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by Jackie Nunnery

The intersection of Route 
3 and 200 has long 
been a prime location 

for business and trade, even 
before there was a Kilmar-
nock. In the 1700s, William 
Steptoe operated both a 
store and ordinary at what 
was then called “The Cross-
roads,” developing the area’s 

supplies, food and drink, as 
well as a room to stay over-
night. As a sign of its impor-
tance, the community would 
be referred to as Steptoe’s 
Ordinary before being called 
Kilmarnock around 1775.

Despite two centuries and 

historical Steptoe’s District 
of Kilmarnock has remained 
not only a vibrant commer-
cial hub but a vital part of the 
social fabric of the town. The 
names on some of the store-
fronts may have changed 
over the years, but the walk-
able streets and pedestrian-
paced charm are what keep 
residents and tourists alike 
returning.

In keeping with the “ordi-
nary” tradition, the Kilmar-
nock Inn on East Church 
Street is a short walk from 
the shopping and dining 
experiences of the district. 
The charming guest cottages, 
all named after U.S. presi-
dents, overlook an oasis of a 
courtyard. Guests can enjoy 
meals on-site at Filibuster’s, 

a restaurant popular with 
residents, too.

Small-town charm and 
small-business commit-
ment to the community

The network of business 
owners supporting each other 
is another reason why so 
many businesses have hung 
an open sign in the Steptoe’s 
District. For Donna Grimes, 
returning to the Northern 
Neck to open Donna’s on 
Main with her partner, Duane 
Russell, was an opportunity 

to create a welcoming space 
for community. “We love 
food and cooking and want 
to share that with everyone,” 
Grimes said.

“We wanted this to be 
a place to relax,” she said 
about the new restaurant 
which opened on Main Street 
in November 2021. The lunch 
and dinner menu includes 
a variety of “comfort food” 
options like Grimes’s favor-
ite, Loco Moco, hamburger 
topped with gravy over rice 
with a fried egg on top. 

Though Russell found it hard 
to choose just one, he is par-
tial to the French dip and the 
pulled pork. “Our sauce is in 
between Carolina and Kansas 
City style,” Russell said. 
“There’s a little vinegar and a 
little sweet.”

They are also committed 
to supporting other local 
businesses. Russell said they 
like to “use local products 
as much as we can,” using 
meats from Tri-Star Super-
market and locally sourced 
oysters.  

Rediscover the forgotten art of strolling, browsing 
and people watching in Kilmarnock’s historic district

Welcome to Kilmarnock: Steptoe’s District

Personal and Commercial Insurance

30 N. Main Street

(804) 435-1144

Home                        Auto
Flood        Marine

Business

Service, Advice and Price

19 North Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA
Open Wed - Sat, 10 - 4

804- 436- 9309 / ralartcenter.com

RAL Art Center
“Inspiring art in the community

and the community in the arts.”

Open:

Everyone has their favorites and music lover Stephanie Surber 
is no different. Her music store, C&D Music, features a Pearl 
Jam display of memorabilia, including a drumhead signed by 
the band. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

WOWD co-owner Diana Jamison is proud of the store’s focus 
on supporting other small, women-owned businesses. Photo by 
Jackie Nunnery

Steptoe’s                                    District
W E L C O M E

TO

KILMARNOCK
SINCE 1778 / INCORPORATED 1930

Furniture, Home Decor, 

Ladies Apparel  

& Accessories!

804-435-8999

HOURS

27 Irvington Road  

(just off Main Street),  

Kilmarnock, VA

Gifts, Treasures, Home Decor,  
Nautical & Antiques

804- 435-0009
HOURS

Tuesday - Saturday 11 - 4
Sunday 12-4

CO N S I G N M E N T S

804-435-1701

Rappahannock Record

Proud to be  
a part of  

Kilmarnock’s 
Steptoe’s District.

Sharing community news for over 105 years.

“The Crossroads” remains a retail hub for the lower Northern Neck.  Many storefronts in 
town have recently gone through make-overs as property owners took advantage of facade 
improvement grants offered through the Town of Kilmarnock. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.
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Just across the street, 
chef and owner Andy Pham 
offers up a mixture of Thai 

Thai Pot Pho, which re-
opened in July 2021. You’ll 

spring rolls and satay along-
side traditional Vietnamese 
pho—broth served with rice 
noodles and meat. Vegetarian 
options are also available.

