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Robert O. Norris, Jr. 
Bridge Replacement Project 

Middlesex County 
Lancaster County 

Design Public Hearings

*Wednesday, Oct. 21, 2026, 5-7 p.m.
Lancaster High School 

100 Visionary Way, Irvington, VA 22480 

*Thursday, Oct. 22, 2026, 5-7 p.m.
St. Clare Walker Middle School

6814 General Puller Highway, Locust Hill, VA 23092 

https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/norrisbridge 

Find out about a proposed project to replace the Robert O. Norris, Jr., Bridge on 
Route 3 over the Rappahannock River between Middlesex and Lancaster counties. 
Come see the proposed plans to replace the existing bridge with a new two-lane bridge 
with wider travel lanes, shoulders and a higher rail. The new bridge will be built 
upstream of the existing bridge, which will remain open to traffic throughout construction 
of the replacement Norris Bridge. 

The hearings will be held in an open house format. 

Review the proposed project plans at the public hearings or on the project website at 
https://www.vdot.virginia.gov/norrisbridge. Materials will also be available for review at 
the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) Saluda Residency located at 1027 
General Puller Highway, Saluda, VA 23149, 804-758-2321 or TTY/TDD 711, or at the 
VDOT Northern Neck Residency located at 734 Barnfield Road, Warsaw, VA 22572, 
804-333-3696 or TTY/TDD 711. Please call ahead to ensure the availability of
personnel to answer your questions.

This project will involve a change and/or break in limited access control. 

Property impact information, relocation assistance policies and tentative construction 
schedules are available for your review at the above addresses and will be available at 
the public hearings.

Give your written or oral comments at the public hearings or submit them by Nov. 2, 
2026, to Mr. Beau Hoyt, P.E., VDOT, 87 Deacon Road, Fredericksburg, VA 22405. You 
may also email comments to NorrisBridgeReplacement@vdot.virginia.gov. Please 
reference “Norris Bridge Replacement” in the email subject line. Comments may also be 
submitted using an online form on the project website listed above. 

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in all programs and activities 
in accordance with Title VI and Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need more 
information in regards to your civil rights on this project or need special assistance for 
persons with disabilities or limited English proficiency, contact the VDOT staff member 
listed above at 540-899-4288. 

State Project: 0003-059-541, P101, R201, C501, B616     Federal Project: STP-059-6(034) 
UPC: 126805  

FROM: 0.078 miles south of Pinetop Road         

TO: 0.180 miles south of Rivers Landing Road 

*In case backup meeting dates are needed, the hearings will rescheduled
to be held on Wednesday, Oct. 28, 2026, from 5-7 p.m. at Lancaster High
School and on Thursday, Oct. 29, 2026, from 5-7 p.m. at St. Clare Walker
Middle School.
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PUBLIC NOTICE

YOUR LETTERS
Vote for Nunnally

Irvington is a beautiful town 
with a hometown, friendly 
atmosphere. Having grown up 
in Irvington, I remember when 
everyone in the town knew 
everyone living in each house. 
There were no strangers in the 
town. 

As time passes, so do the 
nostalgic times from the past. 
Irvington has maintained its 
charm and appearance through 
careful planning by past town 
governments. Wayne Nunnally 
has seen as many changes as 
I have within our town. He 
embraces changes but with 
careful consideration as to how 
they will affect the town over-
all and the residents.

Mr. Nunnally takes his posi-
tion on the Irvington Town 
Council seriously, always 
remembering that he is there to 
represent all the people.

When there is a controver-
sial topic on the table, Mr. 
Nunnally is not shy to express 
his opinion and voice a solu-
tion that would be beneficial 
to the residents and the town. 
I have watched Mr. Nunnally 
oppose several proposals that 
would not be in the town’s 
best interest. An example is the 
Irvington property tax that was 
implemented years ago when 
an Irvington business was 
hinting of closing. This did 
not materialize and, yet, the 
current town council does not 
want to relieve the town resi-
dents of this extra tax. If the 
revenue were needed for the 
town, it would be understand-
able to keep the added tax, but 
the town has a budget surplus.

