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804.529.6969
“Save big bucks on cars & trucks!”

www.callaocarecenter.com

NO Hidden Cost  •  NO Processing Fees

SERVING THE NORTHERN NECK  
& SURROUNDING AREA FOR 26 YEARS

John W. Newsome, President
Cell: 450-6969

311 Northumberland Hwy.
Callao, VA 22435

• Lumber & Building Materials  
of all kinds

• Bricks & Blocks

• Plumbing & Electrical Supplies

• Tools & Hardware

• Valspar Paint & Cabot Stain  
coloring matching & custom mixing

• Paint Sundries

• Lawn & Garden Supplies

• Key Cutting

• Pet & Livestock Feed & Supplies

• Supplies for Contractors  
& Do-It-Yourselfers

Callao Supply Company
409 Northumberland Hwy. • Callao, Va 22435

(804) 529-6265

Family Owned and Operated since 1938
83 Years of “Old Fashioned Friendly Service”

“Sound Insurance for Every Need” 

51 Factory Lane  •  Callao, VA  22435
804-529-6226

Serving the Northern Neck & surrounding counties since 1948

Hometown of the Northern Neck
Welcome to CALLAO

S
avannah, Georgia, may have its “Crown Jewel” parks, 
but the Northern Neck is developing its own gems. 
Strung along the Northern Neck “loop”—Routes 3, 360 
and 200—these revitalized communities give visitors 

an opportunity to experience Southern charm at a slower pace 
and discover what makes the Northern Neck one-of-a-kind.

One of the evolving gems is Callao, which began a revitaliza-
tion in 2015. Since then, the village has received a number of 
grants including a $700,000 Community Development Block 
Grant announced by Gov. Ralph Northam in September 2018. 

The most visible efforts so far have focused on improving 
façades, installing on-street parking and a pedestrian crossing 
to make the Callao Business District more pedestrian friendly. 
According to Northumberland County Economic Develop-

ment Commission chairman Theresa Lambert, future projects 
include planters and landscaping, streetlights, benches and 
gateway signage welcoming visitors.

“People will start to see all this coming when the weather 
breaks,” Lambert said.

The grant also provides for a 50% match up to $15,000 for 
participating Callao business owners to enhance the façades 
of their buildings. Several colorful murals with a vintage feel 
by artist Melanie Stimmel Van Latum, have gone up, two wel-
coming visitors to the “Hometown of the Northern Neck” on 
each end of the business district. Stimmel Van Latum and her 
Montross Mural Studio are also responsible for the murals in 
Montross.

To promote Callao’s renaissance, the Callao Hometown 

Community Association (CHCA), a group of community mem-
bers and business owners, was formed and worked hard to join 
a growing list of Virginia Main Street (VMS) communities. As 
such, the CHCA will network and learn from VMS communi-
ties like Gloucester to further advance the commercial district. 
One effort is the development of the goCallaoVA.org site to 
promote Callao and its businesses to area residents and visitors

Eat, drink or just hang out
A visit to Callao will find a number of newer places to eat 

and drink at a leisurely pace. With their outdoor mural welcom-
ing visitors, Cafe Callao, recently opened by Vadim Shmirkin, 
is sure to be a popular hangout. 

Callao: 
A hometown community on the rise

by Jackie Nunnery

A bright mural welcomes all to Callao, the “Hometown of the 

Northern Neck.” Photo by Jackie Nunnery

The Flippin Yellow Truck is a popular lunch spot in the center of Callao. Photo by Jackie 
Nunnery
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WATERFIELD  
Tax & Bookkeeping  

Services LLC
Serving the Area for Over 20 years

Financial Services  
Tax Preparation  
& Bookkeeping

804-529-5698
171 Northumberland Hwy., Callao, VA

55 Commerce Parkway • Warsaw,  VA 22572

804-250-2277 • www.hhfb.org

Our mission ~ To provide hope in the communities we serve through 
the right food and education

Our vision ~ To create healthy, self-sufficient and thriving communities

People Helping People since 2010. Serving over 8,700 
individuals monthly in the Northern Neck 

and Upper Middle Peninsula.

Welcome to CALLAO

...And Now You Can Order, From The 
“Land & Sea Catalog”,  online, From Us, Right From Your Home 
• Go to the Midbay Marine Group website: 

www.midbaymarinegroup.com  
• Under the heading, select:  Parts Catalog 
• Under Products on the left, choose from the different Categories and Sub Categories. More 

Categories are available at the bottom of the list. 
• Select the Product(s) and complete your purchase using the online instructions. 

