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10/10-2t

LANCASTER COUNTY
SPECIAL TAX ASSESSMENT FOR 

AGRICULTURAL AND FOREST LAND

BASIC REQUIREMENTS:  
A minimum of 5 acres for agricultural land  
and/or a minimum of 20 acres for forestry land. 
A separate application shall be filed for each  
parcel of land shown on the land book. 
Applications not accepted when taxes are  
delinquent. 
Application fee of $25.00 for each parcel of land. 
Late filing fee $50.00. 
Applications must be submitted by November 4th 
for the tax year 2025. (Revalidation applications 
will be mailed to those already in the program.) 
To obtain an application and for more information,  
come to or call the Commissioner of the  
Revenue’s Office.
(804) 462-7920

10/3-2t

NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY
OFFICE OF BUILDING & ZONING

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given pursuant to Chapter 11, 15.2-
2204 of the Code of Virginia as amended, that the 
Northumberland County Planning Commission will 
hold a public hearing on Thursday, October 17, 
2024 at 7:00 p.m. at the new Courthouse at 220  
Judicial Place, Heathsville, VA, and telephonically  
in order to consider the following:  
1. A revision to the Northumberland County Zoning 

Ordinance § 148-155, Solar Energy Facilities, 
to add a prohibition of Utility Scale Solar Energy 
Facilities within 0.75 mile from tidal waters. The 
utility scale solar energy facility applicant, upon 
request by the zoning administrator, may be  
required to provide documentation by a Virginia  
Licensed engineer, surveyor or landscape  
architect that no part of the utility scale solar  
energy facility shall be closer than 0.75 mile from 
tidal waters in the county. Details regarding the 
changes to the Solar Energy Facility section 
of the zoning ordinance can be viewed at the  
County Building and Zoning Office and at the 
county website at www.co.northumberland.va.us.

All written comments should be received by the  
Office of Building and Zoning prior to the Commission  
meeting. For further information concerning this 
request, contact Stuart McKenzie in the Office  
of Building & Zoning at the Courthouse in  
Heathsville, VA (580-7921 or email smckenzie@
co.northumberland.va.us). Interested members of 
the public will be able to participate in the meeting  
through electronic means (telephonic). The 
phone number, access code and password will  
be published on the County Website,  
www.co.northumberland.va.us at least 3 days prior  
to the meeting. If you are physically disabled,  
hearing or visually impaired and need assistance  
with this hearing, please call Mike Plante at  
(804) 580-8910 (Voice) or via the Virginia Relay or 
TDD for assistance.
Northumberland County Planning Commission
By: Stuart McKenzie, County Planner

NOTICE 
ABANDONED WATERCRAFT 

Notice is hereby given that the fol-
lowing watercraft has been aban-
doned for more than 60 DAYS on 
the property of: Rappahannock 
Yachts, 70 Rappahannock Rd, 
Irvington VA 22480, 804-438-5353. 
  
1975 53’ Gulfstar 
Hull ID GFS53M231174
Name “Shirley B”, Hailing port 
“Lewes, DE” on stern, white hull 
with dark blue boot stripes  

Application for Watercraft Regis-
tration/Title will be made in accor-
dance with Section 29.1-733.25 of 
the Code of Virginia if this watercraft 
is not claimed and removed within 
30 days of first publication of this 
notice. Please contact the Virginia 
Department of Wildlife Resources 
with questions.

(Oct-3-3t)
NOTICE OF

TRUSTEE’S SALE

In execution of a Deed of Trust (the 
“Deed of Trust”) dated October 31, 
2007, and recorded November 5, 
2007 as Instrument No. 070002965 
in the Clerk’s Office, Circuit Court of 
Lancaster County, Virginia, Fortis 
Trustee Foreclosure Service, LLC 
(“Fortis”), acting as the appointed 
Substitute Trustee, will offer for 
sale, at public auction, the following 
real property (the “Property”):  1473 
Chestnut Grove Lane, Heathsville, 

VA 22473-3949, also referenced 
as Tax Map Number 9-66 (the 
“Property”).  The Deed of Trust 
was originally granted by Jesse 
M. Owens and Thelma L. Owens 
(“Grantors”) to Kim Curtis and Jerry 
B. Flowers, the original Trustees, 
to secure a promissory note in the 
original amount of $77,000.00 (the 
“Note”) given by the Grantors to 
EVB Mortgage, LLC.  Primis Bank 
is the successor in interest to EVB 
Mortgage, LLC, and is the current 
holder of the Note.

The sale will be held at the front 
entrance to the Lancaster Circuit 
Court, 8265 Mary Ball Road, Lan-
caster, VA 22503.  The sale will be 
conducted on Wednesday, October 
23, 2024, at 1:00 p.m. (the “Sale”).