With the re-election of 
Wayne Nunnally and the elec-
tion of other common-sense 
candidates, this town will 
move forward in a dignified 
manner to maintain what we 
all love about Irvington. Please 
vote for Wayne Nunnally and 
keep our town government bal-
anced.

Carolyn Elliott,
Irvington

Write-in Sue Swift
I am writing to enthusiasti-

cally endorse Sue Swift as can-
didate for the vacant District 5 
school board seat in Northum-
berland. 

As a former colleague of 
Sue’s, I know her dedication 
to this community for over 35 
years. She worked tirelessly as 
a teacher and parent to improve 
the literacy and educational 
level of all students. Setting 
goals and putting steps in place 
to achieve those goals are ear-
marks of Sue’s persistence as 
an educator. 

Sue has always been an 
advocate for students and 
understands the challenges 
and opportunities our county 
is facing. She is genuine in 
her understanding of the vast 
needs of the community and is 
qualified to represent the needs 
of all stakeholders.

Under her leadership pro-
grams that connected the 
schools to community, like 
Reading Partners and STEM 
flourished. 

Having dedicated her career 
to education, Sue understands 
the importance of setting 
expectations to achieve strong 
schools for our community. 
I am confident that Sue Swift 
will bring integrity and profes-
sionalism to her role as school 
board member. 

Please, join me in casting 
your write-in vote for Sue 
Swift. And the fact that she 
must be a write-in is why we 
really need Sue. 

Lydia R. Haynie,
Reedville 

Vote for the
rule of law

Some of us feel sort of sorry 
for Rob Wittman who is being 
written about often in these 
pages. After all he is a victim 
of a system that demands that 
he spend most of his time rais-
ing money—a mountain of it 
for his current campaign—and 
has to constantly worry that 
he adheres to the party line on 
issues. 

It is obviously impossible for 
him to have time to meet with 
his constituents and impossible 
to speak out on policies he 
might oppose.

It is not his fault that Con-
gress voted for the $160,000 
salary with exorbitant benefits 

and ability to invest in entities 
he oversees.  

We have to assume however 
that his silence on solutions 
to so many problems has to 
be confronted beyond cost of 
living, healthcare cuts and ille-
gal WAR.

We must not ignore that Witt-
man has voted for the explosion 
of ICE funding that is leading 
to abuses, violence, cruelty and 
the building of a masked army 
of gun thugs seemingly hostile 
to cherished American values. 

The giant ICEberg has sunk 
the Titanic that embodied cher-
ished laws such as due process, 
judicial review, balance of 
powers and The Constitution of 
the United States of America. 

Clear, indisputable docu-
mented evidence proves that 
506 American citizens have 
been arrested by ICE unlaw-
fully.   Many have been 
deported.  Almost all were not 
white. Many are children who 
have been handcuffed and, yes, 
deported.  None of the detained 
had any criminal record. Most 
likely there are many more than 
the 506 identified—invisible as 
Wittman himself. 

Has Wittman confronted this 
monstrosity in any manner? 
Any proposed legislation?

See the documentation about 
ICE abuses, with videos and 
reports online.

Vote for the rule of law and 
for cherished American values.

John Peter James,
Heathsville

DiGiovanni 
for school board

I have attended board of 
supervisors meetings in person 
or virtually. While the Nor-
thumberland County School 
Board has made progress 
since last year with the help 
of a volunteer finance facili-
tator, the September 17 Rap-
pahannock Record reports 
another $197,790 in fiscal year 
2025 overspending (page A3, 
“Audit shows school financial 
books still have more room for 
improvement”). 

Please read the 2025 audit 
https://www.apa.virginia.gov/
local-government/reports/
Financial-Reports/23600 and 
the September 17 Rappahan-
nock Record article for your-
selves.

As a former government 
financial manager myself, 
I reviewed the audit, which 
identifies a material weakness 
in the school board’s internal 
controls over financial report-
ing. The board could not find 
many of the bills and records 
needed to explain how the 
money was spent. Auditors 
therefore could not verify for 
multiple expenditures whether 
payments were authorized, 
accurately recorded, or made 
for valid school purposes.