These new restaurants 
join established eateries like 
nearby Carried Away Cuisine 
where you can shop, eat-in or 
“carry away” an ever-chang-
ing menu; and Lee’s, serving 
up homestyle cooking for 
more than 80 years. 

You will want to save room 
for dessert when Chitterchats 
Ice Cream Parlor arrives 
later this year. Although new 
to Steptoe’s, it is already a 
familiar name to many in 
the Northern Neck. Owners 
Jeff and Jennifer Bramblet 

in Reedville in 2004, with 

decadence and birthday cake.
Stop by Northern Neck 

Popcorn Bag at its new Main 
Street location for an on-the-
go treat. While you are there, 
grab a tin of salted caramel 
or Buffalo ranch to take 
home. 

and sandwiches or Graeter’s 
handcrafted ice cream.

Finding the “out of the 
ordinary” without going 
out of your way

Steptoe’s packs a lot of 
uniqueness in its roughly 
one-mile stretch. Comer & 
Co. offers design services 
in addition to a storefront 

antiques and accent items. 
For those with more modern 
tastes, Lewis Trimble special-
izes in 20th century decora-
tive arts that cannot be found 
just anywhere.

The Northern Neck has 
its fair share of artisans, 
too. Step inside the RAL Art 
Center gallery and you’ll 

beauty and people of the 
region. You may even run 
into one of the artists as you 

paintings, watercolors and 
ceramics.

33 N. Main Street, Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

$99 
MEMBERSHIP

FEBRUARY 
SPECIAL IS  

BOGO  
HOUR

Voted Eastern Virginia’s
BEST ANTIQUE MALL

10 YEARS STRAIGHT!
With over 22,000 sq. ft., & over 100 

dealers, Kilmarnock Antique Gallery is the 
largest on the NNK of Virginia. Upscale 
and well-lit we have a wide selection of 
Oyster plates, quality antiques, sterling 

silver, collectibles, wicker, painted 
furniture, home decor, nautical items, 

NNK food and apparel, Mudpie, art, gift 
ideas and so much more!! 

“We are a destination!”

KILMARNOCK ANTIQUE GALLERY 

www.Virginia-Antiques.com

NAPA of Kilmarnock is your only locally owned and operated auto 
parts store. We would like to thank the community for your continued 

During that time we had the opportunity to expand, we were handed 
the torch at Harvey’s in Heathsville in November of 2020.

We look forward to continuing to be part of this community for years  
to come.

(804) 435-3121
340 N. Main St., Kilmarnock, VA  22482

Heads Up Hairworks, 
Inc.

80 N. Main Street
Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482

Georgie Fary & Honey Simmons  
Owners

804-435-7507

Open Mon & Thurs 8:30am - 7pm
Tues, Wed & Fri 8:30am - 5pm

Sat 8:30am - 2:30pm

2 for 1 
Breakfast Special 
Buy one breakfast  

get another for free*

“HOME OF THE BLOODY MARY MEAL”

Breakfast Special

www.kilmarnockinn.com
804-435-0034

S T Y L I S H     E Y E S
eyeglasses, Jewelry, Purses & More

Please call 804-435-2620 to schedule an appointment after 5:30pm.

Stylish Eyes will be open 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, 

and Friday from 10am - 5:30pm 

for walk-ins and evenings and 

Saturdays by appointment. 

Partners in life and in business, Donna Grimes and Duane 
Russell, are eager to welcome the community into their 
recently opened restaurant, Donna’s on Main Photo by Jackie 
Nunnery

Papeterie owner Alana Courtney offers distinctive pop-up cards, perfect 
for Valentine’s Day.  Photo by Jackie Nunnery

Towards the southern end 
of Steptoe’s, practice the 

coffee and eating pastries 
at Front Porch Coffeehouse 
& Gathering Place. If you 
catch it later in the day, try 
their lunch menu of paninis 

When Melissa Burke 
opened Grow NNK, she 
wanted to offer “holistic, 
natural items. Anything that 
makes you feel good.” The 
result is a shop that features 
CBD infused tinctures, balms 
and edibles grown on her 
family farm, Hanover Hemp. 
Burke also has started car-
rying healing crystals in 
addition to make-your-own 
terrarium classes which are 
“perfect for a girls’ night 
out,” Burke said.

