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From our customers:

“We look to the Rappahannock Record as a resource to our community. They keep us up to date on LOCAL 
news and events. As a community partner it just makes sense to advertise with them. They are great to work with, 
and they reach the audience we need to talk to. They are a LOCAL business just like we are, and supporting local 
is what we are all about.”

Paula Milsted, Chesapeake Bank 
______________________________________________________

“Docks of the Bay has seen very tangible results from our advertisements in the Record and Sentinel, and it 

thanks to the knowledgeable and responsive sales and design team.”
Anthony Marchetti, Docks of the Bay

______________________________________________________

“The Rappahannock Record is an exceptional local weekly publication. The articles are timely, informative, and 
well written. I can hardly wait to get home on Thursday to read about all the happenings within our home town 
communities. Keep up the great work!”

Judy Harvell, Kilmarnock
______________________________________________________

more people who see the ad, the greater your chances of success. That’s why I wanted the two ads that I recently 
placed to go into the Record. I felt it was the paper that would increase my chances of selling the items.  And it 
did. Both ads had two calls almost immediately when the paper came out and I sold the items in both ads within a 
couple of days.”

Theresa Martz, Lottsburg
_______________________________________________________

 “We love our weekly Rappahannock Record and read it from cover to cover!” 
Todd & Mary Repass

_______________________________________________________

“And again I would like to thank you for being so responsive and helpful each and every time I have emailed 
you. I was very grateful for the guidance and support and I know I had more than the usual amount of questions. 
You answered with great professionalism and patience for a newby. 

“We just moved here from Richmond and we are avid readers and feel appreciative of the Record which we 
purchase every Thursday morning. 

“Great working with the RRecord thanks to you and your great attitude and quick responses.” 
Holly Archard

_____________________________________________________

“Thank you for working so hard on our ad for Circa Estate Sales. We brought a ton of people. You gave us 
great visibility. We’re really tickled. Thank you so much!”

Patti Lockridge
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Dear Advertiser:

    Thank you for considering the Rappahannock Record to help spread the word about
your business in the Northern Neck area. With a current circulation of 5,577 papers each
week, reaching an audience of about 12,800* readers, we are one of your most important
marketing assets in this area.

    While many daily papers are experiencing a decline, survey after survey shows
that local weekly newspapers like ours remain the most trusted source of local news and
advertising in small town America. There are no local TV stations or trained journalists in any 
other local media to do the job the Rappahannock Record does.

    A readership survey completed for the National Newspaper Association in 2017 by Susque-
hanna Polling and Research based in Harrisburg, PA, shows the local newspaper is an im-
portant part of people’s lives. Seventy-nine percent of the community newspaper respondents 
said they rely on it for local news and information. The local paper is also important for those 

shopping and advertising information.
*An earlier survey shows that each community newspaper is shared among 2.3 family
members or friends.

    Call Susan or Marilyn today and let us put your advertising in front of an audi-
ence you need, LOCAL citizens who buy and read the Rappahannock Record every week!

Sincerely,

Frederick A. Gaskins,
General Manager

P.S. You can expand your reach to include another 7,400 readers in Middlesex County and 
adjacent areas by placing your advertisement jointly in the Record and the Southside Sentinel 
in Urbanna. In addition, advertising space is available on our website, RRecord.com, in spe-
cial interest supplements throughout the year, and in the The Rivah Visitor’s Guide, published 
monthly May through October. Details and discounted combination rates can be found on the 
following pages.

ADVERTISING CONTACTS:
Susan Graves, Manager, extension 15, SusanGraves@RappRecord.com

Marilyn Bryant, extension 11, Marilyn@RappRecord.com

Rappahannock Record Inc.
27 N. Main St., PO Box 400, Kilmarnock, VA 22482

Phone: (804) 435-1701  •  Fax: (804) 435-2632
Serving our community for over 100 years
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Retail Advertising Rates
Effective January 1, 2024

RAPPAHANNOCK RECORD
27 N. Main Street
P. O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, Virginia 22482
(804) 435-1701,  FAX (804) 435-2632
Email address: mail@rapprecord.com
Website: www.RRecord.com
1. PERSONNEL
Frederick A. & Elizabeth Lee C. Gaskins, Publishers 
Susan Simmons, General Manager (susan@rapprecord.com)
Kate Oliver, CPA, General Manager (kate@rapprecord.com)
Robert D. Mason Jr., Editor (editor@rapprecord.com)
Susan Graves, Advertising Manager (susangraves@rapprecord.com)
Lisa Donant, Accounts Manager (ldonant@rapprecord.com)
Michelle Smith, Circulation Manager (michelle@rapprecord.com)

2. REPRESENTATIVES

4860 Cox Road, Suite 150
Glen Allen, VA 23060
(804) 521-7570

2075 W. Big Beaver Rd. 

1-800-550-7557

3. COMMISSIONS AND TERMS OF PAYMENT
Local retail rate is non-commissionable. National rates only are com-
missionable (see 4c). Terms: Net 30. Local retail rates apply to local 
retail and service establishments dealing di rectly with consumers 
in our circulation area.
A service charge of 3% per month is added to unpaid accounts.

4. ADVERTISING RATES
a. Retail Advertising Rate  (Non-Commissionable)
Open Rate (1-59 inches in one calendar month):
$10.25 per col. inch.
b. Monthly
Quantity rates per calendar month 
(accounts must be paid within 30 days of billing to receive these 
quantity discounts):
Col. inches per month       Col. inch rate
60-119.................................................  $10.00
120-249............................................... $9.75
250-500............................................... $9.50
Over 500.............................................. $9.25
c. National Advertising Rate (Commissionable) 
$12.00 per column inch (commissionable). 15% allowed to recog-
nized advertising agencies. Ads must be submitted electronically, 
preferably in the PDF format with all fonts embedded and photos 
downsampled to 200 dpi.

d. Special Tabloid
Special sections* are printed in several issues throughout the year 
in tabloid form (see page 6). These appear in combination with the 
Southside Sentinel with additional free circulation. Quantity discounts 
do not apply for these sections. No commissions.
Special section advertising rate......$19.00 per col. inch
   *Bay Heritage is printed on premium coated paper. Contact an ad-
vertising representative for sizes and 2024 rates for this special section.

e. The Rivah Visitor’s Guide 
A seasonal tabloid jointly published by the Rappahannock 
Record and the Southside Sentinel. An average of 17,000 free 
copies are circulated in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula 
each month through restaurants, motels, gift shops, marinas 
and other retail outlets.
The Rivah Visitor’s Guide advertising rate.....$20.00 per col. inch
 
f. Preprint Rates
Up to 8 page tabloid or 4 page broadsheet, $70m (net)
12 page tabloid or 6 page broadsheet, $73m (net)
16 page tabloid or 8 page broadsheet, $76m (net) 
For each additional 4 tabloid pages or 2 broadsheet pages, add 
$3 (net) to the cpm.
The following frequency discounts are available on an annual con-
tract basis:
13 weeks per year......................  5 percent discount
26 weeks per year...................... 10 percent discount
51 weeks per year...................... 18 percent discount
Please call for maximum/minimum sizes and shipping instructions.

g. Sticky Notes and Section Front Ads
Strip ads at the bottom of section fronts and Sticky Notes 
applied on the front page are available. Call for prices. 
h. Combination Rates

-
na.....$8.75 col. inch, each paper
i. Color Rates
Full color, ROP (net): Up to 30 col. inches, $70; 31-60 inches, 
$100; 61-90 inches, $135; 91-120 inches, $170; 121 inches 
or more, $200. 
Full color, ROP (net) in combination with the Southside Sentinel 
(fee applies to each paper): Up to 30 col. inches, $35; 31-60 
inches, $50; 61-90 inches, $67; 91-120 inches, $85; 121 inches 
or more, $100.
5. SPECIAL SERVICES
a. Proofs will be delivered or emailed if requested, providing all 
copy has been submitted by deadline. Second proofs and all other 

b. Tearsheets, if requested, will be provided to all adver tisers via 

publication the fee is $6.00 per advertisement.
c. www.RRecord.com

portal for subscribing to the replica e-Edition and archived copies 
of the Record in pdf form. The e-Edition is available for $30.00 per 
year and may be viewed on computers, tablets or smart phones.
Online display advertising opportunities are available. Call us for 
details or check out our rates on page 13.  
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6. SPECIAL SECTIONS

January 25..................Front Line (Honoring First Responders)
February 29 ............... Bay HealthStyles
March 28 ................... Windows on the Bay (Home & Garden)
May 16 ....................... Graduation
September 19 ............ Bay Heritage
November 21 ............. The Perfect Gift (Holiday Shopping)
December 19 ............. Holiday Greetings

such as festivals, holidays, etc. Most of these pages carry 
advertising at the regular retail advertising rate.

The Rivah Visitor’s Guide
Publication dates for 2024 are: 

April 25, May 23, June 27, August 1, August 29, October 10

7. ROP DEPTH REQUIREMENTS

a. Standard page: Minimum display advertisement: 1 column 
x 1 inch. Advertisements over 19 inches deep will be billed full 
column depth.
b. Tabloid page: Minimum display advertisement: 1 column 
x 1 inch. Advertisements over 10 inches deep will be billed at 
full column depth.

8. COPY REGULATIONS 

a. We reserve the right to insert the word “paid advertisement” 
in all ads, especially all-copy ads which may be mistaken for 
news arti cles.
b. Liability for errors in advertisements shall not exceed the cost 
of the space occupied by the error. We will provide a correction 
letter if we have failed to correct errors clearly marked by the 
ad vertiser on return proofs. The newspaper must be advised 
of errors within 2 days after the ad is published.
c. All advertising accepted is subject to the approval of the 
pub lisher. We shall have the right to revise or reject in whole 
or in part any advertisement. 
d. $60 per hour will be charged for any ad canceled after half or 
more has been produced and for substantial changes in proofs.
e. -
quests. Priority is based on the quantity of space purchased. 
Failure to meet these requests will not constitute cause for 
adjustments, re fund or rerun.
f.  Advertisements, articles or other materials copyrighted by 
the Rappahannock Record may not be reproduced in exact or 
substantially similar form without the written permission of the 
publisher of the Rappahannock Record.

9. CLOSING TIMES (Deadlines)

Closing time for all ads is 5 p.m. every Monday. For ads re-

deadline is noon Friday. For issues in weeks with a holiday, the 
deadline is one working day earlier.

10. MECHANICAL MEASUREMENTS

a. Printing method: 
b. Electronic submissions: The preferred method of receiving 
advertisements is the Portable Document Format (PDF) with all 
fonts embedded and photos downsampled to 200 dpi. Please 
call for more details. To receive a copy of the detailed pre-press 
guidelines, contact an advertising representative.

 
c. Standard ROP page size (6 columns): Size of printed area: 
10.955 inches (wide) x 19.6 inches (deep).

1........................ 1.7217”   4............ 7.2617”
2........................ 3.5683”  5...........  9.1083”
3........................ 5.415”  6.............10.955”
d. Double Truck (two facing pages across gutter): 22.91 inches 
wide x 19.6 inches deep. Billed as 13 columns wide.
e. Tabloid Size (special sections and The Rivah Visitor’s Guide). 
Column sizes remain the same and there are 5 columns per page. 
Size of printed area: 9.1083 inches (wide) x 10.95 inches (deep). 

11. SPECIAL CLASSIFICATIONS

a. Political Rate: Card rate as earned, payable in advance. 
Political ads must conform to all state and federal re quirements, 
including disclaimer statements.
b. Position Charges: Position cannot be purchased nor com-
mitted, but ads will be placed in best position to accommo date 
requests. Priority is based on quantity of space purchased.
c. Charity Rate:
libraries and charitable groups consisting primarily of volunteers: 
$9.00 per column inch.
d. Business Directory: $9.00 per col. inch (8-week run); $8.00 
per col. inch (12-week run and over). The deadline for submission 
is 5 p.m. Friday. 
e. Church Directory: Listing of services and contact information. 
Up to 10 lines, $5 per week; up to 15 lines, $7 per week.

12. CLASSIFIED RATES (net)

a. Up to 25 words: First week $8.50, each additional week 
$7.50. 13 week special $65. $.34 per word for ads over 25 
words.
b. Joint rate with Southside Sentinel, Urbanna (fees apply at 
each paper): Up to 25 words: First week $7.50, each additional 
week $6.50. 13 week special $50. $.30 per word for ads over 
25 words.
c. -
cial type styles), Legals, Notices, Resolutions, Memorials . . . 
$1.50 per line (9 line minimum).
d.
payable in advance: Personal, Card of Thanks, Moving/Yard 

e.

f.
g. These add ons are available: Photo $20/week; Banner $10/
week; Bold $1/word; Border $10/week; Proof of Publication 
$6/week; Highlight $15/week; Underline $1/word; Uppercase 
$1/word.
13. CIRCULATION
No refunds are issued for subscriptions.
The Record, established in 1916, covers Lancaster, Northum-
berland and lower Richmond counties in the Northern Neck. 
Circulation: 5,577 every Thursday except the last week of 
December, when no paper is published. Cost: $1 single copy.
Subscription prices: $38 per year in the counties of Lancaster, 
Northumberland, Richmond, Westmoreland and Middlesex. 
$49 per year elsewhere. $44 per year for part-time residents 
changing to a nonlocal address for more than three months. $36 
for students (mailed September through May). Add e-Edition 
access for $1 per month. e-Edition only: $30 per year.
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Sample Ad Sizes 

Rappahannock Record

6 col. x 20”

Full Page

10.955” x 19.6”

$1,230

RAPPAHANNOCK RECORDKilmarnock • Virginia

6 col. x 10”

Half Page

10.955” x 10”

$615

4 col. x 8”

7.2617”x 8”
$328 2

 c
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per column inch rate: $10.25
Custom ad design included  • Quantity discounts are available

RAPPAHANNOCK RECORDKilmarnock • Virginia
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Sample Ad Sizes 

Rappahannock Record

5 col. x 6”

1/4 Page

9.1083” x 6”
$307.50

3 col. x 8”

5.415” x 8”
$246

2 col. x  4”

3.5683” x 4”
$82
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 c
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3 col. x 3”

5.415” x 3”
$92.25

2 col. x 2”
3.5683” x 2”

$41

1 col. x 3”
1.7217” x 3”

$30.75

RAPPAHANNOCK RECORDKilmarnock • Virginia RAPPAHANNOCK RECORDKilmarnock • Virginia

3 col. x 5”

5.415” x 5”

$153.75
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Expand your coverage
by advertising in both the Record and 

the Southside Sentinel in Urbanna.

from Kilmarnock to Urbanna, from Deltaville to Reedville, 

Lancaster, Middlesex, Northumberland counties & beyond!

