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Hanley Electrical proudly  

supports all of our local first 

responders. Chris Hanley as a life 

member of WSVFD and employees 

Mike Kane and Ray Lewis of  

KVFD take a great deal of pride  

in serving the community.

I
f you’ve lived in the Northern Neck or Middle Pen-
insula for any length of time, you are aware of the 
important roles all of our volunteer organizations 
play. 

Among the most vital of those are our volunteer first 
responders—our firefighters and emergency medical 
personnel. All of our fire departments in Middlesex, 
Lancaster and Northumberland counties are volunteer 
staffed and, although the three counties have coverage 
by paid emergency medical service providers during 
certain hours of the day, many of the calls are still 
answered by volunteer rescue squads.

The roles of these volunteers were brought to 
the forefront in 2022 when both Kilmarnock and 
Tappahannock suffered major fires in the towns’ busi-
ness districts. Had it not been for the prompt and cou-
rageous acts of these volunteers more lives and more 
structures would have been lost. 

These are not men and women who have chosen fire 
fighting or emergency medical services as a career. 
They are paid only by our gratitude and the knowledge 
they are helping their communities. Most employ-
ers graciously allow these volunteers to leave work to 
answer the calls. They often leave spouses and children 
during family events and holidays. And are called upon 
to respond in the middle of the night or during danger-
ous weather conditions. 

In this, the first edition of Front Line, we want to honor 
those men and women who have given and continue to 
give so much of their time to save the property and lives 
of others. 

We hope to make this an annual edition in the 
Rappahannock Record and Southside Sentinel. 
Although space didn’t allow for a history or story on 
every volunteer fire department and rescue squad in 
the three counties, we hope to include them all in future 
editions.

We, of course, are grateful for those paid first 
responders—police, doctors, nurses and utility crews—
who also play a vital role in our safety. But in this 
supplement we want to tell the stories of those who 
give freely without monetary reward. We want to thank 
and honor them for their service and continue to pray 
for their safety. 

Welcome to 

Lisa & Susan
lisa@rapprecord.com

susan@rapprecord.com
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Thank You  
to All that  

answer the Call
The Town of White Stone 

Appreciates our
First Responders!

MYBRB.BANK

Blue Ridge Bank is proud to have Answered the Call through our support 
of the campaign to renovate and expand Bon Secours Rappahannock 
General Hospital.  We’re honored to sponsor the EMS Community Room in 
the new Emergency Department.  

THANK YOU FIRST RESPONDERS

FOR BRINGING PEOPLE TO SAFETY

Thank You for Volunteering. We are grateful for the time you give.



6  FRONT LINE January 26, 2023

A calling for community
It’s a chilly Monday night at the Fairfields Volunteer Fire 

Department (FVFD) in Reedville, but instead of relaxing 
in the warmth of their homes, nearly half of the depart-
ment’s roster of 40 volunteers are in attendance for a 
weekly training session. It’s just part of the time commit-
ment and life of a volunteer firefighter. 

Sometimes training is hands-on, working with equip-
ment to retain familiarity or practicing firefighting at the 
burn building located in Browns Store. Other times it is 
classroom training, as it is tonight where Chief Phillip 
Keyser sits at the front of the room readying for tonight’s 
topic: motor vehicle accidents or MVAs. 

“MVAs are our number one call” according to Keyser, 
who has been with the the department for 40 years, nearly 
half of that as chief. While he jokes that the training is 
“death by powerpoint,” the lesson that follows is inter-
active, with Keyser often checking in with members to 
see their confidence level with certain skills and elicit-
ing responses from the more experienced members with 
advice about not only helping others, but staying safe in 

ANSWERING THE CALL

by Jackie Nunnery

at Fairfields 
Volunteer Fire 
Department

Members of surrounding counties, all volunteers, pitch in to 
help when the call comes in. More than 100 firefighters were 
needed when Tiffany Yachts in Glebe Point caught fire on 
February 2, 2010. Photo by Starke Jett
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the process.
“This is about making it better, asking questions. 

That’s what Monday nights are all about,” Keyser told 
the group. “You could be sitting home and taking it easy 
tonight, but you’re here to take care of the community.” 
There were nods of agreement in the room. 

Mondays are also about camaraderie as good natured 
ribbing is sprinkled throughout the hour-long session 
and many members hang out to talk afterwards. 

When you ask those in the room about why they vol-
unteer, the most frequent response is about giving back 
to a community, but for Darrin Clegg, who has also been 
a full-time firefighter for Yorktown, “it’s about joining an 
organization, being a part of a community.” 

Life member Dale Clarke agreed that “being around 
the guys” is part of it, there’s also the rush when you get 
on scene. Both come into play as Clarke regales with the 
story of how adrenaline perhaps got the best of him and 
his name ended up on part of firetruck door mounted 
prominently on the wall of the Glebe Point Firehouse.

Sure, there are many ways to give back to the com-
munity, but no other will give you the “adrenaline rush” 
or the “gratification” after you’ve put out a fire or pulled 
an injured person from a vehicle, long-time volunteer 
Bob White said. 

It should come as no surprise then that many of the 
volunteers also have military or law enforcement train-
ing.

A calling to help
FVFD was born in 1947 when members of the Ameri-

can Legion Post 117, concerned citizens and local busi-
nesses, all banded together to improve the safety of their 
community. Through fundraising, they purchased a war 
surplus 1942 Ford firetruck at auction for $1,300, keep-
ing it in the Parsons and Atwills garage in Reedville 
since there was no firehouse yet. Robert C. Haynie was 
elected as the first fire chief. 

FVFD has grown in strength and resources thanks to 
the “continuing generosity and support” of the com-
munity, Keyser said. Distinctive yellow utility vehicles, 
tankers, engines, brush trucks and a ladder truck, not 
to mention the specialized diving and drone teams are 
housed in two fire houses, Reedville and Glebe Point.

“The urban legend, which may or may not be true, is 
that the department needed a truck, but what they found 
was painted yellow,” said Keyser. The legend goes on to 
say that other equipment was painted yellow to match, 
but regardless, there are benefits to the color other than 
standing out in a parade. Some studies have shown that 
yellow is more visible to drivers, leading to greater 
safety as the vehicles race to an emergency, Keyser said.