Walking into The Wild 
Bunch is a treat for the 

and plants on display that 
are both beautiful to look 
at and enjoyable to smell. 
Shop owner Cynthia Naylor 
received her training with 

native England and the 
resulting arrangements are 
“natural, open and airy, 
though we can do anything 
we’re asked for.” While wed-
dings are picking up and 

Steptoe’s DistrictKILMARNOCK
W E L C O M E T O

Steptoe’s District welcomes daybreak and prospects for a 
productive day. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.
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provide a sizable portion 
of her business, her regular 
repeat customers rave about 
her arrangements because 
they last so long. In addition 
to following a “strict hydra-
tion process, we’re dedicated 
to making arrangements with 

even using some items from 
her own garden. Preserved 

are available in addition to 
vases, pots and European 
soaps and lotions. 

Next door at Papeterie, 
the idea of a stationery store 
started when owner Alana 
Courtney wanted to teach 
her daughters the importance 
of writing thank you notes. 
After having personalized 
note cards printed, a practice 
was born as well as a busi-
ness. Courtney offers printing 
services for customized invi-
tations and stationery which 
are on display in her store 
along with a collection of 
uncommon cards and gifts for 
nearly every occasion. 

Although electronic media 
is such a force and habit in 
life, Courtney said that things 
“have come full circle” when 

it comes to cards, stationery 
and the like. Last year was 
her biggest out of the past 
30, despite all the chal-
lenges and changes faced by 
retailers. “People want the 
experience of shopping,” she 
said, and Janet MacMillan 
of Callao agrees. She came 

Wednesday - Saturday 
11am to 8pm

Come see our 
new look! 

Serving the NNK since 1939
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LOCATIONS

Kilmarnock, VA (804) 435-1677

King George, VA (540) 663-0190

AMERICAN STANDARD  
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

AUTO, HOME, FLOOD, 
BOAT, BONDS,  
LIFE & HEALTH, 

AND COMMERCIAL 
LINES OF BUSINESS

77 Irvington Rd.
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Hours 
Monday – Saturday 10 – 2

804.435.2836

Seconds UnlimitedSeconds Unlimited

Non-profit 501(c)3
100% volunteer run org.
We rely on donations
Serving the NNK since 1965

Animal Welfare League of the NNK
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Shopping at the AWL Thrift Store 
supports animals in the 

Northern Neck.
The AWL is a 100% volunteer-run 
non-profit organization that has 
been serving the Northern Neck 

since 1965.

NOBLETT
Appliances

804-435-3031

STORE HOURS: 

The Wild Bunch owner Cynthia Naylor displays some of the distinctive plants and 
accessories available in her shop. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

Ross’s co-owner Jeff Bramblet shows some of the tools 
of the jewelry repair trade. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

Owner Emily Hoar stands amidst her brightly merchandised “mini department 
store,” The Rivah. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

into the store to purchase a 
guest book. “We have all of 
our guests who stay at our 
home sign it and sometimes 
they write a little something.” 
Over the years, they have 

to go back and reminisce 
with. 

Ross’s Fine Jewelry is 
another shop new to Main 
Street but not new to the area. 
Jeff Bramblet had a goal of 
starting a jewelry business 
and as luck would have it, 
the store’s original owner and 
namesake, Ross Christiansen, 
was ready to retire. Since 
purchasing the business in 
2016, they have opened up 
the new location at Waverly 
and Main and expanded their 
jewelry lines. In addition to 
jewelry sales, they also offer 
custom fabrication and repair.

Since 1969, Burkes Fine 
Jewelers has been a presence 
in the Main Street community 
and has become an enduring 
tradition. A second generation 
family business, Fred Jr. and 
his wife, Karen, have built 
on the tradition of the Burkes 
experience, offering distinc-
tive jewelry and a shopping 
experience that cannot be 
duplicated online. 

Venture off Main Street 

Brewhaus, where owner Don 
Lee says “the neighborhood 
comes together.” Lee has 

been brewing beer and play-
ing music for decades and 
the two come together at 
his place, located on West 
Church Street, where you 
can enjoy craft beer and 
music. 