Midbay Marine Group � (804) 529�1030 
Midbay Marine West, Callao Midbay Marine East, Burgess 

 

153 Northumberland Highway 901 Jessie Dupont Memorial Highway  

“Customer Service is the Root of Our Business”

Life Happens.
Circumstances Change.

Financial Challenges - Medical Issues - Upsizing or Downsizing
Divorce - Death of a Family Member - Retirement

Job Transfer - Other Priority Changes
If you’re faced with any of these circumstances and are considering  
selling, contact Jason Patton today to schedule a free consultation.

Visit BayRiverRealty.com or Call 804.761.6751

From the whole Flippin’ Family we would like to say  
“Thank You” for all of the support! We look forward to 

serving you for generations to come. “Next time you’re 
around, try the best Flippin’ food in town!”

Opening April 1st

Jerome Johnson
Manager

804-529-1026 
173 Northumberland Hwy.

Callao, VA 22435

Cynthia T. Johnson
Baker/Cake Artist

Mark your calendars 
for April 3rd,  

all day Saturday in Callao. 
• Featured will be local talents 

& Artisan Treasures. 
• Community Fundraiser for our local 

Fire & Rescue.
• Too many treasures to mention!

• Bake Sale
• Vendors outside helping w/fundraiser

• Refreshments & Door Prizes

The 
Olde Crow  
and Crab  
presents our 

Extravaganza
Check us out on Facebook  

for more details  
or call 804-599-8236.

283 Northumberland Hwy. 
Callao, Virginia 22435

Call us to Find the Perfect Property  
or to Sell Your Property

804-529-6393

www.JoeSelfRealty.com
Email: Mail@joeselfrealty.com

40+ Years – Serving the Callao / Northern Neck Areas

580 Northumberland Hwy. •  P. O. Box 410 •  Callao, VA  22435

Shmirkin was attracted to opening his first restaurant in 
Callao because “it is a great location with great people. It 
seems like a tight-knit, family community,” he said.

Shmirkin’s focus is on creating a “relaxed atmosphere” with 
“great, fresh food.” Menu items he’s really excited about are 
crepes, both savory and sweet, and the Mediterranean salad. 
On-site free WiFi is sure to keep people browsing while they 
sip coffee or tea over dessert.

Just down the road, Callao Brewing Company, Thelma’s Deli 
and Catering and Flippin Yellow Truck, are all centered around 
outdoor seating, but catering to different tastes.

Callao Brewing Company opened a year ago by friends and 
fellow home-brewers Roger Hale and James Adams. Both grew 
up in the area and remember when their brewery site was a 
Southern States store. Today, the brewery features ales, stouts, 

IPAs and porters, some with adventurous ingredients like 
cacao, coconut, strawberries and matcha green tea.There’s even 
a Callao Kewl Aide, a blend of carbonated water, alcohol and 
an ever-changing choice of flavors.

The menu, which features roughly 15 different brews, 
changes slightly every month. If you have a hard time choosing, 
you can purchase a flight of four, served in smaller glasses. Fall 
in love with a particular beer and you can take it home in cans 
and growlers to enjoy.

Adams wanted the brewery to be a “place for people to hang 
out.” And with Beer BINGO, karaoke and music, there are 
plenty of reasons to do just that on the weekends. The brewery 
is open Fridays-Sundays.

Hale likes that it’s also a “family-friendly place” and that 
includes pets. As the weather warms, the outdoor seating is sure 

Thelma’s manager Shawn Owens smiles out of their one-of-a-kind firetruck delivery window. Photo by Jackie Nunnery One of Callao’s murals honors B.F. Lewis’s 1938 patented 
design of the modern day crab pot. A Bay Transit bus shelter 
across the street tells Lewis’s story. Photo by Jackie Nunnery
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Hometown of the Northern Neck

Passionately guiding our clients through the real estate 
business for the past 44 years. Specializing in Waterfront & 

Inland Homes plus Land in the Northern Neck area. 
Agents:

Robbie Booth 804-339-1504       Melissa L. Bradley 804-761-2024
Latema Tate 804-214-8990

Now Open

Cafe Callao
Freshly Made All Day Breakfast & Lunch 

served daily

Great Food, Family Atmosphere, 
Great Staff  

Great Coffee & Tea Selections

Hours - Mon. - Sun.  8 am to 4 pm
25 Sandy Street, Callao, VA   

804-529-5478 • Cafecallao.com

If you like slow cooked  

North Carolina Style Barbecue …

You will love Fred’s!

