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by Robb Hoff
LANCASTER—By a 3-2 vote 

last week, county super visors 
adopted a $12.9 million school 
budget for 2004-05 that includes 
$8.2 million in local funding, a 
$980,296 increase.

County administrator William 
H. Pennell Jr. said the school 
budget funding will require an 
increase of 5.4 cents per $100 in 
the real es tate tax rate. 

The current tax rate is $.60 
per $100 of value. Because real 
estate values increased during 
the recent reassess ment, however, 
county offi  cials have projected 

WHITE STONE—Two pub lic 
hearings will be held to day, May 
6, on a proposal to rezone the old 
White Stone High School build-
ing at 606 Chesapeake Drive.

The White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department seeks to re zone 
the 11,071-square-foot building 
and 1.77-acre parcel from rec-
reational and residen tial zoning 
to commercial (C-1) zoning. 

The town planning commis-
sion will hold a hearing on the 
application at 6 p.m. in the 
White Stone town offi ce at 572 
Chesapeake Drive. 

The second hearing, to be 
conducted by the town coun cil, 
is set for 7 p.m. in the town 
offi ce.

No future commercial use is 
specifi ed as part of the rezon-
ing request. The town ordi-
nance permits more than 30 uses 
in commercial zones, in cluding 
laundries, service sta tions, res-
taurants and clubs and lodges.

The fire department recently 
received a $225,000 offer from 
an undisclosed buyer to pur-

by Larry S. Chowning
WHITE STONE—Old-timers 

talk of the days when 12 or so 
very large oys ters, referred to as 
“counts,” would fi ll a pint jar. 
Finding just six very, very large 
oys ters to fi ll the jar would have 
been considered a very tall tale. 

However, six of the 4 1/2-
year-old Suminoe (Asian) oys ters 
recently found growing on a mud 
fl at in a Lancaster County cove 
would probably do the job.

Several weeks ago, two girls 
were canoeing in the cove, which 
is behind the old Smith menha-
den plant site on the Rappahan-
nock River near Cherry Point, 
when they stumbled across sev-
eral “monster size” oysters. 

“What type of animals are 
these?” the girls asked local oyster 
specialist Capt. Bob Jensen, who 
lives near the cove.

They turned out to be Asian 
oysters apparently left behind 
following a Virginia Marine 
Resources Commission (VMRC) 
study several years ago. 

Jim Wesson of VMRC said the 
commission conducted 
ex periments on Asian oysters in 
2000-01 to determine how they 
would survive in sandy or muddy 
conditions. The muddy location 
chosen was the cove near White 
Stone. 

Several hundred small Sum inoe 
oysters were placed in the cove 
in a corral-type con fi nement. He 
said VMRC per sonnel removed 
the oysters in 2001, but several 
obviously escaped the corral and 
contin ued to grow in the cove.

Wesson speculates that those 
retrieving the oysters from the 
cove in 2001 must have stepped 
on the now large oysters and 
pushed them deep into the mud, 
where they went undetected. 

Dr. Standish Allen of the Vir-
ginia Institute of Marine Science 
(VIMS), who exam ined the loca-
tion and the oys ters last week, 
said the shell fi sh are triploid (ster-
ile) Cras sostrea Ariakensis (Sum-
inoe). 

He was impressed with the 
growth of the oysters on a mud 
fl at. “They seem to thrive in a 
sediment environment as well as 
any oyster I’ve seen,” he said.

Suminoe oysters are be lieved 
to be resistant to MSX and dermo, 
two deadly oyster diseases that 
have devastated the Chesapeake 
Bay’s native oyster. Experiments 

Huge Asian oysters
found in local cove

Punter throws strike
Former professional football player John Jett of Reedville 
au to graphed hats for the young players at Lan caster 
County Little League open ing activi ties last Saturday. Jett 
threw out the fi rst pitch and was honored along with 
James Long of Heathsville and Wade Johnson of Warsaw as 
the newest inductees into the Northern Neck Sports Wall 
of Fame. The ceremony was sponsored in part by Chesa-
peake Bank. (Photo by Lisa Hinton- Valdrighi)

Rain postpones annual blessing
Dignitaries prepared to disembark from the Dudley and the Elva C last Sunday before 
the skies opened in a torrential downpour, postponing the Blessing of the Fleet. The tra-
ditional spring service will be held Sunday, May 9. A parade of boats begins at 3:45 p.m. 
and the ceremony at 4:30 p.m. at the Omega Protein processing plant dock off Fleeton 
Road. Clergy from different local churches will lead the program. Rev. Marion Paul White 
of Fairfi elds and Afton United Methodist Churches is the speaker.