Our special 
Combination Ad Rate

gives you an audience of over 12,800
readers* in the Rappahannock Record, 
Kilmarnock, and over 7,400 readers* 
in the Southside Sentinel, Urbanna.

PLUS: You save 14% when 
compared to open rates in each paper!

Record: 804-435-1701
Sentinel: 804-758-2328

*National Newspaper Association survey

Red
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 Vol. 119, No. 17

Urbanna, Virginia 23175  •  July 25, 2013

Two Sections  •  75¢

SSentinel.com

Serving Middlesex County and adjacent areas of the Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck since 1896
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Two proposed ordinances would 

give Middlesex County the author-

ity to order unsafe and/or “blighted” 

structures be repaired. 

The ordinances also authorize the 

county to perform repairs if the owner 

does not, and secure payment for the 

work from the property owner. 

On Tuesday, August 6, at 7 p.m., 

the Middlesex Board of Supervi-

sors will hold a public hearing on the 

proposed ordinance aimed at secur-

ing unsafe structures. The board also 

will hold a second public hearing on 

“blight abatement,” which relates 

to “deteriorating properties, includ-

ing the improvements and the land 

on which they are built,” that have a 

harmful “effect on property values 

and the quality of life in the area sur-

rounding them.”
After being notifi ed by the county 

of specifi c repairs or improvements 

Proposed ordinances target 

unsafe, ‘blighted’ structures

by Tom Chillemi

that are needed to be made to the 

unsafe structure, the property owner 

would have 30 days to respond. 

The county could secure the struc-

ture to “prevent unauthorized access 

to the building within 7 days of such 

notice if the structure is deemed to 

pose a signifi cant threat to public 

safety and such fact is stated in a 

notice.”If the owner does not respond, all 

costs incurred by the county to repair 

the property would be charged to the 

owner, and if unpaid would consti-

tute a property lien, enforceable the 

same as a tax lien. 
The proposed ordinance states, “In 

order to facilitate the sale of the prop-

erty, such liens may be waived by the 

county, but only to a purchaser who 

is unrelated by blood or marriage to 

the owner and who has no business 

association with the owner. All liens 

shall remain a personal obligation of 

the owner of the property at the time 

the liens were imposed.”

In addition, a civil penalty of 

$1,000 may be assessed against the 

owner.

Blighted Property 

“Blighted property” means any 

structure “that endangers the public’s 

health, safety or welfare because the 

structure or improvement upon the 

property is dilapidated, deteriorated, 

or violates minimum health and 

safety standards.”
The property owner would have 

30 days to respond to written notice 

with a plan to fi x the blight within a 

reasonable time. Failure to respond 

could trigger the county to “prepare a 

proposed plan to abate the spot blight, 

request the Board of Supervisors to 

declare the property is blighted by 

ordinance, and request the Board of 

Supervisors to approve the proposed 

plan to abate the spot blight.” The 

(See Ordinance, page A3)

How hot is it? Well, when it comes 

to paving, asphalt comes out of the 

dump truck at 305 degrees.

The transfer machine mixes it up 

and delivers it via conveyor belt to the 

paver. Two workers stand on the back 

of the paver inches above the laid 

asphalt that has now “cooled” to 279 

degrees—that’s still hot enough for an 

egg to start cooking as soon as it hits 

the asphalt.Crewman Alvin Turner, who has 

been paving 15 years, said they 

used to heat up food by wrapping 

it in aluminum foil, placing it at the 

edge of the freshly laid pavement 

and covering it with a little asphalt 

At 279 degrees, freshly laid asphalt is hot enough to fry an egg.  
(Photo by Tom Chillemi)

Extreme heat: 
The work must go on

by Tom Chillemi
for a few minutes.

The crewmen of Lee Hy Paving are 

accustomed to heat—they have to be. 

Even in July and the hottest part of 

the summer, they work 14 hour days, 

starting at 5 a.m. and going until the 

edge of darkness.
Foreman Junior Long said the men 

have to pace themselves in extreme 

weather temperatures that approach 

triple digits, as they did last week. 

Heat is a necessary part of laying 

asphalt, said Long, 55, who has 

been paving for 34 years. “This stuff 

(asphalt) is made to work in the heat,” 

he said, as the crew worked a sec-

tion of Route 198 at Cobbs Creek in 

Mathews County. “You get the best 

job when it’s hot.”

The Virginia Department of Trans-

portation (VDOT) has funded $1 mil-

lion to modify the intersection of Route 

17 and Route 17 Business North, said 

Sean Trapani, residency administra-

tor for VDOT’s Saluda offi ce. The 

intersection is in front of Food Lion in 

Saluda. The project will be funded through a 

program designated to enhance safety, 

said Trapani. He explained that a 3-year 

review of traffi c crash data gathered by 

VDOT found there were 12 reported 

crashes at the intersection between 

2009 and 2011 that resulted in injuries 

and/or property damage greater than 

$1,500. There were three crashes in 

2009, fi ve in 2010 and 4 in 2011.

The proposed traffi c pattern would 

VDOT to modify Food Lion intersection   

No traffi c signal warranted

by Tom Chillemi

use the north entrance to Food Lion, 

and the existing primary entrance, said 

Trapani. Motorists on Route 17 Busi-

ness would no longer be able to drive 

straight across Route 17 into Food Lion 

via the existing primary entrance.

VDOT’s plan is to have all traffi c that 

is leaving Saluda on Business Route 17 

turn right onto Route 17. Those who 

want to enter Food Lion would imme-

diately merge into the left lane and then 

into the proposed left turn lane at the 

proposed new crossover. This median 

crossover would be for entering only, 

he explained. Motorists would enter 

through the existing north entrance to 

Food Lion (see diagram).

Motorists leaving the north entrance 

of Food Lion who want to go to 

Saluda, would turn right onto Route 17 

(south), merge into the left lane, and 

then into the left turn lane leading to 

the intersection of Route 17 Business, 

where they could turn left and proceed 

to Saluda.Vehicles approaching from the south 

could still turn left from Route 17 at the 

current intersection. Raised curbing in 

the median of the intersection would 

funnel traffi c to the correct place.

Motorists coming from Saluda who 

want to go south on Route 17 would 

fi rst turn right and then make a U-turn 

at the proposed turn lane and median 

crossover. Current counts indicate 

there are only approximately 8 vehicles 

daily on Route 17 Business that turn 

south onto Route 17, said Trapani.

The project is still in the design 

phase, he noted, and new stormwater 

regulations that went into effect on 

July 1 will have to be incorporated, 

Trapani said. 
(See Intersection, page A9)

The Middlesex County School 

Board has unanimously approved 

“Navigation 2020,” a school division-

wide strategic plan for the next six 

years (2013-2019).
The plan calls for a vision that “pre-

pares students for excellence in the 

local and global economies of tomor-

row.” The mission is “in a safe and per-

sonalized learning environment, the 

school system will prepare students 

to be successful learners, citizens, 

and leaders . . . through exceptional 

School board adopts strategic plan

by Larry Chowning
teaching and learning opportunities 

characterized by inquiry, innovation 

and partnerships.”
The goal of the plan is that by 

2020 all students will be on a path to 

graduate on time, and be prepared to 

become productive citizens.

The strategic plan calls for focus-

ing on teaching and assessing the 

skills that students will need in order 

to thrive as learners, citizens and lead-

ers. “All Middlesex County Public 

School students will be academically 

profi cient, exceeding standards and 

certifi cation criteria; effective think-

ers, collaborators and communicators; 

independent, responsible citizens and 

future oriented, with goals and pas-

sion,” the report states.

In other matters at its July 8 meet-

ing, the board:dent Dr. Thomas W. Taylor has passed 

his fi rst “superintendent evaluation” 

with “fl ying colors.”
“The marks are excellent in all 

stages,” said school board chairman 

Garland Harrow. “We are excited to 

(See Dr. Taylor, page A9)

Light colors refl ect light, and 

dark colors absorb sunlight.

To illustrate this, temperature 

readings were taken with an infra-

red thermometer of various sur-

faces on a day that was 88º at 3:30 

p.m. (Offi cial temperatures are 

taken in the shade. The tempera-

ture in the sun would be higher.)

A white car hood was 141 

degrees while a black SUV was 181 

degrees. The windows were up in 

both vehicles and the dash boards, 

which were in full sun, were 156 

degrees and 155 degrees,  respec-

tively. The shady sides varied only 

slightly at around 115 degrees.

A dark truck’s hood was 171 

degrees and the interior was 126 

degrees. Later in the day, a white Honda’s 

hood was 142 degrees and the inte-

rior averaged 138 degrees. The 

black SUV was still 181 degrees at 

the hood and the interior  averaged 

145 degrees.In contrast, the interior of a dark 

station wagon that had just been 

driven without air conditioning 

An infrared thermometer puts 

a number to summer.

It’s a matter of degrees
by Tom Chillemi

(See Degrees, page A2)
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About 200 people attended a 
groundbreaking Friday at Middlesex 
High School to kick off construction 
of the new Syd Thrift Athletic Com-
plex. Work on the $3.5 million project 
began Monday.

Middlesex School Superintendent 
Dr. Thomas Taylor said the proj-
ect would not have been possible 
without the support of the Friends 
of Middlesex High School, a group 
organized specifi cally to spearhead 
building the new facility. 

“Oftentimes we hear, ‘Why are we 
building a sports complex?’ Well, I 
can tell you right now, there is a direct 
correlation of student success in the 
classroom and those students involved 

A well-attended formal groundbreaking was held Friday, July 12, at Middlesex High School to kick off 
construction of the Syd Thrift Athletic Complex. The construction phase of the $3.5 million project began 
Monday. Taking part in Friday’s ceremony are, from left, Johnny Fleet, Robert (Bob) Henkel, Carolyn Boxley 
and Dolly Thrift, all members of Friends of Middlesex High School; school board chair Garland Harrow; 
school superintendent Dr. Thomas Taylor; and county supervisor Jack Miller.    (Photo by Larry Chowning)

‘It’s going to provide a sense of pride 
for our community and our school’
Athletic complex
construction
begins at MHS

by Larry Chowning

in extra-curricular activities,” said 
Dr. Taylor. “For a variety of reasons, 
extra-curricular activities give stu-
dents additional skills that help them 
be successful in the classroom and 
successful in life. And as we look for-
ward to this project, we are looking 
forward to not only the impact it will 
have on the fi eld but in the classroom 
as well.” 

Jeannie Duke said she is thrilled 
to be principal of MHS during the 
time the new sports complex will be 
built. “Student activities connect stu-
dents to their school and it often has 
a very positive impact on their lives,” 
she said. “I’m so happy we are here 
to move some ground. It’s going to be 
an exciting thing to happen and, most 
importantly, it’s going to provide a 
sense of pride for our community and 
our school.”

MHS students D’Angelo King and 
Leigh Harrow expressed the impor-
tant role the new sports facility will 
play with students. King said sports 
motivates and inspires students to 

achieve goals. “This is an important 
element in having a successful life,” 
he said. 

Harrow said the new sports com-
plex will help teach a lifetime lesson 
to students. “I’ve learned a lot from 
school athletics; the most important 
thing being not to be selfi sh,” she 
said.

Carlton Revere, chair of the county 
board of supervisors, was delayed and 
missed the opening ceremony.  County 
administrator Matt Walker delivered 
an address prepared by Revere. 

“This is a moment that is a culmina-
tion of a lot of effort, meetings, phone 
calls, discussion, and blood, sweat and 
tears,” wrote Revere in his address. 
“It’s important to recognize the effort 
and understand that we are not quite 
done. There is still more sweat equity 
to put into the project. The efforts that 
are forthcoming are indicative of what 
we hope students will experience on 
these new facilities—the experience 

The concession stand/restroom facilities at Middlesex High School were torn down Tuesday to clear the way 
for the Syd Thrift Athletic Complex at MHS.                                                        (Photo by Larry Chowning)

(See Complex, page A8)

Support shown for
Neighborhood Watch

The Middlesex County Board 
of Supervisors and the Offi ce of 
the County Administrator have 
announced the appointment of the 
county’s fi rst Emergency Service 
Coordinator. After a search and 
interview process, Mark R. Nugent, 
a retired Battalion Chief from the 
Chesterfi eld Department of Fire and 
EMS, has accepted the position. 

