


ARCHITECTURAL STYLE MADE EASY

Andersen® A-Series windows and doors are based on the style of home you want. Whether it's a stately

Queen Anne, a bold Modernist design or anything in between, you can now create it with the best-

performing, most energy-efficient products Andersen has ever offered. Don’t just imagine your dream

home, build it with Andersen.

M CNANDERSEN

WINDOWS & DOORS

HOMESTEAD

| BUILDING SOLUTIONS LOVE THE LIFE YOU SEE!

Learn more at andersenwindows.com

“Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are frademarks of Andersen Corporation.
©2020 Andersen Corporation. All rights reserved

Your local Andersen dealer.

Still here as your local building material supplier. 146 GeNerAL PuLLER Hwy.,
Same great products and service you can rely on. Sarua, VA 23149
(804) 758-5347

Monday - Friday: 7 a.m. — 4 p.m.
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Whitehouse Creek « Corrotoman River
Everyone’s dream of a classic farmhouse with wrap-around views of Whltehn"““ Creek and long easterly views out of the mouth of
the creek across the Corrotoman to Weems. Quiet water and 5-# 2 "\ S ith electric and water. A contemporary gathering
space for sitting, dining, and preparing, all witk23 R —pre waterfront porch. First level owners’suite.
A world-class structure that could be a gues U - . pavillion with upstairs guest quarters, a work shop/garden shop, or abarn
with ample storage. Whatever the enjoyment, wrap-around, beautiful views as well. 2.29% acres.......cocoeereveuneerenerrereerncenennae $775,000.

Corrotoman « Rappahannock Rivers Browns Creek « Corrotoman River

At the confluence of these two healthy and beautiful tributaries, Beautiful views up (N), across (E), and down (S) this pristine trib-
unsurpassed views of sailboat races, abundant varieties of boat- utary. Really deep water. Unsurpassed beauty of the Corrotoman.
ing, untold flocks of geese and ducks, and other most enjoyable Ancient hardwoods, Virginia pines, and lush undergrowth of lau-
water activities. Broad, private, beautifully wooded, park-like rel and bayberry. An enormous building envelope for the home
setting with only one neighbor. 3.01+ ac........ccccvuunceee $365,000. of your dreams. Pristine privacy........ccccueeveuerevunenunn. Coming Soon.
https://gcockrellva.com/River-Village-Dr.shtml https://gcockrellva.com/Browns%20Creek-Corrotoman.shtml

GLENN C. COCKRELL
Call or Text (24/7) 804.436.3380
glennccockrell@gmail.com » www.gcockrell.com
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pring has us thinking about flowers, garden tours and
home improvement.

It’s also the time most home sellers put their properties
on the market. We have some advice for the first-time
home buyers from seasoned real estate professionals.

We've also talked to some garden pros about what to
plant, when and where.

Two of our reporters have highlighted historic homes,
Marble House in Middlesex County and Verville in
Lancaster County. Both are centuries-old and lovingly
restored.

And after this past winter’s frigid temperatures and
accompanying skyrocketing electric bills, we’ve talked to e ——

HVAC experts about a trending alternative to traditional - SimPLe iS Be’ITer

systems—the mini-split. See why it’s growing in popularity.
If you want to take a peek into some of the area’s ] 1 6
Homegardening...................oovenn..

most beautiful homes and admire their gardens, get your
tickets now to the late-April Historic Garden Week tours
in the Northern Neck and Middle Peninsula. Homes
in Lancaster, Gloucester and King & Queen will be on
display.

We’re so happy the warmer weather is finally here. Let’s
get outside and enjoy it.

Happy spring cleaning and happy gardening!

Susan (Q Lisa

susan@rapprecord.com
lisa@rapprecord.com

PLAIl SIHEAD
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=
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Rappahannock
Rentals

804-435-2393

RAPPAHANNOCK-RENTALS.COM
The Northern Neck’s leading equipment
rental provider for over 30 years!
459 Chesapeake Drive in the heart of White Stone

(=)

958 Years

YouRr LocaL CARRIER EXPERT

R/ man's Ine.

COOLING & HEATING

Urbanna, VA

804-758-2978

Cool O Cash

Visit us online at www.rymansac.com!

+ Unmatched Carrier expertise, efficiency and reliability
» Awarded Top 10 Richmond residential dealer
+ Service all brands

t As compared to a Carrier 10 SEER air conditioner

* Rebate savings range from $25 to $2,100 based on
equipment purchased. Expires on 5/31/2026.

See participating dealer for details.

REBATES FROM $25 UP TO $2,100.00
MARCH 1 — MAY 31, 2026

Pt N
I’s the Service /= FACTORY =
i~ AUTHORIZED *: ° o .
after the Deal \= W DEALER | Did you know... You can view Windows on the Bay
that Counts! (-

on your phone, tablet, or computer?
Visit RRecord.com or SSentinel.com

-::Z:C arrier )

Follow Ryman’s on Facebook - Instagram - @rymansac + Snapchat - rymanshvac

8 o WIIIDOWS OI1 THE BAY e March 26, 2026



Bulk Mulch, Grass Seed

Fertilizer, Lime

Erosion Control Products

& Rebar, Hardscapes
STIHL

and much more...

’/J

LONG & FOSTER

REAL ESTATE

See How The Power of A Team Can Work For You

Our clients value our presentation and exposure in a demanding market. Offering
HDR Photography, Aerial Photography, 3D Tours, Video, Virtual Floor Plans, Personal
Property Websites, Print & Internet Advertising, Staging Advice, Contractor Contacts.

Demand is High & Now is The Time to Sell!
Call us for a FREE Market Analysis & Marketing Plan.

Serving
Essex, Westmoreland, Richmond, Northumberland, Lancaster, Middlesex, Mathews & Gloucester Counties

[B (804) 724-1587 ¢ ShultzRealtors.com ¢ Lisa@ShultzRealtors.com @

Beginner gardeners
should start small,
build on successes

Whether yearning for a grand outdoor oasis or simply a few vegetable
plants for the patio, the journey to a dream garden begins with baby steps.

“Start small, and build on your successes,” said Ed Olsen, Virginia
Cooperative Extension Master Gardener director and consumer hor-
ticulture specialist.

Beginning gardeners with only a windowsill can try growing small
container herbs that are readily available at grocery stores year-round,
or at local nurseries and garden centers during the growing season,
according to the Virginia Farm Bureau Federation.

Aspiring vegetable gardeners should start by scouting for an out-
door spot that gets over 6-8 hours of sunlight per day.

“Container gardens are a great place to start,” Olsen said. “If you
can grow plants in a container on your deck for the summer, then you
probably can succeed in moving them out to the yard the next year.”

Those looking to beautify their yard with ornamental plants should
pick an area for creating a small garden bed to get started. The spot
will help determine which plants to choose.

After selecting the location, get to know the soil. Gardeners can
acquire a soil test kit from their local Extension office and submit a
sample to the Virginia Tech Soil Testing Lab.

Raised beds are another great option for beginners who are unsure
about their soil and want quick success. A 4-by-8-foot bed is generally
a good size to start.

After identifying the garden’s location, create a list of desired plants
with matching light and soil requirements.

Perennial plants are great options for beginner ornamental garden-
ers—offering “immediate gratification” and extended blooms. Toma-
toes and peppers are generally easy to grow and popular options for
beginning vegetable gardeners.

It’s also important to:

* Space plantings based on the size the plants will grow into—not
the size of the container.

» Avoid digging deep holes for planting. The hole should be no
bigger than the plant’s container.

» Water ornamental plants properly the first year for proper estab-
lishment.

* Visit pubs.ext.vt.edu to access Extension’s 2026 Pest Manage-
ment Guide.

* Read more “Gardening 101 tips in Virginia Farm Bureau’s Cul-
tivate magazine.

THE BULB SHOPPE & GARDENS
AT BRENT AND BECKY’S

Home Decor°Garden|ng Tools e Potted PlantseBulbs in
Season ¢ Display Gardens ¢ Gift [tems ® On-Site Events & more!

Open Monday through Saturday ® 9am to 4 pm
7900 Daffodil Lane ¢ Gloucester, Virginia
(804) 693-3966 x108 ®* www.brentandbeckysbulbs.com
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Dan and Tammy Caskie have recently

restored two historic Urbanna buildings,

. which includes the Marble House, a 1905

I ‘ ‘ home built from brick and marble salvaged

a Ous ) from the "Great Baltimore Fire” of 1904.

story and photos
e a shewcade once %a/m by Larry Chowning

rowing up in Urbanna in the 1970s and 80s created such

fond impressions on Daniel (Dan) Caskie that some 50

years later now he and his wife Tammy have come back
and given new life to two of the town’s historical treasures.

Dan and Tammy purchased the 100-year-old Town Hall

building on Cross Street in 2023 and restored it and have now
finished the restoration of the circa 1905 Marble House on
Virginia Street.
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“If  hadn’t grown up in Urbanna, I don’t know that we
would have taken on such a project as the Marble House,” said
Dan. “I remember as a kid, the old house sitting in the center of
town with no one living in it. It was very visible with no life in
it and I would think even then, what a great house!” he said.

“When it came up for sale, Tammy and I agreed that the
house is a town centerpiece, along with Lansdowne, and it
deserved to be showcased like it was when it was first built.”



The Marble House got its name from the tons of
marble used in the construction of the house. There
are marble floors on the porches and in the basement,
marble front steps, and headers and sills on the out-
side windows.

The Marble House was built circa 1905 by Lord
Byron (L.B.) Van Wagenen. According to Van
Wagenen’s granddaughter, the late Eunice Yester, the
marble was obtained from a Baltimore salvage com-
pany that came from the 1,500 homes that burned in
the “Great Baltimore Fire” in February 1904. The
brick and marble used in the house were delivered to
Urbanna on sailing schooners and hauled to the con-
struction site by oxen-drawn wagons.

L.B.’s fathet/David B" Van Wagenen, was born in
Ulster County, N.Y., on Oct. 5, 1817 and moved to
this area as a shipwright in the early 1830s. He had
learned the boatbuilding trade in the Hudson River
area.

David married Emily Frances Crittenden in
Gloucester on July 1, 1832 and they settled in the
house in Urbanna known today as the Wormeley-Lee-
Montague House across the street from the Marble
House. L.B. was born July 25, 1861 upstairs in the
Wormeley-Lee-Montague House in his parent’s bed-
room.

David used his shipwright skills to start a pile-driv-
ing business building wharves throughout the bay
region. L.B. went to work for his father at an early age
and the business flourished. While working on a pile-
driving job in Tilghman Island, Md., L.B. met Eunice
Frances Cummings, a daughter of a local waterman,
and they married on June 5, 1895. They would move
back to Urbanna where the Van Wagenen business
ventures continued to grow.