A squall drenches the crowd ashore and these passengers aboard the Claud W. Somers. 
The commerical menhaden fi shing season opened Monday, despite the rain and without 
the blessing. (Photos by Reid Pierce Armstrong)
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with ster ile Suminoe oysters have 
been ongoing since the late 1990s 
and a federal environmental 
impact study is now being con-
ducted to determine what impact 
reproducing Cras sostrea Ariak-
ensis will have on the bay.

With the collapse of the bay’s 
oyster fi shery, many Virginia and 
Maryland offi  cials have been 
looking for a disease-resistant 
oyster that will jump-start the 
fi shery and also help the bay’s 
ailing envi ronment.

Oysters are fi lter feeders that 
help clean saltwater. Many envi-
ronmentalists be lieve the decline 
in the bay’s water quality is in 
part due to the decline in the bay 
oyster. 

Dr. Allen said the Suminoe
oysters are “amazing” fi lter feed-
ers.

Even though Asian oysters
appear to be successful in the
Chesapeake Bay environment,
there is still controversy over the
introduction of a foreign species
into the nation’s largest estuary.

Maryland and Virginia offi  cials
have met opposition from the
U.S. Army Corps of Engi neers
and several environmen tal groups
that prefer to focus on reviving
the bay’s native oyster instead of
introducing a new species.

Scientists studying both the
Delaware and Chesapeake bays
have been working since the late

Spring is here, maybe
In a sure sign of spring, butterfl ies slurp nectar from blooming azaleas. Unseasonably cool 
temperatures early last week will give way to proper seasonal weather by the weekend. 
(Photo by Reid Pierce Armstrong)

Hearings set on rezoning a landmark

chase the building and prop-
erty. The sale was subject to 
a condition that the town had 
45 days from the receipt of 
the of fer to match it, but the 
town council voted in January 
to decline.

Built in the 1920s, the build-
ing served as a school for half a 
century before it was con verted 
for government offi ce use. Most 
recently known as the Beach 
Road Entertainment Hall, the 
building has been the traditional 

home of the an nual Rappahan-
nock River Wa terfowl Show and 
a polling place for major elec-
tions.

Also set for public hearing 
today is a request by Tranquil 
Waters Design to rezone 434 
Rappahannock Drive from res-
idential use to commercial (C-1) 
use. Business owner Jen nifer 
McCann is proposing to use the 
former residence for two pro-
fessional offi ces, in cluding an 
interior design stu dio.

Lancaster supervisors adopt
$12.9 million school budget;
local share to force tax hike

that cur rent revenue levels could 
be maintained with a new rate of 
$.39 per $100. 

The additional school fund ing 
would result in a rate of $.44.4 per 
$100 with out con sidering other 
portions of the county budget.

Board chairman Patrick G. 
Frere noted that the majority 
of the increase for schools 
($360,982) “is going to setting 
straight teacher salaries” that have 
been subject to a pay scale freeze 
for the past four years. The county 
contribution for Virginia Retire-
ment Sys tem benefi ts for school 
em ployees increases by $322,844 

due to anticipated state reduc-
tions.

Frere, who represents Dis trict 
4,  District 2 supervisor Ernest 
W. Palin Jr. and Dis trict 3 super-
visor Peter N. Geilich supported 
the school proposal. District 1 
supervisor F. W. “Butch” Jenkins 
Jr. and District 5 supervisor B. 
Wally Beauchamp did not.

Additional projected school 
increases are $78,531 for new and 
replacement textbooks, $75,371 
for special education, $68,122 
for the school division technol-
ogy program not in cluding a new 

The Old White Stone School 

by Robb Hoff
LANCASTER—Voters in 

Tuesday’s at-large elections for 
town council seats in Irv ington, 
Kilmarnock and White Stone 
returned six current members to 
offi ce and tapped four new ones 
based upon un offi cial election 
results.

In Kilmarnock, former ABC 
network news correspondent 
W.D. “Frank” Tomlinson claimed 
one of three council seats up 
for election. A Kil marnock resi-
dent as of last year, Tomlinson 
received 57 votes. 

Former councilman and past 
vice-mayor Dr. Curtis H. Smith 
also won election with 75 votes, 
and incumbent Emerson Russell 
was returned with 59 votes. Cur-
rent council member Robert Wille 
lost his bid for re-election with 
54 votes.

The Kilmarnock council terms 
begin July 1. Of 806 registered 
voters in Kil marnock, only 97 
(12-percent) went to the polls.

In White Stone, E. Trip Horn-
smith claimed one of four coun-

Light voter
turnout picks
several new
councilmen
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This Asian oyster, apparently left behind following a study, grew
to the size of a dinner plate.