Chief Nugent served a decorated 
38-year career with Chesterfi eld 
Fire and EMS, which began in 1975 
when he joined the department as 
a 16-year-old volunteer fi refi ghter. 
Nugent was hired as a fi refi ghter in 
1978, and worked his way through 
the organization for the past 35 years, 
rising to the rank of Battalion Chief, 
a position he held for 14 years. 

He held numerous positions 
throughout his rise in the organiza-
tion, including Company Offi cer, 
Administrative Offi cer, Deputy Fire 
Marshal, Grants Administrator, 
Assistant to the Fire Chief and Oper-
ations Battalion Chief.  

Chief Nugent has associate degrees 
in both fi re science and emergency 
medical service management, and a 
bachelor’s degree in organizational 
management and development. 

Chief Nugent is a member of the 
Central Virginia All-Hazards Inci-
dent Management Team and is the 
FEMA IV Marketing/Public Rela-
tions Representative for the national 
All-Hazards Incident Management 
Team Association. 

In 1994, Chief Nugent was selected 
as the “Outstanding Company Offi -
cer of the Year,” and in 1995 he was 
selected as the Chesterfi eld County 
“Employee of the Year.” 

Emergency Service 
Coordinator hired

Chief Nugent is actively involved 
in the fi eld of Fire and Emergency 
Medical Services on the local and 
national level, and is a member of the 
Virginia State Firefi ghters Associa-
tion, Virginia Fire Chiefs Association, 
the Virginia Emergency Management 
Association and International Asso-
ciation of Fire Chiefs. Chief Nugent 
has lectured extensively on the state 
and national level, is a published 
author, and is co-author of the book 
and website “The Community Fire 
Safety Operational Guide.”

Nugent is no stranger to the team 
of volunteer fi re departments of 

Mark R. Nugent

The Middlesex County Board of 
Supervisors has tabled a vote on hold-
ing a meals tax referendum and also 
on holding a public hearing on a pro-
posed lodging tax until the board’s 
August 6 meeting when all supervi-
sors are supposed to be present.

Supervisors to discuss meals and 
lodging taxes at August meeting

by Larry Chowning Saluda District supervisor Pete 
Mansfi eld was not at the July 2 board 
meeting and Mansfi eld had advocated 
promoting a meals tax to generate rev-
enue to be used to lower the county’s 
real estate tax rate.

During talks at the July 2 meeting, 
board chairman Carlton Revere sug-
gested if county voters approved a 

meals tax, the revenue could go directly 
into a capital improvement fund. He 
noted these funds could be earmarked 
for specifi c capital improvements and 
would, in effect, keep the real estate 
tax rate down. 

“The funds from a meals tax would 

(See Taxes, page A8)

(See Nugent, page A8)

Board approves contractor 
to build commonwealth’s 
attorney offi ce in courthouse

by Larry Chowning

The Middlesex County Board of 
Supervisors agreed Tuesday, July 2, 
to allow county administrator Matt 
Walker and Gil Entzminger of Enteros 
Designs to fi nalize a contract to build 
the offi ce of the Middlesex Common-
wealth’s Attorney in the basement of 
the new courthouse in Saluda.

The board authorized Walker and 
Entzminger to negotiate with the low 
bidder, Courthouse Construction of 
Gloucester County, at a price not to 
exceed $157,333. The second lowest 
bid was $164,000. Seven fi rms bid on 
the project. 

Enteros Designs is the fi rm hired by 
the county to design the offi ce.

“After our review we have deter-
mined Courthouse Construction to be 
both responsive and responsible per 
county and state requirements,” said 
Walker. “Courthouse Construction 
is listed as a Class A contractor and 
we did not fi nd any complaints. The 
subcontractors that Courthouse Con-
struction proposes to hire are all com-
mercial contractors that Courthouse 
works with frequently, and Court-

house is comfortable with their ability 
to perform. Courthouse has confi rmed 
its bid price and is ready to move for-
ward with fi nal contract negotiations 
and project mobilization.” 

Walker also told supervisors the 
project will cost more than what was 
budgeted. Funds will either have to 
be taken from the contingency fund 
or from the fund balance to move for-
ward with the project, he added.

Initially, it was estimated the cost 
would be about $75,000 to $100,000, 
but that included in-house work by 
county employees, noted Walker.

The current offi ce of the common-
wealth’s attorney is located in rental 
property next door to the courthouse. 
Although Saluda District supervi-
sor Pete Mansfi eld was not at the 
July 2 meeting, he has been the main 
advocate placing the offi ces in the 
basement of the courthouse so rent 
payments can be eliminated.

The vote was three in favor and one 
abstention. Pinetop District supervi-
sor Beth Hurd abstained from voting 
because her husband Mike Hurd is the 
Middlesex County Commonwealth’s 
Attorney.

Some Urbanna residents are con-
cerned that idle teens need structure, 
especially in the summer time.

A recent series of burglaries sparked 
the idea of forming a Neighborhood 
Watch in Urbanna. More than a dozen 
people attended a recent Neighbor-
hood Watch organizational meet-
ing, group coordinator Bill Shuman 
of Urbanna told the Urbanna Town 
Council at Monday’s regular monthly 
meeting. He added that another fi ve or 

six people are interested in helping.
Shuman said there is concern teens 

are hanging out after dark in town 
parks.

The parks close at dusk, said interim 
town administrator Holly Gailey, who 
noted that a sign was stolen seven 
days after it was erected. “There are a 
lot of concerns at Waterman’s Park.”

Middlesex Sheriff David Bushey 
said on Tuesday his offi ce would 
provide support for a Neighborhood 

by Tom Chillemi

(See Watch, page A3)
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in extra-curricular activities,” said 
Dr. Taylor. “For a variety of reasons, 
extra-curricular activities give stu-
dents additional skills that help them 
be successful in the classroom and 
successful in life. And as we look for-
ward to this project, we are looking 
forward to not only the impact it will 
have on the fi eld but in the classroom 
as well.”

Jeannie Duke said she is thrilled 
to be principal of MHS during the 
time the new sports complex will be 
built. “Student activities connect stu-
dents to their school and it often has 
a very positive impact on their lives,” 
she said. “I’m so happy we are here 
to move some ground. It’s going to be 
an exciting thing to happen and, most 
importantly, it’s going to provide a 
sense of pride for our community and 
our school.”

MHS students D’Angelo King and 
Leigh Harrow expressed the impor-
tant role the new sports facility will 
play with students. King said sports 
motivates and inspires students to 

achieve goals. 
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The Hampton Roads Sanitation 

Distri
ct (H

RSD) is 
studying the feasi-

bility
 of applying tre

ated wastewater 

to land, instead of discharging into 

Urbanna Creek, sa
id Jim

 Pyne, direc-

tor of th
e sm

all communities divisio
n 

of H
RSD.

The reasons: 
removing nutrie

nts 

from wastewater is very hard and 

the permitted discharge lim
its 

are 

extremely low. 

“I can’t even discharge drinking 

water,” said Pyne, noting that drink-

ing water picks up enough copper as it 

fl ows th
rough copper pipes th

at when 

it comes out of th
e tap it e

xceeds dis-

charge lim
its f

or tre
ated wastewater. 

They’re off!

Four hundred and sixty runners p
articipated in the Deltaville 5K race last Saturday. The high temperatures 

and humidity could not sto
p 17-year-old Ridge Ellis (

above front, blue headband) fro
m winning the overall 

title
 with a tim

e of 17:43. Ellis i
s a risi

ng junior at Middlesex High School and is th
e current Region A cross-

country, 
1,600 meters and 800 meters champion. Former MHS standout Olivia Cloud of Topping, who now 

See race results o
n page B2 inside and see more photos at www.SSentinel.com.  (P

hoto by Tom Hardin)

On July 2, the Middlesex Board 

of S
upervisors a

dopted a resolution 

establish
ing fi v

e zones w
here sewer 

service and central water could be 

offered. 

Although it will 
be years before 

central water and wastewater se
rvice 

comes to
 so

me areas o
f M

iddlesex, 

establish
ing “service areas” is 

a fi rs
t 

step by the county, which is w
orking 

with Hampton Roads Sanitation Dis-

tric
t (H

RSD) to
 develop “decentral-

ized” wastewater se
rvice. 

Instead of laying a pipeline and 

pumping the wastewater to
 a dista

nt 

treatment plant, HRSD is consider-

ing sm
aller tre

atment plants i
n areas 

specifi e
d by the county, sa

id county 

administr
ator M

att W
alker.   

The effl u
ent could be applied to 

land. The decentralized approach 

would direct development to
 service 

areas and retain the “rural character” 

of th
e areas in

 between, sa
id Walker.

Localitie
s, n

ot HRSD, m
ust d

ecide 

where wastewater service is to be 

offered, said Jim
 Pyne, director of 

the HRSD Small C
ommunitie

s D
ivi-

sion. 

The adopted plan list
s th

e Urbanna-

Saluda area as the top priority
, 

because the Urbanna plant needs to
 

be replaced (se
e related sto

ry).

Another area to be served in Saluda 

is o
n the east s

ide of O
akes L

anding 

Road.

Service to the Deltaville
 area 

would begin along Route 33, east o
f 

Amburg, and encompass the Broad 

Creek area. All o
f D

eltaville
 is i

n the 

eventual se
rvice area.

Other 
proposed service areas 

include the Harmony Villa
ge area at 

the intersection of R
outes 33 and 3, 

Locust H
ill, 

and Grey’s P
oint Camp. 

In Hartfi e
ld, the fi rs

t area to get 

service would be the commercial 

areas along Route 33, followed by 

County adds 

central water 

to proposed

sewer areas

by Tom Chillemi

(See Water, page A2)

On Sunday about 6:30 p.m., a 

Syringa woman drove her car in 

reverse and crashed through the fro
nt 

of th
e 7-Eleven at Hartfi e

ld. 

Major Mickey Sampson of the 

Middlesex County Sheriff
’s Offi c

e 

said no one required medical treat-

ment, and after the accident depu-

ties drove the woman to her home on 

Syringa Road. The car was removed 

from the building by a wrecker.

The incident occurred on private 

property and was handled by the Sher-

iff’s Offi c
e. “It’s 

not considered an 

automobile accident, w
hich would fall 

under th
e auspices of th

e State Police,” 

said Sampson. No one at th
e accident 

was charged, but there may be pending 

charges concerning property damage.

A car driven by a Syringa resident crashed through the fro
nt of th

e 

the check out counter.    
      

      
      

      
     (

Photo by Larry Chowning)

No one hurt a
s car 

crashes into 7-Eleven

by Larry Chowning

Middlesex building offi c
ial David 

Selph was at the scene. He said the 

vehicle did minor st
ructural damage, 

broke in the glass f
ront, and knocked a 

wooden corner of th
e building around 

about an inch and a half. “
All th

at glass 

and metal panels w
ere non-str

uctural,” 

he said.

“I don’t k
now if 

someone got con-

fused between the gas and brake pedals 

or w
hat,” Selph said. “Whatever th

ey 

did they had to gun it p
retty good to 

get it 
up in there. The car w

as about 

three feet from the counter where 

people pay.

“I talked to the manager and told 

her th
at sh

e could continue to operate 

and that it w
as sa

fe stru
cturally,” Selph 

said. “She said she already had noti-

fi ed maintenance people to come and 

repair th
e building.”

The sky over Urbanna Creek sparkled during Urbanna’s In
dependence 

Day celebration on Friday.    
      

      
      

      
  (Photo by Tom Chillemi)

Beautifu
l bursts

HRSD looking at 

disposing effl uent 

via land application

by Tom Chillemi

Phosphorus and nitro
gen are nutri-

ents th
at are fertili

zers, 
and in a land 

application they will b
e taken up by 

plants. I
f discharged into water, th

ese 

nutrie
nts c

ause algae to bloom to the 

detrim
ent of aquatic life

.

Currently, tw
o wastewater tre

atment 

plants d
ischarge into Urbanna Creek. 

One serves th
e Town of U

rbanna and 

has a discharge permit for 100,000 

gallons per day (GPD). The other 

plant serves the Middle Peninsula 

Regional Security
 Center in Saluda 

and the Middlesex County Offi c
e 

Complex. Its 
permitted discharge is 

about 16,000 (G
PD).

The fi rst
 priority

 is replacing the 

(See Effl uent, page A8)

Middlesex County School Super-

intendent D
r. T

homas Taylor to
ld the 

school board Monday that he has “rat-

ifi ed” a contract for $2.872 millio
n 

with Loughridge & Company LLC 

of R
ichmond for th

e constru
ction of 

the Syd Thrift 
Athletic Complex at 

Middlesex High School in
 Saluda. 

Dr. Taylor also announced there will 

be a groundbreaking ceremony for th
e 

project at 3 p.m. on Friday, Ju
ly 12, on 

the MHS softball fi 
eld. 

Loughridge will s
tart to

 work on the 

project next week, sa
id Dr. Taylor. 

In May, th
e school board voted to 

empower D
r. T

aylor to
 negotiate and 

sign a contract fo
r constru

ction of th
e 

new athletic fi e
lds and buildings. H

e 

reported in May that th
e fi n

al contract 

for constru
ction was pending negotia-

tion and ratifi c
ation, and that details 

were close to being fi n
alized.

The groundbreaking will 
include 

members of the Middlesex County 

Board of Supervisors, 
Middlesex 

County School Board, The Friends 

of M
iddlesex County Public Schools 

Board of Directors, 
and represen-

tatives from Bay Design Group, 

Loughridge & Company, Progress 

Engineers, 
SMS Architects, 

Dunlap 

& Partners, J
oseph C. Jo

nes In
c., and 

Church View Septic Service.