Buying or Selling?
HOMES  •  LOTS  •  WATERFRONT  •  FARMS  •  ACREAGE

Contact

Wendy Self Newsome
Associate Broker, ABR, GRI

Joe Self Realty, Inc.
Mobile: 804-450-7963  •  Email: Wendy@WendyNewsome.com

www.WendyNewsome.com

NORTHERN NECK NATIVE ~ YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

to be a popular place for friends and families. While the brew-
ery does serve snacks, they encourage folks to order food from 
nearby restaurants and bring it back to their patio to enjoy with 
their beer. 

Thelma’s Deli and Catering is one of those nearby res-
taurants, next door behind the firetruck. Thelma’s, named in 
memory of owner Michelle Carroll’s mother, serves breakfast 
and lunch Mondays through Saturdays.

The carry-out eggs, sandwiches, pancakes and yogurt make 
up the breakfast selection, while lunch includes cold platters, 
soups, deli sandwiches and subs, paninis and salads, all deliv-
ered through the window of the firetruck door. Thelma’s also 
offers free delivery within a 20-mile radius with a $30 mini-
mum order.

The Flippin Yellow Truck is a familiar sight at its spot by 
the brewery, but is now under new ownership. Jesse Gordon, 
wife DeeDra Gordon, and mother Teresa Withers purchased the 
business together last May. 

Jesse, who worked in a kitchen “in earlier days,” is excited 
about the opportunity in Callao, especially with people getting 
out more. “Our business is mostly lunch, but with the brewery, 
we’re seeing more business” on Saturdays.

The cheeseburgers and steak-and-cheese are popular items, 
but since this is the Northern Neck, there are items like oyster 
sandwiches and crab cakes, which one can enjoy at the truck’s 
own covered seating or the nearby brewery patio.

The new eateries join established and longtime local favor-
ites. Across the street, Nino’s Pizza and Ristorante Italiano has 

James Adams, co-owner of Callao Brewing 
Company, serves hospitality by the glass. Photo by 
Jackie Nunnery

For those that love a treasure hunt, Callao 

Community Trading Post has a little bit of 

everything. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

Owner Vickie Alsop shows off the many decorative items made by 
local artists available at Olde Crow & Crab. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

129 Northumberland Highway
Callao, Va. 22435

Mon. - Thurs. 7am - 6pm • Fri. & Sat.  7am - 8pm

Serving the Northern Neck and surrounding areas  
for over 16 years with 3 locations available for your 

convenience: Tappahannock, Callao and Gloucester.

We meet  COVID-19 guidelines.
   

Los Portales Express  
Mexican Restaurant

Authentic Mexican Cuisine

Family Oriented Restaurant • Outdoor Dining 
Drive thru • Carry Out Service

803 Northumberland Hwy. • Callao, VA  • 804-529-9500
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Welcome to CALLAO

804-529-6380 Donnie Davis

Callao Wheel Service

Wheel Alignments • Balancing • Brakes

Specialists in Rebuilding Front 
Suspension from Worn Parts

or Collision on Any Kind of Car. 
Pickup or 4x4

Complete Heavy 
Truck Alignment

P.O. Box 147 • Callao,VA 22435

Serving the Northern Neck since 1970

Truck and Auto Repair
 Serving Small Fleets 

Since 1958

32 Years in Callao

SILCO TRUCK 
SERVICE, INC.

Callao, VA  804-529-7699

The finest casual furniture in the world.

R

804-529-7770

CASUAL FURNITURE
CALLAO, VIRGINIA 22435

www.rivahinteriors.com

804-529-7770

CASUAL FURNITURE
CALLAO, VIRGINIA 22435

www.rivahinteriors.com

CALLAO
Car Wash
Self Service

255 Northumberland Hwy.  •  Callao, VA

255 Northumberland Hwy. • Callao, VA

NEWELL’S 
AUTO REPAIR

804-529-1010

Lisa Deitz stands by pieces of the family history and business, Callao Supply 
Company, a part of the community since 1938. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

A whimsical cake mural on the side of 
LeCakes by Design greets visitors at 
one end of the business district. Photo 
by Jackie Nunnery

Outdoor seating at Callao Brewing Company is a perfect place to enjoy a craft beer and watch traffic. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

been serving pizza and classic Italian dishes since 1988. Owner 
Nino Randazzo has been working hard to keep the restaurant 
open, overcoming a devastating fire two years ago, on top of the 
difficulties the pandemic brought to restaurants all over. While 
the restaurant is closed to indoor dining, Nino’s is serving cus-
tomers a full menu with curbside pick-up. 