A call for help
The generosity and support that Keyser mentioned 

involves another time commitment for the members 
and their families. Fundraising appeals are mailed out 
annually and tonight Keyser asks members to take boxes 
home to stuff envelopes. There are also three commu-
nity fundraising events—an oyster roast, Brunswick 
stew sale and Pig Pickin’—when “all hands on deck” 
are needed to make them successful. With the constant 

Dale Clarke, Chief Phillip Keyser and Brandon Cockrell are three of the current roster of 40 
volunteers with their distinctive yellow trucks. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

Charter members of the Fairfields Volunteer Fire Department with their first truck. From 
left are (front row) J.E. Bowen, Joseph “Snap” Robertson, R.P. Waller and Frank Jett; (next 
row) B.C. Weaver and John Carey. Other charter members were William Armsworthy, 
William Atwell, O.D. Cockrell, Rev. James Cameron, Raymond Haynie Jr., Robert Haynie, 
Howard Jett, Morris Rogers, William Shackleford, Warren Slaughter and Raymond Waller. 
Photo courtesy of Fairfields Volunteer Fire Department

“The urban legend, which may or may not be true, is that the 
department needed a truck, but what they found was painted 
yellow. The legend goes on to say that other equipment was 

the color other than standing out in a parade. Some studies 
have shown that yellow is more visible to drivers, leading to 
greater safety as the vehicles race to an emergency.”   
             Phillip Keyser
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upkeep of expensive equipment and gear, the needs, and the 
fundraising, can be never ending. 

 So too is the need for a next generation of volunteers. 
Keyser acknowledges that firefighting “is a young man’s 
game. We always need younger members, eager to learn.” 
Some newer members, like Brandon Cockrell, have also 
committed to the optional 160 hours of Firefighter 1 training 
offered through the state’s fire academy. That commitment 
to training has meant that seven volunteers have ended up 
becoming paid firefighters in other communities, according 
to Keyser. 

Like Keyser, many members are second- or third-gener-
ation volunteers. Keyser’s father, Warren, spent more than 
50 years as a member, part of which was also as chief, and 
Keyser’s son, Nathan, is currently captain with the FVFD. A 
family connection, however, is not required, just a commit-
ment to help. 

New recruits are sometimes brought in by current mem-
bers, but Keyser encourages those with a desire or curiosity 
to fill out an application at https://fairfieldsfire.com/contact-
us/.

“We try to engage early” 
with potential recruits, Keyser 
said before voting new mem-
bers in. “I always tell people 
you can do as much or as little 
as you want and there is plenty 
of work that needs to be done 
other than running inside a 
burning building,” he said.

The firefighting equipment of John Sanford 
stands as a memorial and constant reminder of 

the risks front line responders face. Sanford, 
who served as chief and assistant chief during 

the course of his 32 years with FVFD, was 
killed in the line of duty while working as a 

Northumberland County Sheriff’s Office Deputy 
in 2005. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

Every organization needs a historian and storyteller. 
Dale Clarke is a bit of both as he talks about the “driver 
award” behind him. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

The department, circa 1986, sometimes has the opportunity to practice firefighting skills on 
abandoned homes. Photo courtesy Fairfields Volunteer Fire Department.

"Sure, there are many ways to give back 
to the community, but no other will give 

-

an injured person from a vehicle."    
                                        Bob White 
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The TOWN OF IRVINGTON 

businesses and residents  

would like to thank all the  

FIRST RESPONDERS  

who keep us safe and protected!

In thanks and 

appreciation for your

service and 
dedication 
to care for our communities  

as you would care for 

those you love.

riversideonline.com

We are Healthier Together.

Stronger Together.

Our Community is a HUGE part  
of what WE Sell. THANK YOU to  
our 1st Responders, We Sincerely 

Appreciate You ALL!!

www.HorsleyRealEstate.com
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Thank you  
for sacrificing your time  

for our community.

BIG “L” TIRE PROS
            TRUCK AND AUTO SERVICE CENTERS
             MICHELIN, B.F. GOODRICH, UNIROYAL

804-333-4635

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SERVICE.

With more than 40 years of experience serving 
the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula, we 
help build dreams – one home at a time.
Whether you desire a new home or renovations to 
a family farmhouse, when quality counts, 
count on Walden’s Construction.

559 Moores Creek Dr.
Deltaville, VA 23043

804-776-9753

WALDEN’S 
CONSTRUCTION

Providing Quality Service Since 1983

Thank You to our 
first responders 

and their families. 

You are our 
hometown heroes.

The Kilmarnock Volunteer Rescue Squad organized in 1958. Squad members built the 
first ambulance themselves, starting with a 1957 Pontiac wagon, according to Kilmarnock 
Museum president Carroll Lee Ashburn. They housed the ambulance in a building behind 
Tebbs Garage on Main Street. Founding members from left are (front row) Clarence Welch.
Towies Newcomb, Earl Jones, Grover Clingan, Jimmy Walker, Leroy Acors and George 
Urban; (next row) Rudy Gurley, Neale Sanders, L.P. Schools, Henry Pittman, Sonny James, 
Jack Winters, Chester Cooke, George Thomas, Jeff Gillispie and Luther George. Photo 
courtesy of Kilmarnock Museum

Fire truck parade in 
the July 4th Water 
View parade some 
years ago. Photo by 
Larry Chowning
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H
iring practices have changed dramatically over the 
last 50 or so years in terms of diversity and inclusion. 
Women are breaking salary and workplace barriers in 
all fields. But firefighting is still primarily “a man’s 

world.” 
Women’s roles used to be limited to the ‘ladies auxiliary’, 

baking for fundraisers and bringing sandwiches and bottled 
waters to firemen on the scene. 

Although women play a more active role, according to the 
National Fire Protection Association, less than 5% of the 1.2 
million career firefighters across the country are females. That 
number is even less in volunteer departments. 

Unfortunately, when most folks think of a firefighter they 
still envision a man. It’s not sexist, it’s engrained from centu-
ries of it being a male-dominated profession. But what society 
has learned over the last half century or more is that women 
can do anything a man can do—sometimes better! 

The gender gap is real. And now more than ever, because 
of low recruitment and retention rates, it’s more important to 
have volunteers of different genders and ethnic backgrounds 
to serve. Firefighting, as a profession or volunteer service, 
is steeped in family tradition, where for generations, fathers 
recruited their sons. But times they are a changin’. In many 
local departments, daughters have joined their fathers and 
brothers and in one local department, a daughter has followed 
in the volunteer footsteps of her mother. 

Karen Currie Stubbs broke the gender barrier in Lancaster 
County as the first female firefighter. Stubbs became a junior 
member of the Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department in 
1981 and was active for two years before moving out of 
Kilmarnock. Her father, Jimmy Currie, was fire chief at the 
time and she said she “was a part of that fire department 
family.”

As a junior member, Stubbs said she “trained and did every-
thing all the other junior members did. I even went on calls in 
the middle of the night.”

Her application was reviewed and she was voted in but “I 
heard afterwards only two people voted against me and one 
was my dad,” said Stubbs. “The other was an older member of 
the department.”

After Stubbs became a member, her father treated her like 
all the other members. 