Construction to begin next 

week on athletic complex

Groundbreaking

set fo
r Friday

by Larry Chowning

Leukemia Cup Regatta

activities begin Friday

The 15th annual Southern Chesa-

peake Leukemia Cup Regatta, voted 

best r
egatta on the bay by the readers 

of “Chesapeake Bay Magazine” for 

the second year in
 a row, ta

kes place 

this w
eekend July 12-14 in Deltaville. 

It will 
be hosted by Stingray Point 

Marina and is sponsored by Sting-

ray Harbour Yacht Club (SHYC) and 

Fishing Bay Yacht Club (FBYC).

Longtim
e co-chairs 

of the event 

are Carolyn Norton Schmalenberger 

and Judy Buis o
f D

eltaville. “We are 

very excited about this m
ilestone 15th 

annual re
gatta,” said Schmalenberger 

this week. “The goal this year is to 

raise $150,000.00 to commemorate 

the 15th anniversary. 

“Judy and I le
ad a team of very ded-

icated committee members w
ho work 

year-around leading up to the July 

event each year. T
he team is a

 closely 

knit g
roup of people fro

m Hampton 

to Richmond to Deltaville. We all 

have one thing in common—to raise 

the most m
oney for th

e missi
on!” said 

Schmalenberger. 

The people of Middlesex County 

have rallied behind this event since 

the fi rs
t re

gatta was held in Deltaville 

in 2000. The fi rs
t year, th

e event w
as 

in Hampton, but m
oved to Deltaville 

(See Regatta, page A8)

Thursday, May 17, 2018

The lower Northern Neck’s most complete news source since 1916www.rrecord.com

75¢  Volume 101 No. 32

6
56525 10491

6

Business....C7-8, D3-4

Calendar...................B2 Churches..............B4-6

Classified .............D1-3 Directory ................D5

Notices ....................D4 Obituaries ................B5

Opinion ................A6-8 Police........................ A4

Schools ................ C4-6 Sports .................. C1-3

Upcoming....................B1-3

T he Foundation for Historic Christ 

Church invites the community to 

celebrate its 60th anniversary May 18 

through 20.Historic Christ Church & Museum, 

420 Christ Church Road, Weems will 

offer free admission for the museum 

and guided tours of the church from 

10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday and 1to 4 

p.m. Sunday. Visitors also can tour 

the research library from 1 to 4 p.m. 

each day, where they can see a vari-

ety of interesting records related to 

Christ Church, Lancaster County and 

the Carter family, reported publicity 

volunteer Barbara Mait.

From 4 to 6 p.m. Saturday, the 

Virginia Symphony Orchestra’s 

Chesapeake String Quartet will 

perform “From Beethoven to Boro-

din: Beloved Masterworks with the 

Chesapeake String Quartet.” Tickets 

are $25 and can be purchased at 

christchurch1735.tickeleap.com or at 

the door. Libations will be available 

during intermission, said Mait.

American Evolution 2019 execu-

tive director Kathy Spangler will 

present the keynote address, “Ameri-

can Evolution: Stories from across 

400 Years of Virginia History” at the 

foundation’s 60th annual meeting on 

Friday.For a schedule of weekend activi-

ties visit www.christchurch1735.org.

The foundation formed in the 

spring of 1958 with a group of 

people who recognized the impor-

tance of preserving and sustaining 

Christ Church, which was con-

structed by Robert “King” Carter 

and completed in 1735. The friend-

ship between Louise Dawe, wife of 

Grace Episcopal Church’s senior 

warden, and Helen Bullock, historian 

of the National Trust for Historic 

Preservation, sparked the mission of 

Preview in the park

A Hometown Heroes Preview Party will be held from 3 to 5 p.m. Saturday, 

May 19, at Town Centre Park, 150 North Main Street, Kilmarnock. The 

party, to launch the town’s annual banner display paying tribute to local 

veterans, will open with a ceremony inducting the 2018 honorees.  America’s 

Sweethearts will offer a choral “History through Harmony.” This is a free, 

family-friendly event. Above, Brian McArdle and his grandson, Brock Miles, 

found their relative in the Steptoe’s District banner exhibit.

Foundation for Historic Christ Church plans weekend celebration

This circa 1884 image is the oldest known photograph of Christ Church. 

By the late 19th century the church suffered from neglect and was used 

infrequently. Since 1958 the Foundation for Historic Christ Church has led 

preservation efforts at the National Historic Landmark site.

From left are Foundation for Historic Christ Church president Steve Harris, 

executive director Doug Walker and American Evolution 2019 executive 

director Kathy Spangler.
preserving the building to the highest 

standards while keeping it accessible 

to parishioners and visitors. 

A year after its formation, the 

foundation undertook archaeological 

investigations to uncover the original 

brick wall that enclosed the church. 

This began a tradition of research, 

preservation and education that con-

tinues to flourish, said Mait. 

From 1965 to 1975, the founda-

tion carried out major preservation 

projects on the church’s doors, plas-

ter walls, windows and stone steps. 

More recent projects include conser-

vation of the church’s entablature, the 

IRVINGTON—Mike 
Merrill 

resigned from the Irvington Town 

Council at the May 10 meeting.

The move followed the resigna-

tion last month of four town plan-

ning commission members, including 

Merrill as council’s liaison, over their 

objection to council’s “lack of faith” 

and interference with the “indepen-

dent” commission’s work.  

Merrill, whose council term ends 

August 30, made his resignation 

effective at the end of the meeting. He 

did not specify a reason for resigning 

but did make a recommendation for 

his replacement. Resigning effective 

at the close of the meeting allowed 

him to participate in selecting three 

new planners and his replacement on 

council.After a closed session, council gave 

unanimous approval to appoint Cary 

Schneider and Al Pollard Sr. to plan-

ning commission terms ending in 

February 2020, and Albert D. “Tripp” 

Bugg III to a term ending in October 

2020. They replace Bill Young, Ed 

Sulick and Frank Tetrick.

Merrill’s 
recommendation 

of 

Bonnie Schaschek to serve out the 

remaining three months of his term 

on council was supported on a 5-0 

vote. Member Wayne Nunnally did 

not attend the meeting.

Schaschek, who has been serving 

on the planning commission, also was 

appointed as council’s liaison with 

that group. Schaschek was elected to 

council May 1 for a four-year term 

that begins September 1.

In other business, council tabled 

a decision on supporting a no wake 

zone on Carter Creek pending the 

hiring of a town attorney to replace 

Wes Charlton who recently took a job 

at Christchurch School.

During the public comments sec-

tion, Julie Harris expressed opposi-

tion to no wake zones on the creek. 

“The public water should remain 

open to the public,” she said.

Supporting a no wake zone and rep-

resenting marina owners on the creek, 

Tom Chapman asked the town to pay 

25% of the $2,800 cost to post sig-

nage and three buoys, which equates 

to $700.  “The marinas and yacht club would 

maintain the signage at no additional 

cost to the town,” said Chapman. 

Only the main branch of the creek 

would have a no wake zone and he 

estimated the process would take 

nearly a year.Councilman Mike Bombay asked 

Chapman to put the request in writing. 

During the discussion, other members 

noted there used to be no wake zones 

on the creek and wondered if they are 

still enforceable. 
Mayor Rannie Ransone tabled the 

discussion until an attorney is hired 

who can advise them.

HEATHSVILLE—Following three 

public hearings, the Northumber-

land board of supervisors on May 

10 approved a Virginia Department 

of Transportation secondary road 

plan, an expansion to a marina, and a 

permit to operate a nursery. 

Northern Neck residency adminis-

trator Steve McKeever informed the 

board of the Secondary Six-Year-Plan 

and related construction budget for 

fiscal year 2019.  
The budget totals $50,765 for 2019 

and for the span of six years totals 

$286,123, said McKeever. 

In the first year of the plan, VDOT 

will pursue improvement projects 

on Millwood Lane and Crosshills 

Road. The roads to be considered in 

upcoming years include Driftwood 

Trail; Bunker Hill, Waddeytown, 

Rogers Creek, Mantua, Gilliams and 

Clarktown roads; and Gill, Gascony, 

Carter tombs and its 1897 slate roof.

The foundation earned several 

awards for its preservation work, 

including a citation in 1971 for excel-

lence in historic preservation from the 

National Trust for Historic Preserva-

tion. In 1975, the foundation received 

the Association for the Preservation 

of Virginia Antiquities’ Mary Mason 

Anderson Williams Award for out-

standing work in historic preservation. 

For the 50th anniversary, a $2.1 

million initiative resulted in a com-

pletely renovated Carter Reception 

Center that includes a 21st century 

museum, a newly built Chase Center 

for administrative services, a totally 

remodeled research room and exten-

sive parking and visitor amenities to 

render the site more accessible to all, 

said Mait.Today, Christ Church stands as 

Lancaster County’s only National 

Historic Landmark and one of Amer-

ica’s great buildings. Each year over 

1,000 local students visit free to learn 

about architecture and life in colonial 

Virginia. The foundation also spon-

sors annual speaker series, concerts 

and other special events for the com-

munity. For the past 60 years, thousands of 

volunteers and supporters have given 

their time, talents and treasure to 

preserve this Northern Neck historic 

destination. Visit this weekend and be 

part of the 60th anniversary celebra-

tion.

Merrill vacates town council seat,

Schaschek appointed in his place

by Audrey Thomasson

Northumberland supervisors approve

road schedule and land use permits

by Madison White Franks
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Set your clocks back at

2 a.m. on

Sunday, November 4

IRVINGTON—Golden Eagle Golf Course in 
Irvington will remain open, at least through Decem-
ber 31, 2018, according to Ashley Sheen, corporate 
director of communications for Enchantment Group, 
the parent company of the golf course and Tides Inn 
Resort and Spa. 

Enchantment Group announced early last month 
the course would close permanently on October 30 
and the company would reinvest money saved from 
that closure into projects at Tides Inn. 

However, following the public announcement to 
close the Golden Eagle Club and Grill, a group of 
Irvington investors have come forth with an interest 
to take over operations, reported Sheen. 

“We are committed to the community of Irvington 
and thus Enchantment Group is advancing discus-
sions with the interested parties,” said Sheen. 

“If a potential partnership is not finalized by 
December 31, 2018, the club and grill will likely 
close as originally planned. We are hopeful that we 

will be able to keep the Golden Eagle open as we set 
our sights on master planning for the Tides Inn.”

Golden Eagle’s Don Nelson, PGA professional, 
announced on social media Monday night the 
course’s season had been extended until the end of 
the year.

“The Golden Eagle will not be closing as previ-
ously reported. We are open,” wrote Nelson. “Please 
call us for tee-times and enjoy the grill at the Golden 
Eagle.”

KILMARNOCK—Tuesday, Novem-
ber 6, is Election Day throughout Vir-
ginia. Polls will open at 6 a.m. and close 
at 7 p.m.

In Lancaster and Northumberland 
counties, the ballot will include races for 
U.S. Senate, First District House of Rep-
resentatives and two proposed amend-
ments to the Constitution of Virginia.

“For your vote to count on Election 
Day, you must vote at the precinct where 
you are registered,” reported Robert 
Bennett, vice chairman of the Lancaster 
County Electoral Board. 

To check registrations, contact a Voter 
Registration Office or visit www.elec-
tions.virginia.gov. 

In Lancaster County, residents may 
contact voter registrar Susan Jett at 8311 
Mary Ball Road, Lancaster, call 462-
5277, or email sjett@lancova.com.

In Northumberland County, residents 
may contact registrar Katherine Daven-
port at 72 Monument Place, Heathsville, 
call 580-4655, or email kdavenport@
co.northumberland.va.us.

Precincts
Lancaster County’s six voting pre-

cincts are:
Precinct 101, Upper Lancaster Ruri-

tan Center, 3989 White Chapel Road, 
Lancaster.

Precinct 201, Trinity Episcopal 
Church, 8484 Mary Ball Road, Lan-
caster. 

Precinct 301, White Stone Baptist 
Church, 517 Chesapeake Drive, White 
Stone. 

Precinct 302, Kilmarnock Baptist 
Church, 65 East Church Street, Kilmar-
nock. 

Precinct 401, Grace Episcopal Church, 
303 South Main Street, Kilmarnock. 

Precinct 501, Irvington Baptist 
Church, 53 King Carter Drive, Irvington.

Northumberland County’s six voting 
precincts are:

District 1, precinct 101, Callao Volun-
teer Fire Department, 314 Northumber-
land Highway, Callao.

District 2, precinct 201, St. Stephen’s 
Episcopal Church, 6807 Northumber-
land Highway, Heathsville.

District 3-A, precinct 301, Light of 
Christ Anglican Church, 9500 Northum-
berland Highway, Heathsville.

District 3-B, precinct 302, Mt. Olive 
Baptist Church, 6749 Jessie duPont 
Memorial Highway, Wicomico Church.

District 4, precinct 401, Wicomico 
Parish Church, 5191 Jessie duPont 

Memorial Highway, Wicomico Church.
District 5, precinct 501, Fairfields 

Volunteer Fire Department, 119 Main 
Street, Reedville.

Identification
A photo ID is required to vote, said 

Davenport. Acceptable forms of iden-
tification include a Virginia driver’s 
license, Virginia DMV-issued photo ID, 
U.S. passport, employer-issued photo 
ID, student photo ID issued by a school, 
college or university located in Virginia, 
other U.S. or Virginia government-issued 
photo ID, tribal enrollment or other tribal 
photo ID and a Virginia Voter Photo ID 
card.

