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LANCASTER—The drafting of planned unit
development (PUD) ordinances for Lancaster
County will be the focus of the planning commis-
sion meeting tonight (October 21).

The meeting convenes at 7 p.m. at the court-
house in Lancaster. No public hearings are sched-
uled.

The commission and county land use staff
are drafting planned unit development ordinances
for residential waterfront, commercial waterfront,
inland mixed residential and commercial use, and
inland single-family and multi-family residential
developments. 

Last month, the commission identifi ed compo-
nents proposed for the ordinances. Public input is
welcome in the drafting of the ordinances.

As drafted, the residential waterfront overlay
PUD would apply to 15 acres or more of water-
front property. Building density per acre is not
restricted. The district would permit both single-
family and multi-family residential development
on waterfront property zoned for general, single-
family residential use (R-1).

The commercial waterfront overlay PUD dis-
trict would apply to existing or past commercial
sites such as seafood collection and processing
facilities. Proposed permitted uses include water-
dependent businesses such as commercial mari-
nas, seafood processing and sales and aquaculture
in addition to other businesses such as restaurants,
recreational equipment storage and both single-

Although Election Day polls 
don’t open for another 12 days, 
voting has already commenced.

Voter registrars in Lancaster and 
Northumberland are now assisting 
those citizens who are casting absen-
tee ballots for the November 2 elec-
tion.

The Lancaster Voter Registration 
Offi ce at 8694 Mary Ball Road in 
Lancaster is open Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

For the convenience of registered 
voters who may need to vote an 
absentee ballot, the offi ce will also 
be open on Saturday, October 23, 
and Saturday, October 30, from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., said Lancaster voter 
registrar Peggy Harding.

Applications for absentee ballots 
must be received by the local voter 
registrar by 5 p.m. on Thursday, 
October 28.

The deadline to cast an absentee 
ballot in person is 5 p.m., Saturday, 
October 30. Otherwise, the ballots 
must be returned by Tuesday, 
November 2, by mail or other com-
mercial delivery.

The Northumberland Voter Reg-
istration Offi ce at 7154 Northum-
berland Highway in Heathsville is 
open Monday through Friday from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Northumberland voter registrar 
Kathy Goddard also will observe 
Saturday hours on October 23 and 
October 30. 

RICHMOND—Students from the Chesa-
peake Bay Governor’s School for Marine and 
Environmental Science recently participated in 
the “Battle of the Brains,” a televised aca-
demic quiz show for high schools in central 
and southeast Virginia.

On September 11, the area students traveled 
to Richmond to compete with 50 other 
schools.

The team placed 19th and was invited back 
for a TV round.

On September 28, the local Governor’s 
School competed against Henrico High and the 
segment will air Saturday, October 23, at 9:30 
a.m. on Channel 6/WTVR.

The winner will advance to the next round.
Team members include Andy Brown II, 

Nathaniel Delano, Abby Hughes, Brandon 
Lake, Sarah Lundin, Katie Shrader, Tony Vitali 
and Marjorie Woodberry.

“Battle of the Brains” is sponsored by Chan-
nel 6 and the Virginia Lottery.

by Robb Hoff
KILMARNOCK—The town council has autho-

rized public hearings for a proposed moratorium 
on new commercial construction projects of over 
40,000 square feet in Kilmarnock.

The town planning commission unanimously 
recommended the commission and council hold 
public hearings in November on such a morato-
rium, said commission chairman Donnie Walker.

A date for the hearings has not been estab-
lished. 

Walker said the commission is seeking a mora-
torium while the town overhauls its code of ordi-
nances and updates its fi ve-year comprehensive 
plan. He said the moratorium should last until June 
30 unless council completes either the town code 
revision or comprehensive plan update before that 
date.

During an October 12 commission meeting, 
councilman Fletcher Brown recommended that 
the moratorium be considered even though no spe-
cifi c developments over 40,000 square feet are 
currently proposed in the town.

“I would rather have people asking why we’re 
doing it than why we didn’t do it,” Brown told the 
commission.

Planner Jonathan Sanders noted the freeze 
would not affect a proposed CVS store at the inter-
section of James Jones Memorial Highway and 
North Main Street, which will contain less than 

by Robb Hoff
KILMARNOCK—How will 

Kilmarnock face the future?
To provide some answers, an 

intensive review of Kilmarnock’s 
ordinances in anticipation of 
updating the town code in the 
spring of 2005 and revising the 
comprehensive plan in the fall of 
2005 is about to begin.

