


Your Local Andersen Dealer and Service Provider

146 GENERAL PULLER HWY., SALUDA, VA 23149
(804) 758-5347

Monday - Friday: 7 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

www.urbannabuilders.com

Big Doors from Andersen allow you to enjoy spectacular spaces 

for relaxing, entertaining or just being.

REMOVE THE BOUNDARIES 
BETWEEN INDOORS AND OUT

LOV E  T H E  L I F E  YO U  S E E.



START WITH US. When you’re about to make the biggest purchase of your life, you need a 
lot more than an online app. You need a team of experienced professionals who’ll be there for 
you to help you select the right mortgage for your situation. You’ll need loan decisions made 
by people, not computer data. And you’ll need those people to be with you for as long as you 
have your mortgage. You’ll find that team at Chesapeake Bank, a 120-year-old community 
bank. Call us today at 877-695-8249, or stop by to chat. We’re here for you.

Offices in the Northern Neck, Middle Peninsula, Williamsburg and Richmond  800-434-1181  Equal Housing Lender

chesbank.com  Member FDIC

Mortgages 
shouldn’t be a 
DIY project.

GET TEAM 
SUPPORT FROM 

APPLICATION 
TO LOAN PAYOFF.

KAREN STORY
AVP & Mortgage Loan Officer 

NMLS #689145
Kilmarnock

804-435-4258

TOM RICHARDSON
VP & Loan Officer
NMLS #864589

Kilmarnock
804-435-4254

PAULA OWENS
Mortgage Lending Specialist

NMLS #1220119
Kilmarnock

804-435-4257



GLENN C. COCKRELL
Call or Text (24/7) 804.436.3380  

ANTIQUE
PROPERTIES

INC.

CLOVERDALE PRESERVE: An outdoorsman’s paradise 
with great balance of pursuit and happiness. Almost two 
miles of meandering frontage on Cloverdale Creek and 
Chesapeake Bay. Four great building sites - all with qui-
et anchorage on the creek and views over the bay clear 
to the ships’ channel. All with fabulous beaches and a 
forest of old-growth hardwoods. +/- 180 acres of sophis-
ticated seclusion .......................................... $1,700,000.

INDIAN CREEK YACHT AND COUNTRY CLUB: It’s 

Old-growth hardwoods. A five minute bike ride to the 
clubhouse, tennis courts, the first tee of the golf course, 
deep-water slips, and pool and a slow paced, ten minute 
car ride into Kilmarnock. 4’ MLW at the pier. One story, 
brick home with ample glass for the beautiful views. 
Great floor plan. Owner/Agent ......................$455,000.

LIVE FACE TO FACE WITH NATURE MAKE YOUR SOMEDAY, EVERYDAY
INDIAN CREEK

www.gcockrell.com/South-Drive-Indian-Creek-ICYCC.shtmlwww.gcockrell.com/cloverdale-preserve.shtml

   NEW BEGINNINGS – 
YOUR DREAM. YOUR PLACE. 

COUNTLESS MEMORIES.
CARTERS CREEK: Indeed, timeless grace best describes 
these two distinctive properties. Here, life this good never 
goes out of fashion. True tranquillity is only the beginning 
with family and friends, sharing the joys of togetherness 

– such as the chime of glasses raised to 
sunrises and sunsets and melodies of 
the sea and singing crickets and lilting 
laughter – all, voices in the irreplacable 
choir of joyful noise.

Two grand parcels in Irvington, but 
with a richly warm, rural feel. Each 
with unsurpassed, wrap-around views. 

Also, both with 8’ MLW, and  
old-growth trees. One ready 
for building ($675,000). The 
other with a grande dame 
home, great pool, and more 
($890,000). They may be pur-
chased together or separately.

www.gcockrell.com/$1,565-carters-creek.shtml



Fabulous Properties at The River!

For More Information & Other Fabulous Listings Visit:

JUST LISTED

JUST LISTEDJUST LISTED

JUST LISTED

JUST LISTED

JUST LISTED

GREAT TOWN LOCATION

www.HorsleyRealEstate.com

700+ Feet on Wilton Creek
4-5'MLW @ Pier w/2 Lifts

2800 SF
4 BDRM, 3 BTH

SLOOP POINT ON WILTON CREEK RD. HARBOR HOUSE DOGWOOD COTTAGE 

LOCUST POINT LANE RESIDENCE

 

5'MLW at Pier on Carters Creek 2-3'MLW on Back Creek off  of  the 
 

3 BDRM, 2.5 BTH

Neena Rodgers
Call/Text: 804-436-2326

Neena Rodgers
Call/Text: 804-436-2326

Andrea Holt
Call/Text: 804-854-9530

Diana Wolfson
Call/Text: 940-395-1775

Neena Rodgers
804-436-2326

Sandi Lent
Call/Text     804-694-6101 Call/Text: 804-815-4192

JUST LISTED

Diana Wolfson
Call/Text: 940-395-1775 Call/Text: 804-370-9872 Call/Text: 804-580-0250 Call/Text: 804-436-4709

GREENFIELD ROAD RANCH

“VOTED THE Best
Real Estate Firm
6 Years in a Row!”
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In these uncertain, unprecedented and often scary times, one 
thing is constant: the beauty of nature that surrounds us on 

the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula. As daily and hourly 
government mandates keep us from going to work, school 
and stores, and calls for “social distancing” mean limited visits 
with family and friends, nothing can keep us from enjoying the 

arrival, March 19, on a warm, sunny day, the birds were singing 

of their own homes and properties, spring cleaning, pruning, 
mulching and gardening is in full swing. What an ideal time for 
our annual home and gardening supplement to be published. 

changing and often warmer climate. Tips on do-it-yourself 
cleaning and gardening shortcuts. Decorating ideas for a lived-
in home that is full of pets and children. Read how to grow 
year-round produce and the success of a hydroponic farm 
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possible. 
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10880 General Puller Highway

(c) 804.832.2727
(o) 804.776.0016

henleycabinetry.com

“We are passionate about  
creating spaces that reflect your  
style and enhance your days...  
Together with you.”
Joan Henley, Owner

804-436-3463

Custom Construction  
and Renovations

170 Moran Creek Rd  Weems, VA
www.riverviewnnk.com

Affordable  •  Maintenance Free
Urbanna, Va. • (804) 758-2037

www.rivahrooms.com 
Call for a FREE Estimate! 

Serving Tidewater for over 25 years

O
f 

T
he

9201

www.HorsleyRealEstate .com

JUST LISTED – Two Waterfront Condos at Windmill Point
125 Beach Cove Drive: 2nd Floor unit, Vaulted ceiling, Gas fireplace, 2 BDRM, 2 BTHS

173 Beach Cove Drive: 1st Floor unit, Direct beach access, Bamboo flooring, Wood burning
fireplace, 2 BDRM, 2 BTH, with water views on either side

Time to  C hange your Vie w?

CALL/TEXT ANYTIME: 
David Dew  •  804-436-3106  •  DavidEDew@gmail.com
Katie Horsley Dew  •  804-436-6256  •  Horsleyre@yahoo.com
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Afew years ago Justin McKenney 
couldn’t have imagined he had such 
a green thumb. He probably wouldn’t 

even have called it olive.
“I never farmed before, never grew any-

thing, never even had a garden,” said Justin, 
who along with his father, Jack McKen-
ney, now own and operate an expansive and 
productive hydroponics farm in Richmond 
County.

“I mowed my lawn,” said Jack, who won-
dered if that counted as gardening. 

Jack was a banker. Justin was working in 
Pennsylvania for an oil service company and 
putting in long hours in frigid temperatures 
when he decided he needed a career change. 

He knew he wanted to come to the Northern 
Neck, where his family had owned property 
on Mothershead Neck Road in Farnham for 
100 years. The problem: what to do? The solu-
tion: hydroponic farming.

Although Jack and Justin knew nothing 
about traditional farming, much less hydro-
ponic, the two Googled and watched videos, 
teaching themselves the ins and outs of the 
computer-generated watering system. They 
built, with the help of contractor friends, six 
hydroponic greenhouses. Justin plumbed them 
all and set up the computer watering systems. 
They now have a thriving 12-acre farm and 
anticipate expanding to 25 acres this summer.

Much of the produce at Sion House Farm—
tomatoes, cucumbers, lettuce 
varieties and basil—is farmed 
hydroponically year-round. 
Seasonal crops grown out-
doors include tomatoes, sweet 
potatoes, white potatoes, lima 
beans, string beans, corn, 

Going soilless: 
Down on the hydroponic farm

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

The McKenney’s 1600 tomato plants 
and 660 cucumber plants are grown in 
pots of perlite, not soil.
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pumpkins and cantalopes. The produce 
is not available for retail sale at the farm 
overlooking the Rappahannock River, but 
can be purchased in Village at the farm’s 
County Line Market and locally at Tri-Star 
Supermarket in Kilmarnock. They also ship 
locally to several other markets and ship to 
other retail outlets across the state.