“If you do not have an ID you can go 
to your nearest registration office and get 
a photo ID, even on Election Day,” said 
Davenport.

Ballot
On the ballot, U.S. Senate candidates 

are Republican Corey A. Stewart, Dem-
ocrat Timothy M. Kaine and Libertarian 
Matt J. Waters. Voters may pick one.

First District House of Representa-
tive candidates are Republican Robert J. 
“Rob” Wittman and Democrat Vangie A. 
Williams. Voters may pick one.

To write in a qualified candidate who 
is not already on the ballot, voters may 
fill in the red box and write the name of 
the person on the line.

Voters also may vote yes or no on two 
proposed Constitutional amendments. 
To vote on an issue, fill in the red box 
next to yes or no. 

The proposed amendments are:
Question 1: “Should a county, city, or 

town be authorized to provide a partial 
tax exemption for real property that is 
subject to recurrent flooding, if flood-
ing resiliency improvements have been 
made on the property.”

Question 2: “Shall the real property 
tax exemption for a primary residence 
that is currently provided to the surviv-
ing spouses of veterans who had a one 
hundred percent service-connected, per-
manent and total disability be amended 
to allow the surviving spouse to move 
to a different primary residence and still 
claim the exemption.”       

“According to Virginia political 
analyst Larry J. Sabato, ‘Every elec-
tion is determined by the people who 
show up,’” said Bennett. “This is your 
chance to show up and vote for the 
way you want this country and state 
to be represented and accomplish 
important work.”

Congressional races and
Constitutional questions 
are on November 6 ballots

Golden Eagle Golf Club in Irvington was busy over the weekend as golfers played “one last round” before the course was scheduled to close. However, Enchantment 
Group, which owns the Tides Inn and Golden Eagle, announced this week the course will remain open through December 31 and possibly beyond. Photo by Lisa 
Hinton-Valdrighi

Golden Eagle Golf Club closure is postponed

The Boys & Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck (BGCNN) cel-

ebrated their 10th anniversary Thurs-
day, October 25, with Reach for the 
Stars, a fundraising dinner.

The guest speaker retired NASA 
mathematician, data analyst and 
aeronautical engineer Dr. Christine 
Mann Darden, a scientist whose 
contributions to her field were high-
lighted in the book Hidden Figures. 

Dr. Darden, who spent 40 years 
working for NASA, was the first 
African American person to be 
promoted into the Senior Executive 
Service at Langley Research Center, 
the highest rank in the federal civil 
service. 

She spoke about her love for 
mathematics, which developed at an 
early age, and how she struggled to 
advance in her field as a professional 
woman and person of color. 

Before she was hired by NASA in 
1967, she overcame numerous social 
and economic obstacles which might 
have prevented her from pursuing her 
dream, said Dr. Darden. Because her 
father worried that a woman of color 
would never find work as a mathema-
tician, she originally majored in math 
education but, instead of resigning 
herself to a lifetime of teaching 
multiplication tables, took advanced 
mathematics classes on the side to 
prepare herself for graduate school. 

“With all the math classes that I 
had taken I was really disappointed 

Members of the Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck perform “Somewhere Over the Rainbow.”

Boys & Girls Club reaches for the stars

Dr. Christine Darden speaks about her experiences working for NASA as a 
woman of color in the 60s. 

Honoring World
War I veterans

November 11, 2018, marks the 100th 
anniversary of the end of World War I. 
The Rappahannock Record is planning 
a special tribute to World War I veterans.

Please submit the names and home-
towns of family members, friends or 
neighbors who served in World War I as 
well as their branch of service. The dead-
line is 5 p.m. November 5.

Submit the items by email to editor@
rapprecord.com; by mail, Rappahan-
nock Record, P.O. Box 400, Kilmarnock, 
VA 22482; or 27 North Main Street, 
Kilmarnock.

by Megan Schiffres

when I learned how to do the math 
problems but I was never told or 
shown what those problems applied 
to, what in the real world do you use 
those equations for? And that’s what 
I really, really liked. So, I decided I 
wanted to get my master’s degree in 
applied mathematics and that is what 
I did,” she said. 

While working as a full-time 
teacher in Portsmouth, Dr. Darden 
continued to pursue mathematics by 
attending graduate school on Friday 

evenings at Virginia State College in 
Petersburg. 

“So after I worked all day the day 
of Friday, I left to drive 80 miles 
to Petersburg, sat in class for three 
hours and then drove home. And 
driving home, half the time my 
head would be out the window so I 
wouldn’t fall asleep or I would be 
slapping my face or chewing gum or 
something to stay awake. But I am 

REACHING, continued on page A2
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IRVINGTON—Golden Eagle Golf Course in 
Irvington will remain open, at least through Decem-
ber 31, 2018, according to Ashley Sheen, corporate 
director of communications for Enchantment Group, 
the parent company of the golf course and Tides Inn 
Resort and Spa.

Enchantment Group announced early last month 
the course would close permanently on October 30 
and the company would reinvest money saved from 
that closure into projects at Tides Inn. 

However, following the public announcement to 
close the Golden Eagle Club and Grill, a group of 
Irvington investors have come forth with an interest 
to take over operations, reported Sheen. 

“We are committed to the community of Irvington 
and thus Enchantment Group is advancing discus-
sions with the interested parties,” said Sheen.

“If a potential partnership is not finalized by
December 31, 2018, the club and grill will likely 
close as originally planned. We are hopeful that we

will be able to keep the Golden Eagle ope
our sights on master planning for the Tide

Golden Eagle’s Don Nelson, PGA pr
announced on social media Monday 
course’s season had been extended until 
the year.

“The Golden Eagle will not be closing
ously reported. We are open,” wrote Nelso
call us for tee-times and enjoy the grill at t
Eagle.”
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Golden Eagle Golf Club in Irvington was busy over the weekend as golfers played “one last round” before the course was scheduled to close. However, Enc
Group, which owns the Tides Inn and Golden Eagle, announced this week the course will remain open through December 31 and possibly beyond. Ph
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Golden Eagle Golf Club closure is postpone

The Boys & Girls Club of the 
Northern Neck (BGCNN) cel-

ebrated their 10th anniversary Thurs-
day, October 25, with Reach for the 
Stars, a fundraising dinner.

The guest speaker retired NASA 
mathematician, data analyst and 
aeronautical engineer Dr. Christine 
Mann Darden, a scientist whose 
contributions to her field were high-
lighted in the book Hidden Figures. 

Dr. Darden, who spent 40 years 
working for NASA, was the first 
African American person to be 
promoted into the Senior Executive
Service at Langley Research Center, 
the highest rank in the federal civil 
service. 

She spoke about her love for 
mathematics, which developed at an
early age, and how she struggled to 
advance in her field as a professional 
woman and person of color. 

Before she was hired by NASA in
1967, she overcame numerous social 
and economic obstacles which might 
have prevented her from pursuing her 
dream, said Dr. Darden. Because her 
father worried that a woman of color 
would never find work as a mathema-
tician, she originally majored in math
education but, instead of resigning 
herself to a lifetime of teaching 
multiplication tables, took advanced 
mathematics classes on the side to 
prepare herself for graduate school.

“With all the math classes that I 
had taken I was really disappointed 

Members of the Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck perform “Somewhere Over the Rainbow.”

Boys & Girls Club reaches for the stars

Dr. Christine Darden speaks about her experiences working for NASA as a 
woman of color in the 60s. 

by Megan Schiffresy

when I learned how to do the math 
problems but I was never told or 
shown what those problems applied 
to, what in the real world do you use 
those equations for? And that’s what 
I really, really liked. So, I decided I 
wanted to get my master’s degree in 
applied mathematics and that is what 
I did,” she said. 

While working as a full-time 
teacher in Portsmouth, Dr. Darden 
continued to pursue mathematics by 
attending graduate school on Friday 

evenings at Virginia State College in 
Petersburg.

“So after I worked all day the day
of Friday, I left to drive 80 miles 
to Petersburg, sat in class for three 
hours and then drove home. And 
driving home, half the time my 
head would be out the window so I 
wouldn’t fall asleep or I would be 
slapping my face or chewing gum or 
something to stay awake. But I am 
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WEEMS—“God Bless 
America, 

land that I love” echoed throughout 

Histo
ric Christ

 Church as th
e crowd 

waved American flags in patrio
tic 

pride at a public reading of th
e Decla-

ration of In
dependence July 3. 

The Foundation for H
isto

ric Christ
 

Church and the Cobbs Hall Chap-

ter, National Society Daughters 
of 

the American Revolution, organized 

the celebration in observance of the 

242nd anniversary of th
e Declaration. 

Foundation volunteer C.J. 
Carter 

inspired the event. She attended a 

sim
ilar event in

 Nantucket la
st y

ear, 

said education director and curator 

Robert T
eagle. 

The Second Continental Congress 

declared independence on July 2, a 

date John Adams called the “most 

memorable epocha, in
 the histo

ry of 

America,” and approved the final te
xt 

of th
e document on July 4, sa

id Teagle while giving a brief histo
ry. 

Foundation volunteer M
ary Hoerneman was in

trig
ued by the event because 

the Declaration of In
dependence is w

hy America celebrates Ju
ly 4, sh

e said. 

“The most m
eaningful th

ing to me was h
earing the document re

ad fro
m 

beginning to end because we hear th
e first 

couple sentences re
peated…but by 

having it a
ll p

ut to
gether and hearing it i

n such eloquent la
nguage the ideas 

where the men rested their g
rievances b

ut also came up with resolutions to
 

deal w
ith it,”

 sa
id Hoerneman. “Those men loved their c

ountry more than 

Richard Henry Lee Chapter, S
ons o

f A
merican Revolutio

n m
embers M

ike 

Lyman and Charle
s B

elfield presented th
e colors a

t th
e public re

ading of 

the Declaratio
n of In

dependence held Ju
ly 3 at H

isto
ric Christ

 Church in 

Weems. P
hotos by M

adison White Fran
ks 

Celebrating America!

Pam Ward reads a part of the 

Declaratio
n of In

dependence. 

Youngste
rs r

ead th
e names o

f th
e 56 m

en who sig
ned th

e Declaration. From 

left a
re Luke Frisb

ie, Charlo
tte

 Frisb
ie, Eliza Leo, M

addie Ritte
r and Layla Leo. 

by Madison White Franks

IRVINGTON—The town’s p
lanning 

commissi
on on July 2 commenced a 

discussio
n on Irv

ington’s c
ommercial 

zoning. 

Member Jackie Brown suggested 

a new ordinance or an additio
n to the 

town’s b
usiness r

egulations. 

The ordinance would preserve and 

enrich the charm of th
e villa

ge while 

maintaining the existin
g atmosphere, 

enhance the liv
ability

 and im
prove the 

attra
ctiveness t

o visito
rs a

nd promote 

tourism
. 

Brown said the intentions of this 

new ordinance also would nurture a 

humanly scaled diverse retail a
nd ser-

vice economy that benefits the com-

munity, 
create and maintain a busi-

ness 
environment that is 

hospitable 

to locally owned and managed busi-

nesses, 
preserve Irvington’s distin

c-

tiveness a
s a place to visit 

and prevent 

commercial sp
raw

l outsid
e the existin

g 

business d
istr

ict. 

She referenced use regulations m
ade 

in Califo
rnia that would not allow for-

mula restaurants a
nd retail b

usinesses, 

and manufacturer outlets.

Formula restaurants are defined as 

food service businesses required by 

contractual or other arrangements 

to offer standardized menus, ingre-

dients, 
food preparation, employee 

uniforms, interior decor, signage or 

exterior design or an establish
ment 

that adopts a
 name, appearance or fo

od 

presentation format w
hich causes it 

to 

be substantially identical to another 

restaurant re
gardless o

f ownership or 

location. 

Formula retail businesses are defined 

as a sin
gle source, high-tra

ffic retailer, 

operated directly by or under contract 

with a manufacturer or distr
ibutor 

of merchandise for sale within and 

required to adopt st
andardized lay

out, 

decor, uniforms, or sim
ilar standard-

ized features. 

Manufacturer 
outlets 

were not 

defined and member Albert Pollard 

said it n
eeded a definitio

n. 

“We will b
ecome attra

ctive for th
ose 

kinds of businesses and I th
ink we need 

to get th
is o

n the books now before it’s
 

ever a questio
n,” said Brown.  

A review process f
or a conditio

nal 

use permit w
ould focus on the project’s 

impact on tra
ffic, community charac-

ter, th
e local economy and the environ-

ment. A
pplicants b

ear th
e responsibil-

ity of demonstra
ting the project’s b

en-

efits outweigh its 
detrim

ents and the 

proposal is 
consist

ent with the goals o
f 

the town’s c
omprehensive plan.  

Requirements fo
r permit u

ses w
ould 

stro
ngly encourage the design and con-

stru
ction of new business 

establish
-

ments to
 be in accord with the compre-

hensive plan’s g
oals o

f m
aintaining the 

town’s histo
ric character and villa

ge 

atmosphere. 

Area regulations w
ould include the 

all re
tail or fo

od service establish
ments 

shall n
ot exceed 2,000 square feet.  

“I don’t th
ink square footage is 

the 

best w
ay to do it i

f you want to
 attra

ct 

business,”
 said Pollard. 

“Thanks fo
r gettin

g this g
oing,” said 

member Tripp Bugg to Brown. 

