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I f you’ve noticed a lot of engagement pics or changes in rela-
tionship status in your social media feeds lately, it’s because it’s 
officially proposal season. And wedding season is just around 

the corner. 
Time to start planning the big day by finding a location for that 

perfect wedding, and saying “yes to the dress.” Our reporters will 
help with both.

Inside this edition of Bliss, we’ve highlighted wedding dress 
trends, including what’s in and what’s out for the 2020 bride. We’ve 
also featured a rustic farm wedding. Barnyard nuptials are growing 
more and more popular. Find out how one young couple turned a 
farm into a beautiful backdrop for their special day. 

But before the invitations go out, the save-the-date postcards are 
mailed or the planning begins, there has to be a proposal. Some are 
simple gestures, some are grand displays of affection. All are sappy 
and romantic. We asked couples to share their sweet proposal sto-
ries that led to an “I do.” 

We hope you enjoy our wedding guide, find it a useful planning 
tool and support the advertisers that make this publication possible. 
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Matthew 
& Lori

by Megan Schiffreswedding
A rustic fairy tale 

A crowd of 200 are gathered at the edge of a 
picturesque field, encircled by a lush forest 
and facing a mighty tree whose leaves are 

just beginning to signal the fall. 
A hush falls over the group as they seem to hold 

their collective breath, straining in their seats and 
squinting into the distance with eyes full of hope-
ful expectation. Then, almost too softly to discern, 
the sound of hooves clomping and ancient wheels 
turning reaches the crowd and breaks the expect-
ant tension that kept them still and quiet. The 
bride and her father come slowly into view, car-
ried along in a magnificent white carriage pulled 
by two snowy white horses, as their family cheers 
and the husband-to-be smiles from under the alter. 

The carriage, the horses, and the royal entrance 
combine to create the feeling of a fairy tale come 
to life. But even though she made a beautiful prin-
cess and her father a stoic, regal king, this wasn’t 
really Lori Smith’s vision when she began planning 
her wedding to Matthew Harris. It was the vision 
of her soon-to-be mother-in-law, Katie Harris, 
who has a special place in her heart for horses and 
wanted them to be a part of her son’s wedding day. 

“She asked me about it for like, nine months, 
and I kept telling her no. And then I kind of hinted 
it was okay and she ran with it. That was all she 
needed,” said Lori. 

The rest of their wedding, however, was truly 
a reflection of the couple who were married. On 
October 12, Lori and Matthew became husband 
and wife following a simple but moving ceremony. 
They were joined by their dearest friends and 
family and were surrounded by the natural splen-

Paynefield Farm, 
Tappahannock

October 12, 2019
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dor of the area when they took each other’s hand 
and vowed to spend their lives loving each other. 

Lori and Matthew are both Northern Neck 
natives, and spent their entire childhoods grow-
ing up only a county away from each other. Lori, 
who attended Lancaster High School, would see 
Matthew at football games or other events where 
her school overlapped with Northumberland High 
School, but the two never spoke. It wasn’t until 
their freshman year at Virginia Tech that they actu-
ally met and formed a friendship that would one 
day become a partnership. 

The carriage, the horses, and the royal entrance combine to create the 
feeling of a fairy tale come to life. But even though she made a beautiful 
princess and her father a stoic, regal king, this wasn’t really Lori Smith’s 
vision when she began planning her wedding to Matthew Harris.The wooden archway constructed by Lori’s father Roger 

Smith formed the aisle that his daughter walked down to 
meet her husband-to-be. 

A three-tiered wedding 
cake adorned with the 

same foliage in Lori’s 
wedding bouquet was 

made by her mother, 
Christy Smith. 

Roger Smith walks his 
daughter down the aisle 
and prepares to give her 
away. 
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Lori and Matthew have 
their first dance as a 
married couple in the 
revitalized, rustic barn 
on Paynefield Farm.

“I was walking across the parking lot with one of my friends 
and he was by himself,” Lori said. “He asked if we could give him 
our number so that he would have someone to hang out with.” 

A year of friendship went by until the pair started dating and 
soon found themselves 23 years old, Lori working as a structural 
engineer, Matthew working at his family farm, and both about to 
marry their best friend. 

After descending from the horse-drawn carriage, Lori’s father, 
Roger Smith, led her down an aisle of pointed wooden archways 
he constructed himself for the occasion, which were draped with 
plant life and from which hung soft, glowing lanterns. Together 
they made their way to the front of the crowd where Matthew 
waited under another archway constructed by Lori’s father. The 
curved wooden structure elegantly framed the couple as they 
smiled at each other and prepared to be married. 

“I was kind of weirdly calm. Luckily our pastor did a great job, 
it was quick and detailed and so I didn’t have a lot of built up 
pressure,” Matthew said. 