“[Hydroponic farming] can be profitable,” 
said Justin. “But it’s expensive in up-front 
costs. Everything is computer controlled and 
there’s lots of concrete and steel.”

Hydroponics means growing plants in a 
controlled, soilless setting. Yes, soilless. 

The McKenney’s 1600 tomato plants and 
660 cucumber plants are grown in pots of 
perlite, not soil. If you’ve ever used a bag 
of commercial potting soil and noticed the 
small white objects that look like styro-
foam balls in the mix, that’s perlite. Perlite 
is a naturally occurring mineral. In nature, 
it exists as a type of volcanic glass that’s 
processed into a light, white, almost plastic 
foam. It’s a hydroponic farmer's best friend. 

The elaborate watering system, which is 

filtered and heated, is different for tomatoes, 
lettuce and cucumbers. 

“The [tomato] plants get a minute of 
water every hour and it will get higher as 
they grow,” said Justin. “They’ll get more 
fertilization and fed six minutes an hour as 
they grow.”

Water in the greenhouses run 365 days 
a year and Justin estimates they use about 
2,000 gallons a day. Water is recycled for 
use on the lettuce plants but not the toma-
toes. 

“If lettuce gets a disease, no big deal. We 
harvest every 60 days from planting to pick-
ing and can just get rid of a crop and start 
over,” said Justin. “But you get a disease 
in the tomato plant and it kills your whole 
harvest.”

The tomato plants, which are hand pol-
linated every two or three days during the 
winter and pruned weekly, grow as tall as 30 
or 40 feet and will produce for a whole year. 
In the summer, the McKenneys actually 
have bumblebee hives in the greenhouses for 
pollination. By pruning, they direct the plant 

This photo shows lettuce at seven days, 12 days and 19 days of growth. 

Justin McKenney picks up a handful of perlite, a foam-like 
material used instead of soil in hydroponic plantings. 

Hundreds of tomato plants will soon start producing. 

Sion House Farm is so named after 
a nearby farm and the home of 

-
dent of the Congress of the Confed-
eration and a U.S. District Judge.
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to one growing point instead of expanding 
outward like most outdoor tomato plants do in 
backyard gardens.

“The tomato is an indeterminate plant,” said 
Justin. “It will continue to produce and grow 
until we tell it to stop.”

His cucumbers produce about 2.5 crops per 
year. Every week they are clipped and pruned 
to cut back growing points and the snack 
cucumbers are harvested daily, while the Eng-
lish cucumbers are picked every other day. 

The greenhouses also have to be temperature 
controlled and are heated by propane in the 

winter. During the summer, shades are actually 
placed over the greenhouses to keep the tem-
perature moderate. For the tomatoes, the aim 
is for a temperature of 64 degrees at night and 
between 70-74 during the day.

Two generators back up the whole system in 
the unlikely event of a power outage. 

Food safety is also a priority at Sion House 
Farm, where the McKenneys practice a food 
safety program allowing only medical ID 
bracelets and unadorned wedding bands to be 
worn on the property. No jewelry of any kind.

Workers and visitors entering the green-

Tucker Douglas moves field tomato plantings to 
the greenhouse.

The snack cucumbers have to be harvested daily. Jack McKenney shows off the elaborate continuous 
watering system of the lettuce plants. 

The tomato plants, which 
are hand pollinated every 
two or three days during 
the winter and pruned 
weekly, grow as tall as 30 
or 40 feet and will pro-
duce for a whole year.

The lettuce plants are started 
in rock wool containers.

Hand pollinating of the tomato plants.
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Colorful Sunbrella Fabrics
Computerized Images for Easy Selection

Pool & Patio Umbrellas/Solar Screens

3010 Northumberland Hwy,  Lottsburg, VA
allisonsacehardware.com  804-529-7578

Seamless 1/2 Round
5" & 6" Aluminum & Copper 

Commercial & Residential
Leaf Guard Systems ~ Gutter Service & Cleaning

 Corner
Cupboard

Furniture Company Inc.
Hours: Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 10am-5pm

142 Centerville Road, Shacklefords, Va. 23156

804-785-6291
www.facebook.com/cornercupboardfurniture

Over 3,500 
Pieces of Poly Furniture 

in Stock!
y

No need to 
special order. 
What you are 
looking for is 
right in our 
warehouse!

Patio, dining, 

and more! 

BEST QUALITY!BEST SELECTION!BEST PRICES!

houses go through a small 
room, where when the exterior 
door is opened triggers a large 
fan. The exterior door and the 
interior greenhouse door are 
never open at the same time. 

The greenhouses themselves 
are spotless, not a speck of 
dirt or a stray perlite ball to be 
found. The floors are immacu-
late and look like the concrete 
was poured yesterday. 

When the products are 
shipped, a label with an elabo-
rate set of numbers shows 
what day the produce was har-
vested and from what green-
house. Just in case there’s a 
recall necessary. 

“We take our food safety 
program very serious,” said 
Jack. 

Along with Jack and Justin, 
there are two full time employ-
ees and several part time 
employees during the summer. 

“They are like family and 
we couldn’t do this without 
them,” said Jack. 

The elaborate 
watering system, 

and heated, 
is different for 
tomatoes, lettuce 
and cucumbers. 

Justin McKenney shows how tall the cucumber plants will 
grow. 
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The home of Marcia and Curtis Jones at 
564 General Puller Highway in Saluda 
was going to be on the annual Garden 
Club of Virginia House Tour in April—

until the tour was canceled because of corona-
virus.

The home is located in the heart of Saluda 
and was built by Richard Beverley Segar, one of 
the most colorful figures in Middlesex County 
history. 

Although Segar has a black eye in the sight of 
national history as the local sheriff who arrested 
Civil Rights pioneer Irene Morgan, he was one 
of the most beloved sheriffs in county history.

Segar arrested Morgan in 1944 when she 
refused to move from the white section of a 
Greyhound bus after it had stopped in Saluda. 
The bus driver had called ahead for the sheriff ’s 
assistance. 

Morgan was tried and found guilty in the 
Middlesex County Circuit Court of resisting 
arrest and refusing “to move to the back of 
the Greyhound bus in the section for colored 
people.” The U.S. Supreme Court overruled 
the ruling in the case “Morgan vs. Virginia.” A 
landmark case, it was ruled unconstitutional to 

Built in 1910, the home of Marcia and Curtis Jones in Saluda was going to be on the Garden 
Club of Virginia House Tour. The tour, however, was canceled because of coronavirus. 

Curtis and Marcia Jones have lovingly fixed up their Saluda home that was built in 1910. 

This house has seen a lot of life
Story and photos

by Larry Chowning
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force blacks to sit in the back of the bus on inter-
state passenger commercial vehicles.

When he arrested Irene Morgan, Segar was 82 
years old. He was Middlesex County Sheriff for 
44 years, one of the longest stints as sheriff in 
county history.

He was born near Locklies on August 13, 
1861. His father was John R. (Jack) Segar, a 
county merchant who served two terms in the 
Virginia House of Delegates representing Essex 
and Middlesex counties.

Segar was first elected sheriff in 1904 and 
served until he retired in 1951 at the age of 89. 
When he ran for his final term in office as sheriff 
in 1947, he was 85 years old and he won handily.

He married twice to two sisters. His first mar-
riage was to Harriet Lee Chowning. When she 
died, Segar married Harriet’s younger sister, 
Minnie Garland Chowning. When he retired as 
sheriff, he worked a big garden on his property 
and raised more than 100 chickens.     

The home 
The house was originally a two-story house 

with a front and back porch that ran along the 
full width of the house. Segar’s daughter, Vir-
ginia Segar Hoskins, inherited the home and 
was married to an eye doctor. When they moved 
there, they built the two side wings, took the 
front porch off and enclosed the back porch. The 
enclosed back porch was made into a kitchen. 
The right wing was built for Dr. Hoskins’ office 
and the left wing was an extension of living 
quarters.

The Joneses made the doctor’s office exten-
sion into a master bedroom with his and her 
bathrooms, opening up areas that had had small 

Marcia’s grandfather from Sharps built the model boat of a commercial fishing vessel on the table. Her 
grandfather owned a commercial oyster shucking house.

The original house had porches across the 
width of the house on front and back with no 
wings. 

This butcher block came from the former Saluda Market and was an original part of 
the store when it was owned by Jack Smith.
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The antique Coca-Cola drink machine in the kitchen takes a real nickel for a coke.

Throughout the house, large windows brighten up the rooms.

rooms where patients waited to be examined.
The house is sprinkled with family treasures. 

There is an old pump organ that belonged to 
Curtis’s aunt, Ida Padgett, who lived in Pantego, 
N.C. He remembers with fondness as a child 
staying at his aunt’s home during the summers 
and pumping and hitting keys on the old organ.