For decades, folks have been stopping by Callao Dairy Freeze 
down the street for burgers and fries along with milkshakes and 
soft serve ice cream.

Another place for a sweet treat is LeCakes by Design, where 
owners Cynthia and Jerome Johnson make fresh cinnamon rolls 
daily along with pies and made-to-order cakes. 

Venture just down Northumberland Highway and diners 
find another local favorite, Los Portales, where owners Miguel 
Ayala and Mayra Hernandez serve a range of Mexican dishes 
that have been popular since the restaurant opened in 2015. 
The menu includes classic lunch specials for a quick bite, and 
dinner options that include steak, chicken, seafood or vegetarian 
choices. 

Ayala was quick to pivot when COVID-19 closed many res-
taurants last year. They started a curbside pickup service, which 
remains popular. “It’s 80% of our business,” he said. They also 
offer regular indoor seating and outdoor patio seating.

Explore and discover treasures 
Treasure hunters will find opportunities for one-of-a-kind 

items crafted by local artisans or discarded from long ago.
Vickie Alsop fell in love with the older building which is now 

home to her shop, Olde Crow and Crab. Opened in September 
of last year, the shop features clothing, distinctive decorative 
items, Virginia wines and complementary gourmet chocolates 
and cheeses. 

Alsop—an artist and crafter—sells her jewelry and hand-
made soaps, along with the work of other local artisans and 
“Made in Virginia” items. Alsop hopes to share her talents by 
offering “make it and take it” classes in the future.

She is also supporting fellow artists with a “Spring Extrava-
ganza” on Saturday, April 3. At least seven other vendors will 
set up outside in front of her store selling their handmade items, 
along with a bake sale and raffle. A portion of the proceeds will 
go to the Callao Volunteer Fire Department.

For treasures of another kind, Callao Community Trading 
Post has meandering aisles of furniture, small appliances and 
memorabilia to sift through. Manager Jean Pittman said that 
the people moving into the area have brought “an influx of new 
people to the store looking to add accent pieces. I’ve seen a lot 
of new faces since last fall.”

Callao Supply Company is a community treasure. Owned and 
operated by the Deitz family, this building supply and hardware 
store has been serving the community since 1938. Lisa Deitz 
runs the office and bookkeeping for the family business in addi-
tion to serving as president of the CHCA.

For those on the water, Mid-Bay Marine may be the answer. 
Opened last summer by Cheryl and Paul Kaufman and Doug 
Lemke, the store features marine parts and accessories, repairs, 
and fabrications. If they don’t have it, they can order directly 
from the Land & Sea catalog, a leading distributor of marine 
and RV parts.

The Northumberland County Chamber of Commerce and 
Visitor’s Center is in the back of the shop.

Enjoy recreational opportunities
Callao’s location makes it easy to spend some time on the 

water. Gardy’s Millpond, a 75-acre reservoir at the county line 
between Northumberland and Westmoreland, offers anglers a 
quiet spot to catch redear sunfish and bluegill, surrounded by 
natural beauty.

Callao is also just minutes away from Olverson’s Lodge 
Creek Marina on the Yeocomico River with a short run to the 
Potomac River and Chesapeake Bay. The family owned marina, 
in business since 1964, offers a complete line of amenities 
including a farmhouse vacation rental, laundry, community 
lounge, and swimming pool.

For those that want to stick to land, Callao is also a short drive 
away from Quinton Oaks, an 18-hole golf course which highlights 
the area’s green, rolling hills of farmland and mature woods.

Down Northumberland Highway, RW’s Sports, once a small 
bait and tackle shop, is now a large sporting goods store, cater-
ing to those to that love to hunt or fish.

Visit Callao to catch up on the changes taking place, support 
local businesses and keep the revitalization going.

Serving the Northern Neck  
and surrounding area since 1971

vanlandrealty.com
 

Newsome Appraisal Service
newsomeappraisals.com

319 Northumberland Highway Callao, VA
804-529-7225

The e-Edition, published by 6 pm Wednesdays,  is available on smartphones, 
tablets and computers anywhere there is an internet connection. Subscribers also 
have access to digital archives dating back to 2003.   Try it, you’ll like it!

Our commitment is to bring you MORE local news and 
information that matters to you – whenever and wherever 
you want it.

For 2 Weeks FREE, go to rrecord.com, click our ad at the top of the page,  and submit the form.
For questions, contact Michelle, 804-435-1701 ext. 16, or email michelle@rapprecord.com

HURRY!
For a limited time explore the

Rappahannock Record’s
e-Edition!

MORE news
                   MORE value
                                    MORE access

Two 
Weeks
FREE