Following a short ceremony which took place at Paynefield 
Farm near Tappahannock, the reception was moved to a rustic 
barn on the property that the couple’s family transformed into 
a picturesque event space with some creativity and about 400 
yards of fabric. A three-tiered wedding cake, made by Lori’s 
mother Christy Smith and topped with the same white roses 
and ornate vines that Lori carried in her bouquet down the aisle, 
was proudly displayed and enjoyed at the reception. Lori, whose 
mother and father are neither carpenters nor bakers, says her 
parents supported them in many surprising ways throughout the 
wedding day. 

 Lori

“I think it’s just such a stressful day though, it 
kind of all just goes by super quickly and you 
don’t even really realize what all is happening 
because you’re just waiting for something to go 
wrong,” Lori said. “It wasn’t until the reception, 
after the ceremony and after the pictures and 
everything, you actually get to just sit there and 
relax.”

Lori grins sheepishly as she and her father Roger Smith arrive to the wedding ceremony in 
a horse-drawn carriage. 

Heather Smith 
and Savannah 
Harris perform a 
rap instead of a 
more traditional 
wedding toast. 



January 30, 2020  •  Bliss  •  7

V enue: Paynefield Farm, 5695 Mt. Landing  
Road, Tappahannock

C aterer and florist: Bobby Davis, owner  
of Four Seasons Flowers and Gifts, 16279 
Richmond Road, Callao 

P hotographer: Katelyn Cash Photography, 
Lottsburg,  katelyncashphotography.com 

I nvitations: Papeterie, 18 N. Main Street,  
Kilmarnock
B ridesmaid shirts and souvenirs: Willow  

Stitch, 179 Main Street, Warsaw 
H orse and carriage: Hundley Carriages,  

8300 Hopkins Road, Richmond 
V an rental: Davis Auto Sales, 382 North  

Main Street, Kilmarnock. 
DJ: Signature DJs, Toano

“My parents are both very capable with things that are not nec-
essarily part of their job description,” said Lori. 

After their first dance as a married couple, Lori and Matthew 
were ready to relax and enjoy the event they and their family had 
worked so hard to put together. For Lori, this was the first time 
she had time to think since the day before. 

“I think it’s just such a stressful day though, it kind of all just 
goes by super quickly and you don’t even really realize what all 
is happening because you’re just waiting for something to go 
wrong,” she said. “It wasn’t until the reception, after the cere-
mony and after the pictures and everything, you actually get to 
just sit there and relax.” 

Lori and Matthew expected the rest of their evening to be pre-
dictable and simple, but instead of a more traditional toast, the 
couple was shocked and delighted when their sisters, Heather 
Smith and Savannah Harris, launched into a five-minute rap 
about their lives together set to the tune of “Don’t Stop Believ-
ing”, “Old Town Road” and “Ice Ice Baby.”

“It was something I’ll never forget. Hilarious and funny and 
they’re absolutely insane for doing that,” said Lori. 

Despite beginning their wedding in a horse-drawn carriage, the 
couple’s first  evening as man and wife ended in a manner much 
closer to their own laid back style—sharing an order of Chick-fil-
A with their friends and family. 

VEndors

Matthew dips his new wife as 
sparklers held aloft by their friends 
and family members shower the 
couple with burning light. 

Lori and Matthew gaze into each 
others eyes on a horse-drawn 
carriage following their wedding 
ceremony. 
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Think �tside the b� with  
edible favs
 Handmade gourmet chocolates
 Homemade fudge

Country
    Cottage 

795 Rappahannock Drive  •  White Stone, VA 22578
804-435-3812  •  countrycottagews.net

F y�r Special Day
 Beautiful flowers
 Bouquets
 Centerpieces

5011 Richmond Road • Warsaw, VA
featheryournestcindylloyddesign.com 

Cindy Lloyd Design 
 804-333-6463 • 804-761-3715

Complete Interior Design Services

So what do you do with yours, mine & ours?

Let me help you put it ALL together!

Joining hearts was the easy part…

During their engagements, couples will make many decisions in 
regard to their weddings. Wedding planning can sometimes seem 
like a runaway train of appointments, schedules and deadlines. As 
a result, some couples do not take the time to enjoy being engaged, 
which is a special and unique time in their lives.

Engagement photo shoots can be a unique way for couples to 
commemorate and enjoy the months preceding their weddings. 
Engagement photos memorialize the engagement and provide many 
additional benefits as well.