Marcia grew up in the village of Sharps on 
the Northern Neck. She has a boat model of an 
old deadrise fishing vessel with a shield-shaped 
stern made by her grandfather, George Landon 
Smith. She also has a painting of Sharps steam-
boat wharf that shows her grandfather’s oyster 
shucking plant.

Curtis pointed to a painting on the wall of 
a man shaving on his back porch. “I love that 
painting,” he said. “During summer and winter, 
my father would go out on the back porch with a 
small mirror and shave. It reminds me of him.”

There is also a miniature rocking skiff in the 
house built by renowned Mathews County boat-
builder Edward Diggs. The Joneses had Diggs 
build them a 16-foot skiff in the 1990s, and they 
moored the boat on Urbanna Creek. “Curtis 
loved that skiff and we hated to get rid of it,” 
said Marcia. “So we had Mr. Diggs build us a 
miniature rocking skiff.” 

Curtis has four generations of family names 
painted on the miniature skiff. He has the names 
Curtis for himself; Gordon, his son; Marshall, 
grandson; and Barry, great-grandson.

The Joneses came to Middlesex in 1982 when 
they purchased and operated Saluda Market. In 
their kitchen is the chopping block that came 
out of the market. The market building was built 
by Jack Smith in 1933 and the chopping block 
goes back to the beginning of the business.

“We loved running that business,” said 
Marcia. “That’s how we got to meet so many 
people in Saluda.” That’s how they met Virginia 
Hoskins from whom they purchased the house.

This rocking skiff was built by boatbuilder Edward Diggs of 
Mathews County. 

The Joneses have completely refurbished the 
house, opening up rooms and building in four 
bedrooms. “What I love about this house is that 
it is so open and there is always sunlight any-
where you go in the house,” said Curtis.

When Segar owned the house he rented 
upstairs rooms. “We have had people come by 
who used to live upstairs when Mr. Segar owned 

the house,” said Marcia. “One man came by 
who was born in the house. He wanted to see 
the room he was  born in and he also wanted to 
see the attic. He remembered something about 
the attic.

“This house has seen a lot of life,” said 
Marcia. “We love living here and fixing it up has 
been a labor of love for both Curtis and myself.”
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3010 Northumberland Hwy,  Lottsburg, VA
allisonsacehardware.com  804-529-7578

You asked for it… We got it!

CRALLE INSURANCE AGENCY
GENERAL INSURANCE

Callao, VA 22435
APRIL N. O’BIER

Agent

(804) 529-6226

www.Rivahguide.com
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BIRDSEED’S ELECTRICAL SERVICE, INC.
RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

2877 REGENT RD., TOPPING, VA 23169

CHARLES B. MILLER, JR. 804-758-1232

Gary’s Well, Pump &
Powerwashing Service

Powerwashing • Boats • Homes • Decks • Piers

Wells, pump sales & service
Licensed & Insured

Gary Blake          Hardyville, VA          804-758-2621

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths. Enjoy wonderful views of the 
Rappahannock River with magnificent sunsets! Pier, 
bulkhead and sand beach. Open floor plan, wood burning 
fireplace, floor to ceiling windows and water views from 
most rooms.  $525,000.

Betsy Stanley 804-347-3488
Skipper Garrett 804-370-4080

RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER • SAND BEACH
RICHMOND COUNTY

NORTHERN NECK • SENIOR CREEK

BYRL TAYLOR
byrl@byrltaylor.com

BETSY STANLEY 
betsystanley1472@gmail.com

SKIPPER GARRETT
agarrett7@aol.com

Beautiful cape features open floor plan, formal LR & DR, 
powder room, kitchen, breakfast area and gathering room, 
plus first floor master suite, music room, front and rear 
staircase, 2nd floor includes 3 BRs, 3 BTHs, artist studio 
and walkout basement includes office, rec room, full bath, 
work shop, and garage. New deck, Pier with 5’MLW. 7 
private acres. Easy commute to Northern VA or Richmond.  
$749,000.   Byrl Taylor  804-356-7879

Bay/River Office  •  434 Rappahannock Drive  •  White Stone, VA 22578

by Melinda Myers
Create an outdoor space to relax and recharge. 

Transform a corner of your landscape, deck or 
balcony into your own escape from everyday 
stress.

Use decorative fencing, sheer curtains or plant-
ings to define the space and create a bit of privacy. 
An outdoor carpet, steppers or ground cover can 
also help define the space and create added comfort.

Provide a bit of protection from the blazing hot 
sun with a shade tree, pergola, umbrella or retract-
able awning. Deciduous trees and vines add shade 
during hot summer months, but let the warm sun-
light shine through during the cooler months.

Reduce maintenance by growing plants suited 
to your climate and growing conditions. Use 
fewer varieties and more of each to provide unity 
while reducing maintenance. Include permanent 
plantings of low maintenance trees, shrubs and 
perennials. 

Select varieties known for being low mainte-
nance. Interspecific Supra Pink and Jolt dianthus 
are both such plants. Their showy flowers brighten 
the garden all summer long despite the heat and 
with no deadheading.

Perfume the air with blue Evening Scentsation 
petunia. Perfect for containers and hanging bas-
kets, its fragrance peaks during the evening 
hours. Set a container of compact Deep Purple 
nicotiana near your chair or entryway for a fra-
grant greeting.. 

Get a boost of color and health benefits by 
inviting birds and butterflies into your sanctuary. 
Being in nature lowers your blood pressure and 
improves your mood and adding bird watching to 

the mix increases these benefits.
Plant Tip Top Rose nasturtium to bring in the 

hummingbirds and butterflies. This compact plant 
boasts showy rose-colored flowers that bloom all 
season long. Pluck a few of the edible leaves and 
flowers to enjoy in your salad.

Summer Jewel Salvias include red, white, lav-
ender and pink flowered wind and rain tolerant 
beauties. You’ll enjoy butterflies and humming-
birds visiting the flowers and goldfinches feasting 
on the seeds.

Extend your enjoyment into the evening with 
some night lighting. Drape a string of lights over a 
pergola, arbor or tree. Lead the way to your retreat 
with some solar powered path lighting. 

Brighten the night garden with a few flowers 
that shine during the darker hours. Gypsy White 
baby’s breath is a non-invasive species and has 
better branching and heat tolerance.

Mega Bloom Polka Dot vinca’s bright white 
flowers are a standout in the garden. Its pure white 
petals with bright pink center provide a nighttime 
glow as well as daytime interest.

Be sure to include a comfortable chair, ham-
mock or glider to relax into the space. Add the 
soothing sound of water.

Then grab a good book, your favorite beverage 
and escape to your own backyard retreat. 

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gar-
dening books. She hosts TV and radio segments. 
Myers is a columnist and contributing editor 
for “Birds & Blooms” magazine and was com-
missioned by Gardeners Supply for her exper-
tise to write this article. Her website is at www.
MelindaMyers.com.

Hours: 7:30 - 5:30 M-F, 7:30 - 5:00 Sat.

Farm & Home Supply, LLC
Hardware, Pet Food & Supplies, 

Large Greenhouse, Echo Power Equipment, 
Husqvarna  Equipment, Small Engine Repair,

Blue Buffalo Dog Food

469 N. Main St., PO Box 249
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

Phone: (804) 435-3177
SOUTHERN

STATES

Create your own relaxation garden



March 26, 2020  •  windows on the Bay • 17

Energy

SWITCH to LOCAL
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JEWELL’S BUILDINGS

Located between Haynesville & Village

Custom Wood or Vinyl  Storage 
Buildings in the Color of  Your Choice

Now with Aluminum Foil Wrapped Interiors 

Old Fashioned Quality

J

New England Cape Cod

You Dream It  
and We’ll Build It

www.ches-homes.com

KING’S CLEANING SERVICES, INC.

kcsinc@live.com  KingsCleaningServices.com

14679 Richmond Road, Village, VA 22570
804.529.7697    800.828.4398

Carpet, Furniture, Area Rugs, 
Air Duct Cleaning Specialists

Wednesday – Saturday • 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
17851 General Puller Highway  •  Deltaville
Quality Home Furnishings

Home Accessories
Local Artisan Wares

consignmentstation@gmail.com
(804) 694-6455

facebook@
consignmentstation
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They say some things never change, but in the case 
of W. F. Booth & Son, Inc., that’s just not true. One 
of the oldest businesses in the region, W. F. Booth 
& Son, Inc. has survived a century of service to the 

community by being flexible to change. 
The furniture store first opened in 1920 in the same build-

ing the business occupies today. Wayland F. Booth, a farmer 
from Wicomico Church, started the business as a used 
furniture store. 

“The change has been tremendous. The change has been 
the same as with the area. We used to be a farming com-
munity, a fishing community. That’s almost a non-existent 
income anymore. It’s become more retirement service 
industries,” said co-owner Mr. Bob Booth. 