The commissi
on briefly discussed 

ordinance definitio
n changes as sug-

gested by Pollard related to acreage, 

basement, b
oat dock, boarding house, 

cellar, fa
rm/winery, f

rontage, off-s
treet 

parking area, re
staurant and saw

mill. 

“Some things n
eed to be taken out 

of th
e definitio

ns and be put in
to the 

town’s o
rdinance,” said Pollard. 

The commissi
on will c

ontinue dis-

cussin
g definitio

n changes at future 

meetings.

CLARAVILLE—The 
Northum-

berland sc
hool board on Ju

ly 9, th
e 

first 
day of the distr

ict’s 
summer 

school sessio
n, entertained a report 

on changes to the middle school’s 

schedule next year. 

“I noticed in our sc
ience courses, 

in 45 minutes st
udents c

an’t d
o any 

hands-o
n learning, th

ey can’t d
o the 

labs. S
o in order to

 str
engthen that, 

we needed to make a change to the 

scheduling,” said principal Ja
vornda 

Ashton. 

Science and histo
ry classe

s at th
e 

middle school w
ill n

ow be on a block 

schedule. Class 
periods for those 

courses w
ill n

ow be tw
ice as lo

ng as 

they are now, but st
udents w

ill o
nly 

take each subject for one semester 

of each year. Science SOLS will 

therefore be held at th
e end of each 

semester, in
 the fall a

nd spring. Eng-

lish
 and math classe

s are already on a 

block schedule at th
e middle school. 

“Also, for the 2018-2019 school 

year, our histo
ry courses will 

be 

project-based,” Ashton said. “They’ll 

be more flexible with instru
ctional 

stra
tegies th

at te
achers c

an use over 

longer p
eriods o

f ti
me, 90 minutes, 

which will a
llow for deeper th

inking 

and project-based instru
ction.”

Also during the superintendent’s 

report, 
the board heard a presen-

tation on the safety requirements 

and tra
ining of b

us d
rivers o

ver th
e 

summer. In additio
n to passin

g a 

Virginia Departm
ent of Transpor-

tation physical exam and having a 

good driving record, bus drivers w
ill 

receive tra
ining in cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation, First
 Aid and Atten-

tion Deficit D
isorder before the sta

rt 

of the school year, reported Stacy 

Branem, tra
nsportation designee.

The board unanimously approved 

a request to adjust the benefits of 

hybrid employees of the school, 

those hired after January 1, 2014, 

to earn sick leave at the same rate 

as employees hired before 2014. A
 

$2,000 yearly stip
end for teachers 

who earn their N
ational B

oard Cer-

tification also received unanimous 

approval. 

Irvington commission considers

changes to commercial zoning

by Madison White Franks

Northumberland Middle School

adopts block scheduling for 2018-19

by Megan Schiffre
s

Board members c
ongratulated high 

school principal D
r. T

ravis B
urns on 

his a
ppointment to

 president-elect of 

the Virginia Asso
ciation of S

econd-

ary School Principals a
nd gifte

d and 

talented coordinator Shauna McCra-

nie, w
ho recently won the 2018 Out-

standing Teacher of th
e Gifte

d Award 

from the Virginia Asso
ciation for th

e 

Gifte
d in Region III

.

Red, white and blue on parade

Communitie
s throughout the area celebrated the Fourth of July with

 

parades. A
bove, Jim

my Robertso
n of Irvington interprets 

Independence 

Day—red, white
 and blue— at th

e 2018 Irvington Fourth of Ju
ly Hometown 

Parade. M
ore Irvington and Reedville

 parade coverage appears o
n page A6. 

For M
orattic

o parade photos, s
ee page D6, and fo

r a
 Star S

pangled Boat 

Parade, tu
rn to

 page C2.  P
hoto by Vicki W

hite

CELEBRATING AMERICA!, continued on page A2
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The Rivah Visitor’s Guide serves Virginia’s Chesapeake Bay region including Essex, Gloucester, 
Lancaster, Mathews, Middlesex, Northumberland, Richmond, and Westmoreland counties and beyond. 

Your advertising message will be effectively targeted to a large number of readers.
• up to 20,000 copies each month will be delivered to hundreds of newsstand locations and blue Rivah boxes! 
    Including:  Convenience stores, restaurants, gift shops, motels, supermarkets, marinas, etc.
• Readers can subscribe for free to view the e-Edition of our visitor’s guide on computers, tablets and phones from our
    website: RivahGuide.com.

Locals, weekenders and visitors of all ages pick up The Rivah Visitor’s Guide each month to enjoy our creative and informa-
tive feature articles and keep it as a comprehensive resource for dining, events, attractions and services in the region. Don’t 
miss this opportunity to reach them!

A free guide to the Northern Neck and Middle 
Peninsula-from the Potomac to the York Rivers.

The perfect marketing tool for any business serving 
tourists, weekenders, and locals.

Each issue includes:
• Dining guide
• Restaurant reviews
• Community events calendar
• Attractions

• Museums and historic sites
• Arts and music
• Boating
• Fishing
• Golf

• Camping
• Lodging
• Family diversions
• Feature articles written by our          
   team of award winning journalists

Special discounts
The more you advertise, the more you save!

(10 column inch minimum)

• any two issues:     $19 per col. in.
• any three issues:  $18 per col. in.
• any four issues:    $17 per col. in.

• all six issues:           $15 per col. in.

* Pick-up rate: For your same ad to run within 30 days in the South-

side Sentinel or Rappahannock Record:  $8.75 per col. in.

The Rivah Visitor’s Guide

* Discounts and rates will 
be adjusted for ads that 
do not run in scheduled 
multiple issues.

      May:                 on stands April 25  ad deadline  April 12
      June:                     on stands May 23  ad deadline  May 10
      July:                      on stands June 27  ad deadline  June 14
     August:               on stands August 1  ad deadline  July 19
     September:       on stands August 29     ad deadline  August 16
     Fall/Holiday:  on stands October 10  ad deadline  September 27
       

2024 Publication Schedule

Sturgeons are back

Sightsee by boat

Cooking with Chef Gary Whitecotton

Dining at DeltaPie

AUGUST 2023 • FREE

Places to go and things to 

do in the Northern Neck 

and Middle Peninsula
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per column inch rate: $20

Premium placement 
glossy advertising

Back page: Full page color/
glossy:  
Inside front page: Full page 
color/glossy:  $1,425.50
Inside back page: Full page 
color/glossy:  $1,310.50

Other glossy sizes may be available

Visitor’s Guide

T
H

E The Rivah Visitor’s Guide
2024 Ad Sizes

Column Widths

One column:      1.7217
Two columns:   
Three columns: 5.415
Four columns:  
Five columns:    9.1083

Column Heights

            
 7.875

 5.2

Color Rates

        up to 30”              $70
        more than 30”   $100

3.75
2.5
1.2

Full page
5 col. x 10.955

$1095.50 1/2 page
5 col. x 5.2
$520.00

3 col. x 5.2
$312.00

2 col. x 5.2
$208.00

4 x full
4 col. x 10.64

$851.20

3 x full
3 col. x 10.64

$638.40

2 x full
2 col. x 10.64

 
$425.60

Jr. page
4 col. x 7.875

$630.00

1 c
ol

. x
 5.

2
$1

04
.00

3 col. x 2.5
$150.00

5 col. x 2.5 
$250.00

2 col. x 1.2

2 col. x 3.75
$150.00

2 col. x 2.5
$100.00

3 col. x 7.875

$472.50

2 col. x 2
$80.00

$48.00

Custom ad design included
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Holiday greetings and letters to Santa

(Special Section)

Dec. 11  Advertising deadline
    Dec. 19  Publication date

2024 Supplements and Special Sections Deadlines

Most supplements can 
accommodate any size ad from 

1 col. x 1 inch to 5 col. x 10.955 
inches. Refer to The Rivah 

Vistor’s Guide ad sizes 
on page 11 for samples.

FRONT LINE

Jan. 12 Advertising deadline
Jan. 25 Publication date

BAY HEALTHSTYLES
Health and wellness

Feb. 16 Advertising deadline
Feb. 29 Publication date

WINDOWS ON THE BAY
Home and garden

Mar. 15 Advertising deadline
Mar. 28 Publication date

BAY HERITAGE  (premium glossy publication)

People, places and traditions

Sept. 6 Advertising deadline
Sept. 19 Publication date

THE PERFECT GIFT
Holiday shopping and events

Nov. 8 Advertising deadline
Nov. 21 Publication date

A salute to community volunteer 

HealthStylesBAY

Sound Baths • Eating with the Seasons • Train Your Brain • Walking • Turn Back the Clock

Local holiday shopping and events

   THEPerfect

A joint publication of the Rappahannock Record and Southside Sentinel 2022A joint publication of the Rappahannock Record and Southside Sentinel 2022

Local holiday shopping and events

   THEPerfect

Stockings are hung…
The legend of the Christmas stocking apparently dates 

back even farther to 317 AD to the Bishop of Myra, the 
model for St. Nicholas and present-day Santa Claus, accord-
ing to “Christmas: A Candid History.”

The Bishop of Myra dedicated his life to helping those 
less fortunate. 

According to Smithsonian Magazine and multiple other 
sources, the origin of the Christmas stocking involves the 
tale of a once wealthy gentleman who fell into poverty after 
the death of his wife. The father of three girls, he worried 
his poverty would leave him struggling for dowries and he 
feared he’d never never find suitable suitors for his daugh-
ters. 

The legend goes the daughters hung their stockings by the 
chimney to dry. Some stories say St. Nicholas, or the bishop, 
slipped down the chimney and filled the stockings with gold 
coins. Other stories say he dropped the golden gifts down the 
chimney and they happened to land in the stockings. And yet 
another has St. Nicholas throwing coins through the window 
and them landing in the stockings. 

No matter, the practice of hanging stockings in wait for 
Santa Claus, whether from the mantel, banister, bed post 
or elsewhere in the house, became popular in 1823 by the 
poem, “A Visit from Saint Nicholas,” now known as “The 
Night before Christmas.”

Some may recall grandparents or parents recounting how 
their Christmas stockings were stuffed with oranges, apples, 
nuts and candy. The tradition of an orange in the stocking 
dates back to the 1800s when oranges were a rare treat and a 
luxury for families with modest incomes. Oranges can also 
be a nod to the golden gifts left by St. Nicholas. 

Oh, Christmas tree...
The Christmas tree: center of attention when decorating 

and for all of the festivities on Christmas morning. Yet as 
important as the tree and its decorations are to holiday tradi-
tions, have you ever wondered where they came from?

Historians say that greenery has long been used as part 
of religious winter-holiday celebrations well before Chris-
tianity, perhaps because of their perceived power in stay-
ing green in the midst of winter. While many nature-based 

religions draped pine, spruce or fir over their doors during 
the winter solstice to ward off evil and illness, according 
to the National Christmas Tree Association, we have the 
Latvians to thank for what we know as a Christmas tree. 
The first written record of a decorated tree was in 1510 in 
Riga, Latvia, where local merchants danced around a tree 
decorated with artificial roses before setting it ablaze. It is 
believed that the roses were a symbol for the Virgin Mary. 

Another theory goes that German “paradise trees” used in 
medieval church plays are the source of today’s Christmas 
tree. The tree represented the Garden of Eden in plays that 
took place during Advent and on December 24, then known 
as Adam and Eve Day in the early church calendar of saints.

Regardless of its origin, by the mid-1500s, small trees 
roughly four feet tall, were brought into the home but not 
decorated. A century later, it was common in Germany to 
decorate trees in the home with fruits, nuts and paper orna-
ments.

With the immigration of German settlers in the 1800s, the 
decorated Christmas tree tradition came to the U.S., even-
tually increasing to the full sizes you see today. However, 
it was Queen Victoria who popularized the practice in the 
states when she was depicted in 1848 celebrating Christmas 
with the Royal Family around a decorated tree.

By the end of the 19th century, Germans began importing 
blown glass ornaments to decorate the holiday tree. The first 
were the familiar round spheres, called baubles, but toys and 
other figures reminiscent of the first handmade ornaments, 
such as apples, nuts and cookies, also graced the tree.

There’s even a not-so-traditional pickle. Although its 
origins are rather murky, the story goes that the Weihnachts-
gurke or Christmas pickle, has its roots in German tradition. 
Given that many Germans have not heard of the practice, it 
is also possible that the original story was crafted to market 
glass ornaments. 

Regardless of its beginning, the pickle is a quirky tradition 
for many families. The pickle ornament is hidden in the tree 
on Christmas Eve and the first to find it Christmas morning 
gets a special present, opens a present first, or receives good 
luck for the coming year. The rewards vary, but like all other 
traditions, it is more about participating as a family that cre-
ates the magic.

Christmas tree lights are a modern (and safer) take on 
small candles and lanterns that were placed on Christmas 
trees lit on Christmas Eve. We all know that Thomas Edison 
developed a practical light bulb, but it was his partner in the 
Edison Illumination Company, Edward Johnson, who hand-
wired 80 red, white, and blue bulbs and placed them around 
a Christmas tree in 1882. 

It took another 40 years for the rest of America to electrify 
their Christmas, due to the early mistrust of electricity and 
the expense. Some estimates say it would have cost the aver-
age family $2,000 in today’s dollars to light their Christmas 
tree. 

President Grover Cleveland lit the first White House 
Christmas tree in 1895 and in the 1920s, Albert Sadacca and 
his brothers created the NOMA Electric Company, which 
dominated the Christmas light market well into the 1960s.