1. Engagement photo shoots give couples a chance to connect 
with their photographers. Booking an engagement photo shoot pro-
vides helpful information to both the couple and the photographer. 
The photographer gets to see how the couple interacts in front of the 
lens and can determine any insecurities or strengths and weaknesses 
couples may have. These lessons can be filed away and help make 
wedding day photos look better. Similarly, spending time with the 
photographer gives the couple an opportunity to develop a rapport 
with their photographer. If couples and their photographer don’t 
click, scheduling an engagement shoot well in advance of the wed-
ding gives couples a chance to find someone else to take their photos.

2. An engagement photo shoot gives couples time to spend together. 
An engagement photo shoot is an ideal time to spend an afternoon in 
a special location focusing on each other without wedding planning 
taking up your time. 

3. Photo shoots provide a chance to get comfortable in front of the 
camera. Professional photographs taken before the wedding enables 
couples to view how they will appear in pictures. Seeing these photos 
might help couples grow more comfortable in front of the camera. 
This practice can help couples temper their anxieties prior to the wed-
ding. An engagement shoot also can be a great time for couples to 
speak with their photographers about angles or styles they prefer or 
dislike.

4. The bride and groom have save-the-date or social media photos. 
Engagement photographs can be used for save-the-date cards or 
social media postings (check with the photographer for licensing 
agreements). This can be a great way to spread excitement about the 
upcoming nuptials.

5. Photo shoots provide a chance to experiment with vivid back-
drops. Engagement photography gives couples plenty of opportuni-
ties to experiment with different locales, which may not be possible 
come the wedding day.

5 great reasons to take 
engagement photos

 Wedding Ceremony Site with Stunning 
Views of  Indian Creek and  
Chesapeake Bay 

 

 Reception Venue for up to 250 Guests  
(Indoor/Outdoor options with additional 
guest accommodations with tent rental) 

 

 Make it YOUR day  
Customized Menu Planning and  
Variety of Floorplan Options 

ICYCC.COM                804.435.1340 
362 Club Drive, Kilmarnock, VA 22482

We can accommodate up to 150 guests 
 

804.776.6516 • 6198 Stormont Rd., Hartfield, VA 
www.prgcgolf.com 

THE STEAMBOAT RESTAURANT 
 

is available for every function you are planning. 
 

From weddings to birthday parties , family re-
unions to holiday parties, our professional staff 

can cater to your every need 
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Bridal Boutique Solutions

www.bridalboutiquesolutions.com

Maximizing the enjoyment • Minimizing the stress
PO Box 25 • Irvington, Virginia 22480

804 • 438 • 6424
bridalboutiquesolutions@gmail.com

Wedding coordinating 
services for the 

Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

Our goal is to provide peace of mind 
and ensure that all the details will 

come together as envisioned.

Rehearsals • Ceremonies • Receptions

Beloved American poet, Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, wrote “for every-

thing you gain, you lose something 
else.” Surely that is true of the often 
overwhelming movement we call social 
media. It has gained us increased inter-
connectedness, immediate knowledge 
of events, saved time, and saved paper 
and postage. However, I think we could 
agree that our use of it has diminished 
our privacy and even our civility.

Many a bride and groom are con-
fused by the etiquette of incorporating 
social media into their wedding plans. 
So, let’s take a look at the role of e-mail 
and Facebook in the realm of matri-
mony. 

Wedding invitations
E-vites are certainly less expensive 

than printed or engraved invitations, 
and they save paper.  However, con-
sider the following possible negatives 
of E-vites which are put forth by the 
Emily Post  Institute:

• Recipients may not regularly check 
their e-mail, and some services require 
Internet access, and often certain 
“applications”,  to view and respond to 
invitations.

• E-mail delivery is often thwarted by 
misspelled addresses and spam bans.

• E-vites don’t guarantee any faster 
responses than their hard copy counter-
parts. 

A good guest will respond right 
away regardless of how the invitation 
is delivered. Unfortunately, there are 
many people who, though aware of, 
and adept in, most all social issues, 
have trouble remembering to RSVP. 
The probability that this will happen is 
multiplied when an E-vite, as opposed 
to a hand held invitation, disappears 
from the screen.

• “A wedding invitation is one of the 
most personal invitations issued, and an 
electronic version may not convey that 
sentiment. Its ephemeral nature doesn’t 
give it keepsake status”.

Facebook invitations may be appro-
priate for impromptu and informal 
events, but for a formal event such as a 
wedding, invitations should reflect the 
special nature of the occasion.

The bottom line on electronic invita-
tions is that both E-vites and Facebook 
can offer fun, fresh ways to invite 
people to showers and attendants’ par-
ties, but they are not appropriate for 
weddings. 

Posting of pictures
A wedding is a private affair. The 

guest list is carefully considered and 
invitations have been issued to every-
one the bridal couple wishes to be part 
of the ceremony and the reception.