Accountability for public 
money is a basic expectation. 
Northumberland County tax-
payers deserve reliable safe-
guards against overspending, 
missing records and unpaid 
taxes that expose school prop-
erty to liens. The approved 
fiscal year 2027 public school 
budget is $22,371,405. Over-
sight of that investment 
requires having strong large 
organization budgeting and 
financial management experi-
ence on the school board.

Fiscal accountability pro-
tects classroom resources. 
School spending should benefit 
students with records showing 
where the money went and 
who authorized it.

As a taxpayer, I want strong 
schools, supported teachers, 
skills-based training opportu-
nities and responsible spend-
ing. Northumberland County 
students and the commu-
nity deserve all four. That is 
why I support Frank “D9” 
DiGiovanni for District 5 
school board. His people-first 
leadership, experience manag-
ing budgets for large organiza-
tions and commitment to sup-
porting teachers and preparing 
students for their futures make 
him the best choice.

Sandra Maynard,
Reedville

Don’t be duped
Judging from the barrage of 

negative ads put forth by the 
Democratic machine, Con-
gressman Rob Wittman is self-
serving, has enriched himself 
at the expense of his constitu-

ents and is an all-around ter-
rible guy.

That’s not the Rob Wittman 
I know, and I’ve known him 
for many years. The Rob Wit-
tman I know commutes back 
and forth to Washington from 
his home in Montross, in the 
county he grew up in, Westmo-
reland. He doesn’t have a fancy 
pied-à-terre in Washington, 
not even an apartment. When 
he needs to stay overnight, he 
sleeps in his office. How many 
Congressmen and women do 
that?

He lives in the same modest 
home in Montross that he’s 
lived in since the 1980s, not 
some extravagant “Rivah” 
house, just your basic ranch. 
His wife Kathryn taught at 
Cople Elementary in Hague, 
and when one of our sons was 
struggling with reading, she 
took him under her care and 
patiently helped him over the 
hump. He reads just fine now! 
This is the Wittman family I 
know.

Ask yourself, is this the life-
style of the kind of callous, 
money-grubbing, corrupt poli-
tician he is made out to be by 
his Democratic opponent? And 
what does it say about Shan-
non Taylor when she approves 
ads that she knows, or should 
know, are flat out lies? And if 
she’s that confident that she’s 
the better choice, why the need 
to impugn her opponent day 
after day versus letting voters 
know what she brings to the 
table?

I encourage you to look 
closely at what Rob Wittman 
has done and what he stands 
for. I will be voting for Rob on 
November 3. I hope you will 
too.

Chip Minor,
Oldhams

Save our seat
in Congress

Virginia’s First District race 
is not a contest between two 
people who know the Northern 
Neck. It is a national effort to 
take Rob Wittman’s seat.

Wittman lives in Montross 
and has represented this dis-
trict since 2007. Shannon 
Taylor has lived in Henrico 
for 30 years. She lost the 2025 
Democratic primary for attor-
ney general, announced for the 
Fifth District under the mid-
decade map, and moved to the 
First when that map failed in 
court. The Democratic Con-
gressional Campaign Commit-
tee, Gov. Spanberger, and Sen-
ators Warner and Kaine backed 
her. Outside groups have spent 
more than $4 million for her or 
against Wittman, against about 
$150,000 the other way.

Her crime claim needs the 
same scrutiny. She cites an 
86% drop in murders. Henrico 
police did report 22 homicides 
in 2024 and three in 2025, an 
86% drop and the lowest count 
in decades. Chief Eric English 
credited enforcement, partner-
ships and technology, not the 
prosecutor. Homicides were 
15 in 2020, then 25, 30, 24 and 
22 while Taylor was already in 
office. Total serious crime fell 
12% in 2025, not 86%. A one-
year drop from a small base is 
not a 14-year record.

Wittman has pointed to 
felony cases reduced to mis-
demeanors, including child 
sexual abuse handled so the 
defendant avoided the sex-
offender registry, and to most 
felony assaults on police being 
reduced. Rural counties with 
small sheriff’s offices should 
weigh those reductions against 
a suburban percentage.

The Neck is not the west 
end of Henrico. A candidate 
who changed districts when 
the map changed does not have 
to understand that. Her party 
needs the seat.