“When that alarm went off, he’d holler upstairs, ‘get moving 
we have a fire’.”

Stubbs, who now lives in Florida, said she’s delighted others 
have followed in her footsteps. Today, a handful of women in 
the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula are part of a rare 
sorority of females who have invaded the so-called boys club. 
They are out there risking their lives alongside the male fire-

Fire fightlike a girl

Joanna Worley of the Middlesex 
Volunteer Fire Department battles a 

massive house fire in Urbanna on a cold 
winter night. Photo by Larry Chowning

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi
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fighters, answering the calls morning, noon and late at night.

In Lively 
Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department has the largest 

number of female volunteers among Lancaster, Northumberland 
and Middlesex counties. Six women are now counted among the 
35 members. 

Karen Ray has 20 years of service as the first female volunteer 
in ULVFD. She also serves a valuable role as treasurer, another 
title she’s held for 20 years. 

“When I first got in, they definitely tested me,” she said. 
“When I got involved, they basically told me I couldn’t. And 
there were a lot of the older members that didn’t want me in 
here. But so many of my friends were in the fire department, I 
wanted to be a part of it.”

Now, she considers herself more ‘support staff.’
“We have a lot of members that do other things besides going 

out on calls. There is more than one side to this organization. 
There’s a lot of fundraising work that goes into it. A lot of book-
work.”

Ray passed down her dedication to the department to her 

Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department has six female volunteers, including, from left, Tiffany Ruddock, Amanda 
Cridlin, Alexis Smith, Angie McNeal, Amber Cutting and Karen Ray. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Volunteers from multiple departments across at least six counties came together to battle 
a blaze that destroyed a block of buildings in Tappahannock in 2022. From left, fighting the 
fire were Trevor Sebra of Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department, Dylan Packett of Callao 
Volunteer Fire Department and Alexis Smith of Upper Lancaster Volunteer Fire Department. 
Photo by Paul Nevadomski, courtesy of WRIC/8News

“No matter your physical fitness level, 
there’s something you can do. Don’t 
think you can’t do it [because you’re a 
female]. Just do it, you can do it.”

Amanda Cridlin
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daughter Tiffany Ruddock, who has been a volunteer on and 
off since 2002 but steadily for the last two years. Ruddock 
and Amber Cutting, who also joined two years ago, both have 
fathers, cousins and brothers involved in ULVFD. 

In fact, said Ray, about eight of the current members are 
related. 

Angie McNeal, who’s been with the department for nine 
years, is married to the department president and Captain 1 Dale 
McNeal, keeping it all in the family. She’s been among the top 
five in call responses for all nine years she’s been a volunteer. 

“You don’t know what you’re going to get into when you 
answer a call and we can’t be trained for every situation,” she 
said. 

And although professional firefighters are required to pass 
rigorous physical fitness tests, that’s not necessarily true for 
volunteers. 

“No matter your physical fitness level, there’s something you 
can do,” said Amanda Cridlin, who’s a relative newbie to the 
department. She became a member eight months ago. “Don’t 
think you can’t do it [because you’re a female]. Just do it, you 
can do it.”

McNeal said “I know there’s definitely times, when if there’s 
a guy there, I’ll say, I’m 57 and ya’ll are 25. I’ll step back and 
do something else.”

Alexis Smith is a third generation volunteer fire fighter and 
the first female in her  family to be a member. The 25-year-old 
has been with ULVFD for three years. She lost her brother sev-
eral years ago and is doing this to help others. 

“I wasn’t able to help my brother, but I can try and help every-
one else,” she said. 

Cridlin is also an emergency medical technician with Kilmar-
nock-Lancaster Volunteer Rescue Squad and a young mom. 

“My kids are first before anything,” she said. “But I’m also 
doing something that helps others and that’s how I want to raise 
my kids.”

In White Stone 
Seventeen-year-old Kaela Lee is a junior fire fighter with 

White Stone Volunteer Fire Department and a volunteer with 
KLCVRS. A senior at Lancaster High School, Lee wants to 
make saving lives her profession as a flight medic. 

She’s been volunteering for two years, although she’d come to 
training sessions at 15. She couldn’t officially become a junior 
member until age 16. 

She serves alongside veteran member Maria George, who 
was actually WSVFD’s first female junior member. She’s been 
an active member for 19 years.

“When I was growing up I loved watching movies with emer-
gency [responders] and what they did,” said Lee, who moved to 
Lancaster six years ago. “I love helping people and try to put 
everybody before myself.”

George is a nurse who spent much of her childhood at the 
firehouse with her dad and life member Ernie George. 

Maria George (left) and Kaela Lee are volunteers with White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Callee Smith, 19, is a junior firefighter with Kilmarnock 
Volunteer Fire Department. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi 

“When I first got in, they definitely tested 
me. When I got involved, they basically 
told me I couldn’t. And there were a lot of 
the older members that didn’t want me in 
here. But so many of my friends were in 
the fire department, I wanted to be a part 
of it.”   
           Karen Ray
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“I was dragged up here my entire childhood,” she 
said with a smile. “So I knew all these guys. It’s like 
a big family.”

But even Ernie “wasn’t real crazy about [me join-
ing] in the beginning,” said George. “But he was 
always supportive.” So is her husband, even though 
he’s not a member. 

“I’m my own person,” she said. 
“When I first expressed interest, someone said 

to me, not in the department and now I don’t even 
remember who, but they said this was no place for 
a woman,” said George. “And that just pissed me off 
and I said ‘I’ll show you.’ ”

Working two jobs keeps her from responding to as 
many calls as she’d like. Lee, on the other hand, has 
early release from school, which she says allows her 
to respond more than most junior members. 

Both agree the hardest part of ‘the job’ is the toll 
it can take on you mentally, especially in a tight-knit 
community like White Stone and small county like 
Lancaster. 

You know everybody and sometimes you’re 
responding to accidents or fires involving friends or 
even family members. 

Lee said her mother has been very supportive and 
doesn’t worry as much about her safety as her mental 
health. 

“You never know what that one call is going to 
bring and what you’re going to go through,” said 
George, who responded to an incident two years ago 
that left her shaken. 

“I’m not ashamed to admit, I needed some 
help after that call.

“It’s hard sometimes to go through some of 
the things we do,” she added. 

Lee has also responded to a few calls 
involving friends. 

“As long as I’m helping the community 
and other people, that’s what I want to do,” 
she said. 

“And I’ve never really felt in danger. If my 
partners are with me, I feel safe.”

In Kilmarnock
It’s only fitting that Callee Smith, 19, is a junior 

firefighter with Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. Her father, Johnny, has been a volunteer fire-
fighter for 20 years, her brother Cody for 14 and 
numerous uncles, aunts and cousins have all been 
involved in the Kilmarnock or Upper Lancaster 
departments. 

