of stress out of planning. 
If you pick an experienced vendor things will go much smoother, since 
they know what they are doing. Pay attention to reviews of vendors. 
Experienced vendors can make your day go off without a hitch. If you 
have knowledgable vendors and something goes wrong they will know 
what to do about it.”

Angeline Frame 
Historic Leafwood, Saluda
Angeline and her husband own Historic Leafwood. She also is publisher 
and owner of Virginia Bride magazine and a wedding show producer and 
has been involved in weddings for 17 years.

Venue and vendors

“In picking flowers, plan early, set a theme and a budget. Figure out what 
you want, this will save time and minimize changes. Sometimes simple is 
best, others want a flourish.
Things have changed. Not as many people are married in a church and 
wedding venues often provide much of what is needed.”

Patsy Brooks
River Birch Florists, Locust Hill
30 years experience

Choosing flowers

“As for hair styling, bring photos to your consultation with your hairstylist. 
Take a trial run. Bring hair accessories, such as veil, comb, tiara or flow-
ers. 
Allow time on the wedding day so you won’t be rushed. Have coloring and 
nails done ahead of time.”

Wanda Walton and Kelly Austin
Hair Port, Urbanna 
Wanda has been the owner for 30 years, and associate Kelly Austin has 
24 years experience.

Hair Styling

Updated wedding rules
“It is just a party—the most important party that you will ever host, but 
in the end, your friends and family want to come and celebrate with you. 
Relax and eat and dance and enjoy every minute of your day.
Delegate a special person to handle the details of the entire event or hire 
an affordable wedding planner/coordinator.
Most rules relating to weddings have gone away. You can discreetly ask 
for cash. You can register at Home Depot, Target and other affordable 
stores.
Rules that have not gone away: You need to say a personal hello to each 
and every guest. The easiest way to do this is to have a brief receiving 
line immediately after the ceremony with just the bride and groom, all the 
other bridal party and important family members will have time to visit. 
You need to write a personal thank you note for all of your gifts . . . a text 
or email is not appropriate.”

Peggy Snead
owner The Apple Blossom Plantation, Providence Forge

Photography
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Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-4 • Sun. 12-4
5757 Richmond Rd. Warsaw • 804-333-0581

Wedding & Gift Registry
Free gift to brides when you register!

Unique selection of bridal shower  
& wedding gifts!

Dixon Limousine Service
A Service for All Occasions

Weddings, Bridal Parties, Proms
Graduations, Dinners, etc.

16593 Historyland Hwy.  Warsaw, Va.
804-333-3327

Catering
Serving Weddings throughout 

Virginia for over 30 years.

804-435-3669
www.willabys.com

 
FROM WEDDINGS TO CORPORATE EVENTS, SHOWERS, TEAS AND PRIVATE PARTIES,

WOODLAND WILL NOT DISSAPOINT.

WOODLAND MANOR
26275 TIDEWATER TRAIL, DUNNSVILLE, VIRGINIA 22454

EVENTS@WOODLANDMANOREVENTS.COM   (804) 466-4696

EXPERIENCE

Southern Hospitality
AT ITS FINEST!

Let us help you make your own mark in 
history at our 229-year old Woodland 
Manor.

Wedding Packages starting at $1,250.00.

The Wild Bunch
Voted Best Florist in Eastern Virginia 6 years in a row!

From Whimsy & Unusual to Elegant & Traditional

Cynthia Naylor - 804-435-1044 - thewildbunchflowers.com
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 Full Service Bathing and Grooming
 Day Care
 Multiple Fenced-In Play Areas

 Nail Clipping
 Boarding
 On-Site Veterinarian

80 Whisk Drive, White Stone, VA    804-435-3548

BAYSIDE PET EMPORIUM
It’s been a dream of yours to have your dog – who you adore – at your side 
on your wedding day. We can help make your dream come true for your  
“Paw-Fect” special day. Our professional services include:

With this Pup, I thee wed …

Let us make your special day come true

Beautiful wedding venue with view 
of the Pamunkey River.

804‐966‐5896   •  @saudecreek.com
16230 Cooks Mill Rd., Lanexa, VA 23089

www.saudecreek.com

+

+

B ooking a band for a wedding or another spe-
cial event can be a great idea. The atmosphere 
musicians can provide is unmatched. 

Musicians offer a level of excitement that may not 
be met by other musical options. But some couples 
may find the prospect of booking live entertainment 
a bit challenging, especially if they’ve never hired 
musicians for an event. Here are some tips to make 
the process go smoothly.