The business evolved in the 1930s when Wayland F.’s son, 
“Summie”, joined the company at the peak of the Great 
Depression. To keep their store afloat, they adapted to the 
new economic climate by finding something rare and valu-
able in those days, holly. Even though most couldn’t afford 
presents, Christmas was still an important and comforting 
ritual during the Depression, and to create that atmosphere 
of holiday cheer everyone needed some American holly. 
So, the Booths would load a truck full of holly and take it 
up north, where they traded the plant for apples which they 
would bring back and sell in the Northern Neck. 

By the time the Great Depression receded, oversight of 
the business was transferred from its founder, Wayland F., 
to his wife, Chloe, who ran the furniture company while her 

in the furniture business
by Megan Schiffres

From left Wayland F. and Chloe Booth. Chloe took over 
the business when Wayland F. moved on to other business 
ventures. 

Bob and Connie Booth examine fabric samples. 

Celebrating 100 years

W. F. Booth & Son, Inc. first opened in 1920 in the same building it occupies today at 42 N. 
Main Street, Kilmarnock.

“The change has been tremendous. The change has been 
the same as with the area. We used to be a farming com-
munity, a fishing community. That’s almost a non-exis-
tent income anymore. It’s become more retirement service 
industries.” –Mr. Bob Booth
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husband pursued other business opportunities. 
“She and her husband started it and they couldn’t get along 

so he went across the street with his business and she stayed 
over here with the furniture store,” said Mr. Booth. 

Chloe and her son, Summie, shifted the store’s focus back 
to furniture, but this time incorporated some new pieces in 
addition to the used household goods they sold. Summie’s 
son, Bob, took over the business in 1960 with his wife, 
Connie. At first the pair expanded their services to the local 
watermen and fishermen by selling more appliances and 
tools relevant to the most common occupations in the region.

“Back in the day, I remember my dad would order a dozen 
lawn mowers and I’d sit on the lawn mower engine and watch 
traffic go by and eat a cookie from the Kilmarnock bakery 
next door,” said Cindy Clarke, Bob’s daughter and co-owner 
of the business. 

As the demographics of the region changed from local 
farmers and fishermen to retirees, Bob and Connie again 
adapted to the needs of their clientele and transformed the 
business into the high quality, coastal themed furniture and 
interior design business it is today. 

However, Bob and Connie didn’t leave all the traditions of 
previous generations behind when they took over the busi-
ness. During the winter season when farmers and fishermen 
struggle to make ends meet, Bob would reinstitute the barter-
ing system, which Summie began.

“In the dead of winter there wasn’t much to do so some-
body had hogs or whatever and they would slaughter their 
hogs and if their payment was due on their account, they’d 
bring in a ham,” Cindy said. 

Continuing the tradition of transferring ownership to the 

W. F. Booth & Son, Inc., founder Wayland F. Booth 
and his dog. 

From left are current co-owners Todd Booth, Cindy Clarke and Tim Booth. 

next generation of Booths, Bob’s children Tim, Todd and 
Cindy are all co-owners of the family business. The three 
children grew up running, playing and most importantly 
working in their father’s store. 

“I started when I was able to pick up my end of the sofa,” 
said Tim.

Today the fourth generation of Booths to be a part of the 
business all go to work together, preforming a variety of 
services to the community including interior design consul-
tations, installations and deliveries. 

“In a small business like this you wear many hats, it 
depends on the day and the time what you have to do. From 
trying to get a sleeper to the third floor or picking colors for 
some client, you wear many hats and no one wears just one 
hat around here,” Tim said.

Since this new generation entered the business, their 
operation has expanded beyond the bounds of the Northern 
Neck. 

“We’re covering twice as much ground as we ever 
did. In my dad’s day we wouldn’t leave Lancaster and 
Northumberland county. Now we’re going to Charlottesville, 
Virginia Beach, Fredericksburg and occasional long trips; 
I’ve been as far north as Connecticut and as far south as 
Florida,” said Tim. “Most of those clients are second time 
around, they’re repeat customers that we follow to their 
destinations.”

Between the three of them Cindy, Tim and Todd have 
seven children who could potentially continue their fam-
ily’s business another generation. Undoubtably, that next 
generation will change the business again and adapt as the 
economic climate of the region evolves.

“It’s fantastic to have been here this long. Hopefully we’ll 
stay another hundred,” Mr. Booth said. 

“It’s fantastic to have been here this long. Hopefully 
we’ll stay another hundred.” –Mr. Bob Booth

“In a small business like 
this you wear many hats, it 
depends on the day and the 
time what you have to do. 
From trying to get a sleeper to 
the third floor or picking colors 
for some client, you wear many 
hats and no one wears just one 
hat around here.” –Tim Booth
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Sturgeon Creek Quilts
Deltaville, Virginia

Longarm Quilting
Karen McClellan 

(804) 694-6455 • sturgeoncreekquilts@gmail.com
Facebook.com/SturgeonCreekQuilts

Dianne B. McNamee
Principal Broker

10880 A General Puller Hwy.
Hartfield, VA 23071
Email: dbmcnamee@gmail.com

Office: (804) 776-6044
Cell: (804) 240-3288
Fax: (804) 776-9782

CHES-BAY REALTY, INC.

~  Lots in Piankatank Shores - Waterfront commu-
nity with access to the Piankatank River.  3 Piers 
for fishing or crabbing and community Boat Ramp.  
Great Location only about an hour from Richmond.  

~  Over 2 Acres Lot in Mariners Woods with access 
to the Piankatank River.  Owner Financing

SURVEYING & ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS

Land Surveying & Riparian Surveys

Subdivision & Boundary Line Adjustment Plats

Commercial Site Plans & Road Design

Chesapeake Bay Act Compliance Plans

Retaining Wall Design

Water & Sewer System Design

FEMA Compliant Elevated
Foundation Design

Wetland Delineations

Land Planning & Zoning Support

Environmental Studies/Permitting

Construction Stakeout Services

Serving the
Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula

since 1974

804-693-2993          804-436-8425
www.baydesigngroup.com

Cindy Lloyd Design 
804-333-6463

804-761-3715

Hunter Douglas, Draperies, Furniture,  
Area Rugs, Wallpaper & Decorative Accessories

Complete Interior Design Services

In Home Design Consultations

CC



EVERYTHING Local. EVERYTHING Home.

EVERYTHING Local. 
        EVERYTHING Home.

BROOKVALE  
MINI STORAGE

10436 Mary Ball Rd., Lancaster
804-435-1209

Temperature Control & Regular Units 
RV Parking  

Moving Supplies & U-Haul Dealer

B-Clean

Shawn Robinson  Travis Harcum
(804) 466-1862 (804) 577-0813

ShawnR18496@gmail.com

Heathsville, VA

TRUSTED LOCAL PROS  
FOR ANY HOME PROJECT

Northern Neck
Small Hauling & Stump Grinding

 

References Available

Dale Keyser 
804-580-0021

TAKE A STEP BACK  IN TIME…
Rivah Relics & Murphy’s Seed/Country Store

Collectibles & Antiques
Garden Supplies, Hardware & more!

MURPHY’S SEED SERVICE, INC.

BRING THIS AD IN FOR 10% OFF STOREWIDE

Senior Discounts Available
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Design • Build • Renovate • Service 
Concrete In-ground Pools

Stephen Graves
   President

Who would have ever 
thought the subject of 

“the weather” would become 
a political debate? There is cli-
mate change . . . there isn’t. It’s 
warmer . . . it’s not.  

For the purposes of this 
article, it assumes things are 
moving to “a little warmer” and 
how that affects how people 
garden on the Middle Peninsula 
and Northern Neck. 

Following are just a few facts 
heading into this article rela-
tive to planting and pruning in a 
changing environment. 

Is it “weather” or is it “cli-
mate”? Weather is the state of 
the atmosphere at any given time 
and place. Climate is the long-
term average of the weather in 
any given place. What we are 
talking about here is climate.

Nothing stays static, so stay 
open to change. Start a little 
earlier. Explore some differ-
ent plantings. Water a little 
more. And, enjoy the earlier joys 
of this spring season. Here are 
some suggestions.

Zones
Plant hardiness zones are 

moving north in the U.S. at 13 
miles per decade, according to 
the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture. Each zone marks out 
a 10-degree band in Fahrenheit 
from average annual minimum 
temperature of -50 to -60 in 
Zone 1 to 60-70 degrees in 
Zone 13. The Middle Peninsula 
area is in Zone 7 (but right on 
the southern side). The zones 
were last changed in 2012, 
when nearly half the country 
was upgraded to a half a zone 
warmer than it had been in 
1990. Eight of the 10 warmest 
years on record worldwide have 
occurred since 1998.

Pruning
On the Middle Peninsula 

and Northern Neck, some now 
report seeing rose bushes bud-
ding in January. The usual rule 
of thumb was to prune around 
Valentine’s Day, February 14. 
Odds were there would be no 
hard frost after that. 

