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Remember those dusty roads?

For our annual Vintage Years supplement, the Record is
seeking old photos and memories of area roads and
streets before they were paved. Do you have photos

showing the family’s first car trying to negotiate a dusty or
muddy road to town, or a horse and buggy on the way to
grandmother’s house? If so, we’d like to borrow them for this
publication. The photos are needed by February 6.

Photos may be brought to the Record office on Main Street
in Kilmarnock, or mailed to the Record, PO Box 400,
Kilmarnock, VA 22482. They can also be scanned and
emailed to editor@rrecord.com. Please be sure each item is
identified with your name, address and phone number. All
originals will be returned.

by Robb Hoff
LANCASTER—It’s an elec-

tion year in the county’s incor-
porated towns, and the fi ling
deadline for those wishing to get
on the ballots is March 2 by 7
p.m. 

Voters in the towns will make
their decisions on May 4. 

In all, ten council members will
be elected in Irvington, Kilmar-
nock and White Stone. Irvington
also will elect a mayor.

Lancaster voter registrar Peggy
Harding said no one had fi led
for any of the positions as of
last week. The terms for all the
affected seats are four years.

In Irvington, three of six coun-
cil positions are set for election.
The seats are currently held by
Kathleen Pollard, Robert Pittman
and Garry Luckham. The offi ce
of mayor, currently held by Alex-
ander McDonald Fleet, is also on
the ballot.

In Kilmarnock, three of six
seats are up for election. Coun-
cilmen Emerson Russell, Robert
Wille and Mike Christo pher cur-
rently hold the seats.

In White Stone, four of the
seven council seats will be fi lled.
Those currently serving in the
posts are Stewart Revere, Bonnie
Abbott, David Jones and Jack
Johnson.

Prospective candidates must
submit a declaration of candi dacy
and certifi cate of candidate qual-
ifi cation to the registrar’s of fi ce
prior to the March 2 dead line.

The forms are available from
the voter registrar’s offi ce in
Lancaster (462-5277) or they
may be obtained through the
State Board of Elections web site,
www.sbe.state.va.us. 

Candidates must have been a
Virginia resident for one year

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
Following the Iowa shuffl e, the 

February 10 Democratic primary 
in Virginia promises to make the 
Commonwealth a pivotal player 
in determining which candidate 
will receive the party’s nomi-
nation to run for President in 

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
WARSAW—The Fast Ferry 

Coalition is hosting an informa-
tional meeting for the local busi-
ness community at the Northern 
Neck Regional Voca tional Center 
at 5:30 p.m. next Thursday, Feb-
ruary 5. 

The coalition will present a 
program on the status of studies 
regarding a proposed mid-Bay 
ferry link ing Crisfi eld and Reed-
ville. 

“The ferry initiative in Mary-
land has always been driven by 
the businesses in the area, while 
the Northern Neck initiative has 
been mainly driven by govern-
ment entities,” said Patty Long 
of the Northern Neck Tourism 
Council.

Next week’s session will give 
local businesses an opportunity 
to also get involved. 

The ferry project is expected 
to take another step forward on 
Tuesday, February 3, when offi -
cials from Northumberland and 
Somerset counties meet to re view 
three proposals for a feasi bility 
study.

The meeting will take place 
at the University of Maryland in 
Balitmore. 

Although Northumberland has 
not received any grant funding 
for the study, Somerset County 
has, and intends to move for ward 
with the fi rst portion of the study 
using its funding. 

Northumberland offi cials will 
encourage the selected company 
to use portions of a previous 
study for a ferry between Reed-
ville and Accomack County to cut 
down on redundancy and cost.

In an unexpected twist, pro-
spective ferry operator Charles 
Von Bergan went before the 
Westmoreland County board of 
supervisors recently to make a 
presentation on a ferry across 
the Potomac to St. Mary’s 
County. Von Bergan has previ-
ously discussed a similar route 

Ferry group schedules
informational meeting

 Ferry-go-round: A 
businessman inter-
ested in operat ing the 
proposed mid-Bay ferry 
re cently approached 
Westmoreland County 
about a route across 
the Potomac River to 
St. Mary’s County, Md. 
Westmoreland later 
con tacted VDOT about 
putting up signs to 
direct ferry traffi c.

departing from upper Northum-
berland, county administrator
Kenneth D. Eades said, and offi -
cials were surprised by the change
in venue. 