Although we, as guests, may be 
immensely impressed by the wedding 
party, the attire, the ceremony at the 
altar, the surroundings, the guests, the 
food, the band, and the dancing, it is 
not our party. We have no right to post 
pictures of any of it before the bride 
and groom give permission. 

Our joy-filled photos may be the 
cause of deeply hurt feelings of an 
uninvited guest who receives them. The 
respectful thing to do is to keep them 
to ourselves until we are certain it is 
alright to share. 

Wedding announcements 
Announcements that the couple has 

been wed are sent to those who, for 
practical reasons, were not invited to 
the wedding, but who the bride and 
groom (or their parents) would like 
to have share in their happy news. 
This might include friends who live 
far away, distant relatives or business 
acquaintances.

The proper vehicle for announce-
ments is still stationery, written and 
addressed in much the same style as 
the wedding invitation and sent by the 
postal service. No gift is required, but a 
note or card of best wishes is definitely 
appropriate.

Do you think it is important to hold 
onto those traditions which reflect 
respect, beauty and which honor the 
very essence of love? Please say “I do!”  

Ginger Philbrick is the owner of 
Because You Are Polite....LLC. You are 
invited to email your manners ques-
tions to her and she will respond as 
time and space allow. You may contact 
her at youarepolite1@gmail.com.

Because You Are Polite

Wedding etiquette and social media

by Ginger Philbrick

 

Come stay with us 
in picturesque 

Deltaville! 
 

Newly Renovated  
Rooms from top to 

bottom. 
 GREAT RATES 

BOOK NOW 804-776-1021 
Deltavilledockside.com 

GREAT RATES
BOOK NOW

Come stay with us in
picturesque Deltaville!
Newly Renovated Rooms

from top to bottom.
804-776-1021

Deltavilledockside.com

Attending a wedding soon?

Electric Flush Toilet/Urinal • Stereo 
Pedestal to Glamour Sinks • Fireplace/AC

Church View Septic Service, Inc.
Rental Toilets • Installations • Repairs • Pumping

Full Service Septic Business

(804) 758-5836 • www.churchviewseptic.com

Locally Owned and Operated by Tom Langford

Planning your wedding or  
other special event?

Luxury Restroom Trailer
This trailer brings the comforts  
of home to your outdoor event
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If your style is less than traditional and you’re 
always looking for the latest trends, what you 
wear on your wedding day doesn’t have to be 
any different. Though bridal wear is not as 
trendy as other types of fashion, there are still 
trends.

Here a few of the latest:
• It’s all about the back. Given that 

so much of the ceremony sees the bride from 
behind, it only makes sense that designers are 
adding dramatic touches to the back of the 
gown. From plunging backs and graceful sweep-
ing cowls, to interesting cutouts, buttons and 
bows, the details will allow you and your dress 
to garner attention both coming and going.

• A blushing bride. If you want to stray 
from basic bridal white, blush might be the 
option for you. This is not the first bridal season 
to offer the color, so it appears that dresses in 
this pink-kissed color might be here to stay. The 
wonderful thing about gowns in this color—or 
its close cousin buff—is that it suits so many 
skin tones and is anything but basic.

• Lingerie comes out. Corset inspired 
bodices, complete with exposed boning and 
lace and once limited to lingerie, can be found 
topping a variety of dress styles. Depending 
on fabric choices, this classic style can fit the 

daring just as well as the demure bride.
• Off the shoulder romance. While a 

number of off the shoulder styles are now tra-
ditional in bridal design, a newer silhouette is 
showing up. Fuller sleeves, in contrast with 
the bareness of the shoulders, give this roman-
tic look a dramatic, modern twist and comes 
straight off of the red carpet and runways.

• Luscious layers. From full, frothy ruffles 
of tulle to airy, delicate tiers of lace, layers are 
a weightless way to add volume in skirts that 
make a statement as you walk down the aisle. 
The detailing is also striking in wedding photos.

• Brides of a feather. Layers of light and 
wispy ostrich feathers are another way to add 
movement and a bit of whimsy to your dress. 
While voluminous feathers have shown up in 
previous seasons, this year, it’s a more delicate 
touch, mostly at the hems of skirts, but also at 
sleeves and necklines.

• A little cover-up. While jackets and 
shawls have been wedding mainstays, if you’re 
planning on walking down the aisle in cooler 
months, long capes and blazers are a fresher 
approach for winter weddings. The cape dra-
matically drapes like a train and the menswear-
inspired blazer is a stylish juxtaposition to the 
femininity of the dress.

Getting to yes
 finding the dress of your dreams
by Jackie Nunnery

If you’ve opened a magazine, 
searched online, or walked 
into a bridal store looking for a 

wedding dress, you are immedi-
ately struck by the overwhelming 
amount of choices. Since no one 
has enough time or energy to try 
them all, there are a few ways to 
narrow down your choices, find the 
perfect fit, and walk down the aisle 
in the dress of your dreams.