L.B.’s businesses would grow into full ownership
of the pile-driving business, part-ownership of sev-
eral commercial sailing vessels, an oyster house on
Urbanna Creek, a pickling processing plant and a gro-
cery store in town.

By the 1880s, the pile-driving business had pros-
pered to the point L.B. had several pile drivers and
accompanying vessels, as well as one steam-powered
ship. The pilings used in the marine business were
cut and shaped from trees on Red Hill, just outside
of Urbanna, where the Van Wagenens’ owned prop-
erty. The old portion of the cemetery on Red Hill
was started by the Van Wagenen family and L.B. and
family members were some of the first buried there.

The howse hslory

L.B. and Eunice had six children to survive to
adulthood. After the birth of the fourth child, L.B.
was able to complete the Marble House. The contrast
of the old colonial mansion of Lansdowne next door
to the only Queen Anne Victorian style house in town
surely was a point of conversation among townfolk
who were still rebounding economically from the
Civil War and Reconstruction period.

Urbanna had not seen such grandeur since Lansd-
owne was built in the late 1700s. The Marble House
was truly a mansion. The walls in the house are four
bricks thick with a space in the middle for insulation.
The home had its own battery house, a sulfuric acid

The wine cellar has an exposed

brick wall.

There is ornate wall paneling throughout the house.

A modern kitchen has been installed in the house. The kitchen was originally in the basement,
where food was cooked on a wood cookstove.



There are ornate fireplace mantels throughout the house.

lighting system before electricity to power lamps
inside the house. It also had the first indoor bathroom
in town and it had marble wainscoting. The house
was colorful as L.B. and his wife brought out his
Dutch heritage using bright colors on the decorative
outside areas of the house. The family had a live-in
cook and nannies for the children.

The family’s luck and fortune, however, turned bad
in 1921 when L.B. suddenly passed away and shortly
thereafter a storm destroyed the family’s pile-driving
business and heavily damaged the sailing vessels
— a fortune lost. Eunice was left with small chil-
dren, one only six years old and had to provide for
her remaining family. She maintained the store for a
period of time, worked in the Urbanna Manufactur-
ing Plant shirt factory as a seamstress, sold women’s

This eagle claw bathtub was original to the house and has been given modern fixtures.

Decorative stairs go up to all three floors.

garments from a mail-order house, sold nuts from
the pecan and walnut trees in the yard, baked pies
to sell, did clothing alternations and rented rooms to
travelers. Her son Alton Van Wagenen converted the
second and third stories into apartments each with a
kitchen and bathroom.

Eunice died in 1962 and her daughter E. Fran-
ces Sanders and her husband lived there until their
deaths. The ownership of the home then went to
L.B. and Eunice’s granddaughter Eunice Yester, who
made improvements to the home starting about 1999.

She recalled the many Christmases prior to World
War II when the adult family members would con-
gregate in the large parlor room. The Christmas tree
would be in the middle of the room, and the children,
including herself, would be at the top of the staircase

to watch the activities of the adults.

Vean and gémm-g Casbie

Dan, 63, grew up in Urbanna moving here with
his parents as a boy in 1972. He graduated from
Middlesex High School and followed in his father’s
footsteps becoming a civil engineer. His business is
in Richmond.

Dan and Tammy reconnected to Urbanna in 2023
when the couple purchased the Urbanna Town Hall
from the Town of Urbanna. The Caskies converted
the upstairs into a home for themselves and the
downstairs into a rental unit.

“Even when we were buying the Town Hall build-
ing, the Marble House was on our radar as a town trea-
sure that needed restoration,” said Dan. “We talked
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about buying it, if it came up for sale. Then we’d think,
‘what will we do with it?””

When it recently came up for sale by a Van Wagenen
family member, the Caskies purchased it and restored
it. During the restoration, A.B. Gravatt, owner of Lans-
downe, was installing fencing and working on his
grounds. The Caskies and Gravatt partnered to use the
same fence company to install the same style fencing
and landscaping to coordinate a similar look along Vir-
ginia Street.

Dan said that the house was originally built with gut-
ters built into the roof that drained into an underground
terracotta system which had long ago failed. The nega-
tive result was constant standing water in the basement.
“One of the biggest challenges with this property was
figuring out how to get the water away from the house
and out of the basement,” said Dan.

He was able to accomplish that with some major land-
scaping changes and redirection of water from the roof.

“We also wanted to brighten up the house. It was
dark and dreary,” he said. They installed LED lighting
and recessed ceiling lights in some areas of the house,
particularly in the basement. “The basement was dark,
wet and gloomy,” said Dan. It now has a game room, a
wine cellar and has lots of light.

The Caskies installed new heating, ventilation and
air-conditioning, a new kitchen, and created two bath-
rooms and a laundry room by eliminating a bedroom.
With the wood from the demolition of the bedroom, a
barn-style sliding door was built and installed in the
basement.

The Caskies kept all the ornate paneling, the impres-
sive stairway, chimney mantels and pieces, decorative
doorway molding and other built-in structural elements
reflective of the time that the house was built. They
created a wine cellar in the basement with an exposed
brick wall. They also found a treasure behind one of
the walls. A board with “L.B. Wagernen” (spelled
wrong) “Urbanna, Va.” used by the shipping company
at the time to denote where the materials were going.
The board is now mounted under a window in the
basement.

The Caskies are using the Marble House for family
and friends to stay when in town but would be willing
to sell, providing the right people were to come along
who have a love and understanding of what the Marble
House means to Urbanna — and to Dan and Tammy!

A closeup of the fireplace mantel paneling speaks to the wealth of the Van

Wagenen family at the time.

Doors feature working transom windows overtop for ventilation and heat distribution.
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Prepare a yard for
evening entertaining

Even when the sun goes down, the opportunity to entertain out-
doors is still possible. Transforming a backyard into an evening
oasis does not necessarily require major renovations, but it should
involve adjusting the atmosphere to facilitate comfort and visibil-
ity. The following tips can help hosts optimize outdoor spaces for
nighttime events.

Layered lighting

Lighting is the main priority when hosting at night. Lighting
establishes ambiance and creates safety in the space. Hosts should
avoid floodlights which can be too harsh and create a clinical feel-
ing. Instead, melding different lighting options together can set the
scene. String lights provide a warm, even glow that can outline the
perimeter and “ceiling” of an outdoor room. Low-voltage LEDs
or solar lights can make walkways more visible and call attention
to changes in elevation. Accent lighting, such as small spotlights
uplighting trees or architectural features, will create depth and
keep the yard from feeling like an abyss beyond the patio or deck.

Create focal points

Individuals will gather around various focal points in the yard.
These established zones will encourage conversation and other
activities. A fire pit is a natural magnet for outdoor events. Arrange
seating around the fire pit to keep conversation flowing. An out-
door bar also is a great place for people to gather, whether it’s
stocked with alcoholic or non-alcoholic drinks. Mark off an area
where people can mingle and dance. Set up an outdoor speaker in
this area.

Outdoor comfort

Contending with bugs and weather is a natural side effect of
spending time outdoors, particularly in the evening. Citronella
candles can keep mosquitoes and gnats at bay. A simple electric
floor fan also can be effective against mosquitoes, which are weak
fliers that can’t fly against the breeze. A fire pit, propane patio
heater and a basket of blankets can help tame the chills if the tem-
perature drops. Keeping pop-up canopies at the ready will help if
rain starts to fall.

Accessibility to food and drink

Beyond the bar, having self-service stations in various spots
enables guests to grab food or drink as needed instead of having
to trek indoors. Make sure these

Residential Electrical Since 1983

Hamilton Electric is a local, family-owned and operated electrical
business, serving York County, Hampton Roads, Middle Peninsula
and Northern Neck since 1983.

SOME OF THE SERVICES WE PROVIDE:

« Commercial and Residential + Renovations and Upgrades

« Panel upgrade and Service Changes - Ceiling Fans/Attic Fans
- Boat Lifts

- Generator Installation

« Interior and Exterior lighting
+ New construction wiring

Call for more for more information
757-566-0485

121 Leisure Road - Toano, VA 23168
www.hamiltonelectricva.com

spots are well-lit. Space drinks
a&ay from the food o prevent SERVING THE NORTHERN NECK AND MIDDLE PENINSULA

traffic jams. Invest in some cov-
ered containers that will keep
food safe from ants or flying
insects and trays to easily trans-
port glassware and other items
back into the house.

A'yard can be a magical place
to entertain at night when hosts
take a few extra steps to ready
the space.

FE8Y Bpen

Garage Doors

...because life is
hard enough

Installs and Repairs
Doors and Openers

804-580-7773
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A local, family-owned and operated husiness.

Serving all of Central Viirginia. Specializing in all types
of roofing, windows, siding, and gutters. We are
a class A contractor that is fully insured.

BESt  Voted Best Roofer by TD readers!

apluswindows.net | aplusroofing.com
804-303-4136 | 804-752-0008

2907 Hungary Spring Rd., Richmond, VA 23228 m
- Free Estimates -

River
TITLE &
~SESCROW, LLC

+ Residential & Commercial Real
Estate Closings

+ Real Estate Loan Closings

¢ Title Insurance

Navigating all your
real estate closing needs.

. 804.333.0195 .

www.rivertitleva.com

219 Main Street « Warsaw, VA 22572
Serving all of the Northern Neck

Long & Foster Real Estate Voted the #1 Best Real Estate Company
in the Best of the Rivah 2025 Competition.

THANKS TO EVERYONE WHO VOTED!
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De-it- Y swrcelf heme

ast fall, after looking at spindly and unkept

boxwoods for 30 years, my husband and I

decided to remove the seven bushes that
ran along our front porch and down the side of
the house. When we did, I also decided to rip out
four unattractive and unproductive rose bushes—
which I now know had rose rosette virus.

I’m starting this spring from scratch with two
bare flower beds in front of my house, which
prompted this article. What do I plant? Where do
I plant it and what is going to thrive in my full
sun bed?

I should also mention I don’t have a green
thumb and honestly hate maintaining a flower
bed, so I want heat and drought resistant plants
because you won’t find me in mid-July watering
my blooms.

I turned to longtime landscaper, BJ Jett, for

Portulaca is a sun-loving, drought tolerant annual ideal forZone 7.
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by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

direction. Jett owns Boxcroft Inc. in Reedville and
although the business no longer stocks and sells
plants, it did for many years and continues as a
landscape and lawn maintenance company.

Jett says her first question for clients starting
from scratch is what plants do you like and do you
have an idea what you want your garden to look
like?

I didn’t know what I wanted, only what I
didn’t...no more boxwoods! Although I love the
greenery, the bushes needed too much mainte-
nance and mine had been planted too close to the
house, blocked access to our crawl space and hid
our front porch.