The town planning commis-
sion will meet next Wednesday 
to consider and propose an advi-

sory committee to oversee the 
review. The October 27 work 
session begins at 6 p.m. in the 
town offi ce at 514 North Main 
Street.

During the commission’s 
October 12 meeting, Kilmar-
nock mayor Mike Robertson sug-
gested the advisory committee 
should include members of coun-
cil, the commission, the board 
of zoning appeals, community 
business representatives and cit-

izens of the town and Lancaster 
County, “so we have a group 
in place to protect any future 
growth.”

Commission vice-chairman 
Les Spivey encouraged public 
input during the process. He also 
urged regional input and coop-
eration from both Lancaster and 
Northumberland counties and the 
towns of White Stone and Irving-
ton.

“I’d like to see a bigger group 

of people provide input into what 
they think Kilmarnock should 
be,” said Spivey.

During the October 12 meet-
ing, several persons commented 
on growth and town ordinance 
issues.

Town business owner Jackie 
Brown voiced concerns about 
the town and area being in “the 
crosshairs of commercial devel-
opers from Northern Virginia.”

“I’m very concerned that there 

doesn’t seem to be any kind of 
control in place as far as devel-
opment, particularly commercial 
development,” said Brown.

Stuart Pocklington of White 
Stone, who is employed in 
Kilmarnock, also said the town 
appeals to developers.

“But what we need to keep 
is the integrity of our town 
and we need to keep that integ-
rity because people are coming 
here for what we are,” said 

Pocklington.
Nancy Brown of the town

events committee said the cus-
tomer service component of
small, local businesses and their
community support of local
events should be considered in
contrast to commercial develop-
ment by large corporate retail-
ers.

“If we have big box stores
come in, all of that will end,” she
said.

by Robb Hoff
IRVINGTON—By a 5-1 vote, 

the town council last week agreed 
to keep Irvington’s Halloween 
activities on Halloween, October 
31.

The town and the Irvington 
Village Improvement Association 
will hold their annual Halloween 
costume contest at the Irvington 
Commons starting at 5:30 p.m. 
on October 31. Trick-or-treating 
will be permitted in town follow-
ing the costume contest.

The town councils of Kilmar-
nock and White Stone previously 
voted to permit trick-or-treating 
on October 30 rather than Hallow-
een. Councilman William Evans 
cited the choice of the other towns 
in his vote against the October 31 
designation.
Bike path

Town administrator Jack Fitz-
patrick reported that the long-
awaited bike path from Irvington 
to Kilmarnock will be even more 
long-awaited after re-advertising 
for contractors to bid on the proj-
ect. One bid was received with a 
cost estimate of $400,000.

Fitzpatrick said the bidder, con-

PUD ordinance
work continues;
proposal would 
eliminate public 
hearing process

Northumberland may change course on fi nancing roads

The Lancaster Middle School grounds on School Street in Kilmarnock were transformed 
into an open-air market last Saturday for the 15th annual Scottish Day Festival sponsored 
by the Kilmarnock Chamber of Commerce. Festival organizer Carroll Lee Ashburn indi-
cated the festival attracted the largest crowd ever. The festival featured arts, crafts, food, 
entertainment and border collie demonstrations. More photos appear on page A16. (Photos 
by Robb Hoff)

The eight-acre Kilmar-
nock Town Centre on 
North Main Street last 
Saturday featured its 
fi rst event since the 
town bought the prop-
erty earlier this year. A 
car and boat show was 
held there in conjunc-
tion with the Scottish 
Day Festival.

Scottish Day Festival imparts heritage

Kilmarnock 
to consider
commercial 
moratorium

Local students compete on TV quiz show

Kilmarnock ordinance, code and comp plan review to begin

Presidential
election is
under way

Glowing with Halloween spirit
Bill Cronheim of Entertainment Systems Corp. in Kilmarnock 
holds glow-in-the-dark bracelets that ECS will give away to 
kids for Halloween. ECS will have 1,000 of the bracelets avail-
able Friday, October 29, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday, 
October 30, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at their Kil marnock Tech-
nology Park headquarters at 160 Technology Park Drive. (Photo 
by Robb Hoff)

Town to keep Halloween tradition
tractor Billy Franklin, increased 
an initial cost estimate of 
$169,000 four years ago due to 
increased costs for materials and 
labor. Additionally, he said sub-
contractors would not be avail-
able for the project until 2005.