“I grew up here,” she said, looking around the fire-
house on School Street. “I’ve seen the way it is, it 
really is like a family.”

A Lancaster High School graduate, Smith joined 
the department as a junior firefighter as soon as she 
was eligible—at age 15. 

There was never any doubt or apprehension about 
her joining the department. Quite the contrary, “my 
dad is so funny. Whenever we go somewhere, he’s 
like, ‘this is my daughter. She’s in the fire depart-
ment.’ It’s so embarrassing,” she said. 

Although as a junior firefighter, she’s not allowed 
to go into a burning building, except during training 
exercises, Smith said “I have had calls that get crazy 
and I think ‘what’s about to happen?’ ”

She was at the scene of the massive Kilmarnock 
fire in April 2022. 

“I woke up early to get a drink of water or some-
thing and looked down at my phone to see a text 
about a fire. Then I heard my brother moving around 
and we could see the smoke from our house. I said, I 
guess we’re going.”

She plans to age out of the junior division at 21 and 
continue as a volunteer for as long as she can.

“My family goes back six or seven generations in 
Lancaster, so I don’t plan to leave. It’s just home.”

And the firehouse is her second home.

In Urbanna 
Joanna Worley broke through a lot of barriers in 

Middlesex County when she became the first female 
firefighter in the Middlesex Volunteer Fire Depart-

Karen Ray serves as treasurer for Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department. She was the first female volunteer with 
ULVFD and has been with the department for 20 years. 
Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi  

Joanna Worley, at right, served as assistant chief of the Middlesex Volunteer Fire 
Department from 2011-2021. She’s pictured here with her father John Forrer, who has been 
in the MVFD since 1972. “I’m all about safety first. I’ve trained 

half of the officers that are there now. 
They’re like my little brothers. A lot of 
the time, I am one of the team leaders 
and one of the first to go in [to a burn-
ing structure],and I’m not going to put 
anyone in danger.”       
                 Joanna Worley
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We THANK All Our 
First Responders!

“Quality HVAC Service” 

Providing quality HVAC Service for 
the Northern Neck & Middle     
Peninsula for over 20 years 

 

 
 

 

ment nearly 16 years ago on May 28, 2007. 
Her father, John Forrer, had been a member of the depart-

ment since 1972 and Worley, who has lived in Middlesex “on 
and off ” her whole life had shared her passion for horses 
with her mother. They spent time riding and training. 

“My dad had been in the fire department for years, so I 
joined to spend more time with him. ... I kind of grew up at 
the firehouse with my dad, so I’ve known them all and was 
accepted.”

No one has ever treated Worley “like a girl.”
In fact, “they ask me to do everything they do,” she said. “I 

was on a roof two weeks ago in 29-degree weather.”
Worley is one of 20 active volunteers with the MVFD and 

is currently the only female in any of the county’s four vol-
unteer fire departments, which includes Middlesex, Upper 
Middlesex, Deltaville and Hartfield. 

She became captain in 2010 then held the office of assis-
tant chief from 2011-2021 and has returned to the rank of 
captain. Worley does it all from driving the trucks to pump 
operation and interior firefighting. 

In her first year as a firefighter, there were nine house fires 
in three months. 

“My first call was a friend of mine and it was a fatality, so 
that was a little rough,” she said. “In fact, there were three 
fatalities in my first three calls, so I had to step back and say, 
‘is this what I really want to do?’ ”

Nearly a quarter of a century later, she’s still doing it, so 
the answer to that question was yes. 

Although her husband is not a volunteer, he’s always been 
supportive. And as a mother, “I make sure I don’t put myself 
in too many stupid situations.”

She said “probably the dumbest thing, well not dumbest, 
but dangerous thing, I ever did was go into a well after a 
dog,” when she rescued a poodle in 2008. 

And “there’s been a couple other crazy things,” including 
an evacuation during a house fire. 

But for the most part, Worley plays it safe and jokes the 
other fire fighters even call her Safety Sally. 

“I’m all about safety first,” she said. “I’ve trained half of 
the officers that are there now. They’re like my little brothers. 

“A lot of the time, I am one of the team leaders and one of 
the first to go in [to a burning structure],” she added. “And 
I’m not going to put anyone in danger.”

Training is essential, she said. And so is taking part. If 
you’re a volunteer, then show up. 

“I’m big on being a team player. If you’re going to do 
something, then do it.”

And why does Worley do it. Simply to help others.
“At least I’m not sitting on my couch when somebody 

needs help,” she said. “I may not be able to save everybody, 
but I can try.”

“You never know what that one call is 
going to bring and what you’re going to go 
through. It’s hard sometimes to go through 
some of the things we do. As long as I’m 
helping the community and other people, 
that’s what I want to do. And I’ve never 
really felt in danger. If my partners are 
with me, I feel safe.”
         Kaela Lee



HEALTH CARE FOR THE UNIVERSE OF YOU

15227RICADV

Thank you for going above  
and beyond the call
Bon Secours honors our local first responders who continue to rise to the challenge 
time and time again in response to the emergency medical needs of our patients and 
communities in the Northern Neck.

We are excited to continue our expansion of the emergency department at 
Rappahannock General Hospital which will better meet our community’s health needs. 
Expected to be complete in early 2023, this renovation and expansion project is an 
example of the commitment that Bon Secours has to improving access to quality, 
compassionate health care for residents and first responders in the Northern Neck.

Learn more at bonsecours.com.
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The Middlesex County Volunteer Rescue Squad 
(MCVRS) in Deltaville began in the fall 1956 in the 
garage of Mrs. William F. (Claudia) Marchant, where 

it conducted its first meeting. Prior to that, and until 1969, 
local funeral homes provided ambulance service in other 
areas of the county.

The MCVRS was one of the first volunteer squads in Vir-
ginia. The squad was organized just a year after Dr. Harold 
Felton came to Middlesex as the community’s general 
practitioner.

He was among one of eight men who started the MCVRS 
and in a 1998 Southside Sentinel interview, the late Dr. 
Felton said that the squad’s first ambulance was a 1957 Ford 
station wagon. 

“I remember riding, to Richmond 
banging around, holding an IV bottle, 
and trying to monitor a patient,” he 
said in 1998. “There was so much 
noise that we had to pull over to see if 
the patient’s heart was still beating.”

MCVRS’s first officers were Virgil 
Miller, captain; Leonard Wright, secretary; Frank Medicus, 
treasurer; Addison Hall, first lieutenant; William Vaughan, 
second lieutenant; and William “Punky” Foster, recruiting 
officer.

Under the auspices of the MCVRS, the Urbanna Branch 
was formed in 1968 when donations from people through-
out the county allowed the purchase of a new rescue squad 
vehicle for that area.