I do, however, still want some type of greenery,
a perennial border at the rear of the bed. Jett sug-
gested a lower-growing perennial since my porch
is low to the ground. “And don’t pack it in,” she

gerdening:
14 iy

4

|

much work for
easy.”
one rear TIow

said. “Too much is too
yourself.  Simple is

By that she meant, O
of perennials and then a row of color-
ful annuals in front. [ had  three to four rows
in the bed prior with a row of boxwoods and rose
bushes, then a row of grasses and finally a row of
annuals.

“You want to plant something that is appropri-
ate for the size of your garden,” said Jett. “And
of course, what you plant depends on the sun,
whether it’s full sun or shade, and how large it will
get.” Jett said when picking out plants or flowers,
“remember that everything is going to get bigger
than it’s supposed to.”

For my greenery, she suggested a low-growing
variety of distylium or hoogendorn. Hoogendorn
is a compact Japanese holly. It has a boxwood-like

Distylium is an evergreen that grows with dense and layered branches. It
grows three to four feet tall and can grow in full sun or part shade. Photo
by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi



appearance and can grow to four feet tall but it’s a
low-maintenance shrub that thrives in full sun and is
relatively drought-resistant once it’s established.

Distylium, according to a Southern Living article,
is the “best landscape plant you’ve never heard of”
and it’s “a southern gardener's dream plant,” an ever-
green with dense, layered branches with most variet-
ies.

Hostas are also hardy perennials and are available
in both full sun and shade-loving varieties.

With the region’s often hot, dry summer months,
heat tolerant and drought resistance plants and flow-
ers are a must. We fall into Zone 7 or 7B, with a last
frost in late March or early April and the first frost in
mid-November.

“Typically you want to plant something that
doesn’t require a lot of maintenance. You don’t want
to have to be out there watering everyday,” said Jett.

Leigh Carter, the garden center manager at M&M
Building Supply in Hartfield, suggested succulents
as a great addition to a sun-drenched bed. They are
hardy and productive even in rock beds.

For color, her annual picks are geraniums, portu-
laca, vincas and lantana. “Petunias are pretty but not
drought tolerant,” she stressed.

“Spring and fall is the best time to plant no matter
what the plant is,” said Carter. Late March, April,
May and early to mid June are prime planting times.
July and August are the months you need to water to
keep things alive.

“A lot of my customers want to plant something
in the middle of July. They think they can just throw
it in the ground and leave it but that plant still has to
be established to thrive,” she said. “They’ll come in
July and say my flower or plant isn’t looking good, I

BJ Jett pulls weeds to prepare a bed for planting. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

Rose rosette disease had infected all of my rose bushes. The condition causes
roses to grow deformed stems, leaves and flowers. Bushes often have new
red growth that never turns green with very thick stems and flower buds that
grow in tight, tiny clusters. The virus is spread by a parasite from one plant to
another. If one plant has the disease, you can assume the other nearby bushes
will soon develop it.
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want to replace it. But what they have to realize is if you
replant you have to take care of it.

“You can plant in the middle of the summer, but
you’re going to have to treat it like a newborn baby,”
said Carter.

Carter said the best thing for gardening newbies is to
research what perennials and annuals thrive in the zone,
and then of course, find out if the garden spot is in sun,
shade or part shade.

Sedum is a low ground cover she suggests. It spreads
but doesn’t completely take over the garden. She also
likes cat mint, black-eyed Susans, lavender, blanket
flowers and achillea.

Melanie Ercelino, the new greenhouse manager at
True Value in Kilmarnock, also suggests clematis, a
climbing perennial that loves sun.

Morning glory, zinnias and hibiscus are also sun
lovers.

“The good thing about annuals is you can change
them up every year for a different color bed,” said Jett.

There are a few plants they all agree on avoiding.
Native plants tend to spread rapidly and take over a Arizona sun blanket flower is a heat and drought tolerant perennial with red flowers and

garden. Gardenias don’t do well in a harsh yellow tips. It blooms continuously from summer to fall. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

summer and barberry bushes, (O
although they are tough, color-
ful shrubs that are deer and disease
resistant, produce thorny stems that can be
painful to prune.

The best bet annuals for Zone 7/7B are:

* Full sun—marigolds, zinnias, lantana, sunflowers,
celosia, geraniums, portulaca, pansies (spring and fall)
and dahlias.

* Part shade/shade—begonias, impatiens, coleus and
salvia.

Hoogendorn is a compact Japanese holly that resembles a
boxwood but does not grow as big.

and is drought-  Another hardy and versatile perennial is yarrow, which produces

inca produces white, pink or red blooms from summer to fall. It lov
tiny, tightly packed flowers. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

tolerant. It's ideal for sunny gardens and containers
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PAVER PATIOS o RETAINING WALLS « OUTDOOR KITCHENS - FIREPITS

GRADING « GRAVEL DRIVEWAYS « NEW LAWN INSTALLATION

WILL BARRACK

Virginia Class A Landscape Service Contractor

804.577.7506

Weems, Virginia
willvillelandscaping@gmail.com « Find us on Facebook
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w Jenkins Construction - Northern Neck
W I L L I L LE is a licensed General Contractor providing

FARM & LANDSCAPING

LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED

COMPLETE LANDSCAPE TRANSFORMATIONS

general remodeling & renovation services
for homes and businesses in the Northern
Neck & Middle Peninsula regions of VA.

B This includes carpentry, deck / porch /

o patio construction and reconstruction,

cabinet installation, window replacement,

and interior/exterior painting - and much,
much more!
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1 (804) 462-8119

jenkinsofnorthernneck.com
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Crowther Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
has been providing top-notch heating and
air conditioning services since 1954.

We repair, maintain, and install HVAC systems.

Crowther Heating
o Aldr Cenditioningm
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Professional Septic Services

« Septic Tank - pumping

. . . . o Coastal Title & Settlement is proud to offer 100% mobile closings

« Septic System - installations/repairs ) )
at the convenience of our clients.

« Portable Toilet - rentals + We also provide complimentary moving supplies for all buyers to
. . help make your transition easier.

» Luxury Toilet - trailer rentals o 25% off the settlement fee for all educators, law enforcement officers,

firefighters, first responders, military personnel, and healthcare workers.

804-529-62 1 o o At Coastal Title & Settlement, we’re committed to making every
closing simple, convenient, and rewarding for our clients
877-529-0712 COASTAL TITLE & SETTLEMENT
wcloweryinc@gmail.com processing@ctsllc.biz « Office 804-480-0722

**100% MOBILE CLOSINGS - WE COME TO YOUR CLIENTS **

298 Northumberland Hwy. - Callao, VA RESIDENTIAL, INVESTMENT, COMMERCIAL & NEW CONSTRUCTION
& )

Affordable and Quality-built Log Cabins
customizable for endless possibilities.

—n

Providing you writh the perfect cabin
of your Dreams!
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On these pages we have a sampling of the
dozens of commercial and public works projects in
Lancaster, Northumberland and Middlesex coun-
ties. Some are new constructions in progress, some
are recently completed and others are major reno-
vations of existing buildings which have occurred
over the last year.

IsaBell K. Horsley Real Estate has
served the area for decades. The
new office building in White Stone,
designed by Randall Kipp opened
in September 2025. Photo by
AnnGardner Eubank

In July 2025, the Northumberland Family
YMCA opened the Brent Family Aquatic
Center which features a retractable enclosure
for year-round enjoyment of the pool. The
facility is at 6348 Northumberland Highway
in Heathsville. Connemara Corp. was the
general contractor for work in preparation
for the pool enclosure, which was installed
by the manufacturer, DynaDome. Photo by
Jackie Nunnery

Workers are finishing the 4,400 square-foot terminal building at Hummel Field airport in Topping. The Virginia Department of Aviation
(VDOA) will pay for 89% of the cost of the $1.7 million terminal (about $1.5 million). The remaining $187,000 will be split equally by airport
owner Middlesex County, and terminal builder DelCorp, whose president is Oscar Barber, a longtime aviator. Each will pay $93,500. Photo
by Tom Chillemi
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A restored and revitalized Westland Beach in Lancaster County officially opened in November 2025. The 15-month, $4.8 million
project restored the beach using 16,000 cubic yards of beach sand recovered from dredging the nearby marina channel. A series
of jetties were constructed to protect the existing beach and allow more sand to naturally build. About $2 million of the project
came from state and federal grants related to flood preparedness and small watersheds. Other amenities include—a 450-foot long
pier on the Rappahannock River with fish cleaning stations; feet washing stations at each end of the public beach, public restrooms,
and a 50-space parking lot. All features are compliant with the Americans with Disabilities Act. Master plans were designed by
GuernseyTingle Architecture and LPDA Landscape Architecture. Engineering was provided by Bay Shore Design and Bay Design
Group. The beach restoration and pier installation was provided by Docks of the Bay. The parking lot, restrooms and boardwalk
were constructed by Norman Company. Photo by Jackie Nunnery

The Boys & Girls Club of the Northern Neck recently began construction of a new
10,000-square-foot Youth and Teen Activity Center at 8200 Northumberland Highway
in Heathsville. Phase 1 of the $4.4 million project includes this dining center along with
an art space, STEM lab, teen area and learning center. Work should be completed in
the spring. Construction of Phase 2, which includes a 9,000-square-foot gymnasium
and multi-purpose space, will begin this summer. Architectural work was done by
GuernseyTingle with construction by Henderson, Inc.

Sports Complex Road leading into the Middlesex County
Sports Complex in Locust Hill recently received a $75,000
paving job and it is being funded from Middlesex County
six-year secondary Virginia Department of Transportation
(VDOT) road funds. Photo by Larry Chowning

Construction is nearly complete on Lancaster High School, off
of Old Saint Johns Road and Irvington Road next to Dream
Fields. The new school will welcome students in grades 7
through 12 on August 10. Work on the $75 million dollar
project was done by Branch Builds and VMDO. Photo courtesy
of Lancaster County Public Schools

92 ¢« WINDOWS 01 THE BAY o March 26, 2026



This spring, Harper's Cove Park, the $1.4 million public/private partnership between Still Kickin’
Seafood and Lancaster County, will open. Amenities include a fishing pier on Antipoison Creek,
additional parking and new restrooms to support an existing boat launch with courtesy ramp. Old
Orchard Builders is providing construction work. Photo courtesy of Lancaster County

Work recently began on Phase 2 renovations of Festival Halle in
Reedville. The work, awarded to Expert Construction of Richmond,
includes installing new drywall and doors, enlarging

the kitchen space to make room for commercial kitchen
appliances, and making restrooms ADA compliant. Photo

courtesy Greater Reedville Association

ProSafe Storage opened its third location in
Kilmarnock at 880 Irvington Road on March 1.
Construction began at the 200 unit storage facility
at the intersection of Irvington Road and James
B. Jones Memorial Highway in September 2025.
The facility has both temperature controlled and
non-temperature controlled units. Based out of
Richmond, ProSafe Storage also owns the storage
facilities at 524 North Main Street and 120
Hawthorn Avenue in Kilmarnock. Photo by Lisa
Hinton-Valdrighi

There's a new traffic pattern at the Kilmarnock Convenience Center, 320 White Pine Drive,
Kilmarnock. The expansion project is in its final stages with additional compactors and storage
buildings to be installed. Photo by Lisa Hinton-Valdrighi

The Old Farm Truck Market in White Stone debuted “The Barn” in the fall
of 2025. The Barn offers covered outdoor seating for the Market's freshly
prepared lunches and serves as a gathering place for community events
like First Friday celebrations and concerts. Photo by AnnGardner Eubank
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Recent Town of Urbanna
property research revealed

by Tom Chillemi

Only about 59% of real estate in the Town
of Urbanna’s boundaries is owned by an
Urbanna resident, reported town treasurer
Michele Hutton at the March 12 town coun-
cil meeting. This means 41% of real estate in
town is owned by non residents.