TERMS OF SALE: A deposit of 
$5,000, payable only in cash or 
cashier’s check (the “initial cash 
deposit”), will be require from the 
successful high bidder at the Sale, 
which initial cash deposit will then 
be credited again a total buyer’s 
deposit (the “total buyer’s deposit”) 
equal to 10% of the Sales Price (as 
defined below).  The successful high 
bidder must complete payment of 
the total buyer’s deposit within 3 
business days of the Sale.  Settle-
ment must occur within 30 days of 
the Sale.  A memorandum of sale 
(i.e. sales contract) must also be 
signed by the successful bidder 
at the Sale, which, in addition to 
the bid price, will provide for and 
include a 10% buyer’s premium 

payable to Motleys Asset Disposi-
tion Group (“Motleys”), as sales 
agent for Fortis.  The bid price plus 
the 10% buyer’s premium shall 
together constitute the Sales Price 
(the “Sales Price”). The Property is 
being sold AS IS and by SPECIAL 
WARRANTY DEED.  Additional 
terms may be announced at the 
Sale.  This is a communication from 
a debt collector and an attempt to 
collect a debt.  Any information 
obtained will be used for that pur-
pose.  For more information, contact 
Ernie Rogers of Motleys, sales 

PUBLIC NOTICES

Lee Deihl is a busy man. He works full time at Cowart 
Seafood Corporation in Lottsburg, managing their 

oyster aquaculture business.
Farming oysters is an important practice in the seafood 

industry allowing them to be locally harvested similar 
to farming crops. Oyster aquaculture dates from the first 
century B.C. when the Romans began cultivating them for 
pearls. Today Cowart is a large supplier of both “cage-
cultured” and “natural-on-the-bottom” aquaculture or farm-
raised oysters for human consumption. Cowart has both 
retail and wholesale customers.

Oysters flourish in the brackish waters of Virginia, 
making the Old Dominion State #1 on the East Coast, 
contributing $40 million per year to the economy. Oysters 
begin as “seeds” which grow into “spats” which can then 
attach to the “culch” and then they can take 2-3 years to 
reach market size. It’s unpredictable; oysters are especially 
dependent on the right climate and a lot can go wrong. 
If done properly, oyster aquaculture is one of the most 
environmentally friendly forms of farming. It can actually 
be beneficial to the ecosystems by improving water qual-
ity, providing shoreline protection, stabilizing sediment, 
cycling nutrients, and providing habitat for other marine 
species. 

When Lee is not at his son’s baseball games, he works at 
his own oyster aquaculture business, Northern Neck Oyster 
Company, which he founded in 2022. Working nights and 
weekends, Lee is farming oysters and selling them whole-
sale. His ability to sell retail, directly to the public should 
be approved any day. To buy directly from him, call or text 
436-5107. Like most watermen, starting their own business 
is challenging and exciting. It’s the American dream. Lee 
says he hopes his son will be part of this new enterprise as 
well. 

Lee says his boss, Lake Cowart, has been a driving factor 
in the launching of his own business. He said Lake has 
been a supporter and mentor to him. Lee also gives of him-
self. Lee serves on the Shellfish Advisory Commission of 
the Virginia Marine Resources Commission. He also serves 
on the Potomac River Oyster and Clam Advisory Board. 
These positions require knowledge. They take time, travel 
and energy. This work ensures the watermen have a “voice 
at the table” where decisions are made that affect them. 

Lee grew up in Lancaster. His dad, “Little Bucky” Deihl, 
was a boat captain. His grandfather, “Bucky” Deihl, also 
was a boat captain. Lee always wanted to work on the 
water. But for some reason, his grandfather tried to discour-
age him. Perhaps he believed there were better options for 
Lee. So, in an attempt to dissuade him, Bucky had Lee go 
to work as a crew member on his brother “Jimbo’s” boat, 
the Lancaster, at Omega Protein.  Jimbo had a reputation 
for being a tough captain. But the plan backfired. Lee loved 
working for Jimbo. Lee says Jimbo was “a whole lotta 
barkin’ and not much bite.” 

Lee’s experience is vast and varied. Early in his career, he 
worked on the Bait Boat on Cockrell Creek doing the labor-
intensive purse seine fishing. Lee also worked on tugboats, 
first getting his Mate’s license and then his Captain’s license. 
Then for about 12 years, Lee worked all over the world in 
the offshore oil and gas drilling industry. He spent time in 
the Gulf of Mexico, Mexico, Brazil and West Africa. Later, 
Lee was part of a “New Build Team” in which he oversaw 
the building of new ships in the oil and gas industry in South 
Korea and Singapore. When he wasn’t overseas, he was in 
the Northern Neck crabbing and oystering. 

Lee has also worked for the Virginia Institute of Marine 
Science as a boat captain for their trolling studies and 
crab dredging research. This job provided Lee with deeper 
insight as to how certain practices affect the environment. It 
has added to his knowledge which gives him a more well-
rounded understanding, especially for the advisory board 
work he does. Lee points out, like most of his peers, the 
environment is especially important to him. He wants to be a 
good steward of the Chesapeake Bay and its watersheds. 

Lee’s goal in addition to earning a living is to “always 
make the rivers and waterways better.” A born waterman, 
Lee hopes to preserve the tradition and seafood industry 
in the Northern Neck. He acknowledges the importance of 
keeping these jobs and this industry in the U.S. To make 
Virginia great, eat some Northern Neck oysters. 

Carol A. Muratore is the featured exhibitor at the Reed-
ville Fishermen’s Museum this season. Watermen and 
women on the Chesapeake Bay making their living are the 
focus of her art. She also writes stories to accompany her 
paintings.
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agent for Fortis, at (804) 334-4558 
or ERogers@Motleys.com.

(Sept-26-4t)
NOW COMING FORWARD: Donald 
Saint Martin Johnson intending 
to conduct business in Northum-
berland County, Virginia under the 
name of Donald Saint Martin John-
son at the following mailing address: 
248 Osprey Nest Lane, Heathsville, 
VA 22473. Any inquiries refer to 
the above said business address..
(Oct-10-2t)

“Oyster Season,” oil on canvas by Carol A. Muratore

Virginia oysters and 
the American dream
by Carol A. Muratore