 Just like you might 
before booking other vendors, seek advice from 
friends or family members who have recently gotten 
hitched or had live performers at their events. They 

may have wonderful things to say about particular 
bands or performers. Individuals also can consider 
a resource such as HireLiveMusicians.com, a global 
musician database that can help couples narrow 
down their options.

 Live musi-
cians can entertain guests throughout the ceremony 
and reception, but the longer musicians play, the 
more they’re likely to cost. Work with musicians to 
develop a schedule that suits your budget.

 Make sure musicians under-
stand the type of atmosphere you’re hoping to create. 
A band that customarily plays swing or big-band era 

songs may not fit in at weddings with more modern 
themes.

 Musicians may have fees 
related to their agents, cartage (extra given to musi-
cians who carry large equipment), mileage costs, 
travel time, lighting, and other factors that affect the 
overall price. Discuss these fees before signing any 
agreements. 

Musicians are great but 
not if the space is too small. Otherwise, the music can 
be too loud and overpowering, or the band will not 
have adequate space to set up. Consider these factors 
before making any decisions.

Booking the band
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B ridal showers are always 
an exciting time for a bride 
to feel special. Family and 

friends come together and shower the 
bride with gifts to make easing into this 
new chapter of life even more enjoy-
able. 

Bridal showers have changed over 
time and now some showers offer a 
theme, expecting guests to jump right 
in. Opportunities range from beach 
themes to Breakfast at Tiffany’s and 
many Disney themes. Hostesses even 
may choose to host parties such as 
Pampered Chef or Mary Kay.

Planning a fun and memorable bridal 
shower is no easy task. The hostess or 
hostesses must consider the guest list, 
invitations, food, entertainment and 
favors. Once a theme is picked, ideas 
should fall into place. 

Using the bride’s favorite movie is a 
popular idea. 

Anna Deaton of Gastonia, N.C., had 
a “My Favorite Things” themed bridal 
shower because her favorite movie is 
Rodgers and Hammerstein’s Sound of 
Music. 

“I think they may have asked my 
mom if I liked the movie, or they may 
have known, because it’s pretty well 
known that it’s a favorite of mine, my 
mom and my grandmother. And I loved 
the shower,” she said.

Her guests could participate by con-
tributing to a “blue box.” 

“The blue box is a gift set which 
included the movie and post cards with 
pictures of scenes from the movie. My 
cousin also had everyone write their 
favorite recipe on a card and put that 
in the blue box. She also had everyone 
bring a favorite kitchen item that was 
$7 and under, unwrapped, that went 
into a basket separate from wrapped 
gifts,” said Deaton.

Olivia McComas of Wake had a 
Breakfast at Tiffany’s bridal shower. 

“I have always been a fan of Audrey 
Hepburn and the movie Breakfast at 
Tiffany’s, so my matron and maid of 
honor chose this classic as my theme 
for my bridal shower. I thought it was 
such a lovely and elegant way to cel-

Themed bridal showers add a 
personal touch to the celebration

An idea for a Beauty and the Beast themed bridal shower. Photo 
courtesy of Sarah Dobbs

Rodgers and Hammerstein’s story of My Favorite Things 
sits as a party prop at a My Favorite Things themed shower. 
Photo courtesy of Anna Deaton

This box served as a recipe box for everyone’s 
favorite recipe. Photo courtesy of Anna Deaton

ebrate the bride to be. I adored it! They 
were able to incorporate so many ideas 
from the movie, from the classic blue 
box to the black dress and pearls,” said 
McComas. 

Light hors d'oeuvres were served 
and guests were able to participate in 
a Breakfast at Tiffany’s themed photo 
booth and the typical bridal shower 
games of forming teams and making 
the most beautiful wedding dress out of 
nothing other than toilet paper. 

Keeping with the movie theme with 
a fairytale blend, Sarah Dobbs of Mill-
ville, Pa., had a Beauty and the Beast 
theme. 

Jennifer Prince of Lynchburg, in Sep-
tember, hosted a vinyl record themed 
bridal shower for her daughter at a local 
record shop. 