The Urbanna Branch was formed due to a then-new state 
law that prevented funeral homes from providing ambu-
lance service. The Urbanna Branch was a forerunner to the 
now disbanded Central Middlesex Volunteer Rescue Squad 
(CMVRS). The Urbanna and Deltaville branches split in 
November 1969, to form the MCVRS in Deltaville and 
CMVRS in Urbanna.

Middlesex County Volunteer Rescue Squad
founded in 1956; needs donors, volunteers

The fondly recalled MCVRS Boston Whaler rescue boat is captured in an early 1960s 
photo. It was used for boat rescues in the lower end of Middlesex County. Checking it 
out were, from left, early rescue squad members Williams Vaughan, Leonard Wright, 
Ryland Hall and Addison Hall. 

Current Middlesex County 
Volunteer Rescue Squad 

Auxiliary officers include, 
from left, treasurer Barbara 
Shore, Chaplain Betty Tate, 

president June Williams, vice 
president Darlene Revere 

and secretary Marietta 
McLawhorn. The public 

relations coordinator Linda 
Dobbins is also an officer. 

Photo by Don Richeson

by Larry Chowning

MCVRS was founded and 
began in a Deltaville garage. 1957 Ford station wagon. to  a then-new state law preventing 

-

Life Line

1956 1957 1968
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Middlesex County Volunteer 

Rescue Squad
P.O. Box 98

Deltaville, VA 23043
804-776-6875

MCVRS.life

CMVRS folded in 2018 due to lack of volunteers and 
funding issues. The Middlesex County Board of Supervisors 
picked up part of that funding. The Urbanna Branch went 
back under the auspices of MCVRS and countywide serve 
has been effectively provided to the county citizens.

MCVRS has a strong ladies auxiliary that operates 
the Bargains and Treasures Flea Market in Deltaville on 
Wednesdays and Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; and the 2nd 
Time Around Thrift Shop in Urbanna, also open on Wednes-
days and Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Bingo is also a valuable part of MCVRS fundraising 
efforts. Bingo is offered at the Deltaville Rescue Squad 
building and is also sponsored by the MCVRS Ladies Aux-
iliary.

Middlesex County Emergency Services coordinator David 
Layman said in a budget work session recently that EMS 
calls last year totaled 2,281 with 1,250 served by the vol-
unteers in Deltaville and Hartfield and 1,031 served by the 
Urbanna unit. This was a 17% increase over the year before, 
which is an average of 6.2 calls per day. There has also been 
a 25% increase in cost of EMS staffing service contracts.

Layman encouraged citizens to support the 64-year-old 
rescue squad organization with donations and he encouraged 
anyone interested in volunteering and want to join the squad 
contact MCVRS. Layman also thanked all the rescue squad 
volunteers for their service to the community!

 

Current Middlesex County Volunteer Rescue Squad officers include, 
from left, board member Jack Hurd, vice president Lynn White, 
president John Porter, captain-training officer Ellen Vest, engineer 
Wayne Bailey and secretary Susannah Wine. Officers also include 
treasurer Leslie Krom, lieutenant Angie Zabel, legal advisor Robert 
Brooks, medical advisor Sterling Ransone and board member 
Brad Norris. The new officers were installed as the highlight of 
the squad’s July 28, 2022 annual installation banquet at squad 
headquarters in Deltaville. Photo by Don Richeson

Peninsulas EMS Planning and Emergency Management Coordinator 
Stephen C. Pincus, far right, addresses the 2022-2023 Middlesex 
County Volunteer Rescue Squad  (MCVRS) and MCVRS Auxiliary 
officers after installing them July 28, 2022 during the squad’s 
annual installation banquet at squad headquarters in Deltaville. 
The squad and auxiliary need volunteers. For information, call 804-
815-9507. Photo by Don Richeson

The 64-year-old Middlesex County Volunteer 
Rescue Squad is seeking new EMTs and drivers 
for the squad. Photo by Larry Chowning

The Urbanna and Deltaville 

CMRVS in Urbanna and the 
MCVRS in Deltaville.

-

1969 2018 2022
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LOCATIONS

AMERICAN STANDARD  
INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.

AUTO, HOME, FLOOD, BOAT, AND COMMERCIAL LINES OF BUSINESS

1025 Good Luck Rd, Kilmarnock, VA
804-435-1416

Callao Wheel Service

804-529-6380            Donnie Davis

Thank you for your  
Commitment and Dedication.

Bay HealthStyles, 
our next 

supplement, 
will appear in 

the February 23 
editions of the 
Rappahannock 

Record and 
Southside Sentinel. 
Call to reserve your 

spot, 435-1701 or 
758-2328. 
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Ready Mix Concrete & Septic Tanks

804-529-6470

R.R. Beasley Concrete Inc.

Thanks to all of the  
First Responders  

for their great work!

Thank You for Your Service Work!
804-776-9898

See Complete Listings: www.cysboat.comwww.dycboat.com                                                                                                                      info@dycboat.com

The 42nd Rappahannock 
River Waterfowl Show will be 
held March 18-19 at the White 
Stone Firehouse, 579 Chesapeake 
Drive, White Stone.

Wildfowl-related paintings, 
carvings, photography and sculp-
ture will be exhibited by artists 
from Maine to Florida, reported 
coordinator Pat Bruce. 

The Preview Night Gala will 
be held March 17. This evening 
event requires advance tickets 
by March 10. The tickets are $70 
each. Those not already on the 
mailing list who wish to receive 
an invitation may visit rrws.org 
or email to patbruce@rrws.org. 
Invitations will be mailed later 
this month. 

The Artist of the Year is Jim 
Wilson of Yorktown. Color prints 
of his new painting of a kingfisher 
will be given to show visitors all 
weekend. W.F. Booth and Son, 
Inc. sponsors the show print. 

The Preview Night door prize 
is an original carving by Gordon 
Martin of Lanexa. The weekend 
door prize is an original carving 
by Vernon Bryant of Perryville, 
Md. 

Special features of the show are 
a raffle with donated items from 
participating artists and carvers. 
The White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department (WSVFD) sells a 
variety of lunch items. 

Show hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Saturday and 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
Sunday. Admission is $10 and 
is good for both days. Children 
younger than age 12 are admitted 
free with an adult. 

The show is sponsored by the 
WSVFD and proceeds benefit the 
operations of the department. 

Waterfowl
Show slated
March 18-19
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freshness from the LAND & SEA

Jeff’s Country Market
10919 Northumberland Highway 

Heathsville, VA

804-724-4680
FIRST RESPONDERS & MILITARY SAVE 10% EVERY DAY

We support  
our first  

responders!