These figures are just slightly lower than
the ratio she reported in 2021 when 60% of
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town real estate was owned by residents and
40% was owned by non residents.

Hutton said her latest research was based
on bills for the year 2025 and 444 properties
taxed at more than $75.

Urbanna resident-owned properties came
in at 59% which is 262 properties. Of the
Urbanna property owned by non residents,
14 live in Middlesex County, and 138 live
outside the county.

575 LOCKSLEY HALL ROAD — REEDVILLE

« 74+/- Acres — 700 ft. Waterfrontage |
« No Restrictions — Private

« 4 Bedrooms / 2.5 Baths

- Garage

20825 MARY BALL ROAD — WHITE STONE

(TN
g T I 7

« 18 +/- Acres
+ Rocking Chair Front Porch

+ House 2601 SF +/-

« Apartment over Garage 1,174 SF +/-

LOT 126 ROCKFISH ROAD — NORTHUMBERLAND

«3.24+/- Acres
« 3 Bedroom Certification Letter
+ 210" +/- Of Waterfront with Pier
« Amenities with Pier And Ramp

Buying or Selling? Call me today!
Licensed in the Commonwealth of VA

A Serving the surrounding areas since 1962 =

GENEVA DAWSON - 804-436-6453
G. C. Dawson Real Estate « 707 Corrotoman Circle - Kilmarnock, VA 22482
Email: geneva.dawson51@gmail.com - www.gcdawsonrealestate.com
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May2 ¢ 9am-1pm
COME JOIN US! (If It rains, we have a
15,000 sq. ft. showroom to entertain.)
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Education, planning, professional
advice pave the way for
first-time home buyers

by AnnGardner Eubank

used to be simple.

To rise through the ranks and achieve upward
mobility despite social class or birth circumstances
required hard work, determination and initiative.
With this grit, raising a family, owning a modest but
nice home and maybe taking a vacation every year
or so was achievable, often with just one household
income.

Today, even getting a piece of that pie through
homeownership takes more than just hard work and
determination. With unprecedented property values,
increases in insurance premiums, and a general rise
in the cost of living, purchasing a home for the first
time doesn't just take hard work, it takes a whole lot
of planning.

In 1980, the average age of a first-time home buyer
in the U.S. was 28. Today, the typical first-time home-
buyer is 40. While it’s true that the price tags on
homes are continuously increasing, there’s several
other challenges first-time home buyers face today
that they weren't facing 40, 30, or even 10 years ago.

Principal Broker Katie Dew with IsaBell K. Horsley
Real Estate says there are a number of factors that
have caused the age of the first-time homebuyer to
increase in recent years.

According to Dew, today’s first-time homebuy-
ers compete with additional outstanding costs that
weren’t as prominent years ago. From staggering
student loans, car payments, high rent, medical bills
and increased cost of living, saving large percentages
of paychecks can be a challenge for many.

Despite the challenges of rising expenses, Dew said
getting into the practice of small savings can com-
pound over time and can ultimately set yourself up
for long term success.

“Education on savings is key. If you want to build
your wealth, the number one place to build is real
estate,” she said.

Dew noted simple changes in normal day-to-day
spending can amount to impressive savings over
time.

The formula to achieving the American Dream

From left are Katie Dew, Layton Dew, lzzy Dew, David Dew and Nelson Horsley.
IsaBell K. Horsley Real Estate has been a family owned and operated real estate
company for generations. Photo courtesy of Katie Dew
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She referenced what is called “The Latte Effect,”
which emphasizes small efforts compounding over
time for a large reward.

“A lot of people will spend $5 on a coffee or a latte
every day and not think anything about it, but the
thought of designating $5 every day in savings can
seem challenging,” she said.

She added that by making coffee every day at
home for pennies on the dollar instead of spending
$5 or more per cup can save hundreds of dollars
every year. That simple swap alone won'’t save you
enough to purchase a home of course but taking
that habit and applying it throughout other aspects
of personal finances can lead to surprisingly large
savings.

Before meaningful savings can begin, Dew encour-
ages future homebuyers to gain a clear understand-
ing of their current financial situation.

Knowing not only what your take-home income is,
but also how you spend your money, is critical for effec-
tive financial planning. Understanding your debt obli-
gations and monthly expenses allows you to set realistic
goals and develop a practical savings strategy.

Dew says several financial apps can help people
track their spending, monitor their credit score and
better understand their financial picture. Apps such
as Rocket Money, CreditWise and Acorns can provide
useful insights and help individuals build healthier
financial habits.

Once spending patterns and income are clearly
understood, Dew recommends setting up automatic
transfers from each paycheck into a dedicated sav-
ings account.

“The key is finding a percentage you can maintain
every month,” she said. “Once it’s automatic, you
don't really feel the impact.”

Beyond saving for a down payment, Dew also rec-
ommends establishing a separate savings account
specifically for home maintenance.

“Buying the house is just the beginning,” she said.
“There’s lawn care, paint, repairs and eventually
things like roof replacement.”

With the average home price in Virginia hovering
around $400,000, saving for a traditional 20% down
payment can feel overwhelming. While reaching that
goal may take time, Dew says consistency and a clear
financial vision can make it achievable.

“When your vision is clear, your decisions are easy,”
she said.

When homeownership becomes the goal, scaling
back spending in other areas often becomes easier
because there is a tangible objective to work toward.

For families who are financially able, Dew says

there are also ways parents or grandparents can help
the next generation achieve homeownership.

One option is establishing a gift fund, which allows
family members to provide financial assistance
toward a home purchase without tax penalties within
certain limits.

Another option is a “gift of equity.” This occurs
when a homeowner—often a family member—sells a
property to a relative at a discounted price. The dif-
ference between the sale price and market value can
help reduce closing costs and improve the buyer’s
loan-to-value ratio.

Co-signing a mortgage is another way family mem-
bers may help. In addition to strengthening a buyer’s
loan application, a co-signer may also help secure a
more favorable interest rate.

Family assistance is not the only path available to
first-time homebuyers.

In rural regions like the Northern Neck and Middle
Peninsula, the United States Department of Agricul-
ture offers loan programs that allow qualified buyers
to purchase homes with zero percent down.

Other programs, such as Freddie Mac’s HomeOne
and Fannie Mae’s HomeReady mortgages, offer flex-
ible options for lower-income borrowers and may
require down payments as low as three percent for
eligible applicants.

Virginia Housing also offers resources specifically
for first-time homebuyers, including the Virginia
Housing Down Payment Assistance Grant, which can
be paired with eligible Virginia Housing loans.

With so many programs, financial considerations
and decisions involved, the home-buying process can
feel overwhelming.

That’s why Dew says working with trusted profes-
sionals—both a realtor and a loan officer—is essen-
tial.

“It's one of the biggest financial decisions you'll
ever make,” she said.

Dew and her team at IsaBell K. Horsley Real Estate
are currently working on plans to host a community
class designed to help prospective buyers understand
what to expect and how to prepare for their first
home purchase.

While the average age of first-time homebuyers
continues to climb, Dew says proper planning and
education can help people reach their homeowner-
ship goals sooner than they might think.

“Don’t wait to buy real estate,” Dew said. “Buy real
estate and wait.”

Real estate, she says, remains one of the most reli-
able ways to build long-term financial security—not
only for yourself, but for generations to come.
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Plant festival
and sale set
for April 25

The Northern Neck Master
Gardeners (NNMGQG) recently
announced the Bloom & Grow
Festival and Plant Sale will be
held from noon-4 p.m. April
25 at Ingleside Vineyards,
5877 Leedstown Road, Oak
Grove.

Admission is free. Attend-
ees will have the opportunity
to browse and purchase hun-
dreds of plants spanning over
75 species, all curated for local
landscapes, reported Mary
Beane, Extension Master Gar-
deners coordinator.

Gardening accessories will
be available for purchase.
Master Gardeners will offer
horticultural advice and edu-
cational talks.

Plan a family day filled
with continuous children’s
activities that inspire future
gardeners, said Beane. Enjoy
musical performances featur-
ing English Country Dance
selections. Food from a local
food truck vendor and wine
from the Ingleside Vineyards
will be available for purchase.

NNMG has been a cor-
nerstone of education and
conservation  since  1989.
In 2025, NNMG volun-
teers donated over 15,000
hours of service across
Lancaster, Northumberland,
Westmoreland, Richmond and
Essex counties, Beane said. Its
mission is to provide research-
based horticultural informa-
tion and educational programs
to the residents of the North-
ern Neck through community
outreach, youth projects and
environmental  stewardship.
Their work includes manag-
ing demonstration gardens,
conducting horticultural ther-
apy for seniors and provid-
ing science-based information
through help desks, shoreline
evaluations and plant clinics.

The Bloom & Grow and
Plant Sale Festival is an oppor-
tunity to share that knowledge
while providing the public
with high-quality plants and a
festive afternoon for all ages.

To learn about becoming a
Master Gardener, visit nnmg.
org.

STREAIVILINIE
ROOFING

NORTHERN NECK

57 CHESAPEAKE DRIVE
WHITE STONE, VA 22578

WWW.STREAMLINEROOFINGCO.COM
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FREE ESTIMATE!
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NOBLETT

Appliances
17 South Main Street, Kilmarnock, VA 22482 (804) 435-3031 www.noblett.com
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Verville, approaching from the north, the center portion of the house is the original 1725 construction. In the early 1800s, Judge Ellyson Currie expanded
the home’s footprint by adding an east wing library on the right, which is hidden behind the small north wing office added during the same period. He also
added a west wing pantry, which is now a kitchen, on the left. The most recent additions were made by the Duntons—a porch off of the east wing, also
hidden by the office, and extending the west wing to include an informal dining room and bedrooms. The house was listed on the Virginia Landmarks Reg-
ister in 1986 and the National Register of Historic Places in 1987.