“Our town of Lynchburg has the 
most fabulous record shop, which 
also happens to have the most beauti-

by Madison White Franks
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If the bride and groom 
desire a celebration 
together, a couples 
shower is your next best 
option. A couples shower 
provides the opportunity 
to invite all of the bride's 
and groom’s closest 
friends and family to 
celebrate their upcom-
ing nuptials. Like a bridal 
shower, a couples shower 
can have any type of 
theme, from a barbecue 
to sports. 

ful morning light. I knew that in order 
for it to be a surprise for my daughter, 
we had to be creative, so I contacted 
Speakertree (the record shop), who 
was totally on board for a fun surprise,” 
said Prince. “From there the ideas for a 
record themed shower began. In search-
ing ideas, I found mostly black records, 
but I really wanted this shower to have 
a soft feminine feel.” 

She then enlisted the help of some 
designers to paint the records white. 
The food was even round like a record. 

Cindy Hodges of Deltaville threw 
a Mickey Mouse themed shower. She 
chose Mickey Mouse because the 
bride-to-be was a big fan and the couple 
planned to honeymoon at Walt Disney 
World. 

“The menu was cookout themed 
and every dish had a Disney reference 
like bippity boppity burgers, Humpty 
Dumpty dogs and enchanted potato 
salad,” said Hodges. 

As a party favor, she gave out a 
package of Mickey and Minnie Mouse 
cookies. 

Whitney Lang of Kilmarnock had a 
kitchen themed bridal shower. 

“What was really neat was that every 
gift was kitchen-related and the invita-
tion had a recipe card attached that the 
guest filled with their favorite recipe 
and the hostesses gave to me. Fun gift 
that’s super special and helpful,” said 
Lang. 

History of bridal showers 
Did you know bridal showers can be 

dated back to the 16th century? Accord-
ing to worldbridemagazine.com, they 
can be traced back to Holland where a 
bridal shower was initiated as an alter-
native to the dowry system. A dowry is 
the money, goods or estate that a woman 
brings to her husband in marriage. 

Friends and families gave small 
favors to the bride to help her begin 

The Breakfast at Tiffany’s bridal shower theme is displayed 
here with the iconic turquoise blue with a strand of pearls 
and black sunglasses as a party favor. Photo by Amber 
Jackson

A bridal shower invitation with a 
Breakfast at Tiffany’s theme. Photo by 
Amber Jackson

More Breakfast at Tiffany’s party favors. Photo by Amber 
Jackson

Tiffany blue punch to go with the 
Breakfast at Tiffany’s theme. Photo by 
Amber Jackson

Mickey Mouse colors were chosen as the decor for the 
tables and Mickey and Minnie Mouse cookies were given 

out as favors at a Mickey Mouse themed bridal shower. 
Photo courtesy of Cindy Hodges

Continued on the following page



Bliss

her married life, whether she was too 
poor to afford a dowry or the father was 
opposed to the match. 

The Dutch tell the story of a young, 
high-society girl who fell in love with 
a miller’s son. Despite her family’s dis-
approval of the boy because of his low 
class, she insisted on marrying him. 
Sounds like the well-known Shake-
speare story of Romeo and Juliet, right? 
It is said the girl’s father threatened to 
withhold her dowry if she disobeyed 
him and did not marry his choice, a 
wealthy pig farmer. 

When her friends learned of this, 
they brought her gifts in lieu of the 

Subtle hints of a vinyl record theme 
were used in this bridal shower in 
Lynchburg. Photo by Meredith De 
Avila Khan, used by permission from 
HillCityBride.com

The menu items were round like 
the record and included a cheddar 
bacon scone, sugar and spice donuts 
and a fruit salad. Photo by Meredith 
De Avila Khan, used by permission 
from HillCityBride.com

A fun picture of a group that came to celebrate the bride-
to-be at a vinyl record theme shower. Photo by Meredith 
De Avila Khan, used by permission from HillCityBride.com

dowry. The father of the 
bride became touched by 
her friend’s actions and then 
agreed to the marriage. 

In the U.S., bridal showers 
became popular in the late 
19th century. Women would 
gather to celebrate the bride 
and share advice on marriage 
to the bride-to-be. 

So why is it called a 
shower? According to world-
bridemagazine.com, during these 
parties, women would often place 
small gifts inside a paper parasol and 
‘shower’ them over the bride-to-be. 
Over time, bridal showers have evolved 

into an affair of celebrating the bride 
and giving her gifts that would be 
useful in her new home. Brides even 
promote gift registries for showers to 
get exactly what she may desire for her 

new chapter of life. 
Whether you are the hostess or the 

bride-to-be being celebrated, a bridal 
shower is a great place to celebrate the 
bride with a theme dear to her heart. 
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