Wedding dress trends for 2020

White, blush and buff are popular gown colors 
this year. Photo by Ashley Hall Photography
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What about a second wedding?
While second weddings can be easier in some 

ways—you know what you like and what you 
don’t—it can be even more stressful choosing what 
to wear. Fortunately, rules have relaxed for second 
weddings. What used to be limited to small civil cer-
emonies and luncheons, have now become nearly as 
elaborate as first weddings. Even if it’s your second 
marriage, it’s your first as a couple, so it’s all up to 
you and your budget. So let’s talk about some of the 
rules.

Can you wear white? Of course, it’s your day! 
Though your comfort level will dictate whether you 
choose to wear white or another color, it is no longer  
taboo. If you’re more comfortable wearing traditional 
second wedding colors, they’re typically on the softer 
side. Think blush, buff, or grey.

Can I wear a gown? Sure! Again, you need to 
be your own guide. Many second brides wear less 
formal, shorter dresses or suits, but formal gowns are 
appropriate too.

What about a veil? Here’s one rule people seem 
split about. While one camp says “wear whatever 
you want,” another says the full veil should be left to 
first-timers. A good compromise? Try a blusher veil 
with a fascinator. You still get the formality and a 
very short veil that says “bride.”

What about mature brides? Are there different 
rules if you re-marry at an older age? The short 
answer is no. It’s still your day and you deserve to 
look and feel special regardless of your age.

It happens to all of us. We fall in love with 
something on a hanger but fall out of love after 
we try it on. Brides come in all shapes and sizes, 
so to streamline the selection process and avoid 
disappointment, you should match your shape 
with the silhouette of the dress.

First, it’s helpful to know a little gown vocabu-
lary for the most common styles:

• Ballgown. This is the classic princess 
dress with a fitted bodice and a very full skirt.

• A-line. Similar to a ball gown but with a 
more subtle flare in the skirt.

• Column or sheath. This dress skims the 
body through the hips and falls straight, without 
a flare.

• Fit and flare, trumpet and mermaid. 
These are the dresses to show off your curves. 
While all dresses have a similar fitted silhou-
ette, it's all about where the flare begins and how 
much. The fit and flare starts just below the hip 
with a gradual flare, offering the most freedom 
of movement; the trumpet at mid-thigh; and the 
mermaid at the knee with a very dramatic flare 
to the floor.

Second, know your shape:
• Hourglass. As the name implies, an hour-

glass figure has an ample chest and hips with a 
narrow waist. This body type can best wear the 
trumpet or mermaid styles, but really any style, 
except for the sheath dress, will work for you.

• Pear or triangle. This means you have 

narrower shoulders than your hips and thighs. 
You should look for ball gowns that will accen-
tuate your waist and include intricate details on 
the bodice. 

• Apple or inverted triangle. With an 
ample bust and wider shoulders than your hips, 
A-line or fit and flare dresses will balance out 
your figure. Look for interesting necklines—a 
sweetheart, or deep V-neck, or halter—that are 
flattering for your body type.

• Rectangle or straight. A sleek figure 
with little waist definition. You will look and feel 
fantastic in the sheath dresses, especially ones 
that cinch at the waist with a belt detail, This will 
accentuate your waist and emphasize the curves 
you have.

• Petite. Choose dresses that won’t over-
power your small frame. Fit and flare dresses 
will elongate your frame without too much 
fabric. You can also try an A-line if you like 
more of a flare without it being too much.

Just remember, your wedding dress should 
not only make you look good and feel good, but 
it should also be suited for the wedding venue. 
You want to be comfortable whether it’s a grand 
ballroom or casual beach. You also want to be 
able to enjoy time with your friends and family 
and not worry about constant adjustments. Even 
though it’s one of the most important garments 
you will buy, take your time, have fun and enjoy 
the process.

Finding your fit
Styles to enhance your shape Saying I Do again

Layers are striking in wedding photos. Bows add a dramatic touch to the back of a 
gown.

Jackets and shawls are a must in cooler 
months.
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Dixon Limousine Service
A Service for All Occasions

Weddings, Bridal Parties, Proms
Graduations, Dinners, etc.

16593 Historyland Hwy. � Warsaw, Va.
804-333-3327

64 Meadowbrook Road • Warsaw, VA 22572
804-333-4978 • www.clementstentrentals.com

Weddings may focus on 
the couples getting 

hitched, but weddings also are 
special thanks to the many 
family and friends couples 
involve in the festivities. Some 
of the more successful wed-
dings are ones in which couples 
honor their guests and let 
them know how much they’re 
appreciated. • Arrange seats at 
the ceremony (if practical) in a 
circular pattern around you so 
that everyone can have a great 
view when you exchange vows.