Today we’ve grown accustomed to a bright Christmas, 
tangled lights and all. President Calvin Coolidge lit the first 
National Christmas Tree, decorated in 2,500 red, white and 
green bulbs in 1923. 

The 100th tree lighting took place on November 30 in 
President’s Park near the White House. According to the 
National Park Service, the special design uses 63,750 white 
and gold bulbs, twinkling spheres and Bethlehem stars along 
with 400 bulbs. General Electric has been designing and 
donating the lighting and decorations since 1963. 

Another of the most famous and impressive trees is the 
one in Rockefeller Center. According to the center’s site, this 
year’s 82-foot tall Norway Spruce is wrapped in more than 
50,000 multi-colored lights on five miles of wire. 

The tradition of a Christmas tree has taken centuries to 
develop and families continue to put their own spin on the 
tradition. Whether live or artificial; be it natural, flocked, or 
white; the tree and its decorations are a centerpiece to the 
holiday and impossible to imagine a Christmas without one.

help make the holidays memorable

Stockings are traditionally “hung by the chimney with 
care, (or anywhere) with hopes that St. Nicholas soon 
would be there...” Photo by Jackie Nunnery

With its colors and light, there is nothing like a Christmas 
tree to bring warmth to winter’s cold. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

Compiled by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi, 
Jackie Nunnery and 
AnnGardner Eubank

Every year, the tree is ornately decorated, the stockings are hung by the 

chimney with care and Santa Claus leaves presents on Christmas Eve. 

We do these things without a second thought as to where or how the tradi-

tions originated. Many of our modern traditions came from ancient cultures 

and Christians adapted the traditions to celebrate Jesus’ birth. 

Section C

Rappahannock Record, Kilmarnock, VA www.rrecord.com December 22, 2022  

Trio of popular Christmas traditions

Regardless of its origins, the Christmas Pickle is a 
quirky and fun tradition many families enjoy. Photo by 
Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi Continued on the next page

Home Improvement, Gardening and Real Estate
in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula

wind   ws
on the Bay 2023
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Digital Advertising

Classified Section
Bold words

Make bold words in your classified ad...................... $1per word/week 

Highlight

With a yellow box .............................................................................$15/week 

Online photo

Add a photo to your classified ad...............................................$20/week

Also available for classifieds printed in the paper

With Any 
Print Ad

With 
SSentinel.com or 
RivahGuide.com

Button           $150  $150

(monthly)   

Middle Banner        $150   $180
(monthly)

Splash Banner           $90                    $90

(weekly)

EXTEND YOUR REACH!
Advertise on the

Rappahannock Record’s Website

RRecord.com
AVERAGING 62,000

page views per month!

within 
same month

Top of home page banner
1150 pixels X 140 pixels .............................................. $400/month

Splash banner  (prominent placement under top photo)
728 pixels X 100 pixels................................................. $100/weekly

Middle home page banner
728 pixels X 100 pixels................................................. $300/month

Pop-up on home page (one time per session)
50k or less........................................................................ $150/week

Home page rotating button ad
300 pixels X 250 pixels................................................. $200/month

Targeted page  button ad
300 pixels X 250 pixels................................................. $100/month

Pop-up for category page (one time per session)
50k or less......................................................................... $150/month
Classified section........................................................... $100/month

RivahGuide.com and SSentinel.com
Other digital advertising oportunities are available for 

View The Rivah Visitor’s Guide and Southside Sentinel media kits or contact an advertising representative for options and prices. 

* Special Discounts *



Front Page Sticky Notes:

Front Page or Section Front Banners:

Contact your ad rep for 
pricing and other details 

about banners and 
sticky notes.
804-435-1701
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Member FDIC

99% OF ALL BUSINESSES ARE 
SMALL BUSINESSES.

LET’S HELP THEM THROUGH THIS. chesbank.com/together

Fron

Thursday,  March 12, 2020
The lower Northern Neck’s most complete news source since 1916

www.rrecord.com

$1.00 Volume 103 No. 22

6 56525 10491 6
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Calendar..................
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Obituaries ................B
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Police..................
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Schools ..................
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Spring is in the air

Brother and sister Reuben and Reba Simmons enjoyed a picnic lunch and playtime at Kilmarnock’s Town 

Centre Park on Monday. Mom Susie Simmons and baby sister Renee relaxed as Reuben and Reba climbed into 

the watermen’s boots. The Simmons family, along with dozens of others, were taking advantage of Monday’s 

unseasonably warm, 72-degree temperatures. Photos by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Tell Marchetti, 4, climbed on the jungle gym. 
Scarlet Cameron, 2, had fun on the slide.

KILMARNOCK—As of March 9, the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) reported that 423 people in 35 states including the Dis-

trict of Columbia had contracted the latest strain of coronavirus, COVID-19, 

leading to the deaths of 19 people in the U.S.

As the cases continue to grow, so do concerns of what a local response 

looks like now that five cases have been reported in Virginia according to the 

Virginia Department of Health (VDH). All five cases involved international 

travel and people living in Northern Virginia.

Gov. Ralph Northam on March 4 released a statement outlining the plans 

for protecting the residents of the Commonwealth.

“The Commonwealth is taking this public health issue seriously and we 

have a plan in place to respond to COVID-19,” said Gov. Northam. “The Vir-

ginia Department of Health has some of the country’s leading public health 

experts on its team, with deep experience guiding public health emergency 

responses, and I have great con-

fidence in their ability to guide 

Virginia in this situation.”

In the same statement, the Gov-

ernor’s Office shared that Vir-

ginia’s public health and safety 

experts established an Incident 

Management Team in January, 

shortly after scientists first iden-

tified the virus in Asia. The team 

of experts from across state gov-

ernment is leading the Common-

wealth’s planning and response. 

This team is in regular and close 

communication with government 

and private sector partners.

“The Virginia Department of 

Health is closely monitoring the 

virus, to understand where it has 

appeared and to learn from the 

experiences of local communities 

around the world,” said Secretary 

of Health and Human Resources 

Daniel Carey, MD. “While the 

risk is still low here in Virginia, 

state agencies are focused on 

preparation efforts, and we are 

encouraging Virginians to prac-

tice good hygiene measures and 

continue following updates from 

state and federal health officials.”

“The best way to prevent infec-

tion is to avoid being exposed 

to the virus that causes COVID-

19,” said State Health Commis-

sioner M. Norman Oliver, MD, 

MA. “There are also many every-

day preventive measures that you can take to help stop the spread of respira-

tory viruses like COVID-19.”

“Our team is tracking the virus and meeting daily to discuss the situa-

tion,” said Dr. Lilian Peake, Virginia’s incident commander in charge of the 

COVID-19 management team. “The risk to Virginians right now is low. But 

this is a dynamic situation that is changing daily. Being able to test potential 

cases here in Virginia will help us protect public health by providing results 

more quickly, so we can prevent the spread of disease and protect our com-

munities.”

COVID-19 is a respiratory illness that can spread from person to person. 

The virus that causes COVID-19 is a novel coronavirus, which was first 

identified during an outbreak investigation in the city of Wuhan in China’s 

Hubei province. Risk of infection is dependent on exposure. Close contacts 

of people who are infected are at greater risk of exposure.

The spread of this virus has been a rapidly changing situation. The VDH 

has been updating its numbers on a daily basis and as of March 9 reported 

that 166 people are currently under public health monitoring due to symp-

toms, travel, or contact with someone who has the virus. So far, 50 people 

have been tested, with most (66%) coming from the VDH’s Northern and 

Central Regions. In addition to the three positive results, another nine are 

still pending. In the VDH Eastern Region, including the Northern Neck and 

Middle Peninsula, nine have been tested with six negative results, while 

three are still pending.

Unlike other states, COVID-19 will be tested at Virginia’s Division of 

KILMARNOCK—Several candi-

dates met the March 3 filing deadline 

to appear on the May 5 ballots in Lan-

caster County’s three incorporated 

towns, according to the Lancaster 

Registrar’s Office.

Seven candidates have filed for 

three town council seats in Kilmar-

nock, including Alice M. Cooper, 

Rebecca T. Nunn, Michael T. Suther-

land, Donald Lewis Lee, R.C. “Chris” 

Harris, Michael S. “Mike” Bedell and 

Kylie R. Abbott.

In White Stone, three candidates 

have filed for four seats, includ-

ing William B. Hubbard, Kathryn S. 

Roop and Jamilah Y. Sawyer.

In Irvington, Albert “Tripp” Bugg 

and R. Wayne Nunnally both filed for 

mayor. For town council, five candi-

dates have filed for three council seats, 

including  Frances E. Westbrook, 

Klaus D. Schaschek, P. Anthony Mar-

chetti Jr., Dudley Moncure Patteson 

and J. Chris Braly.

Residents have until April 13 to 

register to vote and April 28 to request 

an absentee ballot in the upcoming 

elections.

Democratic primary

Also on March 3, according to 

unofficial results posted at the Vir-

ginia Department of Elections web-

site, Joseph R. Biden won the Super 

Tuesday polling in Virginia to select a 

Democratic candidate for President in 

the November 3 election.

Biden received 705,233 votes; 

Bernie Sanders, 306,051; Eliza-

beth Warren, 142,256; Michael R. 

Bloomberg, 127,902; Tulsi Gabbard, 

11,280; Pete Buttigieg, 11,192; Amy 

Klobucher, 8,407; and Tom Steyer, 

1,481.

In Lancaster County, Biden 

received 1,212 votes; Bloomberg, 

253; Sanders, 240; Warren, 98; Butti-

gieg, 27; Klobucher, 21; Gabbard, 12; 

and Steyer, 4.

In Northumberland County, Biden 

received 1,061; Bloomberg, 203; 

Sanders, 178; Warren, 90; Klobucher, 

25; Gabbard, 20; Buttigieg, 14; and 

Steyer, 3.

As other primaries proceed around 

the country, only Biden and Sanders 

remain in the race for the nomina-

tion.

Races shaping up for May 5 town elections; Biden finishes ahead of the pack statewide

by Jackie Nunnery

Coronavirus reaches 

the Commonwealth
by Jackie Nunnery

State officials say Virgin-

ians should take these 

precautions to prevent the 

potential spread of COVID-

19:

sanitizer that contains at 

least 60% alcohol if soap 

Take precautions

CORONAVIRUS, continued on page A2

00 Volume 103 No. 22

chesbank.com
Member FDIC

We go

Beyond Banking
because your community is our community
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Urbanna, Virginia 23175  •  July 11, 2013
Vol. 119, No. 15  •  Two Sections  •  75¢ 

The Hampton Roads Sanitation District (HRSD) is studying the feasi-bility of applying treated wastewater to land, instead of discharging into Urbanna Creek, said Jim Pyne, direc-tor of the small communities division of HRSD.
The reasons: removing nutrients from wastewater is very hard and the permitted discharge limits are extremely low. 

“I can’t even discharge drinking water,” said Pyne, noting that drink-ing water picks up enough copper as it fl ows through copper pipes that when it comes out of the tap it exceeds dis-charge limits for treated wastewater. 

They’re off!Four hundred and sixty runners participated in the Deltaville 5K race last Saturday. The high temperatures 

and humidity could not stop 17-year-old Ridge Ellis (above front, blue headband) from winning the overall 

title with a time of 17:43. Ellis is a rising junior at Middlesex High School and is the current Region A cross-

country, 1,600 meters and 800 meters champion. Former MHS standout Olivia Cloud of Topping, who now 

See race results on page B2 inside and see more photos at www.SSentinel.com.  (Photo by Tom Hardin)

On July 2, the Middlesex Board of Supervisors adopted a resolution establishing fi ve zones where sewer service and central water could be offered. 
Although it will be years before central water and wastewater service comes to some areas of Middlesex, establishing “service areas” is a fi rst step by the county, which is working with Hampton Roads Sanitation Dis-trict (HRSD) to develop “decentral-ized” wastewater service. Instead of laying a pipeline and pumping the wastewater to a distant treatment plant, HRSD is consider-ing smaller treatment plants in areas specifi ed by the county, said county administrator Matt Walker.   The effl uent could be applied to land. The decentralized approach would direct development to service areas and retain the “rural character” of the areas in between, said Walker.Localities, not HRSD, must decide where wastewater service is to be offered, said Jim Pyne, director of the HRSD Small Communities Divi-sion. 

The adopted plan lists the Urbanna-Saluda area as the top priority, because the Urbanna plant needs to be replaced (see related story).Another area to be served in Saluda is on the east side of Oakes Landing Road.
Service to the Deltaville area would begin along Route 33, east of Amburg, and encompass the Broad Creek area. All of Deltaville is in the eventual service area.Other proposed service areas include the Harmony Village area at the intersection of Routes 33 and 3, Locust Hill, and Grey’s Point Camp. In Hartfi eld, the fi rst area to get service would be the commercial areas along Route 33, followed by 

County adds 
central water 
to proposed
sewer areas

by Tom Chillemi

(See Water, page A2)

On Sunday about 6:30 p.m., a Syringa woman drove her car in reverse and crashed through the front of the 7-Eleven at Hartfi eld. Major Mickey Sampson of the Middlesex County Sheriff’s Offi ce said no one required medical treat-ment, and after the accident depu-ties drove the woman to her home on Syringa Road. The car was removed from the building by a wrecker.The incident occurred on private property and was handled by the Sher-iff’s Offi ce. “It’s not considered an automobile accident, which would fall under the auspices of the State Police,” said Sampson. No one at the accident was charged, but there may be pending charges concerning property damage.