Cross the street and take 
the opportunity to leisurely 
peruse the stacks at The 
Book Nook. Owner Jim 
Lane said that while “slowly 
inching toward normalcy,” 
the business changed during 
COVID, and now offers a 
mix of new and used books. 
A cozy reading nook is 

nestled among books on 
local subject matter and there 
is also a broad selection of 

-
tion among others. Lane, the 
owner for the past 20 years, 
has an almost encyclopedic 
knowledge of books and can 
help select the perfect title. 

the musical variety at C&D 
Music, on Irvington Road. 
Owner Stephanie Surber 
has a near lifelong connec-
tion to the shop and music. 
“I shopped here when I was 
12,” she said. She also spent 

Steptoe’s DistrictKILMARNOCK
W E L C O M E T O

Select Cards & Gift Items
Home Health & Durable Medical Equipment

Hours
Monday - Friday  9 am - 6 pm

Saturday  9 am - 1 pm

804-435-8818   804-435-8898



A8   RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD

another 25 years working 
there when it was called 
Doc’s and has owned it 
for the past 11. In addition 
to vinyl albums and CDs, 
Surber carries rock ’n’ roll 
nostalgia items like lava 
lamps, black light posters 
and artwork devoted to popu-
lar artists of the of the 60s 
through the 90s. 

Neighbors NN Burger have 
quickly become an attraction. 
Co-founders Jay Wolfson 
and Steven Sponder wanted 
to open a casual craft burger 
and beer experience with 
a family friendly feel that 
would be welcoming to all. 
In addition to burgers, try a 
Freakshake, a decadent, sugar 
rush of a shake topped with 
donuts, cookies, chocolate 
cake or cotton candy. Wolf-
son and Sponder have shared 
their appreciation to the com-
munity with the 365 Days of 
Giving program. In addition 
to hosting fundraisers at their 
restaurants, each month they 
choose a non-profit to donate 
a portion of their proceeds 
toward.

Nearby Barkley’s Bou-
tique caters to dogs and 
the humans that love them. 
Dog lover and owner Caro-
line Sullivan has created a 
space with fun, quirky dog 
items like dog-friendly beer, 
“chardognay,” and clothing, 
to more practical items like 
orthopedic dog beds, books, 
and, of course, treats.

And speaking of man’s 
best friend, you can hunt for 
treasures and support shelter 
animals when you shop the 

Animal Welfare League’s 
Thrift Store just a short walk 
away.

Making a house a home
Why buy from a chain 

store when nearly everything 
for the home—appliances, 
furniture, finishes and deco-
rative items—can be found in 
Steptoe’s, and with a personal 
touch that you won’t find 
anywhere else?

Since the 1920s W.F. Booth 
& Son Furniture has been 
making lives more comfort-
able for Northern Neck 
families. Down the street, 

Joe Hudnall and the team at 
Noblett Appliances have been 
helping homeowners outfit 
their kitchens and laundry 
rooms since the 1930s. Join-
ing these mainstays of Main 
Street are Bay and River 
Home Decor, Ultimate Inte-
riors and Rivah Antiques and 
Accessories.

Kilmarnock Antique Gal-
lery is off Main Street but 
well worth a visit to School 
Street, just a block away. 
Spend a few hours hunting 
through the numerous ven-
dors offering furniture, art 
and decorative items to add 
that special touch to your 
home.

A little something 
for yourself

Treat yourself next time 
you visit Kilmarnock by 
stopping in WOWD (When 
Ordinary Won’t Do). Owners 
Diana Jamison and Vicki 
Kinsel have curated a shop 
that is “kind of boho but 

OUR MODEL HOME IS OPEN!

Your local Design/Build Firm  
specializing in Modular Homes

201 N. Main Street . Kilmarnock, Virginia  22482
804-435-7706 . ches-homes.com

Mill Creek 
Mischief

Furniture, Art and Accessories

We are located in Rivah Antiques & Accessories

HOURS:

Artist Doug Mock, executive director of the RAL Art Center, talks about 
some of his watercolors available for purchase. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

(804) 577-4261(804) 577-4226611

“Treasures for dogs and 
those who love them.” 

Collars, leashes, toys,  
dog treats, dog coats and 
sweaters, artwork, books  

and so much more!

 WINTER HOURS:   

Tuesday-Saturday  11-4

804-435-8779 
If you live or visit near Kilmarnock,  

stop by my store!  Barkley’s Boutique,  
44 Irvington Rd., Kilmarnock VA  

(near the NN Burger).   

Or, visit us on Facebook!

  
 

We are proud to be members of Steptoe’s District

Steptoe’s DistrictKILMARNOCK
W E L C O M E T O

16-A Town Centre Drive ◆ P.O. Box 1868
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

www.lancasterva.com 

804-435-6092

We Support You!