This year, and probably in the 

Planting in a changing weather pattern
by Roseanne Moncure 

President, Middlesex/Mathews 
Master Gardeners

years to come, you can prune 
weeks earlier. For those who 
waited and are now looking at 
some impressive budding, and 
you haven’t pruned—it’s ok 
to do it now. Probably not as 
aggressively as you might have, 
so leave a few buds.  

As for the liriope, or monkey 
grass, that makes such a nice 
border—cut it back now! You 
don’t want to cut it back after 
it has started sprouting because 
you will damage new growth, so 
now is the time.

Plant sooner
As winters are warmer, shrubs 

and bushes are “wintering over” 
in that they aren’t dying back. 
Oleander is a perfect example. 
While it usually fades back 
during the winter, necessitat-
ing severe pruning, this year it 
stayed quite alive.

Bulbs are blooming every-
where. In the future, plan on 
planting in November and seeing 
the flowers presenting a month 
early. If you are planning on put-
ting in a new garden, start a little 
earlier. If you are planting non-
vegetables, you can get a little 
more daring in your selection. In 
the past we may have gotten a 
little anxious about moving out 
of our Zone 7b.  Zone 8 is now a 
reasonable option.

Bug bushes
While a warmer winter 

helps to reduce power bills and 
freezing issues, it does present 
another problem—mosquitoes 
and ticks.

If you are going to plant some 
different things this year, con-
sider planting, or purchasing 
from a nursery, plants that repel 
mosquitoes and ticks, or that 
attract fireflies. We did not see 
enough cold weather this winter 
here to significantly kill off these 
summer pests. Some excellent 
plants to consider are lemon-
grass, lavender, basil, garlic, cit-
ronella, marigolds, peppermint, 
rosemary and so many more. 
These are all hardy plants that 
require little attention while you 
are working on the lawn. 

Grass
With warmer winters, we 

need to address pre-emergence 
of weeds earlier. Irrespective of 
what you use to deal with, those 
weeds (no climate will discour-
age them, except maybe Zone 
1!), you might want to consider 
starting earlier. Grass seed types 

are changing here also. Mark 
Letchworth, owner of Moughons 
Ace Hardware in Mathews, said 
grass now needs to be more 
drought and heat resistant. He 
is selling a Mid-Atlantic blend. 
According to Letchworth, the 
Middle Peninsula area is really 
between zones. It is still a little 
too far north for Bermuda grass, 
but too warm now for fescue. 
This blend will stop area lawns 
from completely browning out 
in summer or winter. As with all 
area plantings and prunings, you 
need to be more flexible. There 
is a trend now to replace some 
grassier areas with stone, plants, 
flowers and making a garden 
area. Grass lawns were intro-
duced in the U.S. from England 
in the 1800s. They were consid-
ered a status symbol.

Also, don’t forget watering. 
With a warmer climate, you are 
probably going to need to do 

more watering. As always, early 
morning is best. On a conserva-
tion side, consider a rain barrel 
(with mosquito repellant). As 
a conservation method, while 
waiting for the hot water at an 
inside faucet, put a large con-
tainer under the faucet to catch 
the pre-hot water. It’s great to 
water the potted plants.

Mulch
It’s never too early or too late 

to mulch. However, mulching 
has begun earlier this year than 
in past years. Some providers 
are already out of mulch. Start 
now.

If you are planting on or near 
the water, consider planting 
more riparian buffers—grasses 
that will hold the eroding shore-
line. If stone is in the budget, 
adding stone on the shoreline 
with intermittent grasses is a 
beautiful combination.
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www.RRecord.com

Office 804-724-0829

KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, OUTDOOR KITCHENS,  
LAUNDRY ROOMS & MORE!

SERVING THE NORTHERN NECK

We do more than provide the materials...
WE DESIGN. WE DELIVER. WE MANAGE PROJECT.

COOL CASH

UP TO $1,650.00 CASH BACK ON QUALIFYING 
CARRIER EQUIPMENT

MARCH 16th — JUNE 30th

YOUR LOCAL CARRIER EXPERT

AIR CONDITIONING & HEATING
Urbanna, VA

804-758-2978

Not only can Carrier air conditioners save you up to 
50%† on your cooling costs, for a limited time, save up 
to $1,650 with Factory Rebates*. For year-round comfort 
and energy savings, nothing could be cooler.    

†  As compared to a Carrier 10 SEER air conditioner
*  Rebate savings range from $25 to $1,650 based on 

equipment purchased. Expires on 06/30/2020. 
See participating dealer for details

•  Awarded Top 10 Richmond residential dealer
• Service all brands
•  Yearly service agreements available

“SPECIAL” 
10% off on ALL 

Indoor Air Quality 
Products

“SPECIAL”
0% APR 

FINANCING
for 36 months

or 60 months on 
qualifying systems

Visit us online at www.rymansac.com!

1968 – 2020
52

K9 Bubble Baths
Pet Grooming

Baths • Trimming • Nails

We treat your pet to a fun, relaxed spa day!

Call Sheri Blake for Appointment
804-314-0179

Hardyville, VA

Thank you everyone for your 
overwhelming support.  

Love what you do...do what you love.
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Cathy Rowe • 804-436-2696
crowe@pleasantlife.com

4503 Irvington Road, Irvington, VA
Visit our website: www.pleasantlife.com

CARTER’S CREEK • “325 GLEBE ROAD” • IRVINGTON

Renovated in 2019 w/Beautiful New Updates Throughout
2,115 SF w/3 Bedrooms; 3 Baths

Open Living/Dining Area w/Fireplace / New Hardwood Flooring
Kitchen w/Granite and Stainless Steel Appliances

Waterside Screened Porch / Lovely Creek Views w/Private Pier
Outdoor Storage Building

$399,000

“Your Hometown Electric & Plumbing Source Serving 
Homeowners And Contractors For Over 30 years!” 

Open Mon – Fri 7:30 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  
Sat 9:00 a.m. – 1 :00 p.m.  

454 N Main Street, Kilmarnock (next door to Sal’s Pizza) 
804.435.2241

ONE STOP

Marina 804-758-4457 • Boatyard 804-758-4747 
www.regentpointmarina.com

35 Ton Travelift
Full Service 

ABYC Boatyard

SPECIALS FOR 
NEW SLIP LEASES

5124 Jessie duPont Mem. Hwy.
P.O. Box 364, Wicomico Church, VA 22579

StokesPropaneService@yahoo.com

CHOOSE THE #1 SELLING HOME STANDBY GENERATOR BRAND  

Automatic backup power you need to protect your home and  
family during a power outage; it kicks in within seconds of     

sensing power loss — automatically.  

HURD’S INC 
17342 General Puller Hwy Deltaville, VA 

(804) 776-9241 

Other sizes available upon request 

by Melinda Myers

No matter the season, size of your garden or cli-
mate, you can inject homegrown flavor into your 

meals. Just clear a shelf, countertop or windowsill and 
get busy planting herbs, greens and even tomatoes to 
enjoy year-round.

For quick results, grow microgreens. These nutri-
ent packed edibles are ready to harvest in as few as 
10 days. Plant microgreen seeds in a quality potting 
or seed starting mix. A recycled fast food container 
or other shallow pot with drainage holes works well.  
Plant the seeds according to label directions, moisten 
the soil and place in a warm location. Keep the soil 
moist and move to a sunny window or under artificial 
lights as soon as sprouts peak through the soil. Then 
break out the scissors and start harvesting when the 
second set of leaves appears. Use microgreens on 
salads, sandwiches, soups or as a snack.

Purchase plants or start herbs from seeds in indi-
vidual pots or a container large enough to hold several 
plants. Select herbs you and your family typically use 
for seasoning. Basil, chives, sage, parsley, and oregano 
are a few of the easier herbs to grow. Just harvest a few 
leaves or sprigs as needed for some homegrown flavor.

Boost the vitamins, minerals and fiber in your meals 
with leafy greens. Plant an indoor garden of leaf let-
tuce, spinach, arugula, baby leaf kale and beet greens. 
A self-watering pot with a built-in overhead light like 
the Gardener’s Revolution Light Garden Kit (garden-
ers.com) makes it easy to grow a variety of greens at 
the end of a counter, next to a desk or anywhere you 
have a few square feet of space.

Reserve a space in front of a sunny window to grow 
a tomato or pepper plant. Expand your growing options 
and ensure a bountiful harvest by supplementing natu-
ral daylight with artificial lights. Start with compact 
tomato and pepper varieties that require less space. 
You will probably need to start plants from seeds when 
growing these vegetables outside the normal outdoor 
gardening season. Once the plants start flowering, 
you will need to lend a helping hand. Give the stems 
a shake for pollination and eventually fruit formation 
to occur.