Vivian Ralls,
Irvington

Good governance
As the upcoming election 

draws near, I would ask that the 
voters of Irvington consider keep-
ing the current council members 
in place for the next cycle. This 
means re-electing incumbents 
including Mr. Robinson, Ms. Van 
Saun and Ms. Cline.

I used to be a regular attendee 
of the monthly council meetings, 
primarily to witness the spec-
tacle of disfunction and inaction 
that was a common in years past. 
These days, audience attendance 

is low and many recent council 
meetings have ended in under 
an hour. This is because we now 
have members that are actually 
working well together to take 
care of Irvington’s business.

In the last couple of years, 
sidewalks in front of the Kipp 
Building have been replaced. 
Street curbs, the playground and 
the gazebo have all been painted. 
New holiday decorations were 
finally purchased, with a perma-
nent storage solution on the hori-
zon. Golf cart access is finally 
being addressed, and speed 
feedback signs planned for King 
Carter Drive. Recent upgrades 
mean that much of the town’s 
business can now be handled 
online. This council has shown 
that it can handle major issues 
by recently curtailing the out-
sized development proposed for 
White Fences. Town events with 
partners such as the Irvington 
Virginia Business Association, 
Village Improvement Associa-
tion and Steamboat Era Museum 
have never been more popular, as 
current council members are also 
active participants in those orga-
nizations.

Not all issues are unanimous 
with this council, and that is the 
way it should be. However, for 
the first time in years, it appears 
that we have a team that actually 
works towards the best solution 
for Irvington. One of the chal-
lengers in this election keeps 
bringing up the term “good gov-

ernance.” Well, in this writer’s 
opinion, good governance is 
what we now have. Let’s not 
mess that up.

Theresa Whay Ransone,
Irvington

Elect Ralls
Well, our lovely village has 

an upcoming election for town 
council, and I want the name 
Vivian Ralls to be more than just 
a name on the ballot with a box 
to check. 

I am supporting her for town 
council because I think she 
embodies the word council and 
counsel. As a noun, council is 
an assembly or group chosen or 
elected to discuss, govern and 
make decisions. Counsel on the 
other hand is a word that as a verb 
describes someone who gives 
and seeks guidance. She not only 
has experience leading, but her 

desire as a leader is to be con-
nected to those she represents. 

One thing you will recognize 
is Vivian is a great listener in her 
conversations and is present to 
hear what is being shared. 

She doesn’t want to just be 
elected, but to represent the needs 
and issues shaping our commu-
nity. To help facilitate that, she 
has “office hours” every Tuesday 
to be accessible from 8-10 a.m. 
at The Local. People can drop 
by and share their concerns, and 
their input on local issues. She 
wants to better understand the 
needs and the things they deal 
with in their daily lives and what 
is impacting them.

Please join me to elect Vivian 
Ralls to our town council. I 
believe she will be a great addi-
tion to our town.

Susan Rhorer,
Irvington

The Thursday, October 22, 
Rappahannock Record will be 
the final edition including let-
ters to the editor commenting on 
positions of candidates seeking 
office, campaigns, political party 
endorsements or otherwise com-
menting on the ballot process on 
November 3.

Frequent contributors are 
reminded no more than two 
election-related letters from the 
same writer will be published 
and letters from the same writer 

will not be published in consecu-
tive issues. The Rappahannock 
Record editorial department 
enforces a 300-word maximum 
length on all letters. 

Letters are due by 11 a.m. on 
Tuesday.

Paid political advertisements 
are welcome at any time in the 
Rappahannock Record; contact 
Marilyn Bryant, extension 11, 
or marilyn@rapprecord.com; or 
Susan Graves, extension 15, or 
susangraves@rapprecord.com.