Fitzpatrick said the project will 
be reviewed for the possibility of 
undertaking the construction in 
phases due to limited funds for 
the work.
Irvington Marina

Council authorized Fitzpatrick 
and town attorney Matson C. 
Terry II to consult with Virginia 
Marine Resources Commission 
offi cials regarding a request from 
Irvington Marina to construct a 
310-foot by six-foot pier with a 
50-foot by 10-foot L-shape head, 
15 wet slips, and a 25-foot by 
75-foot travel lift at 201 Carters 
Creek Road.

Fitzpatrick said the Lancaster 
County Wetlands Board indef-
initely tabled the request after 
a scheduled public hearing on 
October 14 because no represen-
tation on behalf of the applicant 

was present. He said the request
will also have to be considered
by VMRC and the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers.

Terry told council that if the
request exceeds the replacement
of storm damaged portions of the
marina, the owners would have
to identify the expansion of the
existing marina use and seek a
conditional use permit for the
industrially zoned property. That
would give council an opportu-
nity to request that the marina
grounds be cleaned up, he said.
Light House Towing

Fitzpatrick informed council
that Light House Towing is inter-
ested in installing a building
exhaust system and increasing its
welding work at 4525 Irvington
Road.

Terry informed council that the
business owners should seek an
amendment to their conditional
use permit.
Police department

At the request of Evans, council

by Reid Pierce-Armstrong
HEATHSVILLE—Northumberland 

County may stop paying for the installa-
tion of culverts under residential drive-
way entrances along state roads. 

The Virginia Department of Trans-
portation (VDOT) currently installs the 
culverts if the homeowner purchases 
the pipe. Funding these installations at 
$800 to $1,000 a pop has cost Northum-
berland an average of $80,000 per year 
for the last three years.

The issue was discussed last Thurs-
day after VDOT revealed its revised six-
year secondary road construction plan 

to the Northumberland board of super-
visors.

The cost to VDOT of installing private 
entrance pipes has increased greatly in 
recent years because of a boom in devel-
opment. A review of the funding is also 
under way in Westmoreland County.

VDOT has allotted some $450,000 
over the next six years to install entrance 
pipes in Northumberland. The money 
comes out of rural additions funding, 
also used to bring private roads into the 
state system, install traffi c and safety 
signs, seed medians and shoulders and 
review subdivision plans. 

The pipe installations would take up 
more than half of Northumberland’s 
$878,000 six-year budget for rural addi-
tions.

“This situation is unique to rural coun-
ties,” Carter White of VDOT said. He 
cited Fairfax County’s example where 
spending on private entrance pipes costs 
that county only about $5,000 per year. 
Most of Fairfax’s roads are curb and 
gutter with roll-top curbs for private 
entrances. 

If VDOT stopped installing entrance 
pipes in Northumberland, it would free 
up $450,000 over the next six years for 

other road construction projects. The 
department would still require permits 
and oversight of pipe installations.
Other projects

Concerning other portions of the six-
year plan, resident engineer Joseph F. 
Staton said budget constraints have 
taken VDOT largely out of the road 
building business.

Greenfi eld Road, Route 769 near Sun-
nybank, was scheduled for complete 
reconstruction several years ago, which 
would have cost an estimated $3 mil-
lion. The county is allocated only $1.9 
million over six years for regular road 

construction, so the project would have
depleted its funding for any secondary
road construction for at least a decade.

Last year, the county decided to cut
its losses, ditch $130,000 spent for
pre-engineering that was already under
way and avoid the cost of numerous
easements and right-of-ways needed to
rebuild the road. 

Instead, VDOT repaved what was
there, leveling and widening the road and
fi lling in deep ditches. The revised scope
of work saved the county some $2.5 mil-
lion. The project ended up costing only

(continued on page A16)

(continued on page A16)

(continued on page A16)(continued on page A16)

6 56525 10491 6

Business ........ B6-7
Calendar ........ A2-3
Churches........ B2-5
Classified ....... C1-6

Directory ... C14-15
Obituaries ......B3-4
Opinion ...........A4-7
Police report ...... B1

Inside

Schools ............ B8-9
Sports ..........A12-15
Upcoming ... A2-3,8+
Wildlife notes .... B15

Patterns in
Reedville: A9

■ Still Waiting:
Northumberland supervisors delay
action on middle school plan... B1
■ Preventing suicide:
Psychologist explains warning
signs, what to say and do ....... B10