W%@%f a home for the generations

by Jackie Nunnery

Unless otherwise noted, all photos courtesy of Ammon Dunton Jr.
and the Lancaster Virginia Historical Society.

erville is a home with a history longer than
the country and built on a parcel
with a story going back even further.

Over nearly four centuries, there have been many names but
just a handful of families that would make a life at this spot of
Lancaster County. The original patent, issued in 1663 to Thomas
Chetwood, encompassed 500 acres between the Eastern and West-
ern Branches of the Corrotoman River in Merry Point.

The tobacco plantation, then known as Barford, changed hands,
ultimately acquired by Capt. Thomas Carter in 1670. Then three
generations of Carters would live in three homes overlooking the
tobacco fields to the river.

Carter to Gordon—a plantation divided and united

The homes and plantation would be divided among four of Cart-
er’s sons and ultimately their heirs upon his death around 1700.
Col. James Gordon first purchased land in 1742 from Thomas
Carter, a grandson of Capt. Carter. Sheep have long been a fixture of the property and a favorite of the Dunton family.

Over the next decade Gordon continued acquiring acreage The children would often give them Biblical names.
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from Carter descendants, ultimately reunit-
ing the original 500-acre plantation, as well as
adding adjoining acreage. After the death of the
elder Gordon in 1768, James Gordon Jr., ran the
tobacco plantation then called Gordonsville,
with plans to develop a shipping town by the
same name on the banks of the Corrotoman.
Those plans would never materialize, but he
did make the first of many updates to the then
50-year-old home, updating the interior and
possibly being responsible for the change in roof
structure.

Although many historical accounts state that
Verville was built by James Gordon around 1745,
“it’s likely that it was built earlier, around 1725,”
says current owner Ammon Dunton Jr.. A life-
long history buff, Dunton has heavily researched
and written about the home’s history as well as
shared the home through photographs and tours.
His theory is that the middle of the three houses
shown on a 1784 map was built by Thomas Cart-
er’s son, Henry, and purchased by Gordon in the
process of acquiring the land from the original
500-acre plantation.

According to Dunton, Thomas Waterman (an
architectural historian who also would oversee
restoration at nearby Belle Isle in 1940) inspected
the house and came to the same conclusion about
its age in a report to the State Landmarks Com-
mission written in the 1930s. Dunton’s sleuthing
continues in order to solidify the timeline as well
as the location and fate of the other two homes.
In addition to working with archeologists to ana-
lyze artifacts found on the property, he recently
hired a firm to use ground penetrating radar to
locate other buildings.

Gordon to Currie—one family migrates
west and one family plants roots

With the death of Gordon Jr. in 1794, the
property was left to his son John, except he and
the rest of the Gordon descendants had all left
by that time. “The lands here had been worn out
by tobacco, so there was a general immigration
from Lancaster County to the west,” Dunton
said. “No one wanted to stay.”

The Currie family joined Verville’s history
in 1803 when Judge Ellyson Currie purchased
the 650-acre plantation from John Gordon and
named it Verville. Over the next 156 years, four
generations of Curries left their mark on the
home and property. Judge Currie expanded the
home, adding an east wing next to the dining
room which contained a pantry and storeroom
(now a kitchen). A west wing and north ell was
later added for Currie’s library and office. Bed-
rooms were added to the floors above in each
wing.

Dunton said his research into tax records
showed that by 1815, Verville was one of the
most valuable homes in Lancaster County,
second only to Belle Isle. With the death of
Judge Currie in 1829, Currie’s widow Elizabeth
married Rawleigh William Downman, owner
of Belle Isle. His son, Ellyson Armistead Currie
became a doctor and practiced medicine in an
office built off of the west wing which was later
demolished. Coincidently, the younger Currie
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This 1784 map was included in a petition to the General Assembly to create Gordonsville,

a proposed port town on the Corotoman River. While the General Assembly approved the
project, it never came to fruition.
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A portrait of the late Katharine Dunton and her dog Missy, painted by local

artist Linda Byrum, greets visitors in the drawing room.

Ammon Dunton in the north wing study, which he turned into his office.

Photo by Jackie Nunnery
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married Olivia Downman of Belle Isle, creating
further ties between the prominent homes.

Currie to Oliver—a plantation in decline
and a revival

The Civil War and the following decades were
a period of decline at Verville. Dr. Currie passed
away in 1877, leaving the family with little to live
off of—except land. They repeatedly sold 10-acre
parcels and postponed upgrades on the house. By
1879 the plantation now consisted of the home
and 176 acres for Dr. Currie’s widow Fannie with
191 acres divided among the children.

Latane Currie received his mother’s share upon her
death in 1896. Unlike Belle Isle descendants, who in
1928 sold much of the home’s elaborate woodwork to
Henry Francis duPont for his estate, Winterthur, the
Curries refused, leaving the home intact.

In 1959, the Currie family sold Verville and 52
acres to Judge Walter and Elizabeth Oliver. Not
only were they knowledgeable about colonial
homes, they were able to hire Walter Macomber,
a prominent historical restoration architect who
had worked on the Williamsburg restoration and
Mount Vernon. He was able to add modern con-
veniences like bathrooms and air-conditioning
without drastically altering the appearance of the
colonial home.

Just after the restoration was completed, Judge
Oliver died. The Olivers never made Verville their
home as planned.

Oliver to Dunton—a family home again

In 1966, Dunton was living in New York City
and working at a Wall Street law firm, when
his wife Katharine suggested a detour back to
Lancaster County where Dunton was raised. “She
made it clear to me that she was not going to raise
a family in Manhattan.”

The couple looked at a few old houses that were
available. “This house, we found to our surprise,
was available and Kathy was glorious. She loved it
from the moment she saw it.” After renting Ver-
ville for a year as a test run, they purchased the
home and 62 acres in 1967, turning the restoration
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and expansion of the home and property into an
adventure. “Katharine was a big lover of history as
well as my partner in this,” Dunton said.

They hired Macomber again, this time to design
a porch and formal garden at the west end of the
house. “My wife felt like she had to have some way
to enjoy the outside,” he said.

A later east wing addition included an infor-
mal dining room, additional bedrooms and a wine
cellar, seamlessly added to the centuries-old home.

“What Kathy and I did was to locate old materi-
als of the same period as the house. I bought two
ruins, a brick ruin in Essex County that was in my
family and a wooden ruin that was in the Hard-
ing family in Northumberland. Every day I would
come home, we would take 150 bricks and then
we'd carefully knock all the old mortar off. We did

that for two years. We had to have thousands of L e s LS E
bricks to build just the chimney and the building,” Located in the oldest part of the home, the drawing room retains all of the
said Dunton. architectural details—tall ceilings with elaborate cornices, detailed carvings

The addition became a family project. “Our on the fireplace mantel and wainscoting on the walls—from when it was

children were growing up at that point, they were constructed in 1725.

helping, bringing bricks up from the pile, and
stacking them into neat piles for the mason.”

Work was not limited to the home. On the sur-
rounding property, they traded tobacco, for fields
of soybean and pastures of sheep. They hired a
landscape architect to re-design some of the gar-
dens. They also purchased some surrounding par-
cels, nearly doubling the acreage.

“It was our joint endeavor to make the house as
livable as we could and as accurately representa-
tive of the period as we could. We had a wonder-
ful career of loving this old place and loving each
other and having a common thing to share,” he
said. “This was sort of a joint venture for us.”

Katharine passed away in 2013 and now the next
generation, his daughter Mary and her family, is
preparing to take on the responsibility of owning
this historically significant home.

“That is to me, and it is to my late wife, great
news, because it meant so much to us to sustain and
improve the property. To know that another gener-
ation has the same interest means that what we've
done will not be forgotten. So that's rewarding.”

R
RN
LT o

This sunny porch was a must-have addition to the home by the Duntons in
1974. It was designed by Walter Macomber to blend with the older architecture.
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Hummel Field providing big
economic boost to MP and NN

by Tom Chillemi

Hummel Field, the
Middlesex County-owned
general aviation airport in
Topping, experienced a huge
increase in total economic
output between 2016 and
2024, according to Stephen
Smiley, a senior planner
with the Virginia Depart-
ment of Aviation (VDOA)
and program manager for the
economic impact study of
Virginia airports.

“You have the benefit of
having the highest increase
in the entire Commonwealth
of Virginia in terms of total
output from 2016 to 2025,”
Smiley told the Middlesex
County Board of Supervi-
sors at its March 3 regular
monthly meeting. “The
total output of the airport
increased over 723%.”

According to a 2024 avia-
tion department’s economic
impact study, Hummel
Field’s total economic
output is just shy of $7 mil-
lion. The economic impact
includes 57 jobs produc-
ing $2.3 million in wages,
while its Gross State Output
(GSO) is $4 million, an
indication of value Hummel
airport adds to the Middle
Peninsula and Northern
Neck economy.

Hummel Field is unique
in the state, Smiley said.
During the interim between
2016 and 2025, the runway
was realigned and extended.

The county is “really reaping

the benefits” and they come
at minimal expense to

Middlesex County, he added.

Construction funds

In summer 2020, the
VDOA changed the status of
Hummel to a “General-Avi-

Coming Soon!
Look for the May

Rivah Visitor's Guide

on newsstands
April 23.

ation-Community” airport at
the request of the Middlesex
supervisors.

As a general aviation
airport, Hummel became
eligible for the first time in
its 80-year history to receive
state funds for construction.

In 2022 the runway was
lengthened 1,000 feet to
3,200 feet and the north end
was realigned six degrees to
the east so planes would not
have to fly over houses. The
VDOA funded 70% with
the remainder being paid by
DelCorp, a local aviation
business based at Hummel.

Nearing completion is
a $1.7 million terminal at
Hummel. The VDOA will
pay for 89% of the cost of
the $1.7 million terminal
(about $1.5 million). The
remaining $187,000 will
be split equally by airport
owner Middlesex County,
and terminal builder Del-

Corp, whose president is
Oscar Barber, a longtime
aviator.

The previous study of
Hummel Field was done in
2016. There is a four-year
cycle for studies, which
would have meant there
should have been a study
in 2020, but that was the
year COVID-19 severely
slowed activity and post-
poned the study, explained
Smiley.

The study factors in
economic development that
includes jobs, wages and
the value an airport adds to
Virginia’s economy, states
the report. It is calculated
by taking what the industry
produces and subtracting the
cost of its necessary materi-
als, such as fuel, mainte-
nance, or utilities.

A technical report is due
in April giving more detail,
said Smiley.