KILMARNOCK  
ANTIQUE GALLERY

CONSTRUCTION LLC

R
W

804-436-6640
Email: rwgc2002@gmail.com

Commercial & Residential

Thank you to all of our First Responders.  

Thank you for your daily sacrifice  

for our safety.

Firefighters from the Hartfield 
Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a truck fire in 
November. The owner had just 
filled up with gasoline. Flames 
shot more than 15 feet in the 

ly/3wcrCHQ. Photos by Kenny 
McMullan

September 1963 
Kilmarnock fire at 

Fairfax Theater. 
Damage was minimal. 

Photo courtesy of 
Kilmarnock Museum

The 1909 
Kilmarnock fire on 
the corner of Main 
Street and Church 
Street, destroyed 
the Eubank Hotel 
and Eubank Store. 
Photo courtesy of 
Kilmarnock Museum
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Rappahannock Hang-ups

Thank You  
First Responders

Grace Episcopal Church  
is thankful for all the  

First Responders  
and honors their commitment  

to our community!!

804-435-6058

Let there be light

Thank You, 
Front Line, Essential Workers 

and Volunteers for Being 
There When We Need You.

804-435-1126  nwpenergy.com 

KILMARNOCK, VIRGINIA

Thank you  
for preserving our 

SAFETY  
on land and sea! 

 

Northern Neck Sail & Power Squadron 
453C N. Main St, Kilmarnock, VA 22482 

nnsps.org           804-577-4324 
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In 1947, the White Stone Volunteer Fire Department 
was formed to protect the town as well as the greater 
community and thus a legacy of selflessness, commit-

ment and camaraderie began to emerge. 
In March 1947 when the department was formed, the 

very first chief, Harley Reeves, likely didn’t realize at that 
time he would become the first in a line of a multi-genera-
tional legacy serving the White Stone community. 

In its earliest days, the WSVFD assisted with fire calls 
from neighboring areas, typically Kilmarnock. In fact, the 
department would receive its f irst call to action at a house 
fire when it didn't even have a fire truck. The department 
did however have a hose stored in the post office. While 
waiting for assistance with a truck from Kilmarnock, those 
on scene took matters into their own hands, got the hose 
from the post office and hooked it up to a fire hydrant 

FAMILY LINE

 Legacy in White Stone

From left are Randy and Ran Reeves, two of the four generations of Reeves legacy in the White Stone Volunteer 
Fire Department. They are pictured in front of the department’s newest truck, which features a design of the 
department’s mascot, Yosemite Sam. Photo by AnnGardner Eubank

by AnnGardner Eubank

Family traditions come in all shapes and sizes. For some, tradi-
tion is centered around holiday festivities or traveling to the 
same place annually or even more ceremonial celebrations or 
events. For many in rural fire departments, however, saving lives 
is a tradition and legacy honored and celebrated generation to 
generation. 

on the
FRONT LINE
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outside the house. By the time KVFD arrived, 
the White Stone firemen had managed to put 
out the fire. 

The department was able to purchase its 
own fire truck in April of that year. Through 
tremendous dedication, fundraising efforts 
and community support, the first f irehouse 
was constructed on Chesapeake Drive. It now 
serves as the Lancaster Players' Playhouse. 

Over the course of several year’s Harley 
Reeve’s son, R.S. Reeves, joined the depart-
ment. Walking in his father’s footsteps, R.S. 
would later become the fourth chief of the 
department. 

In keeping with the family tradition and 
continuing the legacy, Randy Reeves joined 
the department in 1978 around age 25. 

Reeves, who has been a pillar of leadership 
in the White Stone community for years, serv-
ing as zoning administrator, a town council 
member, and mayor up until just several weeks 
ago, also took on the role as chief in 1987 like 
the Reeves men before him. 

“There is a real satisfaction in being able to 
give back and serve the community you live 
in,” said Randy. 

As Randy continued to serve in the depart-
ment, he would begin bringing along a special 
buddy of his to the firehouse, fundraisers, and 
even the fires. 

“I took him to his very first f ire,” Randy 
said about his son, Ran, who would ultimately 
end up joining the department as a junior 
member when he turned 16. 

Ran joining the department was a natural f it. 
It had become a family tradition and he had 
been surrounded by the other firemen and the 
culture his entire life. 

“I wanted to follow in my father’s footsteps,” 
Ran said. 

With four generations of Reeves serving 
the department, the family was present to see 
every development and milestone. 

Both Randy and Ran look back fondly on 
their favorite traditions of the department 
which are no longer in practice anymore. 

For Randy, his favorite event and fundraiser 
was the country fair which ended decades ago. 
He said the community involvement and cama-

raderie was strong and abound. 
Ran said his favorite tradition within the 

department was the Firemen’s Competitions 
that were held in Hampton which they would 
compete in annually. While there hasn’t been 
competition participation is the past several 
years, Ran thinks there’s a possibility for its 
return. 

Events and fundraisers like the annual 
raffle, oyster dinners, the Rappahannock River 
Waterfowl Show, and the Hake Fish Breakfast 
which is coming up in February, have always 
been and remain staples. 

“I don’t think everyone who visits or moves 
down here truly realizes how much work and 
fundraising goes into fire departments to make 
sure we can purchase the trucks or the gear or 
up-keep the buildings,” Randy said. 

With tenacious dedication and continuous 
time and effort over the decades, the depart-
ment has managed to build an impressive new 
firehouse, expand the fleet to several fire 
trucks over the years (there are now seven), 
and continuously remain properly geared-up to 
be prepared to fight any fire the face. 

Despite the utmost dedication from the cur-
rent department and past members, concerns 
of growing the department are real. 

Where it was once almost standard for lega-
cies to be prominent throughout the depart-
ment, the numbers are getting a bit smaller. 

“At one time there was a waiting list to 
join the department because we couldn’t have 
any more than 30 active members at a time,” 
Randy said. 

Ran noted that today there are so many other 
aspects of life that can whittle opportunities 
to serve in the department. He also noted that 
many who may have at one time been inter-
ested in serving end up moving away. 

Additionally, several people who start as 
junior members love it so much that they have 
gone out and sought jobs in paid departments 
elsewhere. 

There are now a little over 20 active mem-
bers, they said. 

“I really hope the younger generations step 
up to the plate and more younger people con-
sider joining,” Ran said. 

The WSVFD allows junior members to join 
at age 16 to begin learning and training with 
the department, and can join as full members 
at age 21. 

Randy and Ran are both life members now, 
they’ve each served 20 or more years in the 
department. There are about 30 life members 
now, Randy said. 

Beyond the fighting of fires, the assistance 
with natural disasters and storms, fundraising 
and planning, the fire department has a rich 
history of camaraderie, family and friendship. 