Reduce maintenance and the mess with self-water-
ing containers. These planters have reservoirs that 
hold water that moves into the soil via wicking sys-
tems. This provides the plants with a constant supply 
of water while extending the time between watering. 
Plus, the self-contained watering setup minimizes the 
risk of water getting on your floor.

Start plans for your indoor edible garden with a 
walk around your home to identify potential growing 
spaces. Then develop a list of favorite herbs, greens 
and vegetables you and your family enjoy. Match 
the space to your favorites and invest in plants and 
resources that fit your gardening goals and help ensure 
success.  Then start growing and enjoying the benefits 
of fresh, homegrown produce all year.

Melinda Myers has written more than 20 garden-
ing books. She hosts TV and radio segments. Myers 
is a columnist and contributing editor for “Birds & 
Blooms” magazine and was commissioned by Gar-
deners Supply for her expertise to write this article. 
Her website is at www.MelindaMyers.com.

Expand your edible garden indoors
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LAWYERS TITLE / MI D DLE PENINSU LA  
N ORT H ERN NEC K A GEN CY A N D

TI DELA N D TITLE A GEN CY, L.C.!
Residential Real Estate Closings

•  Purchases 
•  Real Estate Loans

Serving the Middle Peninsula and surrounding area since 1979!
Edward P. Harrow, Jr., President

Toll Free (800) 801-5359  •   (804) 758-2368
Fax (804) 758-5688  •   eharrow@ltmp.org

www.ltmp.org

H W H O ffice Centre
868 Gloucester Road, P. O . Box 120

Saluda, V irginia 23149

WALDEN’S CONSTRUCTION
Providing Quality Service Since 1983

With more than 30 years of experience serving 
the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula, we 
help build dreams – one home at a time.
Whether you desire a new home or renovations to 
a family farmhouse, when quality counts, 
count on Walden’s Construction.

559 Moores Creek Dr.
Deltaville, VA 23043

804-776-9753

• Prints
• Photo Frames
• Mirrors
• Unique Gifts
• Wine Accessories

Downtown Deltaville, VA • 804-776-7160

efficiency with
perfect for any cleaning job

style

Pat’s Gallery & Gifts Ltd.
“Custom Framing as it should be since 1987.”

New for Spring

snoozies

HAPPY SPRING!

www.SSentinel.com
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“Hack,” meaning to chop, has 
taken on another connotation as “a 
clever solution to a prob lem .”

“Life hack” videos abound on 
the internet by those who create 
simple tools or devices from 
everyday items. For example: Make 
a disposable cooler by lining a box 
w ith newspaper for insulation, then 
place a plastic bag in it, and add 
ice . 

Here are a few labor saving ideas 
I’ve learned mostly by watching 
the way things happen. 

Don’t mow low

grass w ill retain moisture , keep the 
roots cooler, and choke out weeds. 

hose left in the yard w ill work its 
way deep enough into the thatch 
that you can mow over it. I adm it 
it takes some faith to try it, but it’s 
worked for me . In time the hose w ill 
disappear from view and it has the 

to your garden, w ithout dragging 
the hose out every time you need it. 
I tried using a hose ree l to roll up the 
hose , it got tang led and was usually 
a mess.

Gravity 
Before you buy grave l for your 

driveway, keep in m ind that road 
dirt, a m ixture of sand and clay, is 
se lf healing. If you end up w ith a low 
spot or depression rain w ill wash 
dirt into the hole where it w ill settle , 

Speaking of rain, when the drive-
way has standing water on it, put 
your vehicle’s whee ls on the center 

does three things: it keeps the dirt 
from sp lashing out of the driveway, 
it keeps your vehicle cleaner, and 

by riding on the edge of the shoul-
der that is softened by the rain, you 
w ill pack it down allow ing the water 

Road dirt w ith some grave l is a 
rock-solid combination. 

Let all the sun in
I learned long ago that paper 

towe ls and spray cleaners are not 
the best way to clean w indows. 

Use a squeegee , sim ilar to ones 
used to clean car w indshie lds.

Keep in m ind, water does the 
work. Into your water bucket put a 
sing le drop of dishwashing liquid 
like Dawn or Joy. More is not better. 

Using a spray w indow cleaner in 
place of water is an option.

Lightly wet the sponge and rub 

Now, run the squeegee horizontally 
across the top to clear a one-inch 

start the squeegee when you pull it 
vertically. 

Less water is better because 
excess water w ill collect at the 
bottom , where it can be soaked up 
w ith a paper towe l.

W ipe the edge of the squeegee 
after each sw ipe to remove dirt.

You m ight not get all dirt on the 

make a second pass.   

inside and horizontally on the out-
side , that way you can te ll which 
side has a streak.

If you have baked-on specks, 
carefully use a razor blade on the 

Low priority 
landscaping 

Grass clippings, tw igs and even 
pulled weeds, make a good mulch 
base . Pile them where you don’t 

‘Life hacks’ for the hom e , 
saving time and effort

by Tom Chillemi

want vegetation growth. Build a 
base and then put store bought 
mulch on top to dress it up.

Grass clippings contain nitrogen 

especially high in this nutrient. 
I had a honeysuckle prob lem . I 

piled pine need les, small branches 
and leaves on top of it and eventu-

down you can add ornamental 
mulch.

Go wild

Susans from that m ix return every 

volunteers pop up all over the yard 
w ith the warm color of sunshine . 

leaf sprouts and avoid them when 
mow ing. 

spray c leaner.
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Mow now or pay later

I learne d from a man who loathe d land-
scap ing that mow ing re gu larly is the b est 
way to contro l ve g etation growth. W hen 
I move d to the country, I thought a stand 
of p ines wou ld b e n ice for privacy. Wrong! 

over. I learne d it’s a lot hard er to g et rid of 
p ine tre es, even sma ll ones, than it is to 
cut grass.

b lad es h igh and you can mow right over top .

W ip e d irt from the the sque e g e e b lad e after each sw ip e .

B lack-eye d Susans grow w ithout any he lp , creating less grass to mow.
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 Bay Security Systems
804-435-2275

Custom Designed Systems
Burglar & Fire Alarms

Residential & Light Commercial
Licensed and Insured

24 hr. Monitoring
Serving the Northern Neck & 
Surrounding Area Since 1995

Kilmarnock
DCJS #11-6738

PROFESSIONAL & AFFORDABLE HOME STAGING FOR HOMEOWNERS
AND REALTORS IN THE MIDDLE PENINSULA & NORTHERN NECK

DD
DELTA DOMESTIC
STAGING SERVICES

Delta Domestic Staging Services  //  Deltaville, VA 23043
(804) 366-0842  //  deltacorn@verizon.net  //  www.deltadomestic.com

deltadomestic

170 GREENS COVE ROAD  •  P.O. BOX 426  •  DELTAVILLE, VA 23043

BUYING OR SELLING?
Knowledgeable and professional representation as YOUR broker.

CHOOSING THE RIGHT BROKER DOES MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

CARL HAWKINS - Power & Sail Broker
804-387-5786  •  CLEAN, QUALITY LISTINGS NEEDED

chawkins@verizon.net  •  www.hawkinsboatbrokerage.com

HAWKINS BOAT
BROKERAGE
D E L T A V I L L E ,  V A

The ALLEN
GROUP, Inc.

160 Cross Street, Urbanna  •  758-2037
www.allengroupbuilders.com

Dianne B. McNamee
Principal Broker

10880 A General Puller Hwy.
Hartfield, VA 23071
Email: dbmcnamee@gmail.com

Office: (804) 776-6044
Cell: (804) 240-3288
Fax: (804) 776-9782

CHES-BAY REALTY, INC.

Mosaic Consignments & Gifts, LLC

153 Northumberland Highway
Callao, Virginia 22435

804-529-1030
mosaicconsignments@gmail.com

Made in Virginia Foods  •  Artisan Furniture  
Quality Consignments  •  Old Dominion Soap Company

Gently Used Furniture  •  Artisan Creations  •  Original Bee’s Wax

T-TOWN TACK
WORK AND WESTERN WEAR

1309 Tappahannock Blvd.
Tappahannock, Virginia                          804-443-4614

 

Come stay with us 
in picturesque 

Deltaville! 
 

Newly Renovated  
Rooms from top to 

bottom. 
GREAT RATES 

BOOK NOW 804-776-1021 
Deltavilledockside.com 

Following Virginia Gov. 
Ralph Northam’s order to ban 
all events with 100 or more 
people, Gloucester County 
officials have announced that 
the 2020 Gloucester Daffodil 
Festival and all activities sur-
rounding the annual event, 
which was scheduled for April 
4-5, have been canceled. The 
decision also comes after the 
Center for Disease Control has 
suggested that gatherings with 
more than 50 people be can-
celed for the next eight weeks 
due to the widespread COVID-
19 (Coronavirus). 