Locally installed by Allison’s ‘\
SOLAR SCREENS Awnings A division of 1lisOn"s

5 I
PROUDLY SERVING THE NORTHERN NECK FOR OVER 50 YEARS

3010 Northumberland Hwy, Lottsburg, VA

Allison’s Ace Hardware AWNINGS

«Colorful Sunbrella
Fabrics
+Digital Imaging
Technology
« Pool & Patio
Umbrellas
«Solar Screens

INTERIOR

EXTERIOR

Manufactured by
Y

inside your home. the view. Privacy and bug

protection.

{AMBERTH

BUILDING MATERIALS, INC.

(804) 435-1695 White Stone, Va.
www.lamberthbldg.com

Delivering Service Since 1917
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Tenfold LLC Site Services

Machine with Experienced operator available by the hour
e Reasonable Rates ¢ ¢ No Job Too Small ¢
aovw rwf;(L

e 49 Years of Experience e
e Grading Yards & Driveways e Tracked Skid Steer

fpeloer

Cindy Lloyd Design

o |nstall Culverts e Tractor w/ Power Rake & more
804-761-3715 ¢ Small Clearing Jobs ¢ Small Excavator
¢ Field Mowing ¢ Free Estimates

Be sure to visit our
Space in the Call Steve @ 804-436-6111 e ~
Kilmarnock Antique Gallery!

Complete Interior Design Services
In Home Design Consultations

5011 Richmond Road » Warsaw, VA K
featheryournestcindylloyddesign.com

Did you know...

You can view Windows on the Bay on your phone,
tablet, or computer?

Search for “Southside Sentinel”
or “Rappahannock Record” in the app store!

Rappal\h_eamock
Westminster-Canterbury

A Continuing Care Community

At Rappahannock Westminster-Canterbury, you'll
enjoy an active, involved lifestyle in a beautiful, rural
community close to the Chesapeake Bay. Our campus
offers 165 wooded acres with plenty of groomed
walking trails and a man-made lake for fishing,
canoeing and kayaking. Housing options include
apartments, cottages and stand-alone homes. And

NS

with Total LifeCare, you also have the security of

knowing you will be surrounded by fascinating fellow
residents and caring staff for the rest of your days.

Call us for lunch and a tour at

804-438-4000!

132 Lancaster Drive, Irvington, Virginia 22480 | 804-438-4000 | info@rw-c.org | www.rw-c.org
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Mini-Splif?

Ductless “mini-split”
heating, air conditioning
experiencing increased
usage in area homes

by Tom Chillemi

nuctless “mini-split” heating and air
conditioning has been around for decades.
And, the technology has improved so much that
the ductless mini-splits can surpass the efficiency
of traditional heat pump systems that uses ducts.

As the name implies, “ductless” means there
are no bulky ducts to move heated or cooled air
around the building. Instead, an outside small
heat pump sends refrigerant via small pipes to
an inside air handler that’s mounted on the wall,
explained Eric Smith, who along with his wife,
Stephanie Smith, owns Ryman’s Inc. Cooling and
Heating in Middlesex County. Their son, Adam
Smith, specializes in ductless installations and
service for the company.
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Each indoor unit controls the temperature in
one area giving energy-efficient, zoned climate
control, Eric Smith said.

Mini-split efficiency is better than conventional
heat pumps that lose capacity as the temperature
drops lower than 35 to 40 degrees Fahrenheit, and
then, backup heat is used. Mini-splits do not have
backup heat, but instead rely on their efficiency of
20 to 30 SEER, which stands for Seasonal Energy
Efficiency Ratio. Higher numbers indicate how
well the unit heats and cools using less energy.
“They actually provide 100% capacity down
to 5 degrees,” said Eric Smith. “They are very,
very efficient in producing heat at very low
temperatures.”

In comparison, the best conventional heat
pumps have a SEER of 23, he said.



Alfernative

The units heat, cool and dehumidify, as the temperature demands. And,
they do it quietly. They have variable speeds and they only give as much as
needed. They are not running full speed and then stop, he explained.

Ductless mini-splits are a good choice for older homes that may not have
enough room under them for ductwork, he said. They are ideal for bonus
rooms, sunrooms, garage apartments, garages, and little additions. The
indoor unit can be mounted on a wall near the ceiling or at floor level. There
are also “cassette” air handlers that mount on the ceiling so all that is seen is
a grill.

Cost savings

Part of the mini-split cost savings is there is less labor. They can be installed
in a day and there is less material. They cost less than half of a ducted system,
said Eric Smith.

Mini-splits are compact. The outdoor unit is small enough to be mounted
on the outside wall, or they can be mounted on a platform. One outdoor unit
can supply up to six indoor units, which can be controlled individually.

If a building has at least two outdoor units, one can serve as a backup if
the other one is offline, said Smith, who has 32 years experience in HVAC at
Ryman’s Inc., which was started in 1968 by the late Otis Ryman.

Mainfenance

Smith recommends having the units checked once a year to clean the
coils and the drain pans that carry away water extracted from the air in the
dehumidification process.

The homeowner should regularly clean the filter of the indoor unit. The
filter slips out the front and is sprayed off with water. Dirt and dust on the
coils reduces efliciency, he added. For very dirty units, Ryman’s Inc. has a
special cleaning process to power wash the inside unit. Units will last about
15 years depending on the maintenance, he said.

Mini-splits work best where there is open space and few walls. However,
the heated or cooled air will spill into areas such as halls and keep them close
to the same temperature. “These are really the perfect scenario for anything
that you want to do on a cheaper route, or you don't have room for duct
work,” he explained.

Hybrid

Smith said he thinks that in 10 years mini-split technology will be used
in half of all new HVAC installations. Right now there is a “hybrid” system
that uses a ductless outdoor unit, but uses a ducted air handler inside. “It
gives you the capability of putting ductwork in or retrofitting to a ductwork
system. So it gives you the best of both worlds,” said Smith. “You can get the
high efficiency and the advantages of the ductless world in a regular ducted
system”

The hybrid system is good for a situation where there are walls and the
ducts will move the air to different rooms. “The industry is moving towards
mini-split technology along with old school air handlers,” he added. “I don't
think it will completely take over the industry, but ductless is probably about
30 to 35 percent of our business right now.”

Smith has a hybrid system in his garage and this winter when the wind chill
was 15 degrees, the heated air was anywhere from 105-125 degrees. “T actually
saw 135-degree heat one day when it was 17 degrees outside.” All the heat came
from the mini-split outdoor unit, without supplemental backup heat.
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Chesapeake
Property
Management
Call Jennifer Dilday, Owner Rivah season is herel
for your residential and commercial needs
“Your Hometown Electric & Plumbing Source Serving Ca]l todag tO el
804-435-8710 Homeowners & Contractors For Over 30 years!” QOU.T Spot 804-435-
1577 Goodluck Road « Lancaster, VA 22503 Open Mon - Fri 7:30 a.m. — 5:00 p.m. '
Sat 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 1701 or 804-758-2328,
454 N Main Street, Kilmarnock (next door to Sal’s Pizza)
SPECIALIZING IN REPLACEMENT 804.435.2241

B B
2 B
WG BE.THE KING
DIRECT
Vinyl Windows « Patio Doors « Storm Doors O F I I I E F L AM E -
804-462-7840 - Lively, VA « windowsdirectva.com || § x

r—_—_—_—_—_1

| TAKE A STEP BACK IN TIME... i

| Rivah Relics & Murphy’s Seed/Country Store |

| Collectibles & Antiques |
I Garden Supplies, Hardware & more! 1

MURPHY’S SEED SERVICE, INC.
Rt. 202 « Mt. Holly, VA + 804-472-2755

L__________J

BROOKVALE MINI-STORAGE = . | APRI L 1-30

Don't miss NWP's Live Outdoors 10% Off Sale*on all
outdoor propane grill appliances. Experience
superior heat distribution and precise temperature
control for perfectly grilled, flavorful
meats and veggies every time. Visit the
NWP Live Outdoors Pavilion, Monday
through Friday, 8 am to 4 pm, and claim
your place as king of the flame.

Dona McNeal and Elizabeth Price

804-435-1209

(accepting text messages)

—OFFICE HOURS —GATE HOURS Our Blaze LTE2 Four-Burner Grill is an
Tuesday through Friday, Summer 7 am to 8:30 pm affordable commercial-style grill.
9 am-5 pm / Saturday, Winter 8 am to 5:30 pm

Sunday & Monday Closed

www.brookvalemmlstorag bzt 3531 Irvington Road, Irvington, Virginia 22480 M

Between Kilmarnock and Lancaster Courthouse
*The NWP Live Outdoors 10% Off Sale does not include fireplace inserts, gas log sets, cast iron

THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS! stoves, Rinnai® Tankless Water Heaters, DuroMax Generators, heating fuels, or propane. 0
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J . \C [ : N\ Agriculture
D L White Contractor Mermaid "
Home Organization grants may
For all your new construction . o -
and home care needs Personalized organizing be available
. . . - systems and solutions
Framing e Roofing e Siding ¢ Additions The Northern Neck Veg-
Remodeling © Flooring ® Trim e Painting Declutter & Organize ® Downsize & Refresh ﬁ etable Growers Association
Patios and more Pre-Pack & Stage ¢ Unpack & Place continues its commitment to
. ) @ agriculture by offering five
L’?g’(’]ze)d:;aé’g 4’”’135’3“ WV;V(\;-A“;?;";;SS-?m @ | scholarships totaling 10,000
- - - to deserving area youth study-
\ f \ ) ing agriculture.
Locally, eligible applicants
must live in Essex, Gloucester,
King and Queen, King Wil-
liam, Lancaster, Mathews,
3 ; , » Middlesex, Northumberland,
Serving the Northern Neck and Surrounding Counties since 2005 Richmond. or Westmoreland
. counties.
Licensed & Insured Class A Contractor For cligibility  require-
. . ments and an application,
230 Sand“ne Dr‘ Wh|te Stone Va‘ visit https://westmoreland.ext.

t.edu/ /northern-neck-
804'436'7318 zegetl;;llz‘ivgsrg\?vrerse—gnss%ecia-

tion-2026-scholarship.html, or

office@hanleyelectrical.com contact the extension office,

Most major credit cards accepted 49%58692&23151??52@&;;1?2;;

@gﬂ: 24-Hour Emergency Service ttth Srglvmtn‘:é’iﬁéf‘ﬁ%
Servies, LLE! www.hanleyelectrical.com Office, 18849 Kings Highway,

Montross. No electronic trans-
missions accepted.

Come Check Out Our New Selections in Level 1 Quartz

wq Scan to learn more SHOW ROOM HOURS Uniqueness supports

Child Liberation Foundation
Monday - Friday 9:30 AM to 5 PM
UNIQUENESS Saturday 9:30 AMto 1 PM

BELLA STONE SURFACES
405 North Main Street - Kilmarnock, VA
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Presented by the Garden Club of Virginia, Historic Garden Week is the only statewide house
and garden tour in the nation. Tours will be held throughout the state April 18-25. On the fol-
lowing pages, local tours are highlighted.