Randy said he remembers growing up, on 
any given Friday night, he could come by the 
firehouse and join members in a card game, 
shooting pool, or just cutting up with one 
another. 

“I even learned how to shoot pool there,” 
Randy said about one of the former fire-
houses. 

The feelings of camaraderie and community 
are felt not just within the department, but 
throughout the community. 

Some members of the public who feel they 
may not be physically capable of fulfilling the 
duties of firefighting or fear they won’t have 
enough time opt to act as associate members, 
and they participate and help with fundraisers 
and other events. 

The Reeves are not the only family legacy 
within the department. Throughout the years, 
there have been a number of Sanders, Lees, 
Elbourns and James, who have dedicated many 
years of service to WSVFD. 

“Being a part of this department is about keep-
ing small town values and tradition,” Ran said. 

While change is inevitable and members, 
traditions and events will come and go, there’s 
one thing in particular Randy hopes will 
remain the same. “I want to see this depart-
ment stay a volunteer organization. If it were 
to become a paid department, it would lose a 
lot of its charm and charisma,” Randy said. 

Despite the changes in buildings, the 
number of fire calls, the fundraisers and 
members, the spirit and the legacy of sacri-
fice, community, and dedication remain most 
evident when the volunteers are on the front 
lines. 

“Being a part of this department is about keep-
ing small town values and tradition.” ––Ran 

“There is a real satisfaction in being able to 
give back and serve the community you live in.”    
         ––Randy
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THANK YOU
FIR ST RESPONDER S!

804 .288.2100

From Your Local Neighborhood Brokerage
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HEROES
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SUPER HERO
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Grit

Kilmarnock’s Main Street 
remains closed as a 
convoy of telephone 
repair vehicles try to 
get service back to 
town. Photo is at East 
Church Street and Main 
Street during the day 
after 1952 Kilmarnock 
fire. Photo courtesy of 
Kilmarnock Museum

A vintage fire truck rolls 
in the November 4, 2022 
Fireman’s Parade through 

downtown Urbanna as 
part of the annual Urbanna 

Oyster Festival. Dozens 
of fire departments from 

across the commonwealth 
participate. Photo by Don 

Richeson
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MISS MARY SEAFOOD

804-435-STFU

 

804-529-6226

“Sound Insurance for Every Need” 

We are thankful for your commitment to caring for our community

804-493-8872

Now with Two Locations to Serve You:

We Are Grateful For  
Your Service

Serving the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula since 1971

3010 Northumberland Hwy,  Lottsburg, VA

Allison’s      Hardware

allisonsacehardware.com 804-529-7578

Mas n Realty, Inc.
www.masonrealty.com

Your Local Realtors Since 1957

Saluda
804-758-2777

Urbanna
804-758-5372

Deltaville
804-776-9295

We would like to give a big “Thank 

You!” to all of our first responders 

and the very important job they do in 

keeping us safe. We appreciate you!  

Thank You!

MMMMMaaaaasssssMMMMMaaaaaMMMMMaaaaassssssssss nnn RRRRReeeeeaaaaallllltttttyyyyy,,, IIIInnnncccc..nnnnn RRRRReeeee llltt ,,,, IIIIInnnnnccccc..nnnnn RRRRRRnnnnn RRRRRRRRRReeeeeaaaaaalllltttttyyyyyRRRRReeeeeRRR aaaaaallllltttttyyyyyy,,, IIIIInnnnnccccc,,, IIIIInnnnnccccc......
www.masonrealty.com

YYYouYou Lr Lr Locaocaocaocac l Rl Rl Rl RReallealtortortot s Ss SSSincincincincce 1e 1e 1e e 957957957957

Saluda
80480480488 -757-7558 28-28-27777777777

Urbanna
8048048048044-75-75-75-7- 8-58-58-5372372372

Deltaville
80480480480804-77-77-77-776-96-96-96-9929529529529529

“We would like to give a big “Thank WeWe wowoulld like to give a big “Th““uldld lilikikeke toto gigiveve a bigig “T“ThThankThananknk 

You!” to all of our first responders YoYou!u!” toto alll of our first responallll ofof ourur fifirirsrst reresespsponondersdederersrs rs 

aand the very important job they do in anand ththe very important job thvevereryry imimpmporortrtatanant jojoob ththey do in eyey dodo inin 

keeping us safe. We appreciate you!  keeping us safekekeepepining usus safafefe.. We appreciate youe. WeWe apapppprprereciciaiatete yoou!! u! 

Thank You!ThThanankk Yonk YoYouYou!!u!

Camp 17 inmates help extinguish the 1952 Kilmarnock fire which was 
stopped at M.A. Lewis Store. Photo courtesy of Kilmarnock Museum “Boots” McKenney and Kendrick Walker use T.D. McGinnes’s wrecker to 

remove a safe from the remains of Sargent's Department Store. Photo 
courtesy of Kilmarnock Museum
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Appreciating 
those that 

sacrifice  
for us!

Serving dinner specials  

six nights a week 

Monday – Saturday

Dinner starts at  

4:30pm until 6:30pm 

Come in from
4:30pm to 5:30pm for 
an early bird special.

(804) 435-0034
KilmarnockInn.com

34 E Church St., Kilmarnock

nnfencecompany.comnnseamlessgutters.com

New Gutter Installation
Gutter Guards
Gutter Repairs

FREE ESTIMATES

Wood, Metal
Vinyl, Chain-link

Pet Fences 

Residential &  
Commercial

Licensed & Insured

1-800-323-7478   chac-hvac.com

Thank You. We are grateful for your 
strength, courage and dedication. S T Y L I S H     E Y E S

eyeglasses, Jewelry, Purses & More

Please call 804-435-2620 or 804-405-1901 to schedule an appointment.

Stylish Eyes is open Monday, 

Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday 

for walk-ins. Closed Wednesdays. 

Available evenings and Saturdays 

by appointment.