• Create a bathroom con-
venience basket for both the 
men’s and women’s bathrooms. 
Stock items that might come 
in handy, like mouthwash, 
toothpaste, first aid items, spare 
pantyhose, hair spray, sanitary 
products, moisturizer, gum, and 
whatever other niceties you can 
think of.

• Provide prearranged to-go 
boxes so that guests can take 
home tasty tidbits from the 
meal or dessert table. 

• Offer transportation 
between the ceremony and 
reception.

• Customize “do not disturb” 
door tags for overnight guests 
so they can ensure they get 
enough shut-eye after party-
ing into the wee hours of the 
morning.

• Make sure the photographer 
takes photos of everyone at 
every table and then share those 
photos on a wedding website 
or via social media. Create a 
hashtag unique to your wedding 
so that guests can easily find 
the photos.

• Provide inexpensive slip-
pers or flip-flops so that avid 
dancers can rest their toes in 
between songs.

• If valet parking service is 
not included, ask for an add-on 
so that guests get door-to-door 
treatment.

• Always be considerate of 
special needs by seating guests 
in places where they’re most 
likely to be comfortable. Keep 
elderly guests away from speak-
ers and near exits to facilitate 
trips to the bathroom.

• Be mindful of all food 

allergies or requirements and 
have accommodations set up in 
advance.

• Honor those people who 
could not be at the wedding in a 
special way, including deceased 
family and friends.

• Include information about 
how guests can request songs 
at the reception. Pass on the 
information to the band or DJ.

• Encourage guests to get up 
and dance by making it fun. Put 
song lyrics from different songs 
on each table. When that song 
is played, that table has to join 
you on the dance floor.

• Remember to thank every-
one for coming and follow up 
those in-person sentiments 
with handwritten, personalized 
thank-you notes.

Plan to treat guests 
in extra-special ways

Deltav i l le  Mar i t ime Museum 
& Hol ly  Point  Nature Park

office@deltavillemuseum.com 804-776-7200

T h e  a w a r d  w i n n i n g  
W a t e r f r o n t  a t  T h e  
D e l t a v i l l e  M a r i t i m e  
M u s e u m  i s  t h e  
p e r f e c t  c h o i c e  t o  
m a k e  y o u r  m e m o r y 
u n f o r g e t t a b l e !

S u r r o u n d e d  
b y  o u r  
b e a u t i f u l  
g a z e b o ,  t e a  
h o u s e ,  a n d  
w a t e f r o n t
a r e a s ,  t h i s  
i n d o o r  o r  
o u t d o o r ,  
y e a r - r o u n d ,  
f a c i l i t y  i s  
D e l t a v i l l e ’ s
p r e m i e r  
l o c a t i o n  f o r  
w h a t e v e r  
e v e n t  y o u  
a r e  
p l a n n i n g !

P a r t i e s ,  S o c i a l s ,  
W e d d i n g s  ,  C l u b s 
R e c e p t i o n s , P i c n i c s  
D i n n e r s  ,  M e e t i n g s , 
R e u n i o n s , a n y & a l l  
O c c a s i o n s !  

  n e w  o f f - s e a s o n   r a t e s

Custom Gourmet
Wedding Catering
www.THETABLEATWILTON.com

804.776.9555

16273 General Puller Hwy, Unit A-4, Deltaville, VA 23043

thetableatwilton@gmail.com

Catering MULTI-YEAR WINNER

Serving Weddings throughout 
Virginia for over 30 years.

804-435-3669
www.willabys.com

Experience that assures flawless
food and service, whether you’re hosting a 

tented Wedding Reception creekside,
throwing a casual Rehearsal in the countryside,

or serving a morning Brunch poolside.

Our next supplement, Bay HealthStyles, publishes 
February 27. To advertise call the Record at 435-

1701 or the Sentinel at 758-2328.
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Planning a wedding or event? 

Please call 804-453-6529  
to arrange to see Festival Halle and for 
information on availability and rates.

Festival Halle in Reedville, Virginia is a 
perfect location! Seats 200 with tables 
and chairs included, new bride’s room,  

and remodeled full kitchen.

 Full Service Bathing and Grooming
 Day Care
 Multiple Fenced-In Play Areas

 Nail Clipping
 Boarding
 On-Site Veterinarian

80 Whisk Drive, White Stone, VA  •  804-435-3548

BAYSIDE PET EMPORIUM
It’s been a dream of yours to have your dog – who you adore – at your side 
on your wedding day. We can help make your dream come true for your  
“Paw-Fect” special day. Our professional services include:

With this Pup, I thee wed …

Couples about to embark 
on their wedding journeys 

will likely learn a thing or two 
about party planning once their 
engagements are over and they 
are newly married. A crash 
course in wedding terminology 
can help couples make more 
informed choices while plan-
ning their special day.. 