A car driven by a Syringa resident crashed through the front of the 
the check out counter.                                 (Photo by Larry Chowning)No one hurt as car crashes into 7-Elevenby Larry Chowning

Middlesex building offi cial David Selph was at the scene. He said the vehicle did minor structural damage, broke in the glass front, and knocked a wooden corner of the building around about an inch and a half. “All that glass and metal panels were non-structural,” he said.
“I don’t know if someone got con-fused between the gas and brake pedals or what,” Selph said. “Whatever they did they had to gun it pretty good to get it up in there. The car was about three feet from the counter where people pay.

“I talked to the manager and told her that she could continue to operate and that it was safe structurally,” Selph said. “She said she already had noti-fi ed maintenance people to come and repair the building.”

The sky over Urbanna Creek sparkled during Urbanna’s Independence 

Day celebration on Friday.                              (Photo by Tom Chillemi)

Beautiful bursts

HRSD looking at disposing effl uent via land applicationby Tom Chillemi Phosphorus and nitrogen are nutri-ents that are fertilizers, and in a land application they will be taken up by plants. If discharged into water, these nutrients cause algae to bloom to the detriment of aquatic life.Currently, two wastewater treatment plants discharge into Urbanna Creek. One serves the Town of Urbanna and has a discharge permit for 100,000 gallons per day (GPD). The other plant serves the Middle Peninsula Regional Security Center in Saluda and the Middlesex County Offi ce Complex. Its permitted discharge is about 16,000 (GPD).The fi rst priority is replacing the 
(See Effl uent, page A8)

Middlesex County School Super-intendent Dr. Thomas Taylor told the school board Monday that he has “rat-ifi ed” a contract for $2.872 million with Loughridge & Company LLC of Richmond for the construction of the Syd Thrift Athletic Complex at Middlesex High School in Saluda. Dr. Taylor also announced there will be a groundbreaking ceremony for the project at 3 p.m. on Friday, July 12, on the MHS softball fi eld. Loughridge will start to work on the 

project next week, said Dr. Taylor. In May, the school board voted to empower Dr. Taylor to negotiate and sign a contract for construction of the new athletic fi elds and buildings. He reported in May that the fi nal contract for construction was pending negotia-tion and ratifi cation, and that details were close to being fi nalized.The groundbreaking will include members of the Middlesex County Board of Supervisors, Middlesex County School Board, The Friends of Middlesex County Public Schools Board of Directors, and represen-tatives from Bay Design Group, Loughridge & Company, Progress Engineers, SMS Architects, Dunlap & Partners, Joseph C. Jones Inc., and Church View Septic Service.

Construction to begin next week on athletic complexGroundbreaking
set for Friday

by Larry Chowning

Leukemia Cup Regattaactivities begin FridayThe 15th annual Southern Chesa-peake Leukemia Cup Regatta, voted best regatta on the bay by the readers of “Chesapeake Bay Magazine” for the second year in a row, takes place this weekend July 12-14 in Deltaville. It will be hosted by Stingray Point Marina and is sponsored by Sting-ray Harbour Yacht Club (SHYC) and Fishing Bay Yacht Club (FBYC).Longtime co-chairs of the event are Carolyn Norton Schmalenberger and Judy Buis of Deltaville. “We are very excited about this milestone 15th annual regatta,” said Schmalenberger this week. “The goal this year is to raise $150,000.00 to commemorate 

the 15th anniversary. “Judy and I lead a team of very ded-icated committee members who work year-around leading up to the July event each year. The team is a closely knit group of people from Hampton to Richmond to Deltaville. We all have one thing in common—to raise the most money for the mission!” said Schmalenberger. 
The people of Middlesex County have rallied behind this event since the fi rst regatta was held in Deltaville in 2000. The fi rst year, the event was in Hampton, but moved to Deltaville 

(See Regatta, page A8)

May 2021 • FREE
Places to go and things 
to do in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula

Inside:
• New brews in town
• A marine tradition
• Dining at The Office Bistro
• Meet the owners of LeCakes by Design

June 2021 • FREE
Places to go and things 
to do in the Northern Neck 
and Middle Peninsula

Inside:
• Machicomoco: Virginia’s 40th state park 
• Playing a round
• Dining at Carrot Tree 
• Meet Robert Beane
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Tell us what you love about the “rivah.” 

Whether you’re a full-time resident, have a second home here or are 

just passing through, we want to know what hidden gem you appreciate. 

Where do you like to shop, dine and relax? Who do you go fishing with, 

where do you dock your boat and what hotel/B&B or campground do you 

choose?
The Rivah Visitor’s Guide is accepting votes in its 2020 Best of the Rivah 

contest with winners to be announced in the August issue. Voting is open to 

everyone but limited to businesses and sites in our eight-county coverage 

area in the Middle Peninsula and Northern Neck. 

There are 38 categories and voters can choose to nominate their favorites 

in as many as they wish. Among the 

categories are best nautical gift shop, 

best rivah realtor, best crab soup, best 

winery, best place for a date and best 

waterfront restaurant. 

Now, more than ever, your favorite 

small business needs your support and 

your vote! 

As a bonus, all entrants will be 

entered into a drawing for a chance 

to win a $50 gift certificate to their 

favorite Rivah business. 

Nominations must be received by 5 

p.m. July 13.

There are three ways to vote. Bal-

lots may be completed at www.Rivah-

Guide.com. You may also pick up a 

July Rivah Visitor’s Guide, fill out a 

ballot and mail it to The Rivah Visi-

tor’s Guide, PO Box 400, Kilmarnock 

VA 22482 or drop it by the Rappahan-

nock Record, 27 North Main Street, 

Kilmarnock, or the Southside Senti-

nel, 276 Virginia Street, Urbanna.

A ballot also appears inside this 

newspaper. 

Thursday,  July 2, 2020The lower Northern Neck’s most complete news source since 1916
www.rrecord.com
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The Rivah Visitor’s 

Guide, or find a 
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KILMARNOCK—One of the most 

anticipated summer events in the 

Northern Neck, the annual Kilmar-

nock Firemen’s Festival, will not be 

held this year. 

After a meeting on June 25 of 

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Depart-

ment (KVFD) officers, members, 

volunteers and with input from the 

Lancaster County Health Department, 

KVFD announced its 85th annual car-

nival will be canceled. 

“We wanted everybody involved, 

from the firemen to the volunteers, to 

have a voice and input,” said KVFD 

vice president Ray Lewis. 

“We felt with many people already 

struggling, it wasn’t fair to ask them 

to come spend money. And with 

our nightly prizes being donated by 

businesses, in good conscience we 

couldn’t ask that of them right now. 

It would have put an added burden on 

the entire community,” said Lewis.

Despite moving into Phase III of 

reopening the state during the COVID-

19 pandemic, current social distancing 

and cleaning requirements, along with 

mask requirements for food prepar-

ers and game/ride operators, would 

not have made for an easy or enjoy-

able experience, according to Lewis. 

Sanitizing the rides and gaming areas 

would have required even more volun-

teers than the carnival usually has, he 

‘Best of the Rivah’ votes due July 13

Kilmarnock Volunteer Fire Department vice president Ray Lewis and 

president Ryan Gordon urge folks to purchase raffle tickets for a 2019 

Chevrolet Silverado. The drawing will be held at 11:30 p.m.  August 8. Photo 

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi  

Firemen’s Festival off; truck raffle continues

said. And the cost of food, if it is even 

available, would have increased.

“It was a hard decision, but it was 

the right one,” Lewis said.

Although the carnival won’t go on, 

there’s still a chance to win the grand 

prize: a new 2019 Chevrolet Silverado 

1500 4x4. 

Tickets are on sale and can be pur-

chased from any KVFD member or in 

Kilmarnock at Davis Auto Sales Inc., 

Noblett, Inc. and Kilmarnock Letter-

ing, and in Irvington at Rapid Lube.

There will also be drive-through 

ticket sales events on Saturdays 

beginning July 4 at the KVFD, 71 

School Street, Kilmarnock. Sales 

will be from 10 a.m.-6 p.m. July 4, 

11, 18, 25 and August 1. Sales will 

be extended into the evening on 

August 8, when the grand prize will 

be drawn at 11:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $10 each and a limit of 

6,000 will be sold.

by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Summer’s for sidewalk sales

Several businesses throughout Lancaster took advantage of the Sidewalk Sale promotion June 26-27 sponsored by 

the Lancaster by the Bay Chamber of Commerce, 101.7 Bay FM/104.9 WIGO Country and Virginia’s River Realm. 

Above, customers browse footwear for sale Saturday on the front lawn of The Dandelion in Irvington. More photos 

on page A2. Photo by Megan Schiffres

LANCASTER—Charges in the murder case 

of Matthew S. Chapman of White Stone were 

reduced from first to second degree murder 

during a preliminary hearing Wednesday, June 

24. 
Judge John S. Martin, who presided over 

the case in the Lancaster County General Dis-

trict Court, said he reduced the charges against 

Chapman because the prosecutors failed to 

demonstrate probable cause proving that the 

murder was premeditated. 

Chapman faces two felony charges in the 

March 18 shooting death of John Carter Gordon 

of Kilmarnock. Gordon died where he was shot, 

outside the home of Chapman’s soon-to-be ex-

wife at 232 Beach Road in White Stone. Chap-

man originally faced three felony charges for 

first degree murder, malicious wounding, and 

the use of a firearm to commit a felony. The 

prosecution entered a nolle prosequi for the 

malicious wounding charge against Chapman 

last month. 

Defense attorneys Jeffrey Matthews and 

James Breeden made a motion to unshackle 

Chapman at the beginning of the preliminary 

hearing, but the motion was denied by the judge 

on the basis that the Supreme Court has only 

ruled on the constitutionality of unshackling 

prisoners during the trial phase of a court case. 

Commonwealth’s Attorney Tony Spencer 

called seven witnesses to testify during the pre-

liminary hearing including Chapman’s soon-

to-be ex-wife Kerrie Chapman, his neighbor 

Alfred Davis, and five law enforcement officers. 

Davis was the first person on the scene after 

the shooting and testified that after the first shot 

he heard Matthew Chapman say “back away” 

and saw a man fall to his knees through the slats 

of the fence that separated their properties. After 

the first shot was fired, it was followed seconds 

later by a second gunshot. After the second 

gunshot, Davis ran from his property to Kerrie 

Chapman’s home, where he found Matthew 

Chapman still holding the gun and Kerrie Chap-

man kneeling on the ground beside Gordon. 

“He (Chapman) just looked like he was in a 

daze, just shocked,” said Davis. “Like he was 

lost.”
Kerrie Chapman testified that she and her 

soon-to-be ex-husband separated in January, 

after which she and Gordon had a three-month 

relationship until she ended it the week he 

died. According to her, Gordon came to her 

home to collect some belongings for the fourth 

time that day, and Matthew Chapman, who was 

inside the house, took her gun outside upon 

Gordon’s arrival and said something approxi-

mating “He’s not going to come in here” as he 

left her home. 

“He grabbed my gun and went outside the 

door,” Kerrie Chapman said. “I immediately 

went and found my phone because I knew there 

was going to be an altercation.” 

Kerrie Chapman also heard the two gunshots 

fired outside her home on the 18th, and testified 

that she overheard Matthew Chapman yell the 

words ‘warning shot’ seconds before the second 

gunshot was fired. 

Chapman’s murder charge reduced to second degree

by Megan Schiffres

LANCASTER—With no comment 

during the public hearing, the Lan-

caster board of supervisors on Thurs-

day, June 25, voted 5-0 to approve the 

county’s capital improvement plan 

for fiscal year 2021. The amended 

plan includes $991,548 in spending, 

revised from the previous figure of 

$11,320,251. 

The approved plan does not include 

school renovation projects proposed 

by the school board to the planning 

commission June 18.

Supervisors Jack Larson of District 

1, Ernest Palin of District 2, Jason 

Bellows of District 3, Bill Lee of Dis-

trict 4 and Robert Westbrook of Dis-

trict 5, all voted to approve the plan.

As he presented the plan, county 

administrator Don Gill reminded the 

board that between the remaining 

funds from the $2 million in bor-

rowing a couple of years ago and the 

one penny from the real estate tax 

being set aside, they had “$1,009,616 

to fund capital improvement items 

before additional financing would 

be needed.” Gill suggested moving 

the lowest prioritized item, the Sher-

iff ’s Office building expansion at 

$858,703 and the Sheriff’s Office 

patrol division classroom at $35,000, 

to fiscal year 2022, bringing the 2021 

total down to $10,426,548.

Gill also noted that the two larg-

est expenditures, $8.3 million for a 

broadband grant matching fund and 

$1.1 million for a P25 digital radio 

upgrade, would require financing 

already and could be removed from 

the capital spending plan, bringing 

the total down further to $1,026,548. 

Given that “the board of elections 

is eligible for $48,000 in a separate 

coronavirus relief fund package that 

could be used toward the estimated 

$35,000 renovation,” Gill said the total 

could be brought down to $991,548. 

Gill also informed the board the bus 

garage roof had been damaged in a 

recent storm and an insurance claim 

of a yet unknown amount would 

go toward that $45,000 estimate to 

replace the roof. “There is a cushion 

of about $18,000,” not counting the 

insurance claim, Gill said.

The planning commission on July 

16 will hold a public hearing on a 

revised capital improvement plan for 

fiscal years 2021-2025 that includes 

the recently proposed $68.4 million 

for the two school renovations.

Board approves $991,548

in capital spending for 2021
by Jackie Nunnery

CHAPMAN FACES, continued on page A2