“We fully support the gover-
nor’s decision, but it’s not with-
out heartache, as that means 
the annual Daffodil Festival 
must be cancelled,” said Katey 
Legg, director of Gloucester’s 
Parks, Recreation and Tourism 
Department. “Many people 
may not know the extent of 
the planning that goes into this 
event, even after 34 years. Staff 
and countless volunteers, busi-
nesses and community part-
ners work year-round to bring 
this much-anticipated festival 
to the community and tour-
ists alike. We are saddened not 
to be able to offer this much-
loved event in 2020, but we 
will be right back at planning 
for March 27-28, 2021.” 

Legg added, “The Parks, 
Recreation and Tourism 
Department prides itself on 
providing an outlet for the 
community through recreation, 
activity, community events and 
the enhancement of quality of 
life. While schools are closed, 
programs and events are can-
celed, our parks remain open in 
a limited capacity so that some 
semblance of normalcy can 
remain. We encourage folks to 
walk our trails, get outside, fish 
from the piers, and enjoy the 
fresh air, but please be mindful 
of appropriate social distanc-
ing and proper hygiene. 

For information, call 
Gloucester’s Parks, Recre-
ation and Tourism Depart-
ment at 804-693-2355 or email 
sklegg@gloucesterva.info.

Daffodil 
Festival 
canceled



March 26, 2020  •  windows on the Bay • 29
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© Maxwell Mackenzie

Mariners Point Condo
in the Coves at Wilton Creek

2 bedrooms, 2 full baths. Glorious views of the creek and Piankatank 
River all the way to Mathews. Deeded 15½ x 40 ft. deepwater slip. Am-
ple storage, mostly new appliances, granite, hardwood & cathedral ceilings. 
All the amenities of the Coves: pool, tennis courts, exercise room & social 
events. Bonus shared walkout basement with electricity and built-in storage. 
Principals only. Email jandlking@gmail.com.          $359,000

F O R SA L E
B Y O W N E R

by Melinda Myers

Everyone’s done it—gotten 
overzealous in spring and over-
planted or planted the wrong 
varieties for various tastes and 
needs. Make this the year you 
plan your garden for the best 
return on your investment.

First, prepare a list before 
placing your catalog order or 
making that first trip to the 
garden center. Without a bit 
of preplanning, carts end up 
filled with more seeds and 
plants than space available or 
varieties that are not suited to 
our growing conditions or your 
family’s taste.

Make sure each plant you 
select provides the great-
est return on investment by 
including winning varieties 
with a visit to the All-America 
Selections (AAS) website (all-
americaselections.org). This 
nonprofit trialing organization 
has test sites across the U.S. 
and Canada that trial and select 
winning varieties for their taste 
and garden performance.

Review your favorite reci-
pes and consider growing 
the ingredients you need on 
a regular basis. Salad lovers 
may want to plant a container 
of greens that can be harvested 
daily.  Sandy lettuce and col-
orful mild flavored Red King-
dom Mizuna are slow to bolt, 
extending the harvest into 
warmer months. Add some 
super nutritious Prizm kale for 
your morning smoothies and 
salads. Prizm’s stemless stalks 
re-leaf quickly after harvest 
so you’ll have a continuous 
supply.

Fill a corner of the garden or 
container with a small-fruited 
tomato or two for salads, 
snacking and other daily treats. 
Red Celano grape tomato (a 
determinate for containers) and 
the light-yellow sweet Firefly 
tomato (an indeterminate for 
vertical or staked gardens) are 
attractive and very productive, 
ensuring more than enough for 
your whole family to enjoy.

Add a bit of crunch and 
color by growing Roxanne 
radishes. And don’t forget 
the cucumbers. Green Light 
cucumbers are seedless, sweet 
and prolific—great for salads 
or a refreshing summer drink. 

Nine garden planning tips 
for the greatest return

Keep a constant supply of 
these ingredients by making 
small plantings throughout the 
season.

Grow several containers 
of tasty and attractive Delizz 
strawberries. These ever-
bearing plants will provide a 
pretty pot of fresh strawber-
ries throughout the summer for 
your morning oatmeal or after-
noon glass of wine.

Plant unusual vegetables 
you can’t purchase at the gro-
cery store. Roulette pepper has 
the look and citrusy flavor of 
a habanero without the heat. 
And you won’t find anything 
like Yellow Apple tomato at 
the store. It has small unique 
apple-shaped fruit with a cit-
rusy sweet flavor that’s perfect 
for snacks or stuffing with 
cheese.

Dedicate some space for 
those vegetables that are more 
expensive to buy than grow. 
Green peppers are a bar-
gain in the summer, but the 
yellow, orange and red ones 
can cost two to three times 
more. Reduce the wait time 
and increase your enjoyment 
with early maturing colorful 
peppers like Orange Blaze or 
the yellow sweet peppers like 
Cornito Giallo, Escamillo or 
Just Sweet.

If you plan to freeze, dry or 
can your harvest, make sure 
to reserve some time during 
harvest season for picking 
and preserving. Select disease 
resistant productive varieties 
such as Early Resilience Roma 
Tomato so you’ll have plenty 
of produce to preserve.

This is your year to pro-
duce a garden filled with just 
enough family favorites and 
unusual varieties that are less 
expensive to grow than buy.

Melinda Myers has written 
more than 20 gardening books, 
including “Small Space Gar-
dening.” She hosts the “How 
to Grow Anything” DVD series 
and the“Melinda’s Garden 
Moment” TV and radio seg-
ments. Myers is a colum-
nist and contributing editor 
for “Birds & Blooms” maga-
zine and was commissioned 
by Gardeners Supply for her 
expertise to write this arti-
cle. Her website is at www.
MelindaMyers.com.
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Pretty, tough: 
     Decorating the home with kids and pets in mind

Bay and River co-owner Terry Elbourn shows a sofa from Best 
Home Furnishings, designed to stand up to the wear and tear 
of busy families. In addition to style and durability, Elbourn 
“likes that they are made in the USA.”

by Jackie Nunnery

For many, a house is not a 
home unless there are kids 
and pets underfoot. And 

wherever they are, accidents 
and messes are bound to occur. 
For decades, when it came 

to decorating and durability, 
you really had few options. You 
could keep your “good furniture” 
under wraps or cordoned off for 
when company came over or 
buy durable furniture that was 
neither stylish nor comfortable. 
Anyone else remember losing 

skin to a Naugahyde couch on 
a hot summer day?

An ounce of prevention
Times have changed and con-

sumers have insisted on durabil-
ity and comfort when it comes 
to their home, all without sac-
rificing style. The key to all of 
this? Performance fabrics.
“The industry has really done 

their homework,” said Sandra 
Hudson of Bay & River Home 
Decor in Kilmarnock. Hudson, 
along with business partner 
Terry Elbourn, offer Best Home 
Furnishings, a line of furniture 
with performance fabrics that 
can stand up to the messiest of 
children and pets.
Hudson said the fabrics offer 

two-levels of stain protection. 
The first level repels liquids, 
while the second level releases 
stains, preventing them from 
becoming permanent.
Your muddy-pawed pooch 

jumped up on the couch? Man-
ufacturers say those paw prints 
can be dealt with by simply 
blotting with a white cloth or 
paper towel. Sippy cup spill that 
you didn’t notice right away? 
Residual stains or spills clean 
up with mild soap and water.

Hudson also advised paying 
attention to weave when choos-
ing a pet friendly fabric. Tighter 
weaves are less likely to leave 
punctures from your pet’s toe-
nails. Also, fabrics with a tight 
pile and less texture will prevent 
snags and tears.

 
Hiding wear and tear
Another way to deal with the 

messiness of life? Camouflage 
it. And no, that doesn’t mean 
cover your furniture in a camo 
print—unless, of course, you 
really want to. Choosing uphol-
stery with small scale prints in 
darker colors will hide dirt and 
stains better than lighter colors 
or bigger prints.
Another option is to com-

pletely cover your furniture with 
protective slipcovers. “There are 
a variety of colors and patterns 
now. They can be extremely 
fashionable,” said Pam Deihl 
with The Pedestal in Kilmarnock. 
Deihl recommends dry clean-

ing, but if you have the capacity 
in your washer, you could “wash 
them in warm water and once 
the slipcover is slightly damp, 
replace it on the sofa or chair.”
If slipcovers aren’t your style, 

a simple throw blanket in your 
pet’s favorite spot is an easy 
way to protect your furniture 
and easy to clean, too.

Protecting your 
investment

Regardless of the upholstery 
you choose, you need to care 
for it to make it last. Manufac-
turers suggest you vacuum your 
furniture at least once a month. 
Dirt left in the fabric becomes 
abrasive as you sit and move 
on the furniture, wearing out the 
material.
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Pam Diehl combs through the many stylish options of flooring 
and fabric at The Pedestal’s studio storefront in Kilmarnock.

If you purchased furniture 
without a performance fabric, 
you can apply your own uphol-
stery protector spray. It’s not as 
effective as the factory treated 
material, but it will offer some 
protection against stains. Some 
sprays include UV protection as 
well.