Campaign letters reminder:
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Budget Synopsis 
Current Proposed Proposed

Approved  Change Amended 
	FY	‘26-’27	

 Budget 
General Fund
Operating Revenue (taxes and fees) $3,055,093 3,055,093 
Use of Carryover Fund Balance $1,785,178 890,000 2,675,178 
Total Source of Funds, General Fund $4,840,271 5,730,271 
Use of Funds: 
Operating Expenditures
Administration $1,437,689 465,000 1,902,689
Public Safety $1,166,780 1,166,780 
Public Works $479,155 479,155 
Debt Service - Town Centre Park $221,486 221,486 
Capital Improvement Projects/Property Acquistion $207,000 425,000 632,000 
Total Expenditures, General Fund $3,512,110 4,402,110 
Transfer to Water Fund Balance $669,139 669,139 
Transfer to Sewer Fund Balance $659,022 659,022 
Total Use of Funds, General Fund $4,840,271 890,000 5,730,271 
Water Fund:
Source of Funds:
Operating Revenue $527,800 527,800 
Transfer from General Fund Balance $669,139 669,139 
Total Source of Funds, Water Fund $1,196,939 1,196,939 
Use of Funds:
Operating Expenses $559,712 $559,712
Debt Service $73,496  $73,496
Capital Improvement Projects $563,731  563,731 
Total Use of Funds, Water Fund $1,196,939 1,196,939 
Sewer Fund:
Source of Funds: 
Operating Revenue $1,694,301 1,694,301
Transfer from General Fund Balance $659,022  659,022 
Sewer Retained Earnings 
Total Source of Funds, Sewer Fund $2,353,323 2,353,323
Use of Funds:
Operating Expenses $1,564,026 1,564,026 
Debt Service $454,297 454,297 
Debt Service WWTP 2.1 – 
Capital Improvement Projects $335,000 335,000 
Total Use of Funds, Sewer Fund $2,353,323 2,353,323 
WWTP IMPROVEMENT FUND:
Source of Funds:
Loan/Grant Funding $300,000  703,000 1,003,000 
Total Source of Funds,WWTP Fund $300,000  703,000 1,003,000 
Use of Funds:
WWTP Improvements 2.1 and 2.2 $300,000  703,000 1,003,000 
Total Use of Funds WWTP Improvement Fund $300,000  703,000 1,003,000 
WATER CAPITAL RECOVERY FEE:
Source of Funds: 
Water Capital Recovery Revenue $21,000    21,000 
Total Source of Funds, Water Capital Recovery Fee $21,000    21,000 
Use of Funds: 
Water Capital Recovery Expense $21,000    21,000 
Total Use of Funds, Water Capital Recovery Fee $21,000    21,000 
SEWER CAPITAL RECOVERY FEE: –
Source of Funds: –
Sewer Capital Recovery Revenue $97,000    97,000 
Total Source of Funds, Sewer Capital Recovery Fee $97,000    97,000 
Use of Funds:  –
Sewer Capital Recovery Expense $97,000 97,000 
Total Use of Funds, Sewer Capital Recovery Fee $97,000 97,000 
BRANDING FUND VIRGINIA RIVER REALM:  –
Source of Funds: –
Operating Revenue (Town &County Contributions) $152,000  152,000 
Total Source of Funds, Branding Fund $152,000  152,000 
Use of Funds: –
Branding Virginia River Realm $152,000  152,000 
Total Use of Funds, River Realm $152,000  152,000 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) –
Source of Funds: –
CDBG Revenue $75,000    75,000 
Total Source of Funds, CDBG $75,000    75,000 
Use of Funds: –
CDBG Expenses $75,000    75,000 
Total Source of Funds, CDBG $75,000    75,000 

SUMMARY
General	Fund	 $4,840,271	 890,000	 5,730,271	
Water	Fund	 $1,196,939	 1,196,939	
Sewer	Fund	 $2,353,323	 – 2,353,323
WWTP	Improvement	Fund	 $300,000		 703,000	 1,003,000
Water	Capital	Recovery	Fees	 $21,000		 				21,000	
Sewer	Capital	Recovery	Fees	 $97,000		 				97,000	
Branding	Fund	 $152,000		 		152,000	
CDBG	 $75,000		 				75,000	
Total	 $9,035,533		 $1,593,000	 10,628,533	

Copies of this proposed Amended Budget, Ordinance 2026-011 and Resolution 2026-12  
may be obtained from the Town Office and Web Site