Garden Club of Garden Club of Garden Club of
Gloucester-Mathews the Northern Neck the Middle
Peninsula
Gloucester Tour Kilmarnock Tour King & Queen Tour
Saturday, April 18, Wednesday, April 22, Friday, April 24,
10a.m.-5 p.m. 10a.m. -4 p.m. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
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Colraine

Historic Garden Week

1 Gloucester to feature
four beautiful homes

Presented by the Garden Club of Virginia, Historic Garden Week is the only
statewide house and garden tour in the nation. The event is set for 10 a.m.-5
p.m. Saturday, April 18, in Gloucester County. It offers visitors a chance to tour
inspired homes and private landscapes, public gardens, and historic sites across
Virginia. In addition, more than 1,000 world-class floral arrangements adorn the
house interiors.

The Gloucester tour, by the Garden Club of Gloucester and Mathews, features
four beautiful and unique waterfront homes and gardens:

» Warner Hall, a large historic 17th century plantation on the Severn River
originally built by George Washington’s great-great-grandfather.

* Colraine, a beautiful 19th century home on Wilson Creek built over five
years by Pennsylvania Dutch carpenters.

» Covenant and Oyster Point, two lovely 20th century homes fronting the
Piankatank River.

For tickets, visit vagardenweek.org.

Email questions to gloucester@vagardenweek.org.
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Oyster Point

MOBILE PAINTLESS
DENT REPAIR SERVICE

~ CHESAPEAKE
\HOMES

Your local Design/Build firm

‘@OGSM At your home or office

K q Repair Dents from Hail,

A Veteran Owned Company Thrown or Fallen Objects &
Door Dings

Specializing in Modular Homes

R a0

Carl Barber « Increase Resale Value 804-43 5-7 706

 Restore Original Appearance p .
804-761-2259 R — Please call to schedule appointments/consultations

www.ches-homes.com ¢ 202 S. Main Street, Kilmarnock
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GORDONS

Tree & Construction Services

Siding, Concrete, Rip Rap Installation

& Repair, Stone Foundations & Patios

Ralph Gordon
(804) 385-3697
ralphgordon2448@gmail.com
Gordonstreeandconstructionservices.com

Tree Removal, Trimming, Clearing Roofs,

Rivah

Visitor’s Guide

(THE

Rivah season is herel
Call today to veserve
youy spot, 804-435-

1701 or 804-758-2328
IMay Rivah advertising
deadline: Apr 10
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Insurance Agency, Inc.
“Sound Insurance for Every Need”

Serving the Northern Neck & Surrounding Counties

Two Locations to Serve You:

51 Factory Lane 17318 King’s Hwy.
Callao, VA 22435 Montross, VA 22520
804-529-6226 804-493-8872

DEE DAVID

kitchens

We're not just designers, we're cooks. We think kitchens
should be efficient to use, enjoyable to view, and full of fun!

KITCHENS, BATHROOMS, OUTDOOR KITCHENS,
LAUNDRY ROOMS & MORE!

CO.1c

baths

Northern Neck 804-724-0829

www.deedavidandco.com @ info@deedavidandco.com

WAGNER BUILDER LLG

Serving the
Northern Neck
and Middle
Peninsula
38+ YEARS EXPERIENCE

Reliable Home Builder & Quality Construction
We are:
* Fully licensed and insured - #2701037354

o A lead safe renovator
* EPA and OSHA 30 Certified

Contact: Wagner Builder, LLC
Address: 2483 Mila Road, Healthsville VA 22473
Phone: 804-205-6675

Email: wagnerbuilderlic@gmail.com

BuiLDERS ® ResIDENTIAL ® COMMERCIAL

WE SPECIALIZE IN:
Carpet ¢ Vinyl ® Area Rugs ®* Hardwood
Luxury Vinyl Tile ¢ Custom Rug Binding
Ceramic Tile ¢ Laminate ¢ VCT ¢ Area Rug Cleaning

Serving the Middle Peninsula &
Northern Neck for over 30 years.

10860 Gen. Puller Hwy., Hartfiel
804-776-6611
www.mill-end.com
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Scenic views, inspired architecture,
outdoor living space and historic
charm highlight Kilmarnock tour

HISTORIC GARDEN WEEK
IN THE NORTHERN NECK
Wednesday, April 22, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

The Garden Club of the Northern Neck will host the 2026
Historic Garden Week in the Northern Neck tour highlighting
six distinctive properties near Kilmarnock.

Five waterfront homes along Indian Creek, just off the Ches-
apeake Bay in Kilmarnock, showcase scenic views, inspired
architecture and thoughtfully designed outdoor spaces.

The Manor House at Historic Ditchley offers a remarkable
glimpse into the region’s colonial past and historic landscape.

Together, the properties reflect the area’s deep connection to
land, water, and enduring traditions of coastal living. Located
within a designated National Heritage Area, the tour ticket
includes shuttle transportation for easy access between sites.

Historic Garden Week is an annual fundraising event of the
Garden Club of Virginia in association with affiliated clubs
statewide.

The Manor House

at Historic Ditchley

Founded in the mid-1600s by the Lee family, Ditchley fea-
tures a Georgian manor house built in 1752 by Kendall Lee. The
estate later belonged to Colonel James Ball Jr. and remained in
the Ball family until after the Civil War.

Over time, the house evolved through several additions,
including a south wing added in 1840 and a north wing added
in 1932 by Alfred and Jessie Ball duPont, who also introduced
modern amenities and the signature herringbone brick drive.

Listed on the National Register of Historic Places and recog-
nized as a Virginia Historic Landmark, the 162-acre property
features orchards, pastures, woodlands, shoreline, historic box-
woods, flower beds and a large kitchen garden that reflects the
estate’s long agricultural heritage.

Current owners Cathy Calhoun and Paul Grosklags have estab-
lished Ditchley Cider Works and placed Ditchley under a conser-
vation easement, ensuring its preservation for generations to come.

Heron Cove

Tucked along a quiet cove of Indian Creek, this 1985 resi-
dence blends natural beauty with a gracious architectural
design. Set on two-and-a-half acres, the property is framed by
mature magnolias, crepe myrtles and towering pines.

Inside, a round foyer, a dramatic second-story catwalk and
three porches encourage seamless indoor-outdoor living.

A whimsical hallway “Cabinet of Curiosities,” displaying
shells and natural treasures, reflects the homeowners’ deep
connection to the coastal landscape. Outdoors, beyond a ter-
raced pool, lies the “Field of Dreams,” a lush garden layered
with magnolias, lilies, hostas and seasonal blooms. Rhonda
and Chris Beale, owners

Five Little Indians

Across the creek from Indian Creek Yacht & Country Club,
this coastal retreat is distinguished by its full-length porch and
signature eyebrow window.

French doors open to tranquil water views, where herons and
ospreys glide past and dolphins occasionally surface.
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Built in 2013, the home takes its name from Indian Creek and
the five cousins who spent their summers crabbing off the dock
and boating to nearby “Pirate Island.”

Inside, tall ceilings and an open layout create an inviting setting
for gatherings. Outside, mature oaks provide shade for the gardens,
while the porch remains the heart of daily life, from sunrise coffee
to sunset suppers. Pam and Tom Roberts, Susan Stone, owners

Off The Menu

Set on 2 acres between Indian and Henry’s Creeks, this stun-
ning property features a Nantucket-style shingled main house
built in 2004.

A winding tree-lined driveway leads to gardens filled with
wisteria, jasmine, camellias, peonies, roses and daylilies. A
Southern-style wraparound porch opens to a patio overlooking
the pool, beach and private dock.

Inside, the home showcases extensive millwork and reclaimed
heart pine floors. The interior décor is thoughtfully curated with
a collection of antiques, an 1855 Chesapeake Bay map and a
painting of Miss Ann, the 1926 fantail yacht once owned by the
Tides Inn in Irvington. Pamela and Michael Grady, owners

Todd’s Pointe Of View

This reimagined Craftsman-style home at the entrance to
Indian Creek seamlessly balances timeless riverfront charm
with modern elegance.

Expansive water views, ornamental grasses and Hollywood Off the Menu, Don Monteaux Photography
junipers define the serene landscape, while a travertine-edged
pool adds a resort-style touch.

Inside, a soft coastal palette and river-inspired décor enhance
the natural setting. A covered second-story porch offers an invit-
ing spot for morning coffee, afternoon reading, or sunset cock-
tails, perfectly capturing the relaxed elegance of coastal living.
Carrie and Monte Todd, owners

River Dayz

Built in 2001, this authentic Tidewater-style home features
simple lines, a distinctive green metal roof and wide porches
that embrace coastal life.

A two-year renovation completed in 2025 introduced a strik-
ing great room with floor-to-ceiling windows and two dramatic
porches overlooking a swimming pool and Indian Creek.

The thoughtfully designed landscape includes hollies, dian-
thus, roses, hydrangeas, butterfly bushes and a weeping cut-
leaf maple. Named for the owners’ goldendoodles—River and Todd’s Pointe of View, Don Monteaux Photography
Daisy—River Dayz is a cheerful expression of gracious water-

Your local Home Accessibility experts!

Specializing in Ramps, Lifts,

Grab Bars, Bathroom Remodels,
and More!

804) 435-1359

Partnered with Local Healthcare Agencies; Call for references.
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River Dayz, Don Monteaux Photography

front living. Beth and Sheldon Groner, owners

Tour information

Tour Headquarters and Check-in: Ditchley
Cider Works, 1571 Ditchley Road, Kilmarnock.
Wristbands will be issued to all ticket holders.

Parking and shuttle: Parking is available only
at Tour Headquarters. All other tour properties
are accessible only via the shuttle, which will
run continuously.

Tickets: $50 each in advance at gcvirginia.
org /historic-garden-week/tickets/. On the day
of the tour, $60 each at Tour Headquarters

and online. Ages 5-17, $15 each, online only;
younger than 5 free, accompanied by an adult.

Lunch: $15 and $18 each by prepaid reser-
vation. Place order by April 15, ditchleycider-
works.com. Pick up from 10 am.-3 p.m. at
Tour Headquarters.

Tour properties require walking and have
uneven ground. Walking shoes are highly rec-
ommended. This tour is not appropriate for visi-
tors with accessibility issues. Curbside drop-off
and wheelchair access are not available.

The Kilmarnock tour co-chairs are Rhonda
Beale and Linda Lindfors.

Excavation - Lot Clearing -Slabs - Basements
Septic Installation « Erosion Control-Roads
Driveways - Grading - Demolition - Hauling

w

SELF TIMBER™

EVERYTHING WE OFFER!

i Scan HERE!