• Blusher: A short, single-
layer veil that covers the bride’s 
face before the ceremony.

• Boutonnière: A single 
flower bud worn by the men in 
the bridal party.

• Canapés: Bite-sized appe-
tizers served during the cocktail 
hour of a reception.

• Civil ceremony: A marriage 
ceremony conducted by a coun-
cil official or justice of the peace 
at a municipal location rather 
than in a house of worship.

• Cocktail hour: Interlude 
between the wedding ceremony 

and the main dinner of the 
reception. Guests have time to 
arrive and mingle before being 
seated.

• Corkage fee: A fee some 
establishments charge to allow 
guests to bring their own wine. 

• Dais: A podium or platform 
raised from the floor where the 
bride and groom are seated. 

• Deposit: A percentage of 
the total cost of service given 
to a vendor to secure a date for 
their services.

• Dragées: Round, small 
edible balls of sugar that appear 
on wedding cakes.

• Escort (seating) cards: 
Printed cards that direct recep-
tion guests to their seats.

• Fondant: A sweet, plyable 
product used to decoratively 
cover layered cakes. It can be 
used in lieu of straight butter-
cream. 

• Handle wrap: Ribbon or 

fabric that wraps around the 
stems of a bouquet the bride and 
wedding party carries.

• Master of ceremonies: An 
individual who will work with 
the DJ or band to announce the 
various components of the wed-
ding reception.

• Nosegay: A small bouquet 
or flower arrangement typically 
given to the mothers of the bride 
and groom before the ceremony.

• Processional/Recessional: 
Musical pieces that mark the 
entrance and exit from the wed-
ding ceremony.

• Receiving line: A line of the 
key people in the wedding who 
welcome and greet guests.

• Stationery: All of the paper 
products used at the wedding, 
including invitations, programs 
and enclosures.

• Tablescape: A word that 
describes the multiple compo-
nents of centerpiece designs. 

Get schooled on wedding terminology

Four Seasons Flowers & Gifts
WEDDING CONSULTANT

16279 RICHMOND ROAD  ■  CALLAO, VA

Robert D. Davis, Jr.  ■  804-529-6405
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Proposals  to  remember.....
Deep down, the majority of women, and more men 

than will admit it, are romantics. We all love a good 
proposal story. There’s something sentimental, sappy 
and, yes hopeful, about that moment when two people 
commit to spending the rest of their lives together. 

Some proposals are over-the-top romantic and others 
simple and sweet. No matter, we love to hear about the 
gesture when that life-long commitment is made. 

We have six couples which have shared their stories 
about the planning, effort and love that went into that 
special moment. 

I had been a single parent father for almost five years when I was asked by a co-worker 
if I was interested in a blind date. During that time I’d only been on two dates, and the 

re was a constant go-go-go of my lifestyle which included completing two college degrees 
during this time period, along with working the hard life of shift work at the paper mill in 
West Point: I had a lot on my plate and I was a desperately lonely man.

I was given Jan’s email address and we exchanged emails until, as I found out later from 
Jan, she was starting to wonder if I was going to get up enough courage to call her! I still 
have the emails after 20 years of matrimony.

I summoned up enough courage to call and ask her if she’d join me for a dinner date, 
and laughing with Jan when she said, “You don’t even know what I look like.” We agreed 
to have dinner the following evening. We went to a restaurant in Gloucester Court House 
and while we dined I have to say I don’t even remember eating really, I only remember her 
eyes upon me.

I was overwhelmed with this stunningly beautiful lady who as Mary Poppins would have 
said was, “practically perfect in every way!”  

After dinner we spent the rest of the evening gazing out from her sunroom into the 
natural beauty of Lagrange Creek. There, on the love set, holding her hand, on the very 
first date, I asked her to marry me.  366 days later we wed at Lighthouse Worship Center.

Hallelujah,
Jan and Charles ‘Bunny’ Dunlevy,
Remlik

E ven with five children, three full-time and four part-time jobs 
between us, Tom White managed to find the time to be romantic.

We’d been dating for a few years when I was totally surprised to 
open my door Christmas Day 1994, to see not only Tom and his boys 
but his amazing marriage proposal at the curb!

We married, with all five children on the alter with us, December 2, 
1995, and it continues to be an incredible journey of love.

