








Jackson Creek Wharf was built in
1885 by Tom and Mark Hewitt.
The wharf extended across
Jackson Creek channel over

the sandbar off of Stove Point
and ended facing Chesapeake
Bay. The end of the pier was

in deep enough water that
steamboats could come and

go. Jackson Creek Wharf was

the only wharf in the county that
had a draw over the channel that
opened and closed so boats could
come and go through the channel.
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the river where the boat stopped,” he said. “The steamboat
got there around 11:30 or 12 o’clock at night. We would all
stand at the end of the dock waiting. When they would get off
the boat, | can see the people now, screaming and crying, and
hugging and kissing for joy. You know, there is nothing like a
homecoming.”

The longest wharf
Morattico Wharf, also called Whealton's Wharf, is €on
sidered to have been the longest steamboat pier on the
Rappahannock. By the 1920s the steamboat had brought
commerce to Morattico. Baltimore’s Lord Mott vegetable
processing plant had established two local branches one at
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the wharf and an oyster holding shed located near the end of
the wharf. All this was fueled by the steamboat coming and
going.
At some point, oyster shells from the wharf were thrown
into the water. Today, the only physical reminder of the wharf .
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For a dime, young boys would haul passengers’ baggage in Burhan’s Steamboat Wharf at Locust Hill had a post office named Cooper. A pickle factory was also

small wagons going to and from the hotel.Newlywed couples located on shore where local farmers sold cucumbers and were paid so much for each basket of 100
used the steamboat for honeymoon trips where Morattico cucumbers. The rail car carried cans and freight from the end of the wharf to shore. The wharf was
Hotel provided a night or two stay. The steamboat was also named after John S. Burhan of New Jersey who built the wharf in 1887. Courtesy of the late Jack Miller
the fastest form of transportation at the time to reach a-hospi

tal.

On Monday morning if a man needed a suit cleaned and
pressed, he could put it on a steamboat bound for a cleaners
in Baltimore and it would arrive back on Thursday ready for
church on Sunday.

The end

With the introduction of Virginia’s Bryd Road Act of 1932
that turned over the maintenance of secondary highways to the
state, resulting in improved inland transportation, the steam-
boat era stopped and the commerce surrounding villages like
Morattico, Sharps, Water View, and Bowlers dried up.

The popularity of automobiles and roads worked to the
advantage of other communities such as Kilmarnock, White
Stone, Tappahannock and Gloucester, all located on main
thoroughfares.

The steamboat and life surrounding the wharves, though,
have a special aura about it that makes the Rappahannock
steamboat era a special place in time!

The Morattico Steamboat Wharf is considered the have been the longest Rappahannock River
steamboat wharf to exist. To learn more about Morattico's long wharf visit the Morattico Waterfront
Museum Saturdays noon-4 p.m. and Sundays 1-4 p.m. Courtesy of the Morattico Waterfront Museum
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This early 20th century
Middlesex County African-
American schoolhouse
served about 30 students
from first grade to high
school and was one of
several neighborhood
one-room schools in the
county. (It is no longer
standing.) Courtesy of the
Middlesex County Museum

Undated photo of

Merry Point Wharf on the
Corrotoman River. Photo
courtesy Steamboat Era
Museum

REEDVILLE
FISHERMEN'S
MUSEUM

WHERE HISTORY AND COMMUNITY MEET

Set along Cockrell Creek, the Reedville Fishermen'’s
Museum brings the maritime history of the
Northern Neck to life through historic buildings,
working boats, exhibits, artifacts, archives, and
educational programs. The Museum preserves and
shares the stories, traditions, and industries that
shaped Reedville and the Chesapeake Bay.

The Museum is more than a place to explore the
past—it’s a vibrant part of the community, bringing
people together through family programs, exhibits,
concerts, boat building, and beloved annual events.

Come explore, gather, and experience the heritage
of Reed\ville for yourself.

Phone: 804-453-6529
Website: www.rfmuseum.org

Address: 504 Main Street Reedville, VA 22539

Our Mission: To protect and share the maritime history of
Reedville and the lower Chesapeake Bay through educational

lives of the area’s residents and visitors.
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INSURANCE AGENCY

ESTD. 1928

Serucce, Hduice and Price

Personal and Commercial Insurance

Home Auto

Flood Marine
N

@;ﬁm Business @tﬂ
Agent’ Choice®
30 N. Main Street
P.O. Box 1629 e Kilmarnock, VA 22482

(804) 435-1144

www.hubbardinsurance.net
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FESTI RENTALS.

To learn more or book your date, contact em@rfmuseum.org

177 Main Street Reed\ville, VA 22539
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s——\HOMES . e e
Serving the Northern Neck & Middle Peninsula for over 50 years
Your local Design/Build firm 804-529-7578

Specializing in Modular Homes 3010 Northumberland Highway

804-435-7706 ]{l\ rorsue 8 ”SQQBON'S ACE

. 7
Please call to schedule appointments/consultations 11‘%2&62
www.ches-homes.com ¢ 202 S. Main Street, Kilmarnock allisonsace@yahoo.com - allisonsacehardware.com |

pfaqers since 1970

HONORING Our HERITAGE. CREATING Our FUTURE.
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For 55+ years, The Lancaster Players has been a home for community theatre -
where volunteers and patrons come together to share the power of live storytelling.

From our beginnings as an after-school endeavor to today’s full season of plays,
musicals, and youth programs, we remain rooted in the talents of neighbors who
build, design, perform, and host. Their dedication is our heritage.

/f live theatre sparks your imagination, come be a part of our SfOO/fB//lhj tradition!

361 Chesapeake Drive, White Stone | lancasterplayers.org | 804 435 3776
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l\/las sip Realt lnc.

Serving Tidewater Virginia’'s |V|Idd|e Peninsula
and Northern Neck Area

Your Local Realtors Since 1957

Farms, Land, Homes, Acreage, Waterfront, Cottages,
Estates, Lots and Commercial Properties

www.masonrealty.com

3 Convenient locations

SALUDA URBANNA DELTAVILLE
804-758-2777 804-758-5372 804-776-9295
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