Town Centre Park at 150 North Main Street offers recreational opportunities and 
periodic entertainment. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

This stretch of North Main Street offers  a prime example of new  
and long-established businesses coexisting. Photo by Robert Mason 
Jr.
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Original art, 
sculpture, pottery, 
jewelry, cards, etc.

TUESDAY - FRIDAY  
9AM TO 5PM

SATURDAY
9AM TO 2PM

Rappahannock Hang-Ups

Results Oriented Massage,
L.L.C.

Resultsorientedmassage.com

25 Augusta, Kilmarnock, Va. 

4856 Geo. Wash. Mem. Hwy, 
White Marsh, Va.

Troy Wyne, C.M.T.

Orthomassage
Deep Tissue Massage

804 815-5836

we’re always trying to go 
green and support women’s 
cottage industries whenever 
we can,” Jamison said. You 
will find comfortable, size 
inclusive clothing made of 
sustainable fabrics and a 
jewelry line devoted to fund-
raising for the Northern Neck 
Partners for Pets.

At Pearl, it’s about “find-
ing that special thing,” said 
former owner Sally Dashiell, 
who still helps out current 
owner Tammy Brock from 
time to time. Dashiell said 
it’s the comfortable clothing 
with local artisan pieces that 
sets them apart. 

The Rivah is like “a mini 
department store,” accord-
ing to owner Emily Hoar. 
Inside you will find apparel 
for women and men from 
brands like Lily Pulitzer and 
Fish Hippie. But true to her 
description, there are also 
clothing lines and gifts for 
babies, jewelry, even food 
items like Stonewall Kitchen 
Jams and the ever-popular 
Northern Neck Bloody Mary 
Mix.

Other ways to 
experience Kilmarnock

The Steptoe’s District 
offers other options if you 
ever tire of shopping. Rivah 
Golf offers the ability to play 
hundreds of courses around 
the world using virtual golf 
technology. Owners George 
and Victoria “Nicky” Tuthill 
opened their doors to golf-
ers in mid-November 2021. 
Head north on Main Street 
and you will find the Kilmar-
nock Museum, located in 
one of the oldest homes in 
the area and dedicated to 
preserving and telling the 

804-577-4200
804-210-1511

804-250-2299
northernneckpopcornbag.com

50+ FlavorsFREE Samples

Open  
7 Days 11-6FREE 

POPCORN
Present this coupon for

1 FREE Snack Size flavor of your choice.
With coupon only. 1 free bag per coupon per person.

Offer Expires 2/28/2022

COMER & CO.
Antiques and Interiors

Complete Interior Design Service
· Custom window treatments
· Grass and woven shades
· Seagrass and sisal carpets

21 North Main Street · Kilmarnock, Va 22482
804.435.2100 · comerandco.com

Gayle’s Place

24 N. Main St, Kilmarnock, Va
@

The

Custom Decorating, Accessories and Gifts

18 S. Main St.  Kilmarnock, VA  435-1783  

Who Loves 
Lobster Rolls?

62 IRVINGTON RD
KILMARNOCK, VA
(804) 577-4400
OPEN 11AM-10PM

NNBURGER.COM

Melissa Burke makes some adjustments to the plant displays in her 
shop, Grow NNK. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

The Book Nook owner Jim Lane encourages leisurely browsing 
through book shelves to find just the right one. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

story of the town. Just past 
the museum is one of the 
newest features of the town 
and district, Town Centre 
Park. In addition to an out-
door amphitheater, home to 
the Music on the Half Shell 
Stage concert series, a splash 
pad and dog park provide 
recreation and entertainment 
for the whole family. Grab 
lunch at the nearby Dixie 
Deli and enjoy it at the park’s 
picnic pavilion. The neigh-
boring Lancaster Community 
Library is also an option for 
a rainy day activity. 

This tour is by no means 
complete. There are so many 
more businesses and ser-
vices, with welcoming busi-
ness owners, that make this 
historic district such a gem: a 
place to call home filled with 
people to call friends and 
neighbors.

Steptoe’s DistrictKILMARNOCK
W E L C O M E T O

South Main Street offers an eclectic mix of shops and services. Photo by Robert Mason Jr.

Monday - Saturday 10:00 am to 5:00 pm
804-435-1388

Kilmarnock, VA

SALE!

Fashion As Unique As You

Cathy’sCathy sCatthyy sUnique Pursuits

25% OFF  
ALL 

Winter Fashions