The Water View Bluegrass Band, including, 
from left, Harold and Sandra Smith and 
Melvin Hughes perform at the Urbanna 
firehouse this past summer. The bluegrass 
concerts are part of an annual Middlesex 
Volunteer Fire Department fundraiser series.  
Photo by Don Richeson

September 1958 early morning fire in 
Kilmarnock all but destroyed the iconic 
Eubank Building. The fire gutted the entire 
structure, the contents of People’s Drug 
Store and Eubank General Merchandise Store 
on the corner of East Church Street and Main 
Street. Photo courtesy of Kilmarnock Museum

Let us know what you think 
of our inaugural issue of Front Line. 

lisa@rapprecord.com or susan@rapprecord.com

A Big Thanks To Our Frontline Heroes From
WOWD at 12 S Main, Kilmarnock

www.whenordinarywontdo.com
shop@whenordinarywontdo.com

Diana Jamison
Vicki Kinsel

When 
 Ordinary 
Won’t 
 Do

O
D

W
W
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LANCASTER

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire 
Department
P.O. Box 1295
Kilmarnock, VA 22482
804-435-1332
readylancaster.org

Upper Lancaster Volunteer 
Fire Department
P.O. Box 205
Lively, VA 22507
804-462-5404

Location:
5170 Mary Ball Road
Lancaster, VA 22503

White Stone Volunteer Fire 
Department
579 Chesapeake Drive
White Stone, Virginia, 22578
804-435-3801

Kilmarnock-Lancaster 
Volunteer Rescue Squad
P.O. Box 333
Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Location: 
61 Harris Road
Kilmarnock, VA 22482
804-435-1474

The Upper Lancaster 
Volunteer Rescue Squad
P. O. Box 176
Lively, VA 22507
804-462-7375 
upperlancasterrescue@
yahoo.com

Location:
123 Norris Road, 
Lancaster, VA 22503

MIDDLESEX

Hartfield Volunteer Fire 
Department
P.O. Box 205
Hartfield, VA 23071
804-776-6880
hartfieldfire@gmail.com

Location: 3309 Twiggs 
Ferry Road
Hartfield, VA 23071

Lower Middlesex Volunteer 
Fire Department
P.O. Box 6
Deltaville, VA 23043
804-776-7104
lmvfd.com

Location: 16881 General 
Puller Highway
Deltaville, VA 23043

Middlesex Volunteer Fire 
Department
P.O. Box 71
Urbanna, VA 23175
804-758-2320

Location: 330 Virginia St.
Urbanna, VA 23175

Upper Middlesex Volunteer 
Fire Department 
P.O. Box 75
Churchview, VA 23032
804-758-5200
waterviewfire23180@yahoo.
com

Location: 4583 Water View 
Road
Water View, VA 23180

Middlesex County Volunteer 
Rescue Squad 
P.O. Box 98
Deltaville, VA 23043
804-776-6875
Provides Emergency Medi-
cal Service (EMS) for the 
entire county. 

Deltaville Station
17684 General Puller 
Highway
Deltaville, VA 23043

Hartfield Station
10946 General Puller 
Highway
Hartfield, VA 23071

Urbanna Station
391 Hilliard St. 
Urbanna, VA 23175

NORTHUMBERLAND

Callao Volunteer Fire 
Department
P.O. Box 39 
Callao, VA 22435
callaovfd.org
Email info@callaovfd.org 

Location
314 Northumberland 
Highway
Callao, Virginia, 22435
804-529-6211 

Fairfields Volunteer Fire 
Department 
P.O. Box 656 
Burgess, VA 22432
fairfieldsfire.com

Location: 119 Main St.
Reedville, VA 22539
804-453-4055

Glebe Point Fire House
Location:
90 Firehouse Road
Burgess, Virginia, 22432
804-453-6390

Callao Volunteer Rescue 
Squad
1348 Northumberland 
Highway
Callao, VA 22435
804-529-6630
callaoVRS@gmail.com

Mid-County Volunteer 
Rescue Squad
7990 Northumberland Hwy, 
Heathsville, VA 22473
804-580-8615

Smith Point Sea Rescue
P.O. Box 662
Burgess, VA 22432
smithpointsearescue.com
All volunteer water rescue 
service for the mid-Chesa-
peake Bay

The area’s fire departments and rescue squads 
depend on donations, fundraisers and volun-
teers. For those who may wish to make a dona-
tion or volunteer, a listing of fire departments 
and rescue squads in Lancaster, Middlesex 
and Northumberland counties with their con-
tact information is provided. Email and websites 
have been provided for those that have them. 
Some use PayPal.

Support Spot
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DUNNRITE
A U T O  G R O U P

M’LISSA DUNN  SALES
804-435-2021

RANDY DUNN  SERVICE
804-435-0911

GUARANTEED APPROVAL

! We are so grateful  
for the work you do  
in our community.

THE LOSS OF A PET IS IMMEASURABLE,
 BUT SO IS THE LOVE LEFT BEHIND

SERVING PET FAMILIES IN THE MIDDLE 
PENINSULA AND NORTHERN NECK

 Private, individual cremation within two business days for the dignity 
your pet deserves.

 Please see our website for detailed information on our service and pricing 
options, as well as additional planning and resource information.

804-758-2650     www.rivercountryplcc.com 

This Firefighter's Prayer is on display at the 
Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department. Photo by 
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Visit RRecord.com or SSentinel.com 
to find a digital copy of Front Line. 
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NOBLETT Appliances 804-435-3031    

Noblett Family Responders

PATRICK JACKSON  
Upper Lancaster Volunteer FD  

Son of Darlene Jackson  

22 years old

TREY MAJOR
Senior Firefighter York County  
Fire and Safety, Middlesex VFD

Son of Carol Major

27 years old

JACOB HUDNALL 

Kilmarnock VFD
Son of Joe Hudnall 

22 years old

Volunteers don’t get paid, not because they’re worthless,  
but because they’re priceless.”  

Remains of Sargent's 
Department Store 
at corner of Main 

Street and Church 
Street after the 1952 

Kilmarnock fire. 
“Shorty” McCrobie 
assisted with traffic 

control. Photo 
courtesy of 

Kilmarnock Museum

Remains of T.O. 
Smither Store 
after the 1915 
Kilmarnock fire. 
Photo courtesy 
of Kilmarnock 
Museum



THANK YOU!
When we hear or see you on a call, our thoughts and prayers are with you and those you are helping.  

The WX4EMC Tech Team develops, builds and operates 
data and voice systems that transmit and receive 
emergency and health and welfare messages into and out 
of affected areas during disasters when normal 
communications systems are compromised.  

Our systems are located at health and educational 
institutions and private facilities and are accessible to 
volunteers serving non-profit disaster response and relief 
agencies as needed in local communities throughout 
Virginia and beyond. 

More information is available at:  
www.qrz.com/db/WX4EMC and www.AE4ML.net. 

The team’s non-profit activities are a service of 
Educational Media Corporation, a Virginia non-profit, 
private foundation whose work includes research, 
consulting and training in broadcast operations, program 
strategy and production technique in underserved, 
developing communities in Africa and Asia.  

With gratitude from the …

A Prayer for First Responders: 
Heavenly Father, we thank you for first responders in our communities who face 

dangerous and unpredictable situations as they help others in times of need. May they 
understand and trust that You have arrived on the scene before them and will stay with 
them guiding and sustaining them until their job is finished. Give peace and strength to 

family members of responders who often must surrender their time with loved ones 
while they serve others. Above all, we pray for their safety, realizing that You alone are 

our refuge and fortress in whom we can trust (Psalm 91). 