 Skipping fabric 
altogether

There is nothing more clas-
sic than a leather sofa. It has 
stood the test of time for good 
reason. Leather is easy to wipe 
clean and ages beautifully with 
wear. Though it doesn’t snag like 
fabric, it can still be scratched 
or punctured by claws. A bonus: 
Pet hair removal is a breeze!
If you’re worried about 

scratches on your pristine 
leather sofa, go with a distressed 
leather. It already has the patina 
of age, and any scratches will 
blend in.

Durability at your feet
When it comes to flooring, 

everyone seems to love the look 

and feel of hardwoods. “Wood 
is really the best option for 
resale,” Deihl said. Wood, like 
leather, is also easy to clean 
and age seems to give it char-
acter.
When it comes to sheer dura-

bility, ceramic tile can’t be beat. 
Impervious to pet stains and 
claw marks, it’s easy to clean 
and lasts forever. But it’s not 
exactly cozy. It can be cold and 
require rugs to deal with the 
acoustics, Diehl said.
Area rugs in natural fibers—

jute or sisal—wear beautifully, 
like woods and leathers. They 
also offer an inexpensive, neu-
tral look that can work with 
virtually any décor. Given their 
price point, you won’t mind too 
much if you end up having to 
replace one. Consider sisals for 
high traffic areas. If you want 
something a little softer to walk 
on, say in a bedroom, choose 
jute.
If neutrals are not your taste, 

there are indoor/outdoor area 
rug options in every size, 
color, shape and style imagin-

able. In addition to fade resis-
tance, these synthetic options 
are incredibly easy to care for. 
Simply hose them down and 
wash with soap and water.
Whatever your rug option, 

make sure you include a non-
skid rug pad underneath for the 
safety of the whole family. 
 
A room of one’s own
Mudrooms are not just for 

people. Consider creating a 

space in an existing mudroom, 
or at the very least, a space 
near a door for doggy related 
outdoor activities. A place to 
hang leashes and an easy to 
clean place to wipe muddy 
paws, will make life easier and 
keep your floors cleaner.
While the discussion has 

focused on practicality and 
durability, making and decorat-
ing your home to include the 
messes that come with family 
life is also about mindset. 

Your furniture 
should be “fun to live 
with and fun to live 
on,” said Hudson. 
And worrying too 
much about spots, 
scratches, dings and 
imperfections takes 
away from that. Enjoy 
your home and make 
it your own. Embrace 
the imperfections, 
the patina of age, 
the distressing that 
comes with use and 
being well-loved. It’s 
all part of the charm.

Wood is easy to clean and age gives it char-
acter.

Impervious to pet stains and claw marks, tile is easy 
to clean and lasts forever.



Urbanna 758-5372 / Saluda 758-2777 / Deltaville 776-9295

www.mason r ea l t y. c om

Mas n Realty, Inc.

CEDAR POINTE - Fabulous contemporary w/ glass walls 
overlooking Robinson Creek & Gunite in-ground pool. 3 
private bedrooms, 3½ baths, det. garage w/ 2 bedrooms, 
bath, kitchen and living space. Pier/boat lift & jet-ski lift. 3.5’ 
MLW. Fenced dog run. Beautiful grounds & paved drive. 
Sold mostly furnished. Minutes to Urbanna! $1,095,000

Eric Johnson 
804-815-8374 eric@masonrealty.com

WILTON CREEK – Lovely! 4 BRs, 3 BAs. Easy river 
& bay access. Grand foyer entrance, spectacular liv-
ing room with 22’ ceilings, wall of windows and glass 
doors.  Kitchen has cherry cabinets, center island, 
& granite counters. Large rear deck & heated pool. 
Co-owned pier w/  9’ MLW. Too many features to 
mention! Now $764,000

R.D. Johnson 
804-815-8320 rd@masonrealty.com

RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER - Morattico – Gorgeous 
3-bedroom, 2½-bath townhome. Incredible water views! 
Open living area, beautiful wood floors, kitchen w/ gran-
ite, & private patio with awning. Att. one-car garage, boat 
slip with 8,000 lb boat lift, community pool, pool house 
and pier. 20 min from Kilmarnock. $439,000

Eric Johnson 
804-815-8374 eric@masonrealty.com

COVES AT WILTON CREEK - near Deltaville – 
4-bedroom, 3-bath contemporary home with beauti-
ful water views! Great space for outdoor living and 
entertaining. 2-car att. garage & finished walk-out 
basement. Pier with boatlift. 6’+ MLW. Community 
amenities include pool, clubhouse, tennis, boat ramp, 
& exercise room. Now $599,500

Eric Johnson 
804-815-8374 • eric@masonrealty.com

RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER – Incredible river views! 3 
BRs, 2½ BAs on knoll overlooking the river. Lots of great 
features! 3,000+ sq. ft. living room with gas FP, sand 
beach, bulkhead, pier with 2 boat lifts, first-floor master, 
wood floors, heated/cooled att. and det. garages, & 
large deck. Minutes to the Chesapeake Bay! $595,000

Irvin Shackelford 
804-815-8400 • irvin@masonrealty.com

DELTAVILLE - Jackson Creek – Great investment 
potential! 4.85 acres fronting Rt. 33 and Jackson 
Creek. Vintage Bay home with 4 bedrooms, 1 bath, 
beautiful wood floors, & large screened porch. Located 
in the heart of Deltaville! $395,000

Eric Johnson 
804-815-8374 eric@masonrealty.com

QUEEN ANNE’S COVE – Large 1,500+ sq. ft. 
3-bedroom, 2½-bath condo. Views of creek and 
Rappahannock River! Two decks (one covered), 
open floor plan and lots of closets for storage. Pool, 
sand beach, boat slips and boat ramp. Excellent 
buy! No outside maintenance. Just come and relax! 
Now $349,500

Eric Johnson 
804-815-8374 • eric@masonrealty.com

BILLUPS CREEK - Mathews – Spacious 3-BR, 
2-BA brick rancher on 2½ acres. Good water views! 
Large master suite, large living room with FP and 
beautiful wood-paneled creek room. Det. 2-car ga-
rage, paved drive & barn/storage shed. Nice neigh-
borhood. Great water depth! 4’ MLW. Pier in need of 
repair. Now $449,900

R.D. Johnson 
804-815-8320 • rd@masonrealty.com

DELTAVILLE - New construction! 3-bedroom, 2½-
bath 2-story colonial style home with a 1-car attached 
garage. Granite countertops, stainless appliances & 
plenty of extras! Great wooded-lot in Delta Shores 
subdivision. Private water access nearby. $209,900

R.D. Johnson 
804-815-8320 • rd@masonrealty.com

Bill Kallam . . . . . . . . . . . . . 832-1024
Phil Loftis  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 366-1778
Carolyn Bailey . . . . . . . . . . 366-2554
Deb Rowzee . . . . . . . . . . . . 724-1312
Kelly Guess  . . . . . . . . . . . . 758-2343
Leah Walker  . . . . . . . . . . . 832-7898
Lance Shores. . . . . . . . . . . 824-4909
Wendy Shores . . . . . . . . . . 824-4299

Realtors 

Eric Johnson  . . . . . . . . . .  815-8374
Craig Hall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 815-8494
Crystal Mason . . . . . . . . . . 815-8389
Tiffany Jewell . . . . . . . . . . . 815-9455
Steve Darman . . . . . . . . . . 815-2036
R. D. Johnson II . . . . . . . . . 815-8320
Irvin R. Shackelford  . . . . . 815-8400
Zani Autry  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 512-8350

URBANNA - Queen Anne’s Cove – Great 2-bed-
room, 1½-bath condo with 2 decks. Super views 
of Urbanna Creek and the Rappahannock River! 
Pool, sand beach, pier & boat ramp, deep water 
slips available. Walk to town amenities. Great get 
away! Now $325,000

Craig Hall 
804-815-8494 • craig@masonrealty.com

URBANNA HARBOUR – Lovely waterfront lot in 
great community located on Urbanna Creek. Pretty 
views! Deep water boat slips available – floating 
docks. Quaint subdivision just across the bridge from 
Urbanna. Come build your dream home or getaway 
home! Now $210,000

Craig Hall 
804-815-8494 • craig@masonrealty.com

PERKINS CREEK - Urbanna area – Lovely 1,700+ 
sq. ft. home on 3.4 acres. Sunroom overlooks pool and 
Perkins Creek. Cathedral ceilings with skylights, fire-
place, spiral staircase to loft, 2 BRs, 2 BAs, Jenn-Aire 
cooktop, pantry, & granite counters. Det. garage, pier, 
boathouse/boatlift. Minutes to Urbanna.          $330,000 

Craig Hall 
804-815-8494 • craig@masonrealty.com

Since 1957   •   Celebrating Over 60 Years!