“Von Bergan should have
talked to me about it,” Eades
said. 

The Westmoreland board took
no action following Von Ber-
gan’s presentation and it has not
requested a franchise agree ment,
which would likely be necessary
to proceed.

Eades said Von Bergan is frus-
trated with the way Maryland’s
Fast Ferry Coalition has handled
the Mid-Chesapeake Bay Ferry
Study thus far.He said Von Bergan
is concerned that the group may
form a port author ity, which
Eades agrees would be a good
idea. 

“We need some guarantee that
he wouldn’t just take his opera-
tion and go home,” Eades said. 

Virginia Department of Trans-
portation resident engineer
Joseph Staton was equally sur-
prised last month by a West-
moreland County request for
signs that would direct cars to a
ferry landing, when no ferry has
been approved.

Lancaster County, Virginia, Where the River Meets the 
Bay is dedicated to B. Brainard Edmonds Jr. of Kilmarnock 
(above). Edmonds, author Carolyn Jett, Lancaster County 
History Book Committee member Roger Mudd and other 
committee members will gather for a book signing on Feb-
ruary 8 at Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury. The 
session begins at 3 p.m. Books will be available for pur-
chase. For reservations, call the Mary Ball Washington 
Museum and Library at 462-7280.

by Reid Pierce Armstrong
I picked up a copy of Lan caster County, Vir-

ginia, Where the River Meets the Bay, intending 
only to fl ip through and skim its pages. Styled 
as a coffee table book, the text is accompanied 
by enough art, graphics, pull-out boxes and pho-
tographs to enter tain the casual browser.

Propelled by my fascination with earth science, 
I breezed through the prologue and the beginning 
of Chapter One, de scribing the creation of the 
Chesapeake Bay through the ebb and fl ow of 
eons. 

It was my interest in Native American history 
that carried me into the middle of Chapter 2.

But, perhaps because I am a colonial history 
buff, it wasn’t until the end of Chapter 4 that I 
put the book down for the fi rst time, having read 
every word, blurb and graphic along the way. 
With my eyes strained from reading in bed and 
my arms weary from holding the coffee table 
book in my lap for so long, I fell asleep.

By lunch the next day, I was craving more 
quiet time to read. I began pulling the book out 
be tween phone calls or while wait ing for dinner 
to cook. 

“Is it that good?” one of my coworkers asked, 
catching me nose deep at my desk. 

“Yes,” I said, not looking up.
The sixth chapter, dedicated to the Civil War, is 

fi lled with sto ries not often told in documen taries 
and movies — battles fought along the water-
ways and creeks of the lower Northern Neck, 
moving lighthouses to confuse enemy ships, the 
leg endary bombardment of Pop Castle.

By the seventh chapter the names and places 
become more familiar. The chapter becomes 

New book offers entertaining
presentation of county history

Review
a scrapbook of fi shing ships that made port 
here. A three-page spread of color artwork—the 
book’s only—by Casey Holtzinger highlights 
the early menhaden industry.

A brief eighth chapter covers changes brought 
about by the bridges of the 20th century, 
in cluding the infl ux of retirees and the departure 
of the young, working population.

The early portion of the book is by far the 
more interesting. The area’s history has been 
pieced together through an ex cruciating exami-
nation of deeds and other court documents. Yet, 
the author manages to string to gether a very 
readable story that at times has a ghostly quality 
as names disappear from the records and where-
abouts are un known. 

Credit is due for portions of the book dedi-
cated to remarkable women and blacks, particu-
larly those who lived in the early years when 
documentation of their accomplishments were 
scarce.

The history of Lancaster County has been 
some 350 years in the making, thus it is of little 
surprise that the coun ty’s fi rst history book took 
al most half-a-century to pub lish.The concept of 
a local his tory book was fi rst pioneered by a 
group of history buffs more than fi ve decades 
ago. One of the few surviving members of that 
original group is B. Brainard Edmonds Jr., who 
has helped nurture the committee’s dream to 
a reality. His outline and supporting research 
notes were used in the early chapters of the 

The area’s fi rst major winter 
storm arrived Sunday night, drop-
ping from four to eight inches of 
snow on the Northern Neck and 
closing area schools and some 
businesses.

The snow and a freezing rain 
that followed on Monday made 
area roads hazardous for driving 
and kept Virginia Department of 
Transportation crews busy clear-
ing, and re-clearing, bridges and 
primary routes.