Jill and Tom White,
Heathsville

First date forever

Banner proposal

Jill and Tom White

Curbside offer
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After dropping a few hints indicating that I wanted one, my boyfriend gave me 
a metal detector for my birthday. I’ve always loved finding stuff—interest-

ing rocks, arrowheads, anything special or that catches my eye.
One October afternoon, a friend called me in a panic. She told me she had 

been walking at Hughlett Point Nature Preserve with her husband and lost a ring. 
She knew I had a metal detector and asked me to go see if I could find it for her.

 Always up for a good hunt, I made plans to go searching after work that after-
noon. I called my boyfriend and asked him to meet me there. We searched for 
about an hour. He had to let me lead the way and couldn’t guide me in any way 
or it would ruin his plan—If you’ve been there you know it’s not a small area! 

The sun was starting to set and finally it beeped. He started digging. First, he 
uncovered a key barely below the surface—to make sure the machine detected 
it—and then he kept digging. He pulled out a bag holding a box and a note 
that said “If you find this, please 
put it back. I’m proposing to my 
girlfriend tonight.” I looked to 
him, still confused, and found 
him on one knee with a diamond 
ring! 

It was by far the most incred-
ible thing I’ve ever found dirt 
fishing. Arthur and I will be 
celebrating our 10 year wedding 
anniversary this June. 

Whitney and Arthur Lang
Kilmarnock

Al and I met in high school and dated a little before we went off to 
college.  He headed north. I headed south.

During and after college we lived in different states. The phone became 
our primary means of communication. During these conversations Al 
asked me to marry him several times. Each time I said “No”.  

He stopped proposing after several more refusals, but the phone calls 
continued. And we reconnected when we visited our parents' hometown.

In January 1970, his parents invited us to dinner.  After dinner he and I 
went to a local restaurant for a drink. During our conversation I told him 
about the minister who was going to marry us.

Al gulped his drink and asked “Does that mean we’re getting mar-
ried?”  To which I replied “Yes”.  My future husband gulped again!

September 2020 will be our 50th wedding anniversary. And, I am very 
lucky to say I would marry him again tomorrow.

Alan and Elizabeth Douglas (Al and Betsy)
Married September 5, 1970

Whitney Lang re-enacts her “most incredible” find. 

Dirt fishing detects a ring

Whitney and Arthur Lang

Betsy and Al Douglas

Persistence pays off

Al and Betsy Douglas
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Mon.-Fri. 10-5 • Sat. 10-4 • Sun. 12-4
5757 Richmond Rd. Warsaw • 804-333-0581

Wedding & Gift Registry
Free gift to brides when you register!

Unique selection of bridal shower  
& wedding gifts!

My husband proposed to me at a Phillip 
Morris Christmas party. We had been 

invited by a friend, who worked at Phillip 
Morris, to attend the Christmas party with 
them. 

There was a band playing and occasionally 
they would give away door prizes.  The man 
who was the emcee said “and we have one 
more thing, Shelia will you marry Owen!  All 
of a sudden, Owen was beside me on bended 
knee and asked me to marry him. 

The emcee runs over—there was 300 
people in attendance—and asks me with mike 
in hand “will you”? I was crying and said 
“YES” to which he announces to the crowd, 
she said YES!  

The rest of the evening people would come 
up to us and say congratulations! We were 
married on June 10, 2006.

Shelia and Owen McGuill,
Lancaster
 

Late in the summer of 1966 at the height of the Vietnam War, I went to work for one of the govern-
ment’s euphemistic “alphabet” agencies. My first day on the job, I was introduced to a young naval 

officer in his summer whites who was crouched down to pull a manual off the bottom of a bookshelf. 
“And, this is our cute little ensign,” began the introduction. “Ensigns aren’t cute; they’re poor!” was 

my snotty Army brat retort.
Fortunately for me, the cute ensign was more persistent than I was obnoxious, and as time went on, 

we discovered we had practically nothing in common, but we were both willing to give each other’s 
oddities a shot.

He loved sailing and I loved 
him, so he bought a boat, but 
couldn’t afford all of the sails. 
I surprised him one day with a 
spinnaker. We joked that we were 
stuck sailing and racing together, 
because neither of us owned the 
whole package.

In 1968, when I was thinking 
about leaving Washington to con-
tinue my education and it looked 
like he might be transferred, he 
came to me one evening and said, 
“Well, we could go on like this 
and keep sailing together, or we 
could get married.” 

 I was getting older and I am 
sure my parents were certain they 
were never going to get rid of 
me, so I looked at him and said, 
“I guess that’s about as close to 
a proposal as I am ever going to 
get!”

The boat is gone. We still have 
the spinnaker, and I still have that 
cute naval officer.

Sandie and Leigh Doptis,
Lottsburg

Surprise party

Shelia and Owen McGuill—”I do!”

Sail away

Sandie and Leigh Doptis