Woodyard

(804) 462-7913

Monday - Saturday 8AM to 4PM
Sunday - 8AM to Noon

Top Soil-Mulch-Stone
Wood recycling

¥% WE DELIVER!

Garden Club of the Middle Peninsula’s
April tour features K&()’s
Bruington Historic District

A sure sign of spring is the Garden Club of Virginia’s Historic Garden Week, April 18-25, when
houses and gardens are open throughout Virginia.

This year’s tour hosted by the Garden Club of the Middle Peninsula will be on Friday, April 24,
featuring beautifully preserved 19th-century homes and historic churches in King and Queen County’s
Bruington Historic District. Uniquely immersive in history, the tour will offer visitors a rare and moving
tribute to the lives, struggles, and triumphs that shaped a community and a nation.

Of the special activities planned, the Rev. Cora Harvey Armstrong, one of Virginia’s most sought
after Gospel artists and King and Queen County’s own Gospel recording artist, will sing gospel songs
twice on tour day.

Properties on the tour include:

* The Vineyard, a beautifully preserved Federal-style home circa 1816.

* Erin, a rare example of mid-19th century brick architecture in this area, built circa 1857.

* Cloverly, the last large antebellum home built in the area.

» Marlborough, a striking Greek Revival home.

At the heart of Bruington stands Bruington Baptist Church, dating to 1790 (the current building was
erected in 1851). Bruington is the “mother church” to several congregations, including two African-
American Baptist churches — Bethlehem and New Mount Zion — founded by formerly enslaved
members after the Civil War.

Bethlehem Baptist Church shares a rich history with the area, reflecting its founders’ determination
during challenging times for African-American communities in rural Virginia. More information about
the featured properties and Bruington history will be in upcoming issues of the Southside Sentinel.

Tickets are $45 in advance and available for advance purchase by visiting https://gcvirginia.org/his-
toric-garden-week/. Children’s tickets are $15, ages 5 to 17 prepaid, online only. Tickets are $55 on the
day of the tour.

Homemade box lunches, $20, may be pre-ordered until April 18 at www.gardenclubofthemiddlepen-
insula.com or by mailing a check to New Mount Zion Baptist Church, 944 Pea Ridge Road, Bruington,
VA 23023. Lunches will be available for pick up at King and Queen Library, 396 Newtown Road, St.
Stephens Church, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Visitors can look forward to an enriching and inspiring day
exploring the historic properties and rural Bruington area on April 24.
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Honesty and Comfort where it counts
-Repairs - Replacements
* Design and Build
- New Construction
«Mini Splits - Gas Furnaces
* High Efficiency Inverter Heat

+ Residential, Multifamily
804-543-6976 & Light Commercial

Donna L. McDonald, EA

Tax Preparation
and Resolution of Tax Issues

Admitted to Represent You Before the IRS
Local on the Northern Neck

Negotiate and Advocate with
the IRS on your behalf

e Tax Payment Plans

* Fines, penalties, levies
* Frozen bank accounts
* Respond to IRS notices

Special access to IRS for problem

resolution
Confidential

By Appointment
Evenings & Weekends

(804) 436-7513
Weems, VA
donna.mcdonald.ea@gmail.com

donnadoestaxes.com




fully maintained 3 bedroom, 2 bath Bungalow
on Sturgeon Creek with scenic water views
to the Rappahannock River! Deep, protected
water. Over 1,900 sqft great for year round

living or waterfront retreat!  Sunroom, spa-
cious family roomffireplace, panoramic water
views throughout! Deck overlooking creek,
outdoor shower, detached garage, pier. NOW
$719,000

i £

WILTON CREEK - Waterfront 3 bedroom,
2 bath comer condo unit overlooking Wilton
Creek and Creekside community pool. Gas
log fireplace, wrap around deck. Offered fully
fumished - Move-in ready! Deeded deep wa-
ter boat slip with quick access to the Piankatank
River included — Protected cove. Community
amenities: pool and clubhouse, exercise room,
workshop, tennis courts, boat/kayak launch

ealt@g

o Cglcbrating

e e

MILL CREEK - Wake House - Private water-
front retreat - 4 BR, 3 BA brick ranch on 18+
acres (4 parcels — 2 waterfront, 2 off-water).
Just off Rappahannock River & Chesapeake
Bay! Finished Walk-out basement, workshop,
waterfront patio. Attached garage, several
outbuildings, detached bamn, fenced pasture.
Boathouse, floating boat dock & jet ski lifts,
large platform pier. 4-5" MLW $1,750,000

LOCUST HILL - Rappahannock River Views
— 2 bedroom, 1 bath river cottage with views of
river and just a short walk to public boat ramp
and community dock for boating and fishing.
Move-in ready! Like new stainless appliances,
new heat pump... many nice upgrades! Large
bunk house heated/cooled. Outside shower,
small shed. Wrap around deck. $309,000

and storage area. ~ $354,900
www.musonreully.com

Eric Johnson ... ... 815-8374

CraigHall ........ 815-8494 Lance Shores. . . ... 824-4909
Steve Darman. . .. .. 815-2036 Wendy Shores .. ... 824-4299
R. D. Johnson II . . . .815-8320 Realtors Kelly Guess . . . ... . 758-2343
Irvin R. Shackelford .815-8400 Deb Rowzee. ...... 724-1312
Zani Autry ........ 512-8350 Terry Hamilton . . . . . 347-1960
Crystal Mason. . . ... 815-8389 Wendy Pond. ...... 366-0482

Tiffany Newman . . . .815-9455
(Urbanna 758-5372 / Saluda 758-2777 / Deltaville 776-9295

Inc.

ver 65 Years!

PIANKATANK RIVER - Deer Chase -4 bed-
room, 3 bath cottage on the Piankatank River
offers great river views, large living area with
kitchen and eating area combined, screened
porch, deck, storage shed, pier with boatft... 1
acre... Nice community with private boat ramp
nearby. $599,500
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ISABELL K.
HORSLEY
Lowl, Eotote OFFICE URBANNA
LOCATIONS: (804) 758-2430
WATERFRONT
! ) —

D8 ( PU DR

U DO
Whiting Creek w/ 275" Shoreline —3 BD / 2 BA
Furnished 1 BD Guest Cottage — Creek Room w/

River Views — Pier w/ Power & Water
2-Car Garage

h
'ﬁ‘ ;
Andrea Holt Shelley Ritter i
A, 804-854-9530 301-717-5157 -

UNDER CONTRACT IN IUST 1 WEEK

. .
GGS FERRY ROAD
LD - $1,795,000

Piankatank River Waterfront — 283' Shoreline
Covered Slip w/ 12K Lift — Panoramic Views

McKann Payne
804-815-4192

151 BADGER ROAD
DELTAVILLE - $349,500

Community Boat Ramp & Dock — Minutes to Town
Charming 2 BD / 1.5 BA — Bonus Room
Many Upgrades! — New HVAC, Bathrooms,
Refrigerator, Range & More!

Great full-time residence or weekend getaway!

David Dew = &
804-436-3106 &\

|

ROAD
HAR ) DOC
Charming 3BR / 2BA Home beside Piankatank Golf
Course. New Carpet, Detached Garage & Shed,
Plenty of Outdoor Space, and no HOA. Peaceful
Living Near the River.

I'-"

a . Jennifer Miller
oty 804-361-8244

ST b . ua

GREAT LOCATION TO TOWN W

RELL COVE

- $715,000

CARTER'S CREEK — 3' MLW at Dock w/ Boat Lift
Potential Room for Waterfront Pool

Private 1.8 Acres — Living Room w/ Fireplace
Sunroom — Hardwood Floors - 3 BD Areas / 2 BA

David Dew = é Katie Horsley Dew
804-436-3106 1\ 804-361-9141
e 1

OF WATERFRONT

— T i
560 EUBANK LANDING ROAD
TOPPING - $1,295,000

Rappahannock River Sunsets & Protected
Meachim Creek — TWO Docks, BEACH, Totally
Renovated Home — 1-Floor Living — 3 BD /3 BA

Bonus Room — No HOA — Producing STR — Enjoy
& Make Income — Huge Footprint (Garage) in the
100" RPA

Katie Horsley Dew
804-361 9141

DELTAVILLE ‘
(804) 776-9297

UNDER CONTRACT IN 7T)E¥“§

U
N,

| DRROTOMA

RILMARNOCK 439,000

275" Waterfront — 3 BD / 2 BA + Furnished Guest
Cottage — Pier w/ Power/Water — River Views

ﬂ , & Diana Wolfson
804-567-8348

BE¥x
VIEWS FROM NEARLY EVERY ROOM!

| N
NERS WOODS DRIVE
D - $1,450,000

Fabulous WIDE Views & Sunsets on Piankatank
River — 5'+ MLW at Pier w/ Covered Boat Lift
Screen Porch — Vaulted Ceiling & Fireplace in LR
3500 SF—3BD /3.5 BA — 2 Acres — Tst Fl. Primary
3 Bonus Rooms — Workshop & 3 Bay Garage

David Dew * s} i

804-436-3106 1

NEW CONSTRUCTION & MOVE-IN READY

Katie Horsley Dew
804-361-9141

32 DOD LA

MATHEWS
(804) 725-5680

495,000

I MARNOCK

On Dividing Creek — 3 Acres — Built 2024
1-Floor Living — 3 BD / 2 BA — Open Concept

Vaulted Ceiling Great Room — Kitchen Island
Waterside Deck — Fire Pit — Minutes to Town

David Dew ~ &
804-436-3106 & "

SLaca O fetthonn O feck,/CNVlidille Poninsutn Realtors

‘ WHITE STONE
(804) 435-2644

84 WEST BAY DRIVE
KILMARNOCK - $975,000

Bayfront Townhome — Spectacular Views
Deep Water Slip — Screened Porches

H , & . DianaWolfson
804-567-8348

EASY WATERFRONT LIVING

161 BEACH COVE DRIVE
WHITE STONE - $550,000

Endless Views on the Rappahannock River to
the Bay — Totally Renovated — New Kitchen &
Appliances — Shiplap Vaulted Ceiling in Living

Room w/ Gas Fireplace
2BD/2BA- Wrap -Around Deck HUGE BEACH!

David Dew * é

804-436-3106 4"

Katie Horsley Dew
804-361 9141

15 ClARK LANE
KILMARNOCK - $285,000

1-Floor Living w/ Basement
Large Living Room with Fireplace
Kitchen with Dining Area — Family Room
2BD /2 BA - Fenced Back Yard

Katie Horsley Dew
804-361 9141

LT
“VOTED THE Best
Real Estate Firm
11 Years in a Row!”
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&sz Mlete JWW & Cthor GFabubous Listings Oisit:

www.HorsleyRealEstate.com