TOWN OF KILMARNOCK
PUBLIC NOTICE

PROPOSED BUDGET AMENDMENT, RELATED ORDINANCE AND RESOLUTION 
FOR	FISCAL	YEAR	BEGINNING	JULY	1	2026	ENDING	JUNE	30	2027,	AND	INTENT	
TO ADOPT AMENDED BUDGET
A Town Council Meeting and Public Hearings of the Ordinance and Resolution described 
below will be held at the Town	Hall,	1	North	Main	St.,	October	19,	2026	at	6pm. 
Council intends to adopt such ordinance and resolution at a Special called meeting 
on	October	22,	2026	at	9am.
Ordinance	2026-011	(uncodified)	Amend	FY2027	budget
The Town Council intends to hear public comment on an amended fiscal year 2026-
2027 budget, as required by Code of Virginia § 15.2-2507, when such amendment 
exceeds one percent of the total expenditures shown in the currently adopted budget. A 
proposed amendment of $1,593,000 (18% of total budget) is comprised of expenditures 
for: (i)Property acquisition for public use, (ii)Grant funding of Waste Water Treatment 
plant projects 2.1 and 2.2, and (iii)Nuisance abatement, all of which were unknown 
at the time of the budget approval and appropriation in June, 2026. This amendment 
includes $703,000 in newly awarded grants.  Following the public hearing, Council 
intends to adopt the amended budget pursuant to Ordinance 2026-011.
Resolution	2026-012	Appropriate	amended	FY2027	budget
Synopsis of Proposed Amendment

• Project Title:  Property Acquisition, Grant Funding and Nuisance Abatement.
• Total Amendment Amount: $1,593,000
• Justification:	This budget amendment will facilitate Property Acquisition,

Engineering and Equipment for WWTP Projects, Professional and other
services for Nuisance Abatement within the 2027 Fiscal Year.

• Funding Source: Funding for these projects will be sourced from a combination
of existing reserves and awarded federal and state grants.

10/8-2t

COUNTY OF LANCASTER
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

PUBLIC HEARING
Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 15.2-2204 
of the Code of Virginia that the Lancaster County 
Board of Supervisors at its meeting in the Board 
Meeting Room of the Lancaster County Administration 
Building, 8311 Mary Ball Road, Lancaster, VA  22503, 
on Thursday, October 29, 2026 at 7:00 p.m., will 
consider the following item:
1. Proposed Amendment to the Lancaster County

Code of Ordinances, Section 62-60.6 through
62-60.14 – Special Tax Assessment for
Agricultural and/or Forested Real Estate, to
change the revalidation requirement for any
real estate previously accepted into the land
use taxation program from the current annual
revalidation requirement to requiring revalidation
only in the year during which a general
reassessment is made.

Documentation is available for examination by 
interested members of the public in the County 
Administration and Commissioner of the Revenue 
offices.  Individuals requiring additional information or 
clarification regarding this item should contact Don G. 
Gill, County Administrator at (804) 462-5129, dgill@
lancova.com or Beth Cornwell, Commissioner of the 
Revenue at (804) 462-7920, bcornwell@lancova.com. 
Interested members of the public will also be able to 
participate in the meeting from their computer, tablet, 
smartphone or regular phone.  The weblink, phone 
number and access code will be published on the 
county website, www.lancova.com at least 3 days 
prior to the meeting.

10/15-2t

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE
ABANDONED WATERCRAFTS

Notice is hereby given that the 
following watercrafts have been 
abandoned for more than 60 DAYS 
on the property of Janice Baylor, 
1875 Iberis Road, Lancaster, VA 
22503. Phone 804-810-0012.

1977 26’ Catalina Watercraft
Registration # VA 1749YY

1974 28’ Coronado Watercraft
Registration # VA 2130KK

1977 22’ Chrysler Watercraft
Registration # VA 4285Z

1974 25’ Coronado Watercraft
Registration # VA 6568JJ 

1982 20’ Heritage Watercraft
Registration # VA 1557AL 

1974 26’ Hughes Watercraft
Registration # VA 3246KK

1981 44’ Custom Watercraft
Registration # MD 5831AL

26’ Seafarer Watercraft
Registration # MD 5888AJ

Application for watercraft registra-
tions/titles will be made in accor-
dance with section 29.1-733.25 of 
the Code of Virginia if the watercraft 
is not claimed and removed within 
30 days of first publication of this 
notice. Please contact the Virginia 
Department of Wildlife Resources 
with questions.

(Oct-8-3t)

PUBLIC NOTICES