Schools were closed Monday 
and Tuesday and offi cials were 
waiting to decide whether buses 
could safely navigate Wednes-
day on partially cleared second-
ary routes. Some melting occured 
Tuesday but the wet, slushy 
re mains were expected to freeze 
again Tuesday night.

While some businesses 
re mained closed Monday and 
oth ers opened a few hours late, 
children out of school took to the 
sledding hills for the fi rst time 
this winter.

Despite the slippery driving 
conditions, only a few minor 
accidents were reported in the 
local area. 

VDOT resident engineer 
Joseph Staton gave a prelimi nary 
cost estimate of $400,000 Tues-
day at noon for tackling the snow 
and ice in the Northern Neck 
since the weather event began.

Staton said VDOT plowed state 
primary roads to bare pavement 
as quickly as possi ble. Despite 
the plowing, freez ing tempera-
tures continued to make mainte-
nance of road condi tions a chore 
because of black ice where wet 
pavement freezes.

“At that stage of the game it’s 
nothing to push because it’s ice,” 
Staton said.

Primary roads were prioritized 
for treatment with salt and sand 
abrasives. However, the initial 

Winter storm
hits the Neck

Caroline Merryman of White Stone catches a piggyback ride 
on Kelli Tignor of Irvington as they tubed down Crockett’s hill 
in Irvington. The hill is a favorite sledding spot for adults and 
children. More snow photos are on page A12. (Photo by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi)

An untracked roadway near Edwardsville beckons travelers Monday morning after the snow-
storm. (Photo by Reid Pierce Armstrong)

traction provided by abrasives 
was reduced as rain and freezing 
temperatures Monday night 
coated the roads again with the 
abrasives underneath, said Sta-
ton. 

“You’re almost at square one, 
and you’ve got to start again,” he 
said.

Besides VDOT crews, hired 
equipment operators also pro vide 
spreaders that apply the salt and 
abrasives. VDOT also con tracts 
with hired equipment op erators 
to plow secondary roads, where 
chemicals are seldom used. For 
this storm, Staton said the hired 
plows were ini tially used before 
road condi tions turned to com-
pacted snow and ice and reduced 
their effec tiveness.

Statewide, $80 million is bud-

Town council
hopefuls have
a month to fi le

Democratic primary in Virginia may decide the ticket
November. 

Although the New Hamphire 
primary was held Tuesday and a 
hodgepodge of other states are 
holding theirs on February 3, no 
candidate is likely to be locked 
in as the front-runner before the 
Virginia primary.

On the ballot will be retired 
Army Gen. Wesley Clark of 
Arkansas, Vermont Gov. Howard 
Dean, Sen. John Ed wards of 
North Carolina, Sen. John Kerry 
of Massachusetts, Rep. Dennis 
Kucinich of Ohio, Sen. Joseph 
I. Lieberman of Connecticut, the 
Rev. Al Sharp ton of New York 
and Rep. Richard A. Gephardt of 
Mis souri who has formally with-
drawn from the race. 

All registered voters in Vir ginia 
are eligible to vote in the primary, 
regardless of political ties. Local 
polling places will be open from 
6 a.m. to 7 p.m. Absentee voting 
in person is available until Febru-
ary 7. Ab sentee applications for 
ballots to be returned by mail 
must be postmarked no later than 
Febru ary 5. 

A former NATO Commander, 
military analyst and investment 
banker, Clark has a long and 
varied resume but no formal 

po litical experience. Running on 
the tails of an Army career, Clark 
says he is a proven leader.

He would expand access to 
Head Start and make preschool 
universal for all the nation’s 
4-year-olds. He would not allow 
drilling in the Artic National 
Wildlife Refuge. Internationally, 
he would focus on restoring 
tran-Atlantic alliances, which he 
claims are being destroyed by 
Republican President George W. 
Bush. He would create a system 
through which Americans with out 
job-based insurance could enroll 
for federal employee in surance 
premiums.

A former physician, Gov. Dean 
is fi scally conservative and 
socially liberal. He signed the 
fi rst state law on same-sex civil 
unions giving gay couples rights 
to inherit property from each 
other, obtain child custody and 
control a partner’s affairs upon 

death.
His tax plan would repeal Pres-

ident Bush’s tax cuts and would 
offer tax relief to the middle class. 
He would rework federal annual 
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